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INTRODUCTION 
I 


‘THE present volume of The Hudson’s Bay Record Society is the second 
of two containing the journals kept at posts on the Saskatchewan in the 
earliest years of the Company’s inland expansion from York Fort. 
The first volume contained the journals kept at Cumberland House 
from 1775 to 1779 and at its outpost from 1778-79. ‘This volume 
carries the journals of both those posts through to 1782. 

As we attempted to show in the introduction to the earlier volume, 
the Hudson’s Bay Company’s establishment of inland trading posts in 
the Saskatchewan country was a vital, but a far from easy, task. The 
posts there were established to meet the challenge offered by rival fur 
traders from Montreal, who had built their own trading posts on the 
waterways by which the Indians of the west had long carried their furs 
down to the Bay. ‘These posts cut off the bulk of the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s trade at its very source. If the Company were to survive, 
the lost trade had to be regained; and the only way to regain it, as one 
of their ablest servants wrote, was to “‘ Collect it inland after the Canadian 
manner ”’.2 

It was, however, much harder for the Company than for their rivals 
to collect their trade inland. “The Company, it is true, had much shorter 
distances to cover before reaching the inland trading grounds than had 
their rivals, but they were also far worse supplied with the means to 
cover them. A man in a car can travel five hundred miles with vastly 
more ease and comfort than a man on foot can travel fifty, and the 
Montrealers may be likened to the man with the car. Whoever wished 
to do business with the Indians of the Saskatchewan required a well- 
manned fleet of canoes to carry trading goods inland, and then to carry 
furs out. In the little French colony by the St. Lawrence the Mon- 
trealers found this requirement ready made. As Brer Rabbit was 
““bawn en’ bred in a briar patch ”’, so the French Canadian voyageur 
from the St. Lawrence was born and bred to the use of canoes. He had 
likewise acquired, and improved upon, the Indian art of canoe building; 
he was inured to hardship; he was cheerfully willing to exchange the 

1J. B. Tyrrell (ed.), The Fournals of Samuel Hearne and Philip Turnor 
(Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1934), p. 158. 
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tedium of a quiet life in the parish of his birth by the great St. Lawrence 
River for a roving career, far from the restraints and decencies of 
civilisation, among the woods, waterways and prairies of the far north 
west. ‘The Anglo-Saxon, who sought his fortune in the fur trade after 
the conquest of Canada, had but to provide capital, hire the Frenchman’s 
skill and muscle, and his way was opened. 

The situation of the Hudson’s Bay Company was entirely different. 
At their base of York Fort, where the Hayes River falls into Hudson 
Bay, no canoes or canoemen were to be had. The white birch tree and 
the American cedar cannot grow in that bleak and dreary country and 
without bark from the birch and a frame of cedar wood canoes could not 
be made. ‘To this day the same bleak climate and grudging soil of the 
sea coast of Manitoba defy agricultural development, and there neither 
was, nor could be, any local colony there from which the Company 
might draw white labour bred to the task of wilderness travel. When, 
therefore, the Hudson’s Bay Company attempted inland settlements, 
they had, first, to find some means of producing canoes, and, second, to 
import and train a body of canoemen to paddle and portage them inland. 

‘There was a definite priority here. It was no use seeking great num- 
bers of men for the fur trade till the canoes were available in quantity. 
So the Company’s leaders addressed themselves first to the task of 
producing canoes, and meanwhile managed somehow to get their new 
posts started with a small nucleus of white men and by the unsatisfactory 
shift of hiring upland Indians to do most of their carrying for them. 
Latterly, as canoes began to be produced in sufficient numbers, they made 
ever more pressing demands upon the Company at home for men. The 
men, however, were not to be had. By the time the canoes were ready, 
Britain was in the very crisis of a world wide war against Bourbon kings, 
Indian princes and her own insurgent colonists in North America. 
While the war lasted, men were hardly procurable. 

Such, in brief, was the tale we tried to tell in the introduction to the 
first volume of these journals. All that was there said in the way of a 
general background to the story the journals record applies as much to 
the second volume as to the first! and needs no further repetition. Three 
separate and special topics, however, still call for some notice. 


1} With one partial exception ;_ by the end, but hardly at the beginning, of the 
period covered by this volume, the Hudson’s Bay Company men were getting 
enough canoes of the sort they needed. See H[udson’s] Bfay Company] Sferies], 
Vol. XIV, E. E. Rich and A. M. Johnson (eds.), Cumberland House Fournals and 
Inland Fournal 1775-82, First Series, 1775-79 (London, The Hudson’s Bay 
Record Society, 1951), pp. Ixviii-lxix. 
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The first is biographical. As personality is an important factor in any 
human endeavour, we discussed in our first introduction the leaders of 
the Company’s inland enterprises. But those leaders were all subordi- 
nates, working under the supervision of the master of York Fort, 
carrying out his orders and very largely dependent on his backing. ‘The 
head, who directed and ably supported the Saskatchewan posts which he 
never saw, Humphrey Marten, the Company’s chief factor at York, has 
a definite place in the story of those settlements. 

Secondly, the men of the lower ranks of the Company’s servants, the 
“ labourers”, who made expansion possible by sweating over portages, 
toiling, and sometimes starving, at their inland destination, contributed 
to their employers’ success in a manner that claims some recognition. 
The great bulk, though not quite the whole, of the Company’s labour 
force came from the Orkney Isles. Their home environment did much 
to fit them for the rigours of wilderness life, and they are our second 
topic. 

‘Thirdly, we must deal with a great disaster that fell upon the Company 
in 1781-82, just as their inland settlements seemed to have got away to 
a promising start. Of course, in fact, two great disasters smote the 
Company in 1782. One was the destruction of their two most important 
Bayside posts at Churchill and York by a detachment of the French 
fleet. “That has already been described in the place where it belongs, as 
a part of the unequal handicap which war imposed on the Hudson’s Bay 
Company in their struggle with their fur trade rivals. The other 
disaster was the plague of small-pox of 1781-82 which swept away the 
Indians of the woods and prairies by hundreds, and robbed the fur traders 
of their customers. On this plague the journals of William Tomison 
and William Walker throw new, and first hand, light; it is our third and 
final topic here. 


1 


When Andrew Graham had urged upon the Hudson’s Bay Company 
the need of an inland settlement based on York in 1772, he had declared 
as an essential condition of its success that “‘ the Master at York Fort 
must push it up with a willingness”. Soon after he wrote these words 
Graham was briefly superseded at York Fort by Ferdinand Jacobs and 
in September, 1775, Humphrey Marten took over that post. Till 1781 


VAs deseribed in 7: 87 8., XIV, xxi et seq. 
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(when he returned to England on sick leave)’ Marten remained respon- 
eible for its success and for the success of its daughter-posts by the 
Saskatchewan. 

If we were to trust the familiar authority of Edward Umfreville, the 
appointment of Marten to these responsibilities would seem merely the 
saddest of bad jokes. In Umfreville’s pages Marten appears only as a 
drunkard,? a bully? and a poltroon.* But it was also Umfreville who 
wrote of the copper mine to which Hearne had journeyed that it “‘ might 
prove of great consequence, were it prosecuted with a laudable spirit of 
industry ” by the Hudson’s Bay Company;° and when an author, who 
enjoyed Umfreville’s personal knowledge of Hearne® and general know- 
ledge of North America, is found capable of writing such nonsense as 
that, he must be judged capable of writing anything. 

It is evident enough, to be sure, that Marten and Umfreville were 
temperamentally incompatible and it is true that such incompatibilities 
were hardly anywhere so unbearable as in the confined and isolated little 
community of a remote trading post. Moreover, Marten was later to 


1 In 1781-82 Matthew Cocking acted temporarily as commander at York. 
In 1782 Marten arrived back from England just in time to become Lapérouse’s 
prisoner. Severn House was technically as much under Marten’s authority as 
the posts by the Saskatchewan, but its management posed few problems and 
required much less of his attention. 

2“ Intoxication was his sole delight” (E. Umfreville, Te Present State of 
Hudson’s Bay (London, 1790), p. 108). 

3 Tbid., pp. 68, 90, 109. 

2 Ubidy, pp. £27 et seq. 

PADI, ps 5 32 

6 They had been together during Hearne’s stay at York Fort in the fall of 1775 
when he could not complete his journey to take charge of Prince of Wales’s Fort 
at Churchill till the North, or Nelson, River froze over. When Hearne finally 
got away, Umfreville accompanied him as far as the river, conduct which 
suggests a good measure of friendship and intimacy ({Hudson’s Bay Company 
Archives] B. 239/a/73, York Fort Journal, January 2, 1776. Subsequent 
classification numbers refer to the Hudson’s Bay Company Archives). From the 
first Hearne made no secret of the economic uselessness of his discoveries. 
B. 42/b/19, [Moses Norton] to Andrew Graham, Prince of Wales’s Fort, 
August 14, 1772, “‘ Mr. Hearne Returned from his Journey from the Copper 
Mine River ... on the 3oth of last June . . . the River proves by Mr. Hearnes 
Report to be so full of Shole Water & Falls, so as not to be navigable, but had it 
been otherwise it would have been of great importance to the Company it being 
so well Situated in So plentifull a Country for Furrs &ca. however it will be a 
Satisfaction to the Company, & I hope will put a finall End to any More Dis- 
coverers of a Northwest Passage by way of Hudsons Bay ”’. 
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be described by another ex-subordinate, Joseph Colen, as “ hasty and 
passionate ”’,1 so the fault was probably not all on Umfreville’s side. 
But Colen added, too, that he personally had been treated by Marten 
“with fatherly affection”. This last observation makes it not very 
surprising that Umfreville should be unable to name any specific inj ury 
he had received from Marten and that his whole complaint of his treat- 
ment by the latter should be couched in the vaguest generalities.2 
Indeed, indications are not wanting that even Umfreville was treated 
with very considerable tolerance by Marten. He was repeatedly 
“insolent ”? to Marten, according to the latter, but received no severer 
punishment than that of being banished from the officers’ table at meal 
times. Again, Andrew Graham has recorded that the “ Killing of 
partridges ” was “ the most pleasant duty ” at a Hudson’s Bay Company 
fort. Umfreville concedes that this sport was indeed popular’ and York 
Fort Journal shows that he was permitted to give his whole time to it in 
winter after winter. However, when the two men came to write of each 
other, Umfreville would allow Marten no redeeming quality; but 
Marten, in the same sentence in which he stated to London that 
Umfreville was “ of so violent a Temper, as to give general dissatis- 
faction”, also observed that he was “ diligent and Sober”.® So it 
appears that of the two men Marten had, and Umfreville had not, the 
capacity to see and admit an enemy’s good qualities. ‘This capacity is 
one of the first marks of a good witness and it is important here, because 
almost the only sources for knowing Marten and his work are his own 
and Umfreville’s writings. By available tests the value of the first would 
seem good and of the second poor. 

Yet, however poor a witness Umfreville may seem to be, the catalogue 
of vices he ascribes to his superior can hardly be brushed aside. They 
have too close a bearing on Marten’s capacity to handle the heavy and 


1 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 596. 

2 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, pp. 110-11. 

° B. 239/a/76, York Fort Journal, June 9, 1779. It is also suggestive of for- 
bearance on Marten’s part that this entry is the only complaint recorded against 
Umfreville in the York Fort Journal. 

*G. Bryce, The Remarkable History of the Hudson’s Bay Company ... (London, 
1900), p. 109. Around the Bay the word “ Partridge ” was, and is, loosely used 
of both the Willow Ptarmigan (Lagopus /agopus) and the Rock Ptarmigan 
(Lagopus mutus). 

° Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p. 119. 

$A. 11/116, fo. 43d., Marten to the Governor and Committee, York Fort, 
August 28, 1778. 
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varied responsibilities entrusted to him. First, there is the vice of 
drunkenness. ‘This was the most normal English vice of Marten’s age. 
Even the younger Pitt is recorded as appearing in the House of Commons 
in a condition too sodden to permit him to participate in debate,! and the 
mark of his deep potations with Henry Dundas remains conspicuous 
today in the high vinous complexion that sweeps up to the roots of his 
hair in Hoppner’s painting in the National Portrait Gallery. If it was 
permissible, by contemporary standards, for the Prime Minister of an 
Empire to drink hard, there can be small blame to a master of York Fort 
who behaved likewise. Very possibly Marten did so; indeed, the fact 
that he suffered constantly from gout may go far to confirm the report 
that he drank much. But the real test of whether or no he drank too 
much lies in the question whether his drinking did or did not interfere 
with his performance of his duties. It seems clear that it did not; no 
one who reads Marten’s papers is in the least likely to conclude that they 
are the work of an habitual inebriate. A point that does emerge very 
clearly from Marten’s letters and journals, however, is the fact that for 
his health’s sake he followed a régime that precluded really excessive 
drinking. 

The case would appear much the same with Umfreville’s second charge 
that Marten was a bully. An ingenious man with a motive can usually 
find molehills to inflate into mountains, and Marten records enough 
evidence to provide a foundation for Umfreville’s charge that he was 
physically brutal. When a shipwright was personally abusive to him, 
he administered ‘‘ two or three good strokes ” with his stick;2. when a 
much indulged and drunken Indian leader grossly insulted him he 
“ resented ” it in a manner that made the savage call for a knife to stab 
him.? 

This sort of conduct may sound bad today and doubtless there are not 
many modern high executives who would behave in the same manner 
in similar circumstances, but Marten did not live in the twentieth 


1 On the solemn occasion of the acceptance of France’s Declaration of War in 
February, 1793. Pitt’s condition, however, caused the business of the evening 
to go forward with a perhaps unexpected smoothness, as ‘ Fox generously forbore 
from taking advantage of his rival’s incapacity, but the situation was hit off in the 
following lines : 

[Pitt] “‘ I cannot see the Speaker, Hal, can you? Be 

[Dundas] “‘ What ! Cannot see the Speaker, I see two”’.” (J. Holland Rose, 
William Pitt and National Revival (London, 1911), p- 279): 

2B. 239/a/73, York Fort Journal, July 30, 1776. 

3B. 239/a/78, York Fort Journal, June 28, 1780. 
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century. His period was the age of pugilism, when Fielding had mocked 
the effeminate manners of young men who wanted gloves for boxing, 
when Sergeant Broughton had won the patronage of royalty for the prize 
ring, and English people generally regarded it as natural to settle their 
disputes by physical force. In this age Marten might have risked being 
judged poor-spirited, if he had failed to show physical ‘ resentment ” 
to the gross personal abuse of inferiors.. He was also responsible for 
discipline at an outpost where men could be “ fired ” only once a year, 
namely, at shiptime. In these circumstances, vigour in defence of his 
own prestige may well have been called for, and it should probably not 
be judged sufficient to prove Marten a brute or bully. 

On the other side there is much evidence to stamp Marten as a humane 
and considerate commander of men. His kindness to Joseph Colen has 
already been quoted. His consideration for his inferiors also appears in 
the special thought he gave to the comforts of the men who suffered the 
hardships inseparable from service at Cumberland House. When he 
rebuilt the east bastion (or “ flanker”) of York Fort in 1779-80 he 
deliberately made it much larger, and therefore costlier, than his masters 
had ordered; and in reporting his disobedience he explained that “ the 
new flanker, hath bed places for 42 Men, the Old one 28 only ” and 
hence “the People returning from Inland” had been “ oblidged for 
want of room in the Old flanker to lay in the Yard in Tents, this was 
certainly a great hardship... for these reasons I enlarged the Scale of 
Building tho’ order’d not”’.!_ Again in 1780 he upbraided his masters 
for increasing his ‘‘ Complement of Servants” without Increasing 
“the Indent of Provisions” of ‘‘ Beef Pork Cheese and Bacon” 
This omission did not in fact mean short rations for anyone, as “ country 
produce ”’ was reasonably plentiful, but, wrote Marten: “ Your Inland 
Servants in particular think it very hard when they arrive at the Fort to 
be denied eating as much Provisions (of European kinds and of what sort 
they like best) as they can’’.2 Now there is nothing unhealthy about 
sleeping in a tent, nor are venison, goose, ptarmigan and fish unwhole- 
some meats. Here, then, Marten was clearly going beyond what was 
required of a master who sought merely to keep men competently fit, 
and his concern on these occasions was purely for the cheerfulness 
produced by considerate fair dealing. 

His consideration was reciprocated. In the autumn of 1778 he had 
been badly scalded in endeavouring to assist two men with a tub of 

1 B. 239/a/78, York Fort Journal, February 25, 1780. 

2 A. 11/116, fo. 76, Marten and Council to the Governor and Committee, 
York Fort, September 13, 1778. 
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boiling wort in the brewhouse,! and remained long disabled with this as 
well as with an earlier injury to his left kidney; and in this period he 
remarks “ I love and esteem the Men, and in return they love and revere 
me, to see the poor Fellows when I am in great pain, with deep sorrow 
in their faces, and to be inform of the heart felt prayers offer’d up for 
my recovery melts me in the tenderest manner, and makes me desire 
not to be parted from them ”.” And this, it may be observed, was not 
written home to make a good impression on his employers in London, 
but to Thomas Kitchen at Albany, an old acquaintance who knew him 
too well to be taken in by specious false pretences. Marten’s capacity 
to win affection also appears in the correspondence between the forts 
about the Bay. ‘The letters that were carried by “ packet Indians ”’, 
sometimes with, but generally without, a white companion, from 
Moose to Albany, from Albany to Severn, and on to York Fort and 
Churchill and back, are mostly somewhat formal and stereotyped 
missives; but Marten’s correspondents rather often use terms of regard 
that noticeably exceed formality. 

It would appear, then, that Marten was clear of the faults that have 
been ascribed to him,* but in one way at least he was scarcely a suitable 
man for the very responsible post he held. His health was poor and 
York Fort was one of the world’s worst places for an invalid. Before 
taking command of York Fort he had been invalided home from 
Albany in 1774 after a year in which he had suffered much from gout.* 
On his return to the Bay he did his best to maintain his health by 
vigorous outdoor exercise. He rana trap line, was constantly out shooting 
ptarmigan in winter, fishing in such spare time as the open season allowed 
him, or at any season riding up to “ full sixty Miles Pr. week ”® on 
Y ork’s one old, broken-winded horse. No doubt this was good for him, 
but it could not bring him health. The gout remained with him, and 
in the late winter and spring of 1779 he was so desperately ill with a 
“ Bileous disorder ” that his life was nearly despaired of and Edward 
Umfreville was sent for from his hunting tent to take charge of Y ork Fort.? 


1B. 239/a/76, York Fort Journal, September 22, 17798. 

2B. 239/b/39, fo. gd., Marten to Thomas Kitchen, York Fort, February 4, 
1779: 

3 The charge of cowardice, which was based on his reaction to the French 


attack on York Fort, is not here discussed, as that affair has been described in 
H. B.8., XIV, xc—xcl. 
4 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 593- 
5 B. 239/b/39, fo. 4d., Marten to S. Hearne, York Fort, January 4, 1779. 
6B. 239/a/76, York Fort Journal, March 12, 1779. 
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It was in this same winter that Marten had suffered so badly from 
his scalds; and all through it he was in constant pain from an injury 
to the area of his left kidney that seems due to his falling on his powder 
horn on the ice when out shooting in October, 1777. The injuries at 
last cleared up; but the gout was, naturally, recurrent, the bilious 
disorder also tended to return, and his eyes gave him great trouble as 
well.1 

The difficulties facing this elderly invalid were such as might have 
daunted a young man in full vigour of health. He was sent to take charge 
of what had once been the most thriving of the Company’s posts, but 
was now suffering a more catastrophic loss of trade from the Pedlars 
than any other post. The latter were continuing to do their best to 
cripple the efforts of Cumberland House. Somehow Marten had to 
enable Cumberland to carry on. The only answer to Cumberland’s 
problems was to provide more men, more canoes and more goods. 
Enough men were not to be had from a war-racked Britain. ‘The war 
time goods were often deficient in quality;? such as they were, the 
Company’s lack of canoes and men meant Indians had to be induced to 
carry them inland. It was Marten’s task to persuade these born 


+ “ To read or write much is death to my eyes ”, he wrote to Thomas Hutchins 
on January 1, 1776 (B. 239/b/36, fo. od.) ; and in the next year he wrote to 
Hearne “ Having a disorder in my Eyes called Presbyta I should be obliged to 
your Surgeon could he inform our Surgeon his method of treating that disorder ” 
(B. 239/b/37, fo. 9, Marten to Hearne, York Fort, January 4, 1777). He 
presumably meant Presbytia or Presbyopia, “an affection of the eyes Incident to 
old or advancing age in which the power of accommodation to near objects is lost 
or impaired, and only distant objects are seen distinctly ; a form of long-sighted- 
ness” (Oxford English Dictionary). There is, of course, no method of treating 
this, except to provide convex glasses. Marten’s health did not improve and, 
writing to the Governor and Committee from York Fort on August 28, 1781, 
he said : “ the return of an inviterate billious disorder hath too often deprived me 
of the use of my Limbs, and, what is worse, at particular periods deprived me of 
that Vigour of mind, that is really necessary to the well conducting your affairs; 
on this Account Gentlemen I must decline the honour of being employed by you 
any longer ; why should I filla station I find myself unfit for ?” (A. 11/116, fo. 
87). 

2B. 239/a/78, August 3, 1780, “... Myself and 4 Men overhauling the 
Trading Goods &c. brought by the whale Sloop, found all right as to number 
but as to quality the Knives Shirts and Sugar far inferior to former Years. The 
knives broke, flaw’d and rusty, the Roach and Long Knives Jumbled together, 
The Cloth the white Shirts are made of inferior to vittery, and the Sugar worse 
by a penny in the pound at least...” 
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extortionists to be the Company’s carriers; a most exasperating task he 
found it. He also had considerable, though by no means unnatural, 
difficulties with the Company’s Orkney servants. 

Besides these problems there was another, less grave, but more galling. 
This was the purely gratuitous competition of Samuel Hearne at 
Churchill. It was the old and evil practice of Churchill, in the days 
when Moses Norton had commanded it, to entice “ North River 
Indians” away from York.t Hearne had no use for Norton, but, 
except for his period at Cumberland, he had been attached to Churchill 
throughout his service, and he continued the traditions of that post as he 
had always known them. The first direct intimation of this came to 
Marten in September, 1776, from Cocking who wrote of an Indian he 
met on his route to Cumberland “ Wethachap whom I see in coming 
told me that he had been sent for to Churchill; and that if he should be 
again sent for with a present of Liquor. He thinks to go there next 
spring ”’.2 Initially, indeed, Hearne had some reason and excuse for 
trying to attract to Churchill certain Indians who normally traded at 
York, for when he took over his post he found “ by our Debt Book 
that many of them where down here last Fall (before my arrival) and got 
Debt but not a Man of them have been here since ’’,3 as he wrote to 
Marten in August, 1776. But Marten had promptly responded by 
sending him a list of York’s debtors and suggesting that, if Hearne 
would return a list of Churchill’s debtors, the two posts might co-operate 
in each reclaiming what was due to the other. Hearne, however, had 
paid no attention to this offer, and thereby would seem to have put 
himself pretty clearly in the wrong. Indeed, according to Marten the 
competition between the two posts had been kept up by Magnus Johnston, 
the veteran master of the Churchill sloop, the Charlotte, who at York 
itself had offered North River Indians a sea-trip to Churchill on his 
vessel,5 

1 See p. xxiv,n. 1. The “ North River Indians ” were those who usually came 
to trade at York by way of the Nelson River. 

21s Bia wu gh 350. 

3B. 239/b/37, fo. 2, Hearne to Marten, Prince of Wales’s Fort, August 22, 
1776. It was easy for misunderstandings of this kind to arise between neighbour- 
ing factors because, as one of Marten’s correspondents wrote, “ Indians I am 
satisfied are too liable to stray from their own factory upon the least Miff”’ 
(B. Rag fo. 24d., E. B. Kitchin to Marten, Moose Fort, December 6, 
1778). 

4B. 239/b/37, fo. 6, Marten to Hearne, York Fort, September 6, 1776. 


>B. 239/b/38, fo. 8d., Marten to Albany and Moose Forts, Severn, East- 
main and Henley Houses, January 31, 1778. 
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This wilful internal rivalry put Marten in a very difficult position. 
It obviously cut his own already shrunken trade returns, and, when all 
allowances were made, his masters must still judge his competence by 
those trade returns. He had, of course, no authority over Hearne, who 
was besides an uncommonly stubborn man, as his record showed. 
Accordingly, when Hearne ignored his offer of 1776 to co-operate in 
reclaiming mutual debts, Marten made no further reference to the matter 
in his correspondence with Churchill till August 4, 17705. Ithen, 
when he believed himself to be ‘‘ on the point of leaving this Country 
for ever ’’, he addressed to Hearne one final remonstrance, a masterpiece 
of unabusive plain speaking.!_ But the only result his remonstrance had 
was to introduce a note of asperity, and sometimes of sarcasm, into 
Hearne’s future correspondence with him (for ice prevented the Com- 
pany’s ship from reaching York that year, Marten could not leave the 
country, and correspondence between him and Hearne necessarily 
continued). 

Meanwhile, in the course of these years, Marten had made no attempt 
to entice his lost Indians back from Churchill. As he wrote to Hearne 
in August, 1779, it was ‘‘ the duty of the Companys Factors to fight 
against the common Enemy, but to fight against each other is Suicide ”; 
moreover he “ well knew the Furrs be they traded at York Fort or 
Churchill must at last be the property of the Hudsons Bay Company ”’.2 

So he let the Indians go. But he was still entitled to protect himelf by 
making his masters aware of the fact that he was losing trade to a col- 
league. His problem was to find an effective way of doing it. Little 
could be expected from a direct complaint against Hearne addressed to 
London. The Committee would be bound to take formal notice of such 
a complaint, and refer Marten’s charges to Hearne by the next ship; 
and, in view of the latter’s proven obstinacy, the most probable result of 
their action would be a flat denial of the charges laid. The Committee 
would then be left with no means of deciding which of their competing 
factors was in the right, and things would stand precisely where they had 
started. 

So Marten adopted another course, and, if that course was indirect, 
the difficulty of his position and the clear intransigence of his colleague 


752-239/b/39; fo) 22. 
2 Ibid. 


° This is very much the line Hearne actually took when he received Marten’s 
remonstrance of August 4, 1779. He retorted to Marten that his accusations 
were “ of so peevish a nature as not to claim the notice of my pen ” (B. 239/b/39, 
fo. 27d.). 
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are to be remembered. What he did was to write, in the regular packet 
of January, 1778, to the masters of Severn, Albany, Moose, Henley and 
Eastmain, all old friends of his and most of them strangers to Hearne, 
telling them how he was injured by Churchill’s competition and asking 
their comments.1 With one exception, all wrote back expressing 
disapproval.2. But these packet letters counted as official documents, 
and the Company required that copies of them be sent home. In the 
papers of half-a-dozen posts, therefore, the Committee would find 
repeated the story of Hearne’s misconduct, and beside it some very 
decided expressions of sympathy for Marten from their other factors. 
Marten could hardly have covered himself better; and if he simul- 
taneously exposed Hearne, in a manner that gave the latter no chance 
of defending himself, he had at least waited till Hearne had had ample 
opportunity to accept his offer of co-operation in recovering Indian 
debts, and had plainly no intention of doing so. 

To meet the varied problems presented by hostile Pedlars, wayward 
Indians, dissatisfied subordinates, a difficult colleague and wretched 
health Marten brought a variety of high qualities. “That he had a clear 
head is evident, both from the papers he wrote and the manner in which 
he wrote them; fact and argument are well organised; his expression is 
clear and pithy. His experience was great. He had been in service 
since 1750, and had been in succession at York, at Severn (which he had 
founded in 1759) and at Albany, which he had commanded from 1764 
till 1774. He was devotedly loyal to the Company; (“Twenty eight 


1“ As to York Fort the old work is going on against it. I mean what Mr. 
Jacobs used to Complain of, the underhand enticeing Indians to leave trading 
here, nay so barefaced were things carried on when the Churchill Sloop was here 
at Shiptime, that Mr. Johnston publickly asked some of our Indians to go with 
him to Prince Wales Fort, nor doth Mr. Samuel Hearne deny his having sent 
Brandy to some of the North River Indians, now in my opinion Sir this mode of 
proceedure is very prejudicial to the Company’s real Interest, as it certainly 
encreases the insolence of the Natives and in fact enables them to cheat when in 
debt, however Sir as I would not be too positive or opiniated shall esteem 
your Sentiments on this head as a singular Favour, not having as yet endeavoured 
to recover a single Indian that hath been enticed from me ” (B. 239/b/38, fo. 8d., 
Marten to Albany and Moose Forts, Severn, Eastmain and Henley Houses, 
January 31, 1778). 

2 B. 239/b/38, fo. 10, Cocking (from Severn) to Marten, February 23, 1778 ; 
fo. 18d., Hutchins (from Albany) to Marten, April 12, 1778; B. 239/b/39, 
fo. 23, J. Favell (from Henley) to Marten, October 15, 1778; fo. 24, E. B 
Kitchin (from Moose) to Marten, December 6, 1778. Only the master of 
Eastmain seems to have failed to answer. 
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Years ”, he wrote in 1778, “ have I eat your bread; Duty, and gratitude 
engage me Strongly in your Interest; I cannot bear to hear without 
informing you of it, that the Canadian Traders boast, of clearing ten 
thousand pounds Sterling this Year ’’).1_ He was heart and soul behind 
the Company’s new policy of establishing inland posts.2. In apportion- 
ing trade goods he put the claims of Cumberland House ahead of those of 
his own immediate post of York*—a practice suggestive of his being too 
big and wise a man to be jealous of a subordinate’s success. He had 
besides the none too common gift of being able to depute authority and 
leave his subordinates freedom to use their own initiative. Not all 
commanders would have had the sense to write to a subordinate as Marten 
wrote to Cocking in September, 1776; “ With William Tomison I 
sent a body of directions and Instructions . . . I doubt not your obeying 
them where the nature of Affairs will permit . . . should you find it 
Necessary to depart from them; you will please to give your reasons in 
writing for so doing ”’.4 Finally, his many years in North America had 
given him a very clear insight into Indian character. 

The last was vital to the performance of his duties. It was certain 
that Cumberland House, and, with Cumberland, York, would fail if 
he did not get ample trading goods carried inland; he had not enough 
white men to do this job, as has been seen, and the task of persuading 
Indians to act as carriers would have taxed the diplomatic genius of an 
archangel. Marten found them “ excessively troublesome ”’, exorbitant 
and greedy, and not without reason, for, he records, “ Our Men say the 
Canadian Traders give them presents not to come with, or assist them, 
this makes them so exceedingly insolent, that flesh and blood is to weak 
to bare it; Indeed I am so fatigued with them, that my life is allmost a 
burden to me”. However, he got them to work for the Company, 
at a price, and seems to have done so with increasing ease. His remarks 
on their unreasonableness reach a peak in 1778. By 1781 his difficulties 
with them seemed to have declined. It is not to be questioned that the 
growing hatred of the Indians for the Canadians* must have made it 


1A. 11/116, fo. 42, Marten to the Governor and Committee, York Fort, 
August 28, 1778. 

2B. 239/b/36, fo. 9, Marten to T. Hutchins, January 1, 1776; T'yrrell, 
Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 593. 

3B. 239/a/78, York Fort Journal, August 4, 1780, ““ Mr. Tomison is permitted 
to pick and chuse the goods he liketh best ”’. 

baw ALY, 348: 

°B. 239/a/75, York Fort Journal, July 23, 1778; see also p. xxvii, n. 4. 

6 As described in H. B. §., XIV, xlvii—lii. 
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somewhat easier for Marten (and the leaders inland) to secure their 
assistance, but the fact remains that he still could not have managed them 
if he had not understood them and proved a man of his word. With the 
local, or Homeguard, Indians of York Fort, who were out of the Pedlars’ 
reach, he got on very well. His correspondence has much praise for their 
exertions and success in trapping fur. 

Managing white men was less exacting than managing Indians— 
for the former knew what a contract was—but it was still not easy. 
An Orkneyman enlisted as a labourer with the Hudson’s Bay Company 
and came to America with the same object as he signed on with a whaler’s 
crew and went on a voyage—to save money and acquire capital; he was 
no crusader for Britain’s trade with savages and it normally remained 
his intention to return home to his native isles at last. He would give 
good dutiful service, while fairly treated, but had no mind to be exploited. 
When he found himself sent away from the familiar and relatively 
comfortable old Bayside posts on an arduous journey of some five 
hundred miles to a new-built post inland, where almost unvarying meals 
of fish were the sole and none-too-certain alternative to starvation, he 
considered himself grossly exploited. He obeyed his masters, indeed, 
but did so with a determination to be quit of the Bay as soon as his con- 
tract permitted, and with a shrewd appreciation of the fact that, the greater 
the incompetence he displayed in one year, the less was the likelihood of 
his being driven inland the next.1_ It was Marten’s job to persuade these 
men to work well and willingly. His argument was money. “ In 
order”, he wrote in 1776, “‘ to make them go up Cheerfully and have 
your Interest at heart I promised . . . an advance of forty shillings, above 
their present Wages ”’.2. But the men were unimpressed, “‘ they saying 
that Mr. Jacobs had promised to several that went up before the like 
gratuity ’’, and it had not been received.? It was in these circumstances 
that Marten (as noted earlier)* “‘ gave each of them my note of hand 
to pay the said forty shillings advance should you refuse to give it 
tiem => 


1A. 11/116, fo. 5, Marten to the Governor and Committee, York Fort, 
August 20, 1776, “ At present your Orkney Servants are very remiss in pro- 
tecting your Goods, or in making themselves acquainted with the management 
of a Canoe ; by which means they hope to be kept at the Fort, as unfit for inland 
duties.” 


2 B. 239/a/73, York Fort Journal, July 13, 1776. 
* Ibid. 
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5 B. 239/a/73, York Fort Journal, July 13, 1776. 
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So Marten risked his own fortune (which was by no means large?) 
in his masters’ business and the men consented (all of them “ strong 
stoute young men, and without who’s assistance the Brandy particularly 
could not have been sent up ”®). His masters duly supported him and 
approved his forty shilling gratuity, but the wage demands of the inland 
men were not finally settled thereby. A few seasons’ experience of 
travelling inland bred up about a score, or slightly more, of very com- 
petent voyageurs—good canoemen, with a valuable knowledge of Indian 
languages and character too. “They were indispensable to the con- 
tinuance of Cumberland House and they knew the value of their services. 
When the time came to renew their contracts, they insisted upon wages 
higher than the maximum London permitted.2 Marten found himself 
wretchedly torn between conflicting duties—the duty of obeying his 
masters’ explicit orders about wages and the duty of keeping the inland 
settlement going, which could not be done if the experienced old hands 
resigned in a body and went home. He chose to disobey his instructions 
and re-engage the competent canoemen at their own price, but he hated 
having to do it. The embarrassment this conflict of duties caused him is 
eloquently recorded in his journal. 

1 In writing to Thomas Kitchin at Albany on February 4, 1779, Marten 
expressed fears that his health might compel his return to England, “ which in 
my situation is not very agreeable for I assure you I am very poor and (I beg 
pardon) Apothecarys Bills &c. &c. &c. run high ” (B. 239/b/39, fo. 9d.). 

2 B. 239/a/73, York Fort Journal, July 13, 1776. 

3A. 6/12, fo. rosd., Governor and Committee to Marten and Council at 
York Fort, May 13, 1778, ““ We... insist that Our Labourers Wages, during 
their Second Contracts, be never advanced higher than to £8 a year, which with 
the Gratuity of 40/- a year We allow them for going Inland, We deem a sufficient 
Compensation.” 

*E.g., B. 239/a/76, York Fort Journal, July 21, 1779: “ my Self very farr 
from well Indeed the anxiety that now attends a Chief at York Fort, (who must 
either disobey your Honrs. orders or drop the Inland settlements as your old 
Servants will not go inland, unless their demands are complyed with) is so great, 
that, sleep, health and peace of mind are to me no more; consequently Life is a 
heavy burthen, and as to the Indians their demands for assisting in the carrying 
of goods is wildly extravagant, and their behaviour insultingly insolent, Brandy 
Brandy, Brandy is the constant cry of these miserably debauched wretches who 
are dropping off like rotten sheep and will soon be exterpated if the Canadians 
continue their inroads inland”. And again Marten writes in the next year : 
“ My distress at this time is very great as I am oblidged to disobey your Honors 
orders in regard to the Mens Wages, Or give up the Inland Expeditions, for 
Goods cannot be got Inland if the Old Hands are taken from us ” (B. 239/a/78, 
York Fort Journal, July 5, 1780). 
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But perhaps the greatest of Marten’s duties was that of making his 
employers understand what was needed for the success of their business 
inland. Marten did this duty under a considerable handicap—the 
handicap of knowing most of the problems of Cumberland House only 
at second-hand. He could never travel inland and see the situation for 
himself. Quite apart from his health, his duties prevented his doing so. 
In summer, when the rivers opened and canoe journeys became possible, 
his responsibilities at York Fort confined him rigidly to that post by the 
seaside. “This was the season when furs must be counted, sorted and 
baled; it was also the season when the ink thawed! and all the journals, 
letter books and accounts of the year had to be written up; when the 
greatest number of Indians came in to barter their furs and, if they were 
‘“‘ Uplanders ”’, to bargain over the price of carrying goods inland; and, 
as the summer wore toward its close, the master of York Fort had again 
to be on hand, to meet the Company’s ship from England, receive his 
annual indent of trade goods and embark his year’s trade of beaver.? 
The difficulty of engaging Indian canoemen to carry goods was indeed 
one with which Marten was all too familiar, but the other problems of 
the Saskatchewan he had to learn from the reports of Cocking and 
Tomison. 

Nothing illustrates Marten’s conscientiousness better than the pains he 
took to lay the situation inland and its needs plainly before his masters. No 
special effort to do this was required of him. The Saskatchewan posts sent 
their own journals home; there was also the annual “‘ Letter Inward ” 
which each factor, with his council and the ship’s captain, annually drafted, 
signed and sent home. Marten might have left the Committee to dis- 
cover the state of their affairs from these despatches, but he did not. 
Instead, he took it upon himself to write special appreciations of the situ- 


1 This is not an exaggeration. On November 29, 1780, the York Fort 
Journal records “ Strong Beer froze solid in bottles tho’ within 2 feet of a stout 
fire” (B. 239/a/79). See also H[udson’s] B[ay Company] Sferies], Vol. I, 
E. E. Rich (ed.), Feurnal of Occurrences in the Athabasca Department by George 
Simpson, 1820 and 1821, and Report (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1938, 
and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1938), p. 201. Hence the 
clerks on the staff of York Fort are recorded as employed on “ writing ” only in 
the summer months. One infers that the original copy of a fort journal was 
generally kept in pencil. 

2 In winter at this period it would probably have been difficult, if not im- 
possible, to find a guide, as the Indians, who knew the route, were mostly 
uplanders who left the fort in good time to get well inland before the rivers 
froze. 
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ation inland;! and these, in spite of his eye trouble, are sometimes in his 
own large, clear holograph. He was at pains to go through the journals 
of the inland posts and assemble their most important points in well organ- 
ised, numbered paragraphs. He commonly detained the masters of the 
inland posts for several days after their main parties had returned in order to 
discuss their problems in detail with them. Asa result of these pains, his 
appreciations contain perhaps the best, clearest and most informative brief 
pictures of the early days of what is called the strife between the companies. 

The most important quality to be found in any appreciation is truth. 
This point may seem obvious enough, but, it is still a fact that to tell the 
whole truth commonly requires more courage than many men possess. 
In reporting a situation to one’s masters there is an ever-present and in- 
sidious temptation to tell a pleasant story, to stress the news that will be 
welcome, to gloss over what will be found unpleasant. But there was 
none of this weakness in Humphrey Marten. His reports are un- 
sparingly blunt. “They lay the situation mercilessly bare, and bristle 
with demands for the means to cope with it. He was meticulous in 
detailing as precisely as he could the location of the Pedlars’ settlements 
and their success in trade. He was equally plain-spoken in explaining 
why they were successful. While trade goods lasted, the Hudson’s Bay 
Company could handsomely undersell the Montrealers, but it could never 
get enough trade goods inland or make enough settlements among the 
Indians. The reason for this, once enough canoes were available, was, 
of course, want of men, and season after season Marten pounded into his 
masters the urgency of their need for men, and the opportunities that were 
going to waste for want of men to exploit them. 

For (strange as this may sound to those reared on the legend of Hud- 
son’s Bay Company men’s unvarying lethargy) Marten was a keen and 
consistent expansionist. He had found his own first command in building 
a new post on the banks of the Severn in 1759.2 In the second year of 


1Viz. A. 11/116, fos. 5s—8, Marten to the Governor and Committee, August 
20, 1776; fos. 21-28, same to same, August 25, 17773; fos. 41-44, same to 
same, August 28,1778. There is no similar letter for 1779, the year of Marten’s 
great illness, nor for 1780, but in the latter year he wrote out, under the date of 
August 4 in the York Fort Journal, some “‘ Remarks and Observations on the 
Inland Journals” which serve the same purpose as the earlier appreciations 
(B. 239/a/78, fos. 43d.-46d.). See also p. xxx, n. 5. 

“And he had built it well too. Philip Turnor praises Severn House as 
“ Substantial, Defensible and Convenient ”’ and upholds it as a model on which 
Henley House might with great advantage be rebuilt (Tyrrell, Fournals of 
Hearne and Turnor, p. 277). 


xe SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


his command of Albany Fort he had been responsible for the re-establish- 
ment of Henley House, a hundred miles upstream. It would appear, 
too, that it was he who inspired Albany’s further expansion beyond 
Henley to Gloucester House, which was carried out under Thomas 
Hutchins; certainly he had been at pains to learn all he could about 
sites, routes and guides, and one of his first letters from York Fort passes 
this information on to Hutchins. At York Fort he remained active 
in his enquiries for the best possible routes of travel inland, and he found a 
guide to take Tomison back by a new one in 1776. ‘The pros and cons 
of it, he writes, were “ strongly debated before me, by the North river 
Indian Captain and the Basquea Captain, when the arguments of the 
latter were so well supported, that all consented to go the New way; 
tho’ at first the former was strongly against it ’’.? 

‘The new way went through “ large lakes ”’, and this led Marten to 
hope that “‘ large boats might be built to navigate those large lakes, with 
Expedition and safety”. In the event his hope for boats could not yet 
be fulfilled, but its expression serves to show Marten’s eagerness to make 
the most of every opportunity; nor is it to be forgotten here that, though 
his wish for boats might fail as yet, it was still his initiative that led to the 
Company’s acquiring a supply of canoes sufficient to its needs, as has been 
seen elsewhere.* 

Marten’s eagerness for expansion also made him the prime mover in 
getting a second inland post founded upstream beyond Cumberland, and 
his impatience was sorely tried by the lateness of its foundation, for he had 
wished to see it built in 1777. He would have made other settlements 
too, had the resources been available; he wanted a post in the “‘ Bungee 
country ” and made enquiries for a good site on Lake Winnipeg.®> After 

1B. 239/b/36, fos. 8d.—10, Marten to Hutchins, January 1, 1776; Tyrrell, 
Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 593. 

2A. 11/116, fo. 7, Marten to the Governor and Committee, York Fort, 
August 20, 1776. See also H. B. 8., XIV, p. 41, n. 1; p. 83, n. I. 

bids te.0 7d. 

4See H. B. S., XIV, xviii. 

>On August 28, 1781, he reported to the Governor and Committee, “ The 
Trading House erected in the Buffalo Country is in a fine situation for trade; 
there Sirs I think, the grandest stroke is to be struck, that is the point the 
Canadians principally aim at, and consequently should be well looked after ; as 
to stopping the Canadians from penetrating into your Limits it is impossible, they 
being in numbers three to one at least. The Bungee Country will I hope be 
visited by Longmoor this Fall, and as Lake Winnepeg is in that Country one 
Settlement will probably do in those parts ; but it should be well manned those 
People being very insolent and very daring, one of the Bungee Leaders consented 
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the fairly successful, yet still disappointing, season enjoyed by Hudson 
House in 1779-80, Marten wrote to London: “ Longmoor is sure no 
less than sixteen Thousand made Beaver hath been lost at Hudson House 
for want of Goods. Hudson House is finely situated for Trade . . . was 
a bold stroke immediately struck it would be the grandest Mart of Trade 
in all the Northern parts of North America, was an Orkney Boat builder 
sent to Cumberland House, Boats might be built to carry four, five or Six 
Tons burthen,! but no less number than One Hundred Men would be 
able to perform the requisite duties; this number will certainly surprize 
your Honors, but by what I can learn I will venture my Neck if such a 
number were Inland under the direction of Messrs. Tomison and 
Longmoor a Fifty Thousand skin Trade would in a few years be sent 
from York Fort ”’.2 

This opportunity was, of course, not grasped. The wretched com- 
munications between York Fort and London, the French raid of 1782 
and, most notably, the slaughter of the beaver-hunters by the smallpox 
epidemic of 1781-82 all conspired to delay the “ bold stroke ” and rob 
it of the chance of realising a “ Fifty Thousand skin ” trade. But Marten 
was persistent. When he returned to the Bay from his sick leave in 
1782, he brought out new hands enough to raise his complement to one 
hundred.’ They landed, of course, just in time to be shipped back to 
Europe as French prisoners of war, but they came out to America again 
after the peace. Before Marten finally retired in 1786 (or very soon 
after) York Fort acquired its fourth subordinate post.4 It may have been 
a good thing for Marten’s neck that no one took him at his word over 
his trade prospects, but still this aging and gouty invalid can never be 
accused of lacking vision or failing to maintain a consistent pressure on 
his masters. 


to conduct a partie of your Servants to a proper place this Fall where an Erection 
may most conveniently be made for trade and provisions. Should the above 
person come down this fall Longmoor will accompany him, if not proceed by 
himself and proper assistants as he well knows the Country ” (A. 11/116, fo. 
87-87d.). 

1 This italicized passage is underlined in pencil and further emphasised by an 
index finger drawn in the margin—both apparently by a London hand. 

* B. 239/a/78, York Fort Journal, August 4, 1780. 

* Of course, having one hundred men for York and its dependencies was not 
the same as having one hundred for inland services, but it was still an increase, 
and, for wartime, a large one. 

*Edward Umfreville declares that York Fort had a complement of one 
hundred men divided between itself and four subordinate posts at the date at 
which he wrote his Present State of Hudson’s Bay, see p. 81. 
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As he was keen for expansion, so was he also eager for any other new 
method that might improve the Company’s trade. One of the objects 
for which he wished more men was to imitate on a wide scale the practice 
of the pedlars who permitted “ each man . . . to take up, as much trading 
goods as he pleases, provided it exceed not his wages ”, and to enter “ into 
an obligation to return for such goods, a certain Number of Skins, or to 
loose his wages”. ‘‘ On the payment of the Skins ”, Marten continued, 
“the obligation ends and whatever, Skins overpluss, he hath got, he ts 
allowed to trade [for himself] ”’.1 On the same basis Marten urged that 
the Company’s men be encouraged to trap and trade their catch at the 
Indians’ rate; for want of encouragement, this was then little done, 
though at York Fort Marten himself and William Lockey, the sloop- 
master, set an example by running trap lines with some success, but 
without personal profit. 

Marten was also ever ready to give credit where credit was due, and 
to see that his subordinates’ merits were properly known in London. 
When he told how the Indians who had travelled with Longmoor in 
1776 had “embezzled” a “‘ good quantity, of Brandy ”, he was at pains 
to add that Longmoor was “a careful stout hearted Man” .? He also 
made particular mention of the fact that “ not less than one thousand 
made beaver, was by the Industry and Vigilence, of Wm. Tomison, 
Wm. Walker and Robert Longmoor, brought to Cumberland House 
last Spring’. When the Committee took issue with him over the 
lavishness of the wages he had bound them to pay their inland men, his 
only apology was a vigorous counter-attack on behalf of the men con- 
cerned. “I am greatly distressed to answer this part of your Letter ”’, 
he writes, “I would not offend you Gentlemen, but truth must flow 
from my pen, Not one of your Inland Servants think they are properly 
encouraged; Their lives frequently threatned by the Canadians who’s 
numbers are as 15 to 1; Frequent hungry bellys; wet and cold lodgings 
are amongst the many other hardships they undergo, they say that the 
wages you offer them is not proportionate to the Services they render to 
the Company”. Here (as often) Marten’s punctuation might be im- 
proved, but his bluntly succinct statement of the inland servants’ case 
could not easily be bettered. 


1A. 11/116, fo. 23d., Marten to the Governor and Committee, York Fort, 
Atigust 2521777. 

2 Ibid., fo. 21d. 

* Ibid. fo,2gd. 

4 Ibid., fo. 67, Marten to the Governor and Committee, York Fort, September 
4, 1780. 
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It is evident that Marten had much initiative of his own, but he appears 
to have had none of the pride that hinders some able and masterful men 
from adopting the suggestions of others. In 1779 Philip Turnor had 
recorded his opinion “ with Submission to your Honors I think your 
Inland Settlements from York Fort very short of Officers Gratdeit 
Tomison, Longmoor or Walker were to leave the service “I do not 
think any person at York Fort Capable or fit to go Inland with Goods ” 
except George Hudson. It can hardly be a coincidence that in the next 
year Marten sent Hudson and one James Elphinstone to the Saskat- 
chewan expressly “ to raise a succession of officers capable of transacting 
your Inland Affairs ”.2 

To his own post and its affairs Marten applied the same energy as to 
the inland settlements. In spite of being very short-handed he managed 
to get much of York Fort rebuilt in the war years (though, of course, 
with no better materials than the locally grown and knotty softwoods 
which could be felled upstream and rafted down the Hayes). He might 
almost be called a keen farmer. He maintained a flourishing breed of 
cattle and pigs, of which the latter were apparently supplied by the 
Company at his particular request. In 1781 the York Fort General 
Letter complained that past indents for garden seeds had not been com- 
plied with, and, after stating that the same were “ absolutely necessary 
to prevent the Scurvy ”’,4 continued that Marten had already expended 
some pounds to bring the gardens to their present perfection .5 ‘The 
context would imply that the pounds Marten had expended were his own. 


1 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp- 251-52. 

-Alsit/ tro, fo, 75d., Marten and Council to Governor and Committee, 
York Fort, September 13, 1780. 

3 And in turn Marten supplied Severn with a breeding stock of pigs which 
provided that post with 363 Ibs. of pork in 1777-78 (B. 239/b/38, fo. 9d., 
Cocking to Marten, Severn House, February 23, a7 7.8): 

* Hearne refers to scurvy as a serious threat at Hudson’s Bay Company posts 
(J. B. Tyrrell (ed.), 4 Fourney from Prince of Wales’s Fort in Hudson's Bay to 
the Northern Ocean in the Years 1769, 1770, 1771 and 1772, by Samuel Hearne 
(Toronto, The Champlain Society, rgr1), p- 417). On January 31, 1779, 
Marten, writing to Eusebius Bacchus Kitchin, concedes that his garden at York 
Fort was not so flourishing as Kitchin’s at Moose but it still produced “‘ 20 
pounds ” of potatoes and ‘“‘ we had several messes of green pease and Beans, and 
about ten bushels of Turnips, but as to Cabbage Carrots & Collyflowers, they are 
not to be expected” (B. 239/b/39, fo. 6d.). On June 6 of the same year he 
wrote Hearne “ all our gardens [sic] are now sowed ” (Ibid., fo. 7): 

SA. 11./116, fo. 97, Marten, Cocking and W. Christopher to the Governor 
and Committee, September 3, 1781. 


c 
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Allin all, it would appear that the Company were fortunate in having 
Marten available in these critical years when their inland settlements 
were first founded and they needed a master at York Fort who would 
“push it up with a willingness”. For Marten did precisely that. 

Little of a personal nature is known about him. In build he seems to 
have been bulky as well as infirm, for he describes an Orkney pony 
Hearne shipped him from Churchill as “ not able to bear my weight 
and. . . by much too Skittish ”’.! His face is described as “ meek ”; but, 
as this description is found in a letter of apology for numerous misdoings, 
which was written by an unsatisfactory carpenter called Walter Bigger 
and also contained the statement that Marten did not “ suck the breasts 
of Wolves or Tygers ”,? it is perhaps not a very valuable piece of evidence. 
He did not lack intellectual interests. He complained that his eye 
trouble deprived him “ of one of the greatest pleasures of Life; Viz: 
Reading ”’.2 When called upon to provide the Royal Society of London 
with natural history specimens and information in 1771, he was at first 
taken aback; “I hope to find the Surgeon [Dr. Thomas Hutchins] 
versed in these Matters, for as to my self I frankly own my Ignorance 
in Zoology ”, he wrote. However, he soon discovered a new interest 
in it; he set up nesting boxes for tree swallows about Albany Fort, sent 
home “‘a fine brace of Partridges a Cock & Hen (as | think) both alive ” 
and tried to send a pair of rabbits, “‘ but could not get a Doe to live ”.4 
Besides these he, of course, sent specimens too, which were used by 
Pennant,® but credited to Thomas Hutchins, his successor at Albany.® 


1B, 239/b/39, fo. 13, Marten to Hearne, February 5, 1779. ‘There seems 
to have been no special breed of horses in Orkney, as there is in Shetland, and 
most of the horses used in Orkney are said to have been imported from the 
mainland. No doubt this particular animal was small, but there is no occasion 
to picture it as a Shetland pony. 

2 B. 239/b/40, fo. 2, W. Bigger to Marten, September 24, 1779. 

3B. 239/b/37, fo. gd., Marten to Hearne, York Fort, January 4, 1777. 

4]. L. Baillie, “ Naturalists on Hudson Bay ”, The Beaver (Winnipeg, 
Hudson’s Bay Company), December, 1946, p. 38. Marten added that the 
partridges “ Feed on small berrys of all kinds & Buds of Trees and take to 
Pease and barley pretty well”’. 

5 Thomas Pennant, Arctic Zoology, Vol. 1, Quadrupeds (London, 1784), 
Vol. IJ, Birds (London, 1785). 

6 So says Hearne (Tyrrell, Fourney from Prince of Wales’s Fort... 1769, 
1770, 1771 and 1772, by Samuel Hearne, p. 408n.), “ It is, however, no less 
true, that the late Mr. Humphry Martin, many years Governor of Albany Fort, 
sent home several hundred specimens of animals and plants to complete that 
collection ; but by some mistake, nothing of the kind was placed to the credit 
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His York Fort journals and his letters to Hearne record the first arrival 
of swallows and late appearances of snow buntings. Most probably it 
was he who made the “‘ many trials ” that Hearne describes at hatching 
and raising sharptailed grouse with a domestic hen as foster-mother at 
York Fort, but in this he failed,! like almost all aviculturists who have 
repeated his experiment since his day. The scientific spirit so far gripped 
him that he applied it even to himself. In his great illness of 1779 he 
described his constant pain in his left kidney to Thomas Kitchin and 
added, “ however Sir should it occasion my death, I have desired and the 
Surgeon hath promised to open me, for as the case seems extraordinary 
to know from whence it really proceeds may be of service to others ”.2 

Marten was twice married “ after the custom of the country ”. His 
first squaw died “ at 10 minutes before 3 O Clock ” on the morning of 
January 24, 1771, leaving him a son whom he had educated at some cost 
in England.? By 1778 his second squaw had apparently borne him three 
children.* He finally retired from the Company’s service in 1786 and is 
last heard of in the Company’s records in 1787.5 The date of his death is 
unknown. He was certainly dead by 1792, for Hearne, who died in that 
year, refers to himas “the late Mr. Humphry Martin” ina footnote to the 
final chapter of 4 fourney from Prince of Wales’s Fort... to the Northern 
Ocean.® "The fact, however, that Umfreville was careful not to mention 
him by name when writing his Present State of Hudson’s Bay may indicate 
that he was still alive enough to undertake a libel action in 1790.7 


of his account. Even my respected friend Mr. Pennant, who with a candour 
that does him honour, has so generously acknowledged his obligations to all to 
whom he thought he was indebted for information when he was writing his 
Arctic Zoology, (see the Advertisement,) has not mentioned his name ; but lam 
fully persuaded that it entirely proceeded from a want of knowing the person ; 
and as Mr. Hutchins succeeded him at Albany in the year 1774, every thing that 
has been sent over from that part has been placed his account .” 

plbid:, pp. 377. 

? B. 239/b/39, fo. 9, Marten to Thomas Kitchin, York Fort, February 4, 1779. 

° B. 3/a/63, Albany Journal, January 24,1771; Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne 
and Turnor, p. 593. 

4The York Fort Journal, under mAprilst9, 1778, refers'to “., 5 my own 
Connection 4 In number ” (B. 239/a/75). 

Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 597. 

6 Tyrrell, Fourney from Prince of Wales’s Fort... 1769, 1770, 1771 and 
1772, by Samuel Hearne, p. 408. 

7 Other Hudson’s Bay Company men, whom Umffreville knew, are sometimes 
referred to by name, e.g., Philip Turnor and Thomas Hutchins (Umfreville, 
Present State of Hudson’s Bay, pp. 11, 22). 
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A picturesque figure in the story of the Canadian fur trade is the French 
voyageur. He paddled the great canoes of the North West Company 
through the lakes and rivers of the Northland, carried ponderous loads 
over rough portages and endured hunger and cold with a splendid 
indifference. His skills and physical hardihood made the commercial 
empire of the St. Lawrence possible. His colourful dress and personality 
gave it romance. His contribution to the opening-up of the continent 
was large and has received the attention it has deserved. His achieve- 
ments have been recorded, his songs collected and his merits well ad- 
vertised. He has very properly become one of the great, familiar figures 
of the fur trade. 

It is not so with the very different breed of men who were the back- 
bone of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s enterprises. Yet the labourers of 
the Hudson’s Bay Company deserve a notice second only to that granted 
to those employed by the Nor’Westers. In number they were of course 
much fewer than the employees of the North West Company but they 
were still the second largest white element in the fur countries. Like 
the voyageurs from French Canada, the Hudson’s Bay Company men 
contracted alliances with native women and contributed to the present 
population of the west; and the quality of their contribution was rela- 
tively high. Likewise they bore an equivalent part of the task of ex- 


1JIn 1799 the Hudson’s Bay Company had some 530 employees in North 
America (The Beaver, December, 1936, J. Storer Clouston, “ Orkney and the 
Hudson’s Bay Company ”’, p. 4). But, of course, by no means all the 530 were 
inland, as a considerable number were required at the Company’s old posts by the 
Bay (where upwards of 180 had been employed in 1772, Bryce, Remarkable 
History of the Hudson’s Bay Company, pp. 10g et seq.). At about the same date 
of 1799 or 1800 the North West Company had 1,276 men engaged in the North 
West trade, of whom 903 were actually employed beyond Grand Portage 
(A. Mackenzie, Voyages from Montreal, on the River St. Laurence, through the 
Continent of North America, to the Frozen and Pacific Oceans ; in the Years 1789 
and 1793 (London, 1801), pp. xxvi—vii). 

2 J. Franklin, Narrative of a Fourney to the Shores of the Polar Sea, in the years 
181g, 20, 21, avd 22 (London, 1823), pp. 85-86 (from Chapter III, which was 
contributed by Dr. J. Richardson), “‘ It is, however, but justice to remark, that 
there is a very decided difference in the conduct of the children of the Orkney 
men employed by the Hudson’s Bay Company and those of the Canadian voyagers. 
Some trouble is occasionally bestowed in teaching the former, and it is not thrown 
away ; but all the good that can be said of the latter is, that they are not quite so 
licentious as their fathers are.” 
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changing the manufactured goods of civilised man for the furs of the 
savage. ‘Their labours carried the old Company through the hardest 
years of competition and laid the foundation of their victory in 1821. 
They too have a place in the story of the making of the Canadian 
West. 

Almost the first mention of the Hudson’s Bay Company’s labouring 
servants inland in the literature of the fur trade is a piquant contradiction 
in terms by Alexander Henry the elder. “ Highlanders, from the 
Orkney Islands ”? is his description of the complement of Cumberland 
House in 1775. Ofcourse they were not Highlanders. From the main- 
land and the Gaelic-speaking isles of Scotland the Hudson’s Bay 
Company did not begin to recruit till the nineteenth century. Early in 
the eighteenth century, however, they had discovered the merits of the 
men of Orkney on whom they came increasingly to depend. 

Of course, the Company never went so far as to make Orkney their 
sole recruiting ground. In their ranks there was always to be found a 
handful of Englishmen from the London area, like Philip Turnor, 
John Charles and David Thompson, or from the country, like Hearne 
and Peter Fidler, a few Lowland Scots, like Robert Longmoor and 
William Auld, or half-breeds born beside the Bay, like Moses Norton 
and Charles Isham. But against this small and mixed minority, Orkney- 
men in the latter part of the eighteenth century were providing a large 
and homogeneous majority, estimated by an informed contemporary 
at seventy-five per cent.2- Among the Company’s labourers, with 
whom we are here concerned, this Orcadian majority was decidedly 
greater, for English employees were mainly clerks or officers, and 
Edward Umfreville was hardly very far wrong when he wrote in 


1 J. Bain (ed.), Travels and Adventures in Canada and the Indian Territories 
between the Years 1760 and 1776: by Alexander Henry, Fur Trader (Toronto, 
FOO1), p. 262. 

2 J. Storer Clouston (ed.), The Orkney Parishes : Containing the Statistical 
Account of Orkney 1795-1798. Drawn up from the Communications of the 
Ministers of the different Parishes by Sir Fohn Sinclair (Kirkwall, 1927), p. 121. 
The writer was the Reverend William Clouston of Sandwick and Stromness. 
His descendant, J. Storer Clouston, found that for the year 1799 the exact 
percentage of Orcadians in the Company’s service was seventy eight and a half 


(The Beaver, December, 1936, “ Orkney and the Hudson’s Bay Company”, 


* E.g. Both Hearne and Turnor entered as officers ; Thompson and Charles 
entered as “‘ apprentices ”’, to become officers on the expiry of their contracts ; 
Fidler, though hired as a labourer, became a clerk within a year of landing in 
America. The Edinburgh Scot, William Auld, had likewise entered as an officer. 
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1790 “The labouring servants... are all procured from the Orkney 
Islands ”’.4 

Merit, which we have ventured to ascribe to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s Orkneymen, is something it has become very fashionable 
to deny them. Some, citing the views of the London Committee in 
1810, conceive them to have let the Company down by sheer cowardice 
in the hard days of the strife between the Companies.” Others quote 
with approval George Simpson’s abuse of their “* slow inanimate habits ””.8 
Others again fall back on the authority of Colin Robertson, the author 
and, for a while, the leader of the Company’s final Athabaska enterprise, 
to argue that the Orcadians “‘ were only competent for the Bay-side 
posts ” and French voyageurs alone were suitable for the efficient pursuit 
of the inland fur trade.* 

Here is indeed a damning catalogue of weaknesses. Each has “ docu- 
mentary ” backing, though none is necessarily final or profound on that 
account. They all, to be sure, lie outside the strict limits of our period, 
but they are drawn from recent and familiar publications and seem too 
close to our subject to be ignored.° 


1 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p. 113. 

2 H[udson’s] B[ay Company] S[eries], Vol. I], E. E. Rich and R. Harvey 
Fleming (eds.), Colin Robertson’s Correspondence Book, September 1817 to 
September 1822 (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1939, and London, The 
Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1939), p- XXXL. 

8 H[udson’s] B[ay Company] Sferies], Vol. III, R. Harvey Fleming (ed.), 
Minutes of Council Northern Department of Rupert Land, 1821-31 (Toronto, 
The Champlain Society, 1940, and London, The Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 
1940), Pp. 349. 

4 Bob Ll ceva. 

5 A friend, who had kindly read my Ms., suggests that my use here of material 
lying outside the strict bounds of my period is not legitimate. I find it hard, 
however, to agree with this view. Our topic is what might be called “ racial 
character”. It is certainly possible for racial character to change with time— 
there is a great contrast indeed between the coarseness and brutality of the 
drunken, cock-fighting, bull-baiting Englishman of the eighteenth century and the 
sobriety and the sometimes mawkish sentimentality about animals characteristic 
of his modern descendant ; but such changes are hardly to be expected in so short 
a space as that dividing our period from the sources here cited. Indeed the 
personnel criticised at the later period is in some cases actually identical with that 
employed at the earlier—e.g. William Tomison of South Ronaldshay himself 
did not finally retire till 1810; William Flett (or Flatt) of Firth in the Orkneys, 
who joined the Hudson’s Bay Company as a labourer in 1782 at the age of 20, 
remained in their service till 1823; and James Tate of Orphir, who joined the 
service in 1778, retired in 1812. 
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As to the accusation of cowardice, it is a commonplace to everyone, 
whose study of history has not excluded military history, that courage 
is a most variable quality. “The amount of it displayed by the common 
man in any given situation depends enormously upon the example shown 
him by his leader. With Hearne, one marks, the Company’s Orkney- 
men were cheerfully ready to pitch into a numerically superior mob of 
rioting and drunken Indians with their bare fists and batter the savage 
mutineers back into obedience and subordination. Another Orkney- 
man, James Lisk, lost a finger in defending Cocking from the knife of a 
drunken Indian.2_ Longmoor’s men also showed a readiness to volunteer 
their support to him at the cost of maltreatment by Holmes and his crew 
of Canadian French.? Certainly these Orkneymen seem bold enough 
followers of spirited leaders. If men of the same breed were to fail at a 
later date, it is right to ask the quality of their leaders before condemning 
them.+ 

Again, when courage appears wanting, it is also right to ask what 
chance of success a self-sacrificial heroism might have commanded. 
This does not seem to have been asked in 1810. "The members of the 
London Committee, who then judged the Orkneyman a coward, were 
mostly businessmen, able, but of narrow experience, and regarding the 
American scene from a remote and very comfortable distance. Had the 
man who was then Commander-in-Chief of the Army been one of their 
number, he might have led them to another view of their unfortunate 
employees across the Atlantic. “ Where there is not a great probability 
of prevailing, the multitude will not greatly exert themselves: the few 
instigated by principles of honour are capable of it, but the many must 
have their prospect of success pretty apparent ”;5 so Field Marshal Sir 
David Dundas had written, with the authority of ample experience, and 
a true grasp of practical psychology. If, then, one turns one’s glance 
back from the battlefields beside the Rhine, where the future Commander- 
in-Chief had studied war and the ways of men under Prince Ferdinand 
of Brunswick, to the struggle for fur in the wilderness of North America, 
one can only judge such Orcadians as did not “ greatly exert themselves ” 
to have been guilty, not of cowardice, but of normal human nature. 
Against a violent and unscrupulous opposition, who too often hopelessly 
overmatched them in sheer force, their “ chance of success ” in physical 


1 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. I7I-2. 

ll BoA, XLV, 86, ns 2. 

SDidk5/37: 

4 See pp. lv—vii. 

°D. Dundas, Principles of Military Movements . . . (London, W788) Dead. 
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competition was rarely even remotely apparent. In war time many, or 
most, of such men as the Hudson’s Bay Company were able to get were 
the undersized rejects of the army and navy;+ and in the wars of the 
French Revolution the army was accepting men no more than § feet 
4 inches in height as early as 1794.” 

In addition to this individual physical inferiority, there was also that 
numerical inferiority which has already been noticed in the period of our 
journals. To the continuing numerical inferiority of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s men consistent witness 1s borne by Duncan M’Gillivray 
in 1794-95,4 Colin Robertson in 1801,° Peter Fidler in 1805,° and by 
William Auld in 1809.7 Not unnaturally, then, the Company’s attempt 
after 1810 to acquire courage merely by recruiting in such other parts of 
the British Isles as the Highlands or Ireland, and without seeking a 
decisive superiority in arms and numbers (or leadership), did little more 
for the Hudson’s Bay Company than open Lord Selkirk’s eyes to the real 
and solid virtues of the men of Orkney. 

As to the ‘ slow inanimate habits ” ascribed to Orkneymen it is again 
to be remarked that the energy men display depends largely upon the 
personality of their leader and the energy and enthusiasm he is able to 
inspire. But it may also be recalled that when Simpson wrote this biting 
phrase on July 31, 1822, he had been in America for barely twenty-four 
months. His own experience was, therefore, short, but he rarely hesitated 
to pass off the borrowed opinions of other people as considered judgments 
of his own, and he had just finished presiding at a meeting of the Council 
of the Northern Department at Norway House; there he had been sur- 
rounded by ex-Nor’Westers, whose love for the old Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s Orcadians was small. Moreover, his opinion (however 


1]. B. Tyrrell, David Thompson's Narrative of his Explorations in Western 
America 1784-1812 (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1916), p. 134. 

2 Sir J. W. Fortescue, History of the British Army, (London, 1915), IV, 215. 

SEB. Dg RLY piretsers 

4A, S. Morton (ed.), The Fournal of Duncan M’Gillivray of the North West 
Company at Fort George on the Saskatchewan, 1794-5 (Toronto, 1929), p. 63. 

STB able evs 

§ Cited by A. S. Morton, 4 History of the Canadian West to 1870-71 (London, 
1939) P- 520. 

7 H. B. 8., V1, xxv. William Auld concluded “ nothing short of armed men 
and these more numerous than the Canadians can bring or will produce an 
increase of our returns”. Yet side by side with his admission of this fact he was 
ready to condemn as “ mean and spaniel-like behaviour ” Peter Fidler’s with- 
drawal from Ile-a-la~Crosse when sufficient force was lacking (Ibid., p. xxiii). 
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arrived at) is flatly contradicted by another, and a more detached, re- 
porter. “The explorer Franklin declared it “‘ not easy for any but an eye- 
witness to form an adequate idea of the exertions of the Orkney boatmen ” 
on their inland voyages. He noted “ The necessity they are under of 
frequently jumping into the water to lift the boats over the rocks ”’, 
which compelled “ them to remain the whole day in wet clothes, at a 
season when the temperature is far below the freezing point”. He con- 
cluded “* ‘The immense loads too, which they carry over the portages, is 
not more a matter of surprise than the alacrity with which they perform 
these laborious duties ”’.1 ‘‘ Witnesses,” runs the lawyer’s saying, “ are 
weighed, not counted’, Franklin, who added years of service aboard 
Nelson’s fleets to actual experience of Polar explorations, might at any 
time be considered as fair and discriminating a judge of human exertion 
as Simpson, the young and newly promoted clerk of a London counting 
house. But since he had also accompanied a brigade of Orkney boatmen 
inland from York, while Simpson’s travelling had all been done either 
with the French Canadian brigades of the Athabaska Department, or by 
light canoe, the evidence of the sailor and explorer surely outweighs the 
evidence of the Governor of the Northern Department of Rupert’s 
Land. If Franklin’s admiration of the “ alacrity ” of the Orkneymen 
he trailed behind in 1819 also lies outside our period, it may still throw 
some light on the successive praises of Longmoor and Walker for the 
good behaviour and briskness of the men under their command on the 
Saskatchewan in 1780 and 1781.? 

There remains Colin Robertson’s. opinion that canoemen competent 
to carry the Hudson’s Bay Company’s trade into Athabaska were only to 
be found in French Canada. One is inclined to suspect that, if the 
Hudson’s Bay Company had indeed possessed Orcadian canoemen who 
were up to the job, Robertson might have been capable of overlooking 
the fact. He proposed that the Hudson’s Bay Company should engage 
Canadian canoemen with a very conspicuous hope that he would become 
the Montreal agent who found those canoemen; the man who wished 
to provide the Hudson’s Bay Company with new employees could not 
hurt himself by disparaging the old. Yet his view that Canadian canoe- 
men were essential to the Athabaska enterprise may still seem as 
reasonable an opinion as was ever expressed, if only the point is noted 
that all his remarks were written in 1810. By 1810 the canoe was for 
all ordinary freighting purposes a long obsolete craft in the Hudson’s Bay 


1 Franklin, Fourney to the Polar Sea, I819, 20, 21 and 22, pp. 33-4. 
Sree pp. 835, 220. 
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Company’s system. In its stead the Company had come to rely on 
boats'—another Orcadian contribution to the fur trade. With the 
passing of the canoe from the Hudson’s Bay Company service, the 
ordinary turnover and replacement of European personnel would 


1] am aware that I am here in conflict with Douglas MacKay who states that 
the ““ York” boat “ was first developed about 1826” (The Honourable Company 
(Toronto, 1949), p. 249). My reasons for dissenting from MacKay are the 
following : (2) In what later became the Southern Department the Company’s 
serious expansion seems almost from the start to have been carried out primarily 


with boats, not canoes. From Albany in 1779 Turnor writes: ‘“... the 
Indians will not yet be perswaided to build large Canoes and the Canoes we have 
at present two people and their provisions nearly Loads them . . .” (Tyrrell, 


Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 271). So he found Henley House being 
supplied with boats and Gloucester House in a very poor way because “ the 
uncommon sholeness of the River ”’ made it accessible to canoes only that season 
(ibid., pp. 269, 272). On the Moose River likewise Turnor found Wapiscogamy 
House being supplied by boat, not canoes, in 1781 (ibid., p. 287). In 1794 
the Hudson’s Bay men from Albany, who then emerged upon Lake Winnipeg 
to pass up the Assiniboine, are again described as travelling in boats (Morton, 
Fournal of Duncan M’Gillivray, p. 58); to their continued, and apparently sole 
reliance on boats in 1800 witness is borne by Daniel Harmon (4 Fourzal of 
Voyages and Travels in the Interiour of North America (Andover, 1820), p. 49), 
and in 1800, 1805 and 1806 by Alexander Henry the younger (E. Coues (ed.), 
New Light on the Early History of the Greater Northwest (New York, 1897), 
pp: 46, 265, 276), though in 1801 a canoe accompanies a single boat sent to build 
a new post on the Upper Red River in modern Minnesota (ibid., p. 187). In 
design these early Albany boats, as described by Henry, seem not to differ 
from the later York boats. (4) In the future Northern Department, posts on the 
Saskatchewan were still supplied by canoes in 1794 (Morton, Fournal of Duncan 
M’Gillivray, p. 17); but “in 1795 ... Mr. George Sutherland launched boats 
into the Saskatchewan ” (H. A. Innis, The Fur Trade in Canada (London, 1930), 
p- 162). From Peter Fidler it would appear that by about 1800 boats had 
become the regular craft travelling down the Saskatchewan to Oxford House, 
and up from York to Gordon House, canoes being used only to shuttle cargoes 
across the difficult stretch between Gordon and Oxford Houses (E. ait 40.7 eas): 
Henry’s diaries from 1808 onward indicate that boats remained the Hudson’s 
Bay Company’s normal means of supplying their Saskatchewan posts, even up 
to Rocky Mountain House (Coues, Mew Light, pp. 479, 545, 552, 598-9, 654, 
745). On the Churchill a minor outpost is supplied by a boat, not a 
canoe, in 1806 (Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 590), and so is 
Te-a-la-~Crosse in 1810 (Coues, New Light, p. 600). Canoes in fact were a 
luxury the Hudson’s Bay Company could ill afford. They had to carry inland a 
stock of goods as nearly as possible approximating to their rivals’ supply, but had 
far fewer men with whom to do it, and men in boats could transport thrice the 
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naturally cause the acquired skills of canoemanship to disappear as they 
ceased to be needed on the Company’s normal occasions. But Robertson 
was not pressing the Hudson’s Bay Company to use French Canadian 
voyageurs on their normal occasions. The expedition into Athabaska, 
which he urged in 1810, was a new enterprise. “The route was one over 
which boats had never travelled and where portages suitable for boats 
did not yet exist.! At least in its opening stages, therefore, this new 
project required canoes, and it is hardly surprising if men familiar with 
these long disused craft were not then available in the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s service. In earlier days, however, before the general adoption 
of the York boat, Orkney canoemen had certainly served the Company 
well (as will be seen). 

These familiar charges, then, may be dismissed. If they are dismissed, 
there will still be no occasion to pretend that the Hudson’s Bay Company 
Orkney employees were faultless. “These journals are quite explicit to the 
contrary. One of the men inland, John Driver, was a malingerer? (and 
was ultimately punished by being sent home for his imposture).3_ Another, 
Andrew Garrett, was a cantankerous and wilful troublemaker, who was 


cargo movable by the same number of men in canoes (H. B. §., III, xv). So by 
1810 the Company had only a single post where canoes were made at all (Coues, 
New Light, p. 598). Significantly, perhaps, this was Island House, the post of 
Robert Longmoor, who may thus have been the last, as well as the first, canoe- 
builder of the Company’s own breeding. For these reasons I think my remark 
on the obsolescence of the canoe in the Hudson’s Bay Company’s system by 1810 
may stand, even if occasional explorations or individual journeys were still made 
by canoe (ibid., pp. 605-6, 614). Such journeys would hardly develop or main- 
tain any very effective force of experienced canoemen. 

1 Hence the repeated insistence of George Simpson on the need to get work 
done on the portages which were still not perfectly ready for boats in 1820; for 
Simpson, like John Clarke before him, was keen to have the Athabaska Depart- 
ment enjoy the advantages to be derived from boats (H. B. 8., I, 12, 13, 32, 38, 
76,137). The North Canoe was carried on the heads and shoulders of two men, 
and a canoe portage needed to be no wider than the breadth of the craft itself, 
that is, about four feet. But boats were too heavy to be carried. To get them 
over portages, therefore, “a broad road ten feet wide had to be cut through 
the woods, and trees laid down at intervals of about three feet as skids or 
rollers, on which the boats were dragged over on their keels to keep them from 
the rocky ground ” (G. L. Huyshe, The Red River Expedition (London, 1871), 
p- IIo). 

i BO, AIV, TA5. 

3 A. 11/116, fo. 106, Marten and Council to the Governor and Committee, 
York Fort, August, 1782. 
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ready even to sabotage his comrades’ rations.4_ Philip Turnor has re- 
corded the Orkneymen’s readiness to cabal against their leaders;2 and 
William Walker’s promotion to the command of Hudson House in 
1781-82 was made necessary by a combination of some fifteen inland 
men who refused to serve under Robert Longmoor.? ‘The legend that 
by some strange alchemy the Hudson’s Bay Company so ordered the lives 
of their men as to score an unnatural triumph over the wicked old bogey 
of sex is likewise refuted in these journals. More than once they speak 
of men unfit for duty and “ lying in with a venereal complaint ”;4 no 
moral censure is recorded on these occasions. 

The Hudson’s Bay Company’s Orkney servants were thus sufficiently 
normal samples of humanity to have their faults and to be at times 
difficult to get on with or hard to manage. Yet it is still not easy to 
conceive where the Hudson’s Bay Company could have found better 
men for service in the hardships of the North. No doubt the Company 
first began to recruit Orcadians because their native islands lay so con- 
veniently upon the route from London to the Bay. Stromness was the 
final port of call for the Company’s ships after coasting up the eastern 
side of Britain and before they turned westward over the Atlantic. 
Obviously the Orkneys offered a last chance to make good deficiencies 
of seamen or labourers before the Atlantic crossing. The ships were 
going to the Bay in any case, and so, even as late as the 1820s, Orkney- 
men could be sent into Rupert’s Land more cheaply than French 
Canadians.® Nevertheless, the Orkneyman would hardly have come 
so near as he did to monopolising the Hudson’s Bay Company’s American 
employment if he had not been peculiarly fitted for it. Why he was so 
well fitted for life in the rugged wilderness of North America is explained 
by his environment at home. Life in his native islands was hard and 
primitive indeed. 


DEL TD Se UV TOS. 169. 

* Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pags: 

3'See ps 189, Me 1 

* And as early as 1749, Isham, writing from Churchill, could describe English 
half-breeds as “ pretty Numerious”’, though his language perhaps attributes 
the paternity of all to a single individual, for whose name he substitutes a 
tantalizing dash (H[udson’s] B[ay Company] S[eries], Vol. XII, E*E. Rich; 
(ed.), Fames Isham’s Observations on Hudsons Bay, 1743 and Notes and Observa- 
tions on a Book Entitled A Voyage to Hudsons Bay in the Dobbs Galley, 1749 
(Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1949, and London, The Hudson’s Bay 


Record Society, 1949), p. 79). 
SHB ie ie exe 
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It is fairly common knowledge that the native stock of the Orkney 
Isles was originally Norse, that they only became Scottish as a result of 
the insolvency of King Christian I of Denmark after 1468,! and that 
their earliest history is written in the Old Icelandic tongue. As one reads 
the accounts of the Orkney Parishes that were compiled in the last 
decade of the eighteenth century one can hardly help being struck by the 
slightness of progress between the days of the Orkneyinga Saga and of the 
First Statistical Account of Scotland. Indeed at one point the eighteenth 
century had retroceded from the standards of the eighth. The Viking 
Earls of Orkney had enforced some measure of law, but the abolition of 
heritable jurisdictions in 1746 had left the islands with neither courts nor 
justices (as Johnson had likewise observed of the Hebrides).? Supersti- 
tions as old as faith in Wotan—or, at any rate, what the Reverend Hector 
McLean in the Hebrides had preferred to describe to Johnson as 
“ whims ”4—still persisted among the islanders. On South Ronaldshay 
one of their ministers found them troubled by his baptism of a female 
before a male child lest the girl so baptised should grow a beard and the 
boy grow none. “ No couple chuses ”’, he continues, “ to marry except 
with a growing moon.... The existence of fairies and witches is be- 
lieved by some ”.5 

The islands were just as backward economically. ‘‘ Improvements in 
agriculture ”, writes a scholarly witness of the 1790s, “are, at least, a 
century later than in the more southern counties of Scotland. A plough 
with one stilt, corresponding to the Italian, described by Virgil in his first 
Georgic, is generally used ””.6 There was no more rotation of crops than 
the everlasting alternation of barley and oats on weary land whose in- 
crease had sunk to a mere three-or-four-fold;’ “and who ”’, as Samuel 


1 In that year the Orkneys and Shetlands were handed over to Scotland as a 
pledge for the payment of the dowry of Princess Margaret of Denmark on her 
betrothal to King James III of Scotland. The dowry, however, has never been 
paid. 

2 The accounts of the Orkney parishes are scattered at random through the 
original volumes of Sir John Sinclair’s Statistical Account of Scotland, but have 
been conveniently gathered into one volume, by J. Storer Clouston, entitled 
The Orkney Parishes... All references below are to Clouston’s edition. 

3A. Murphy (ed.), The Works of Samuel Fohnson, LL.D. (London, 1806), 
Vol. VIII, “ A Journey to the Western Islands of Scotland ”, pp. 320-21. 

4). Boswell, The Fournal of a Tour of the Hebrides, with Samuel Fohnson, 
LL.D. (London, 1786), October 12, 1773. 

5 Clouston, Orkney Parishes, p. 214. 

Pibid.,\p. 21. 

“Ibid., p. 77. 
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Johnson wrote when he found Hebridean harvests were equally niggard, 
‘can relate without compassion, that after all their diligence they are to 
expect only a triple increase? It is in vain to hope for plenty, when a 
third part of the harvest must be reserved for seed”. Potatoes were still 
something of a novelty, but had become popular, and the islanders, says 
the Reverend Francis Liddell of Orphir, grew “‘ cabbages and garden 
roots in great perfection ”.? “Their pigs were noted by Low and Darwin 
as a specially primitive and incompletely domesticated race,? but may 
claim the Canadian’s interest as the first definitely identifiable breed 
introduced into the West. “They are described as “‘ remarkably small, 
and very ugly, the back being very high, and the bristles long and coarse ””.4 
These long, coarse bristles made the ropes on which the Orkneyman 
risked his neck in springtime, as he gathered seabirds’ eggs off the face of 
his native cliffs,> and they serve to identify the breed at Hudson Bay.§ 
The cattle of Orkney, also the first recorded in the Canadian West,’ 
were of a breed long since extinguished by crossing with other stocks. 
‘They were small, but the cows gave “ milk of a good kind, and in suffi- 
cient quantity, which considering the great numbers of them that are 
every where kept, and the small quantity and coarse kind of food they 
have, is really surprising’. In a progressive economy sheep are re- 
garded as valuable enrichers of the soil, but the Orkney sheep of those 
days ran wild upon the hills, untended and unimproved. ‘They were 
hunted, as so much vermin, off cultivated fields, and from the poor 
grazing provided by barren and acid moorlands turned for sustenance to 


1 Murphy, Works of Samuel Fohnson, VIII, 302. 

2 Clouston, Orkney Parishes, p. 77. 

3G. Low, Fauna Orcadensis (Edinburgh, 1774), p. 10; C. Darwin, The 
Variation of Animals and Plants under Domestication (London, 1868), I, 71. 

4 Clouston, Orkney Parishes, p. 42. 

*J. Ritchie, The Influence of Man on Animal Life in Scotland (Cambridge, 
1920), p. 93. ‘The resilience of the bristles gave the rope an alarming tendency 
to unravel while the egg gatherer swung in space, but may have saved it from 
fraying on sharp rocks. 

® The character caught the attention of one of Lapérouse’s officers who noted 
at Churchill in 1782 “‘ une espéce de porc particuliére, au poil épais, long et 
hérissé ” (Pierre-Bruno-Jean de la Monneraye, “ Expédition de la Baie d’Hud- 
son’, Bulletin de la Société de Géographie, 7me. Sér., Vol. IX (Paris, 1888), 
P: 279). 

7 At Churchill, as early as 1733 (J. Robson, Aw Account of Six Years Residence 
in Eudson’s-Bay, From 1733 to 1736, and 1744 to 1747 (London, 1752), 

ana 


8 Clouston, Orkney Parishes, p. 41. 
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the seashore where they ate the weed left by the ebbing tide.!_ This diet 
of “ sea-ware’? made the mutton “ not very pleasant” and the beasts 
themselves were small. 

On islands so backward and unproductive as these, actual famine was 
a real threat in bad seasons,” and even in good seasons the men, like the 
sheep, were driven to the sea for a living. Many indeed neglected their 
farms completely and became full-time fishermen. Much of the 
Orcadians’ time was spent in open boats, out upon the ocean, in waters 
noted for their storminess and danger. And if he was thus exposed to 
every kind of weather by day, he was but ill protected from it at night. 
Lime was so scarce and expensive in Orkney that in cottages built of 
anything better than mere “ dry stone ” walling, it was only clay that 
filled the chinks between the courses of the walls.? Even when the thatch 
was sound, these primitive cots must constantly have been damp,‘ and 
cold, too, for fuel also was scarce. “There was no timber on the islands; 
as a special curiosity the Reverend Francis Liddell of Orphir noted 
“There are a few natural hazles, mountain-ash, and willows, in one of 
the vallies of the hill of Hoy; and although these . . . are remarkably 
well sheltered, yet they do not exceed 12 or 14 feet in height ”’.5 So the 
only fuel was peat dug out of the moorlands, and the expense of carrying 
it to the crofts and villages was high. It cost a penny a horseload and, 
wrote the Reverend G. Barry of Kirkwall, “ to furnish this article to an 
ordinary family, whose income may be about £50 per annum, it will 


require fully £5 Sterling ’’.® 


1 Tbid., pp. 41-42. 

* Ibid., p. §3, “ In the year 1782 and 1783, the people suffered a dreadful 
calamity. ‘Through the badness of the seasons, combined with damaged seed, 
the crops not only here, but in all these islands, failed so totally, that, had not the 
Government humanely interposed in their favour several of our poor people 
would, in all probability, have perished with hunger ”’. 

3 Ibid, pp. 22, 131. Similarly Johnson wrote in the Hebrides, “ The wall of 
a common hut is always built without mortar, by a skilful adaptation of loose 
stones. Sometimes perhaps a double wall of stones is raised, and the intermediate 
space filled with earth”? (Murphy, Works of Samuel Fohnson, VIII, 330). 

4 Cf. Dr. Johnson’s experience in the Hebrides : “‘ We were driven once... 
to the hut of a gentleman, where, after a very liberal supper, when I was con- 
ducted to my chamber, I found an elegant bed of [dian cotton, spread with fine 
sheets. The accommodation was flattering; I undressed myself, and felt my 
feet in the mire. The bed stood upon the bare earth, which a long course of rain 
had softened to a puddle ” (Ibid.). 

° Clouston, Orkney Parishes, p. 77. 

etbid:, p. 50. 
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It will be amply obvious that a family who must spend ten per cent of 
a year’s income on fuel would have little left to pay their servants, and 
wages of the labouring classes were low indeed. ‘The hired man rarely 
received more than £4 os. od. a year, sometimes as little as £1 105. od.4 
But in spite of this poverty, and a standard of life that was wretched by 
any modern comparison, the population multiplied rapidly. “The increase 
could find little means of living at home and as a result the Orcadian 
was a perpetual emigrant. Women went to domestic service in Edin- 
burgh, Newcastle and London, where they too often found husbands 
to return in any numbers.2, Men found outlets in the Greenland and 
Iceland fisheries and the Royal Navy.? They also turned to the Hudson’s 
Bay Company, for even the wilderness of North America offered them a 
higher standard of living and a better chance of saving money than a 
labouring life at home. 

In the 1770s the Company started paying its Orkney employee the 
wage of £6 a year, with everything found, at his first engagement. Each 
time he re-enlisted after the expiry of a term of service, his wages were 
raised. “The man, who entered the fur trade at the age of twenty, and 
saved his money, could return to his native islands at forty, no more than 
middle-aged, and a wealthy capitalist by Orcadian standards. Many of 
them did save, and the Hudson’s Bay Company servant who returned 
from years in America to secure a farm of his own with his earnings 
was a familiar figure. He was not, however, always a popular figure,‘ 
and the Company, which had enabled him to rent a farm over the heads 
of other men by paying him a wage beyond the capacity of Orcadian 
employers, was still less popular. 

Once beside the Bay the Orcadian was also secure from famine. He 
was assured of a sufficiency of imported oatmeal, and, besides fish, of a 
large meat diet, ranging from English salt beef to fresh frozen pork 
and the whole menu of country produce described by that obviously 
excellent caterer, Samuel Hearne. In place of a scarcity of peat fuel, 
there was timber aplenty for him to fell and haul to the great brick stoves 
in the Company’s settlements.> “To the new hand fresh from the treeless 


A TDI pene: 

2 bids p40: 

3 Tbid., pp. 11, 46, 121-22. 

A lbidyaps 7%. 

° In his published book Hearne wrote “ for some years past common fewel is so 
scarce near that Factory, that it is the chief employment of most of the servants for 
upward of seven months in the year, to procure as much wood as will supply the 
fires for a Winter, and a little timber for necessary repairs” (Tyrrell, Fourney 
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islands described by Francis Liddell, the scrub spruce and poplar beside 
the Hayes and Churchill Rivers must have been an eye-opener. And 
if the timber-fed stoves of a Hudson Bay dwelling hardly created what a 
modern hedonist would recognise as luxurious surroundings,! the 
Orkney servant still received from his employers an outfit of fur clothing 
that probably saw him through a Hudsonian winter in comfort not 
inferior to what he had enjoyed in his damp, chilly and miserable cabin 
at home.? 

‘The inland service was, of course, a different matter from life at a 
Bayside post, and the Orkneyman was human enough not to take kindly 
to it at first. “The first parties to go inland in 1774 went only because 
they had no choice but obey the orders of their immediate superiors. 
‘Their obedience was sulky and morale low. ‘‘ At Present”, wrote 
Hearne of Cumberland House in 1775, “‘ the People have not got the 
prosperity of the Expedition at heart. And tho they may be compelled 
by Contract to go for a Year or two, many of them will rather be sent 
home then continue to go inland at their present wages and as they go 
with reluctance, only move in Proportion as they think they are payd. 
for their trouble. No spirit of emulation is to be seen amongst them nor 
scarce one of them endeavours to make himself acquainted with the 


Jrom Prince of Wales’s Fort in Hudson’s Bay to the Northern Ocean in 1769-72 
by Samuel Hearne, p. 294) ; but he gives as a reason for scarcity “‘ seventy-six years 
residence in one place’; and timber was still to be had at a little distance. 

1H. B. §., X11, 172-3; Philosophical Transactions (London, The Royal 
Society, 1771), LX, William Wales, “ Journal of a Voyage, made by Order of 
the Royal Society, to Churchill River, on the North-west Coast of Hudson’s 
Bay ; of ‘Thirteen Months Residence in that Country; and of the Voyage back 
to England ; in the Years 1768 and 1769”, p. 124. 

2 William Wales describes the winter garb at Churchill as consisting of, first, 
a “ toggy, made of beaver skins : in making of which, the person’s shape, who is 
to wear it, 1s no farther consulted than that it may be wide enough, and so long 
that it may reach nearly to his feet. A pair of mittens and a cap, of the same, are 
all the extraordinary dress that are worn by those who stay at the factory, unless 
we add a pair of spatter-dashes, made of broad cloth, which we wear over our 
common stockings, and two or three pair of woollen socks, which we have on 
our feet”. ‘This was apparently all for indoor wear, as Wales describes additional 
clothing which was worn by “ those who go out” (Ibid., p. 122). See also 
H. B.S8., XII, 116. The fur seems to have been a free issue from the Company, 
but the man might have to do his own tailoring ; so on October 4, 1774, Hearne 
writes at Cumberland House “ This Day I gave each of the People a Dresst 
Moose Skin to mak them a Toggey for the Winter ” (Tyrrell, Fournads of Hearne 
and Turnor, p. 119). 

ad 
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management of a Cannoe or any other thing that is likely to forward the 
Expedition ”.1_ There were indeed hardships enough to make inland 
service unwelcome—the laborious and sometimes hungry journey; 
at the destination continued hunger, or an almost unvarying diet of fish, 
and the absence of the familiar comforts and conveniences of life at an 
old established Bayside post. But it was not hardship that made the 
Orkneyman sulky. It was a sense of injustice. When Hearne wrote the 
passage above quoted, the servant inland was paid no more for what he 
performed and endured than the man living in relative luxury at York or 
Severn. All the inland men asked was a monetary compensation for 
discomfort; or, as Hearne put it, “‘ their whole complaint is for want of 
encouragement ”’.” 

As has been seen, the encouragement was supplied, in the first instance 
at the personal initiative of Humphrey Marten. “The Orkneyman’s 
price for inland hardships was a modest forty shillings a year, and once it 
was provided, the Company received first class service from their men. 

The first witness to the excellence of the Orkneyman as a labourer in 
the fur trade is Edward Umfreville.? The support that his evidence may 
often be judged to need is not wanting. The bleak discomfort of life 
on the Orkney Islands has been described. “The fact that the islands 
were without law courts or justice for at least half a century after 1746 
has also been noted. ‘That they could hardly have remained so, had vice 
been rampant, seems obvious; and the general picture of Orkney that 
emerges from the Statistical Account is of a society more law-abiding, 
more free from crime and vastly less drunken than that depicted further 
south by such clerical reporters as Parson Woodforde or George Crabbe.4 


1'Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 191. 

# U bid. 

3'Though our period ends in 1782, I do not think any apology is needed for 
using Edward Unmnfreville, who did not publish till 1790. Not only the leaders 
of the Hudson’s Bay Company posts on the Saskatchewan, whom Umfreville 
opposed in the years 1784-87, but many of their followers too, had all been in 
the Company’s service before 1782, as had Umfreville himself for a period of 
eleven years. 

4 So of the parish of Holme the Rev. James Alison writes ‘‘ there are none of 
the medical fraternity, temperance rendering their aid unnecessary ”’ (Clouston, 
Orkney Parishes, p. 23), nor, he adds, had any person “ been criminally prosecuted 
or banished this parish in the annals of time” (ibid., p. 25); and the Rev. 
William Clouston writes, “in a seaport such as Stromness, to which there is a 
great resort of shipping, it might be conjectured that immorality and depravity 
of manners might prevail, but it is to be observed to their honour that there has 
only been one bastard child to a stranger for ten years past” (ibid., p. 127). 
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There is therefore no apparent reason to doubt Umfreville when he 
describes the Orkneymen as “people who might be trusted with 
thousands, and who are too much familiarized to labour and fatigue to 
repine under the pressure of calamity as long as their own and their 
masters benefit is in view ”’.! 

Certainly “ their own” benefit was important, and the Orkneymen 
looked narrowly to it. When Franklin came to Stromness to hire men 
for his first overland explorations, he ‘‘ was much amused with the ex- 
treme caution these men used before they would sign the agreement; 
they minutely scanned all our intentions, weighed every circumstance, 
looked narrowly into the plan of our route, and still more circumspectly 
to the prospect of return’; he found “such caution . . . a singular 
contrast with the ready and thoughtless manner in which an English 
seaman enters upon any enterprise, however hazardous”’.? But this 
very caution and shrewd attention to self-interest was harnessed to the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s service by the practice (already described) of 
giving a commission on all furs secured at any post inland to be shared 
by all the men employed there. 

The devotion to the Company’s success that this policy inspired in the 
Orkneymen 1s feelingly described by their ex-competitor, Umfreville. 
He begins by declaring them “a close, prudent, quiet people, strictly 
faithful to their employers, and sordidly avaricious ”’; and he continues— 
“When these people are scattered about the country in small parties 
among the Indians, the general tenor of their behaviour is conducted 
with so much propriety, as not only to make themselves esteemed by the 
natives and to procure their protection, but they also employ their time in 
endeavouring to enrich themselves, and their principals, by their diligence 
and unwearied assiduity. By this prudent demeanor among the Indians, 
notwithstanding they have annually exposed themselves to all the dangers 
incident to the trade, for fifteen years past, they have not sustained the 
loss of a man; and the principal advantage of the Company over the 
Canadian traders, is more to be attributed to the laudable efforts of their 
servants, than even to the superior quality of their goods ”’.4 

Here a certain subtraction from Umfreville’s injured praises may seem 
necessary. In January, 1777, Cocking recorded that some of his men 
were not “ esteemed by the natives”; he added his view that the fault 
was theirs because they were not at sufficient pains to be “ affable ” and 


1 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, pp. 212-13. 

* Franklin, Fourney to the Polar Sea in 181g, 20, 21 and 22, p. 6. 
CBS). KV, xxxvii: 

4Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, pp. 210-11. 
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they were too “ unwilling to render little Assistances in their way ”’.1 
This may suggest that Umfreville has stretched the facts to heighten his 
contrast between the Orkneyman and the French voyageur. But there 
are two points tending in Umfreville’s favour. First, the Orkneymen 
of whom he wrote in 1790, and against whom he had competed on the 
Saskatchewan from 1784 to 1787, were old hands at the inland business; 
those to whom Cocking refers were still greenhorns. Secondly, Cocking 
and Umfreville write of very different circumstances. Umfreville 
describes the conduct of Orkneymen going out en derouine (as the 
French put it), to visit parties of Indians and trade with them at a distance 
from the fort. Cocking’s men had not gone out with this purpose, and 
at the time he wrote had still to wait for the day when a share in the profits 
of their trading post would give them an active personal interest in culti- 
vating the Indians’ goodwill for ‘“‘ their own and their masters’ benefit ”’. 
Cocking on this occasion had simply sent his men off with a supply of 
trade goods to ease the strain on Cumberland’s larder by living with the 
Indians and “ being subsisted ”. Accordingly, theirs was, as it were, a 
‘ boarder-vs.-lodginghouse-keeper ”’ relationship with the natives. 
This all too intimate relationship is notoriously less easy than the more 
intermittent contacts of good business acquaintance. But, whatever 
may be the facts here, there is no questioning what Umfreville has to say 
about the “tenor of their behaviour” securing the Orkneymen’s 
protection. Killings of French woyageurs by Indians are frequently 
recorded; but from the maiden journey of Henday in 1754 Hudson’s 
Bay Company men, alone, or in little parties, continued travelling, year 
in, year out, with and among the Indians, without “‘ the loss of a man ”’ 
till the killing of Isaac Batt in the summer of 1792. 

The Orkney servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company had also the 
merit of being amenable to a reasonable form of discipline when discipline 
was called for. “This seems to have been very much less the case with the 
French employees of the North West Company. The only sanctions 
that appear to have been at all applicable to them were dismissal in 
extreme cases? and physical chastisement on lesser occasions. Fines had 
little or no effect on them, they “ being generally in debt, and having 
neither good name, integrity, nor property to lose ”,? according to 
Umfreville. | Likewise the Canadian’s common practice (already 


PLB Gael Velie, 

* E.g., in the case of the strike described by Duncan M’Gillivray (Morton, 
Fournal of Duncan M’Gillivray, 1794-95, pp. 6-8). 

* Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p. 213. 
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discussed)! of being in debt to his employer must have made dismissal a 
punishment from which the culprit had on many occasions less than 
nothing to lose; and in days of competition it was not always practicable 
to administer a beating.2. For the “ sordidly avaricious ’’ Orkneyman, 
on the other hand, a fine was a sanction with real teeth; and behind it 
lay the further sanction, embodied in his contract, that the Company 
could at any time dispense with his services and pack him off home 
without notice. 

Umfreville is once more our witness to the Orkneyman’s success in 
mastering the arts of canoemanship. He wrote before boats had been 
adopted on the Saskatchewan, and insisted that French Canadians, for 
all their “ surprizing dexterity, and inimitable patience, in their long 
inland voyages ”’, were not “ the on/y people on the face of the earth, who 
are capable of performing these voyages and undergoing the fatigues of 
them . . . I will further be bold to say ”’, he continues, “‘ that the present 
servants of the Hudson’s Bay Company may be led as far inland as 
navigation is practicable, with more ease and satisfaction to the owners 
than the same number of Canadians”. ‘This tribute, written in 1790, 
recalls ‘Turnor’s comment of July 15, 1779. “I should be guilty of 
injustice ”, he wrote in his journal for that date, ‘‘ was I not to inform 
your Honors that I think your Servants that came from Cumberland 
House at this time are in my opinion a set of the best Men I ever saw 
together as they are in general obliging, hardy, good Canoe Men ’”’.$ 
This entry was written by Turnor toward the end of his own return trip 
from Hudson House to York; he had travelled far by canoe himself, 
and there were Indians in company with his brigade to provide him with 
a standard of comparison. In the face of evidence like this the view that 
the men of Orkney were useless for canoe travel cannot be maintained. 


bid. BD. 5., X1V, ih. 

2 See Simpson’s observations in H. B. §., 1, 398-9. 

*So Umfreville declares that “ fear of losing their pecuniary expectations ”’, 
as well as “ inclination ”’, caused the Orkneymen to “ be always honest, tractable, 
and obedient” (Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p. 213), and Simpson writes that 
fines were “ the only hold we have of Europeans as they are not accustomed to 
receive corporal chastisement and we do not consider it would be proper to 
introduce it, but with Canadians it is different; they stand more in awe of a 
blow than a fine” (H. B. S., III, xxiv). 

4See Andrew Graham’s memorandum in Bryce, Remarkable History of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company, pp. 109 et seq. 

°Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, pp. 212-3. 

6 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 251. 
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Experience and an incentive were all that was required to make them 
perfectly satisfactory.1 

There were other valuable skills too that the Orkneymen brought 
with them into Rupert’s Land. In their native islands they grew 
‘‘ cabbages and garden roots in great perfection ”, and (after La Véren- 
drye’s men) they were perhaps the first gardeners on the western plains. 
An early entry in Cocking’s journal describes the clearing of ground for 
Cumberland House’s first garden.2, When Umfreville wanted evidence 
that the Saskatchewan valley was suitable for agriculture he cited the 
example, not of the Nor’westers, but of “ the Hudson’s Bay Company 
servants”. ‘‘ They have’, he writes, “ tried Indian corn and barley, 
by way of experiment, which came to perfection; Potatoes, ‘Turnips, 
Carrots, Radishes, Onions, &c. have been lately reared, and found as 
good as those in Canada”. Here Umfreville seems to award priority 
as agriculturists to the Hudson’s Bay Company men over the Mon- 
trealers; the latter’s first hopes in this line, it will be recalled, perished 
in the hungry winter of 1774-75 when “ Mr. Forbersher himself ware 
so destresst that he eat . . . even a few garden seeds which he proposed to 
have sown the following Spring ”’.4 

Another valuable quality of the Orcadian was his skill and patience 
as a fisherman. At many inland posts, fish was the staple diet, and the 
posts themselves were deliberately located near to good fisheries. Summer 
and winter® there were nets to be set and emptied; in the fall fish were 


1 The critic may object to Turnor’s evidence that it is vitiated by the fact that 
Turnor was himself the witness of the fatal canoeing accident in which Joseph 
Hansom died in a rapid. But rapids took an ample toll of the French voyageurs 
too; ‘‘ To every Rapid is attached a melancholy History of Canoes lost and the 
Crosses or Burial Places you meet with everywhere prove that they are but too 
true” (T[ransactions of the] R{oyal] Society of] C[anada], 1900, “ Diary of 
Nicholas Garry ”, p. 106, June 20, 1821). 

HOB, 65, X1V, 09: 

3 Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s Bay, p. 152. 

4'Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 190. 

5 For method of setting nets under ice, see Tyrrell, Fourney to the Northern 
Ocean in 1769-72 by 8. Hearne, p. 73: “To set a net under the ice, it is first 
necessary to ascertain its exact length, by stretching it out upon the ice near the 
part proposed for setting it. This being done, a number of round holes are cut 
in the ice, at ten or twelve feet distance from each other, and as many in number 
as will be sufficient to stretch the net at its fulllength. A line is then passed under 
the ice, by means of a long light pole, which is first introduced at one of the end 
holes, and, by means of two forked sticks, this pole is easily conducted, or passed 
from one hole to another, under the ice, till it arrives at the last. The pole is then 
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preserved by drying, in the winter by freezing. Attending to nets was 
one of the least pleasant of winter duties. “The fisherman crouched 
upon the frozen surface of a bare and windswept lake. ‘There he had to 
hack his way through the ice to the water beneath and loosen the net at 
both ends; to draw it up and pull out the fish; and then to push the net 
back again through the ice to its full extent. ‘Throughout the per- 
formance he could wear no gloves and had to keep his hands and wrists 
‘“ constantly immerged ””! to prevent them freezing; but the water in 
which he thus warmed his hands was that which had welled up through 
a hole cut in ice a foot or more thick. It all had to be done regularly, for 
even under ice fish decay if they are left dead in the net too long. For 
this dreary task the patient and conscientious Orkneyman had no equal. 
Even the captious Simpson was fain to admit that Tait, the Orkney 
fisherman at Fort Wedderburn, was ‘“‘ most active and industrious at 
his job”; and Simpson concluded that an Orkneyman made a far 
better fisherman than the less ‘expert and very improvident ” 
Canadian and that there should be Orkneymen to fill this role at every 
fish post.? 

Another point in which the Orkneyman often had a personal advan- 
tage over the Canadian engagé was education, but whether this was also 
an advantage from which his employer derived any benefit is not so cer- 
tain. The act of the Scottish parliament of 1696, which ordained the 
provision of a school teacher in every parish in the country, was, to be 
sure, a dead letter in many parts of Orkney. Parishes were often too 
poor to keep a manse in repair, let alone supply a teacher; and yet the 
First Statistical Account of Scotland records schools in a surprising number 
of places. Where the parish failed the Society for the Propagation of 
Christian Knowledge often stepped in, and as a result Orkney could boast 
a diffusion of a rather modest literacy for which one would probably have 
looked in vain in similarly remote English parishes. An employee of the 
Hudson’s Bay Company who could scrawl a journal and in some fashion 
keep a ledger possessed qualifications that enabled him, at a pinch, to take 


taken out, and both ends of the line being properly secured, is always ready for 
use. The net is made fast to one end of the line by one person, and hauled under 
the ice by a second ; a large stone is tied to each of the lower corners, which serves 
to keep the net expanded, and prevents it rising from the bottom with every waft 
of the current”. 

1L. R. Masson (ed.), Les Bourgeois de la Compagnie du Nord-Ouest (Quebec, 
1889), Vol. I, “ ‘ Reminiscences’ by the Honorable Roderic McKenzie”’, 
p-28. 


2H. B.S8., 1, 199, 364, 365, 366, 374, 375, 385, 386, 399. 


lvi SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


over a subordinate post.! So, in contrast to their counterparts in the 
North West Company, Orcadian labourers who had once enlisted 
merely to paddle canoes and fell and haul timber for £6 a year often 
found themselves rising to be post-masters. “The great expansion that 
took place in the Company after 1774 opened a road for promotion to 
many who can have had no idea of any such thing at their enlistment. 
For officers were not easily found, as Philip Durnor warned the committee 
in the first journal he sent home.? In many cases, one cannot but sus- 
pect, the labouring men who rose in the service were inadequate to their 
new positions and were only promoted because a rather haphazard 
recruiting system provided none better. Of the numerous officers who 
rose from the ranks in the British army in the Peninsular War Sir Charles 
Oman does not find that many commanded with success; and the Duke 
of Wellington insisted ‘* you could never perfectly trust them ”’.4 These 
observations may be a clue to the quality of the service the Hudson’s 
Bay Company received from its promoted labourers. It 1s hard for the 
ex-ranker, in dealing with his former equals, to cast a right balance 
between over-familiarity, which means loss of obedience, and an excessive 
exercise of authority, which can lead to well-earned hatred.> Or, again, 
ambition, and with it energy, drive and efficiency, may die when a man 
reaches heights he has never dreamed of or hoped for. Promotion from 
the ranks was indeed to remain a very normal method for the Hudson’s 
Bay Company to find officers.6 No doubt it was possible to select good 
men enough, and no doubt the system provided a valuable stimulus, in 
normal times. But a period of simultaneous expansion and extreme 
competition, such as followed 1774, was not a normal time. Good 
labouring material misused as officer material seems likely to be found 
one of the great weaknesses of the Hudson’s Bay Company, when a full 

1'The degree of literacy required for this responsibility was slight indeed. 
The letters of that able leader, Robert Longmoor, are so ill-spelt and ungramma- 
tical as often to be by no means easy to understand. Those of his journals which 
are preserved in the Hudson’s Bay Company archives and are printed here are 
fair copies made by a competent amanuensis who has obviously done much for 
their syntax and orthography. 

Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, pp. 251-2. 

3.C. W. C. Oman, Wellington's Army 1809-1814 (London, 1913), p. 207. 

4 Lord Stanhope, Notes of Conversations with the Duke of Wellington, 1831- 
1851 (London, 1889), pp. 13, 18. 

©The William Clouston described by John McLean seems to approximate 
to this ae (Wallace, McLean’s Notes of a Twenty-Five Years’ Service, p. 126). 


SN. M. W. J. McKenzie, The Men of The Hudson’s Bay Company (Fort 
William, ¢ Onene 1021); /p.7s 
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study of the period of the strife between the companies becomes possible;14 
and the fatal ease with which the just literate graduate of an Orkney 
primary school could be promoted at a pinch, may be found to have 
contributed largely to this weakness. 

By and large, however, the alliance between the Hudson’s Bay Com- 
pany and the Orkney Islanders was a natural and mutually beneficial 
one. The greatest defect of the Orkneyman as a labourer in the fur trade 
would seem to be that he was not available in sufficient numbers. Where 
Quebec is credited with a population of some 60,000 at the time of the 
English conquest in 1760, Orkney had only some 24,000 inhabitants in 
the 1790s. Even in peace time they had a variety of alternative callings 
to the fur trade, while war absorbed the greater part of the seafaring 
population, and nearly every Orkneyman was a potential seaman. 
Nevertheless the Islanders served the Company well. On the other side 
the Hudson’s Bay Company offered an attractive outlet for surplus 
population, a means for the poor to amass capital, and a redress to the 
islands’ frequently adverse balance of trade; for, writes a contemporary, 
the Company’s agent at Stromness “ pays away yearly .. . from £2,000 
to £3,000 Sterling, which no doubt greatly tends to quicken the little 
trade of this place’. All in all, it was entirely natural that the con- 
nection between the Hudson’s Bay Company and Orkney should have 
been long lived. 


IV 


In the last year that these journals cover, the normal tenor of life by 
the Saskatchewan was shattered by an appalling disaster. As the fur 
traders were travelling down to York Fort and back in 1781, small-pox 
was spreading across the plains northward and eastward toward the 
Saskatchewan. “The Hudson’s Bay Company men believed it had 
started on the Mississippi and been carried northwards by returning war 


1 As examples one may cite Peter Fidler’s incapacity to call forth from his men 
the support that Hearne, Cocking and Longmoor have been noted as receiving 
(H[udson’s] B[ay Company] Sferies], Vol. XIII, E. E. Rich (ed.), Peter Skene 
Ogden’s Snake Country Fournals, 1824-25 and 1825-26 (London, The Hudson’s 
Bay Record Society, 1950), pp. xvi—viil) ; or again the admission of the factors 
in 1809 that among them all only James Bird was competent to discuss the 
standard of trade (H.B.8., II, xxiiz). But a definitive verdict cannot be 
pronounced till much more is published on the background, character and record 
of the numerous individuals concerned. 


2 Clouston, Orkney Parishes, p. 123. 
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parties. From David Thompson’s account it may appear that the first 
white men to hear of it were the little party of Mitchell Omen and four 
others whom Walker sent off from Hudson House on October 15, 1781, 
to hunt for their livelihood on the prairies. A week later reports of the 
disease reached Walker himself at Hudson House, and ere long men, 
women and children were dying all about his trading post. From thence 
the small-pox continued its way eastward and on December 11 Tomison 
at Cumberland first heard of “ many Indians Dying ”’, and observed a 
woman sick with the characteristic first symptoms of the disease—“ a 
Violent pain in her back & much inclined to Vomitting ”. By Christmas 
Eve he was recording it as “ now spreading over the Whole Country ” 
round Cumberland House. As late as January 2 Indians living so far 
east as Basquiau had not heard. of the small-pox, but by the 31st it was 
“‘rageing amongst [them] with its greatest Fury”. From the Crees 
of the Saskatchewan it passed to the Crees of Athabaska, and thence to 
the Chipewyan hunters of the remotest Barrens.t So the disfiguring 
plague spread, unchecked and uncheckable, to the farthest corners of the 
great North West. 

By due process of nature the inhabitants of the old world, where small- 
pox had been endemic for generations, were the descendants of ancestors 
who had had some resistance to the disease. The luckless Indian, on the 
contrary, had passed through no such selective process to bring him any 
degree of inherited resistance. To his race small-pox was new and for 
that reason peculiarly devastating. It is likely indeed that on this occasion 
the small-pox itself was actually of a mild type, for none of the Hudson’s 
Bay Company men got it, except Charles Isham (the half-breed son of 
York’s former governor, James Isham), and though partly of Indian 
blood, he recovered.2. But among the natives the scourge swept as 
murderously as the Black Death through medieval England. “ ‘There is 
something very malignant, that we are not sensible of, either in the 
Constitution of the Natives or in the Disorder’, wrote “Tomison, 
“‘ those that Die before the small-pox breaks out is tormented with great 
pains and many of them Die within 48 Hours ”’.® 

The Indians had, of course, no remedy. They believed their sole 
hope of safety lay in flight to some area, could they but find one, which 
the disease had not yet reached. But the incubation period of small-pox 


1Tyrrell, Fourney from Prince of Wales’s Fort... 1769, 1770, 1771, and 
1772, by Samuel Hearne, pp. 200-1. 

2 As did most half-breeds, says Edward Umfreville, Present State of Hudson’s 
Bay, PP: 94-5: 
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runs from ten to fourteen days, so, even as they fled, the fugitives carried 
the infection with them and by their flight simply spread more widely the 
slaughter the scourge made. Nor was infection the only cause of death. 
“These Natives are such a Dastardly kind of people ”, wrote Walker, 
“ that if any of their Relations should be bad with this disorder, they think 
they need not look for any Recovery, they just throw them away, and so 
the poor Soul perishes ”’.!_ The sick were thus left to starve, and, when 
the small-pox failed to kill, hunger often did its work instead. 

Indeed at no time had the natives much idea of giving themselves a 
chance to recover from illnesses by treating themselves as invalids when 
they were invalids. “The last great outbreak of small-pox among the 
Indians of the west, in 1869-71, coincided with the journey of that 
prince of reporters, Lieutenant (later Lt. General Sir) W. F. Butler. 
With astonishment he marked that the disease did not end the most 
vigorous activities of the sickening Indian. So at Fort Victoria, he 
records, Sircee horse thieves had “ continued this practice [of swimming 
the broad Saskatchewan by night and lying in the high cornfields to 
watch for horses by day] at a time when they were being swept away by 
the small-pox; their bodies were found in one instance dead upon the 
bank of the river they had crossed by swimming when the fever of the 
disease had been at its height. “Those who live their lives quietly at home, 
who sleep in beds, and lay up when sickness comes upon them, know but 
little of what the human frame is capable of enduring if put to the test. 
With us, to be ill is to lie down; not so with the Indian; he is never ill 
with the casual illnesses of our civilization: when he lies down it is to 
sleep for a few hours, or—for ever ’’.2 And this practice of the natives, 
of continuing active pursuits literally to the death, may explain a fact 
recorded both by Walker and by David Thompson on the authority of 
Mitchell Omen; namely, that recovery from the disease was rarest 
among grown men, most frequent among women and children.? Yet a 
stark future awaited the women and child invalids who recovered. The 
death of their menfolk left none to hunt for and support them. 

‘The shocking beastliness of the effects of this plague has been described 
elsewhere. Years later David Thompson wrote down what he remem- 
bered of the recollections of Mitchell Omen, who was with Walker 
through much of this dreadful winter; and in 1790 Umfreville, and in 
1800 Alexander Mackenzie, each told the traditional tale of the plague 
as he had learnt it. Each writer tells a vivid story; none, perhaps, brings 

1 See p. 264. 

2,W. F. Butler, Te Great Lone Land (London, 1872), p= 303; 

3 See p. 279, and Tyrrell, David Thompson’s Narrative, p. 323. 
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the ghastliness of this time so much to life as the unpretentious narrative 
of William Walker, with his terse day to day reports of death, of burials of 
men, women and children, and his grim picture of “ Indians lying dead 
about the Barren Ground like Rotten Sheep, their Tents left standing 
and the Wild Beasts devouring them ”.? ‘Tomison, older and more 
observant than Walker, with an eye for symptoms and a keen sympathy 
for the helpless, provides a perhaps still more valuable record of the 
progress of the disease and its effect upon the natives. 

‘The number the plague slew cannot be estimated with any precision 
now, but two rough contemporary estimates have been handed down. 
Hearne believed that nine-tenths of the Indians of the northern Barrens 
died;2. Mitchell Omen told David Thompson that on the prairies “ it 
appeared that about three fifths had perished ”.? An ordinary cautious 
conservatism must incline everyone to prefer the lower of these two 
estimates. For doing so, there is the added reason that Hearne had only 
the reports of such survivors as visited Churchill for a basis for his 
opinion, whereas Omen had travelled through the prairies before and 
continued travelling through them after the plague, and his judgment is 
the judgment of an eye witness. Yet in view of the fact recorded by both 
Walker and ‘Thompson, that the majority of the survivors were women 
and children, Hearne’s figure may still represent more nearly than 
Omen’s what the death rate actually was among grown men, the able- 
bodied hunters upon whose success the prosperity of the fur trade rested. 
Whichever way one takes it, this slaughter of the Indians by the small- 
pox was perhaps as shattering a disaster as any native race outside Tas- 
mania has ever received from the white man; and it was all the more 
stunning because its destruction was compressed into a period of fifteen 
months or less. 

‘Though the plague passed the fur traders by, its ravages among the 
hunters of the beaver could not fail to affect them. The first effect was 
hunger. Walker had arrived at Hudson House to find the prairie once 
more swept by fire, and the party he early sent out to hunt for their own 


EEE Po 27C. 

2Tyrrell, Fourney from Prince of Wales’s Fort ...1769, 1770, 1771 and 
1772 by Samuel Hearne, pp. 200-1. 

3'Tyrrell, David Thompson’s Narrative, p. 323. 

*See I. Cowie, Te Company of Adventurers (Toronto, 1913), pp. 381-2. 
The 1870 epidemic, though murderous enough, was less disastrous because by 
that date vaccination had been so long familiar that it was possible even in the 
nearly virgin wilderness for many Indians to be immunised by Hudson’s Bay 
Company officers. 
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rations found no buffalo, and soon returned, empty-bellied and empty- 
handed. Meanwhile most of the native hunters on whom the traders 
relied for moose and buffalo meat were being torn by wolves and their 
own starving dogs as they lay dead and dying in their tents. Tomison 
at the end of February found himself so short of provisions that he sent 
off seven men to Hudson House in the hope that supplies might be more 
abundant up river in the buffalo country. But such was not the case. 
At Cumberland ‘Tomison had his nets and the Pine Island Lake fishery 
to live by, and, for emergencies, some 400 odd lbs. of flour that Marten, 
with fortunate providence, had sent up from York on August 5. At 
Hudson House Walker, with neither fish nor flour, was in a still worse 
plight. The few Indians who came in had lost ambition to hunt for 
more than their day to day needs, and alleged there was no game. ‘This 
Walker declared to be untrue. He had cause to know, for, in the 
absence of customers to trade with, he spent much of his time hunting and 
his success in killing wapiti, though he was modest enough about it, did 
something to keep his party alive.1_ He also turned off as many men as he 
could to hunt for themselves. They kept alive, but, with their regular 
customers dying by hundreds in lonely tepees scattered far and wide 
through the wilderness, they had little chance of getting fur. 

The small-pox, Walker had written with some foresight on November 
29, 1781, “ will be very detrimental to Our Affairs, But we are not One 
alone that will find the Smart, for I think this will give the Canadian 
‘Traders a trial and let us know whether they be Substantial Men or 
No... this Year I am sure that their Goods will not be half expended 
which will lay dead upon their Hands ”’.2. His forecast was sound. Fur 
returns were dismally low at Hudson House, as also at Cumberland; 
and as for the Nor’Westers, Alexander Mackenzie records “‘ the means 
of disposing of their goods were cut off; and no furs were obtained, but 
such as had been gathered from the habitations of the deceased Indians, 
which could not be very considerable: nor did they look from the losses 
of the present year, with any encouraging expectations to those which 
were to come ”’.3 


meee p. 275 3° They. say there is no Beasts about, but that is false, for I know 
when Us Englishmen can murder a Chance One, If they was to hunt with 
dexterity, they might keep themselves and Us too”. This entry may indicate 
the origin, as well as the incorrectness, of the oral tradition of a sudden and un- 
natural scarcity of game at this time recorded by David Thompson on the 
authority of Mitchell Omen (Tyrrell, David Thompson’s Narrative, p. 325). 

aiSee p. 268. 

3 Mackenzie, Voyages, p. xv. 
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In two other ways the small-pox had special effects on the Hudson’s 
Bay Company. First, as it destroyed the beaver hunters, so also it cut off 
the Company’s other valued collaborators, the Indians who helped to 
transport their fur harvest from Cumberland to York. Secondly, it 
would seem likely that the lean years of 1781-82 and 1782-83 may, by 
leaving an inventory of unexpended goods in their store rooms, have 
assisted their survival of the year 1783-84 when the results of Lapérouse’s 
raid were felt upon the Saskatchewan. In a normal year store rooms 
were generally pretty empty, especially of brandy, by the time the new 
season’s brigades re-appeared from their voyage to the sea, and in ordinary 
circumstances the Hudson’s Bay Company men would have fared badly 
indeed after an empty-handed return from York. Even as it was 
Tomison had to ask his rivals for advance of powder, tobacco, brandy, 
vermilion, knives and shirts to see him through the winter of 1783-84.1 

To Field Marshal Earl Haig is attributed the remark that no news is 
ever so good or so bad as it sounds when first heard. “The experience of 
the fur traders seems to have been in line with his observation. At the 
first impact of the small-pox, they appear to have feared something very 
close to a total annihilation of the natives. The disease spared “ very few 
that takes it’, wrote Walker in December, 1781, “as for the Stone 
Indians they are very few, if any left alive” he continued. In February 
Tomison answered his letter in an equally gloomy strain. ‘‘ My Debtors 
is all Dead ”, he wrote; so too were his canoe-builders; the entire tribe 
of the Basquiau Indians and two whole encampments of the Pigogomew 
and Cawonitow Indians he reported to be wiped out. But in fact the 
actual destruction of the plague mercifully fell somewhat short of the 
traders’ worst fears. On May 14 Walker could write more cheerfully 
“There is a good few Indians alive up here yet”. So a proportion did 
come through. Gradually the stricken tribes were to recover from the 
blow and the fur trade to revive. The story of recovery and revival, 
however, lies outside our period. 


1'Tomison received his share of the goods supplied by William Holmes on 
Christmas Day, 1783, and noted in the Cumberland House journal that in 
addition he had received ‘‘ 6 skains Jack Twine, two small marsh nets ready 
made, & 6 Net lines to line the nets”. Tomison continued: “ the Trading 
Goods are .. . sent down According to Order, but the Twine, nets, and Netline 
Mr. Holmes has sent down, out of his own good Consideration knowing our bad 
Situation for want of that Article” (B. 49/a/14). Holmes’s receipt, dated 
Cumberland House, May 30, 1784, for “‘ Five Hundred & Twenty Six Made 
Beaver Skins” received from William Tomison is bound into the Cumberland 


House Journal (ibid., fo. 32). 
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A Journal of the most 
remarkable Transactions and Occurrences 
at Cumberland House from gth June 1779 

to 7th June 1780 
by 


Mr. William Tomison Master 


B.49/a/9. This is a stiff, paper-covered foolscap book of sixty-nine folios 
and the title on p. 1 appears on a label on the front cover. The journal is a 
fair copy and covers fifty-six folios. It continues the Cumberland House journal 
from the end of B.49/a/7 which is printed in H[udson’s] Blay Company] 
S[eries], Vol. XIV, E. E. Rich and A. M. Johnson (eds.), Cumberland House 
Fournals and Inland Fournal 1775-82, First Series, 1775-79 (London, The 
Hudson’s Bay Record Society, 1951). The journal classified as B.49/a/8 is the 
one kept by Philip Turnor during 1778-79 and printed in J. B. Tyrrell (ed.), 
Fournals of Samuel Hearne and Philip Turnor (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 
1934), Pp- 197-258. 


Journal of Occurrences and Transactions 
at Cumberland House by Mr. Willm. 
Tomison Master and others Commencing 
the 9th June 1779 and ending the 
7tp june: 1730 


CuMBERLAND House Journat ADi. 1779 


oth Wednesday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff breeze Sometimes 1 779 
Cloudy other times Clear, Mr. William Tomison Accompanied June 
by 16 Canoes of English and Indians proceeded on their 
Journey down to York Fort.!_ The men employed as Yesterday 
doing necessary Jobs about the House. 
10th Thursday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather. The men employed Two went and took 
up the Nets, The rest cleaning their Cabbins. 
11th Friday. Wind NEt. stiff breeze Cloudy rainey 
Weather; The men employed doing odd Jobbs indoors One 
Indian arrived with moose flesh which I traded. 
12th Saturday. Wind NEt. Calmer Cloudy rainey Weather 
The men employed cutting a little firewood, Gave Indians a 
little supply of Ammunition to go a hunting. 
13th Sunday. WNind the same moderate clear Weather Read 
Divine Service for the day, five tents of Indians upon our 
Plantation. 
14th Monday. Wind variable clear moderate Weather The 
men employed, Two mending fishing Nets, Two making 
Barrs pr. Windows and Doors, Two doing necessary Jobbs 
about the House, Isaac Batt yet ailing four Tents pitched off 
our Plantation a hunting. 
15th Tuesday. Wind variable squally weather with Showers 
of Rain. The men employed Two setting down 4 Sturgeon 
Nets The rest doing odd Jobbs within doors, One poor 
female Indian Deceased and the rest pitched away, having no 
relation here at the time, I sent two men to Dig a grave. 
* William Walker was in charge during Tomison’s absence. See H.B.S., 
BS1V,.305. 
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16th Wednesday. ind variable Clear moderate Weather 


June The men employed four overhaleing the the Provisions One 


man net-mending Myself and one man went to the Sturgeon 
Nets got very little Success; At noon arrived 6 Canoes of 
Traders from the Beaver Lake. In the Evening on Canoe 
of Indians arrived from warr, brought a few Furrs. 

17th Thursday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday, 
The men employed Cutting a little wood and doing other 
necessary Duties, great success from our fishing Nets; Iwo 
more set to day. 

18h Friday. Wind and weather the same as Yesterday The 
men doing their own necessary’s indoors, only Two went to the 
nets, and one net mending. In the Evening one Canoe 
arrived brought a few Skins traded and went away. 

19th Saturday. Wind variable Cloudy calm weather The 
Musscatoes being so numerous, The men could not stand to 
work out of doors. 

20th Sunday. Wind Westerly a still breeze cloudy Weather 
Read Divine Service. 

21st Monday. Wind variable hot Sultry Weather with 
Thunder and Lightning The men employed Two at the 
fishing nets very great Success The rest employed about 
necessary Duties indoors for the musscatoes are so very 
numerous it is impossible for the men to work out Except upon 
the water. In the Evening one Canoe arrived that did 
accompany Mr. Tomison seven days on his Journey down to 
York Fort But the Indians Wife falling by with a swell’d Leg 
that obliged him to turn back. 7 

22nd Tuesday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff breeze 
hot clear weather, Water swells very fast in our Lake The men 
employed at their Sindry duty middling Success of Fish. 

23rd Wednesday. Wind variable a middling stiff breeze 
The men employed about sindry Duty Small success from our 
Nets. In the Evening three Canoes arrived brought a few 
Skins. 

24th Thursday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff breeze 
Clear Weather The men employed felling firewood and setting 
it up. 
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26th Friday. \Nind and Weather the same as Yesterday The 1779 
men employed as before Except two to the Nets middling June 
Success took three up being very much Damaged. 

26th Saturday. Wind NEt. a stiff breeze; The men 
employed carrying firewood to a Pile and setting it up. 

27th Sunday. \Nind East a middling stiff breeze Clear 
Weather Read Divine Service. 

28th Monday. Wind NWt. astiff breeze Clear Weather The 
men employed felling firewood, & one man Net mending. 

29th Tuesday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather, The men employed about sindry Jobbs 
about the House, Two men at the fishing Nets, but very little 
Success owing to the great flow of Water & one man Net 
mending In the Evening one Canoe arrived brought a few 
Furrs. 

30th Wednesday. WNind variable Cloudy hot Sultry weather 
The men employed as Yesterday, at noon arrived one Canoe 
with some moose flesh which is the first green flesh, since 
about the time our men embarked.! 

1st Thursday. Wind variable cloudy mild Weather The July 
Canoe that arrived on Tuesday went away seemingly very well 
pleased, The men employed doing trifling Jobbs about the 
House. 

2nd briday. Wind calm Cloudy Weather The People 
employed about necessary Jobbs, Iwo men taking up the 
Nets, At noon arrived Mr. Petter Pond with three Canoes 
from the Northward? very much distressed for want of food 

momane 6, 1779. See 1.B8.5., XIV, 305. 

2 Of Pond’s expedition Alexander Mackenzie wrote : . . In the spring of 
the year 1778, some of the traders on the Saskatchiwine River, finding they had 
a quantity of goods to spare, agreed to put them into a joint stock, and gave the 
charge and management of them to Mr. Peter Pond, who, in four canoes, was 
directed to enter the English River, so called by Mr. Frobisher, to follow his 
track, and proceed still further; if possible, to Athabasca, a country hitherto 
unknown but from Indian report. In this enterprise he at length succeeded, 
and pitched his tent on the banks of the Elk River, by him erroneously called 
the Athabasca River, about thirty miles from the Lake of the Hills, into which 
it empties itself...”. (Voyages from Montreal... through the Continent of North 
America, to the Frozen and Pacific Oceans; In the Years 1789 amd 1793... 
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1779 having bad Success on his Journey down his Canoes being 
July broke upon the fall’s He required some little Supplies from me 
which I did give him with the greatest Civility for their 
kindness shown to Us Such as 3 lb. of Tobacco, Two pounds 
of Powder and two Berks of beat meat, He was so far that He 
traded with the Northward Indians that Mr. Samuel Hearne 
was along with Mit’tee’na’ pew! and his gang, He has been two 
Summers upon this Voiage made 140 Packs each go lbs. but 
was obliged to leave the most part of them behind, mostly 
parchment and Coat beaver He informed me of one carrying 
Place? to be about 12 miles over being so steep They was eight 
days a Carrying over it I have heard of the same by the Natives 
but Their information was a Eleven Days In the Evening two 
Canoes arrived brought some moose flesh; The frenchmen 
being hear at the said time starving, 1 made bold to give them 
a share of it which the Master was very thankful nay he had 
even traded his Cloath’s off his Back.® 
3rd Saturday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather, no working out the Musscatoes being so 
numerous, The french and Indian Canoes went away. 


1A reference to Matonabbee, the Northern Indian with Cree blood who 
accompanied Samuel Hearne on his Coppermine River expedition of 1770-72. 
See J. B. Tyrrell (ed.), 4 Fourney from Prince of Wales's Fort in Hudson’s Bay 
to the Northern Ocean in the Years 1769, 1770, 1771, and 1772 by Samuel . 
Hearne (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1911). 

2 Portage la Loche, or Methy Portage, was estimated by Mackenzie (Voyages, 
pp. Ixxxiv—v), to be thirteen miles in length. He continued: “ This portage 
is the ridge that divides the waters which discharge themselves into Hudson’s 
Bay, from those that flow into the Northern ocean... ”’. 

3 B.239/a/78, York Factory Journal, August 4, 1780, Humphrey Marten’s 
“Remarks and Observations on the Inland Journals.” “July 2nd: William 
Walker says Peter Pond arrived at Cumberland House with three Canoes laden 
with 140 packs of Furs mostly Coat & Parchment Beaver each pack go lbs. 
weight, consequently each pack upwards of 60 made Beaver, in the whole 
upwards of 8400 made Beaver. he had Traded the Cloaths of his back the 
Indians are so distressed and eager for European Goods, Willm. Walker or 
George Hudson should be sent to the north of Cumberland House with 4 or 5 
men and ‘Trading Goods, and as we greatly under sell the Canadians I am not 
in the least doubt that that, or treble that number would return well loaded, 
Pond had 25 Men with him when he went Noward, to English would do as 
much business as 15 Frenchmen.” 


JIE “4-075 1770 7 


4th Sunday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff breeze Cloudy 1779 
Weather Read Divine Service. July 

sth Monday. Wind the same a stiffer gale Cloudy Weather 
with small messling Rain, The men employed carrying firewood 
and setting it up in a Pile for the Wintors Use. 

6th Tuesday. Wind NWt. a stiff breeze Cloudy rainey 
Weather, The men employed felling firewood. 

7th Wednesday. Wind NWt. a middling breeze in the 
forenoon, but towards Evening Calm’d The men employed 
setting up firewood, In the night arrived one Canoe brought a 
little moose flesh which I traded. 

8th Thursday. Wind variable Calm cloudy hot Sultry 
Weather, muskatoes very numerous all the Day. 

9th Friday. WNind variable Cloudy hot weather The People 
employed about sindry Duty Three Tents of Indians upon 
our Plantation. 

10th Saturday. Wind Easterly a stiff breeze Cloudy 
Weather The people employed cutting a little firewood Two 
tents of Indians went away. 

11th Sunday. Wind Calm cloudy hot Weather Read 
Divine Service. 

12th Monday. Wind Easterly a middling Stiff breeze Clear 
Weather The men employed, Two setting fishing Nets, The 
rest felling firewood. 

13th Tuesday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday; 
The men employed felling firewood and doing other necessary 
Jobbs about the House. 

14th Wednesday. Wind variable Calm cloudy Weather The 
men employed felling firewood, one net mending and two 
at the fishing Nets, middling Success of Small fish. 

15th Thursday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather The men employed felling firewood Two 
at the nets, and one Net making. 

16th Friday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday The 
men Employed felling firewood, and Two at the nets returned 
with middling Success, Our fishing nets are about Eleven 
Miles from here. 

17th Saturday. Wind N.Wt.a stiff breeze squally Weather 
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1779 with Thunder and Rain The men cutting a little firewood and 
July doing littile Jobbs about the House. 

18th Sunday. Wind N.Wt. a middling breeze Sometimes 
Cloudy other times Clear Read Divine Service. 

19th Monday. A fine Calm day The men Employed felling 
and setting up firewood and Two at the nets which returned 
with a fine parcle of fish. 

20th Tuesday. Wind Westerly Calm hot Sultry Weather 
The men employed setting up Firewood and Two at the Nets 
middling Success. 

21st Wednesday. Wind variable hot Sultry Weather The 
musskatoes being so numerous The men Could not work out. 

22nd Thursday. Wind N.Et. a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather The men employed working in the Garden, 
and two at the nets returned with a few small Fish. 

23rd Friday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday 
The men employed Setting up the wood in a Pile for the 
Winter’s fireing, Two at the Nets 4 Sturgeon. 

24th Saturday. Wind Easterly a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather; The men employed as Yesterday middling 
Success from our Nets. 

25th Sunday. Wind variable hot Sultry Weather Two men 
went to the Nets, in case the fish should be spoiled being too 
long Caught. 

26th Monday. Wind varible hot Sultry Weather The men 
employed Two at the Nets middling Success The rest setting 
up Firewood. 

27th Tuesday. Wind Southerly hot Sultry Weather Cloudy, 
with a small Shower of Rain The men employed indoors. 

28th Wednesday. WNind variable cloudy hot sultry Weather 
The men employed Two a hunting returned with three Ducks, 
and Two at the fishing Nets Caught a few small Fish. 

29th Thursday. Wind variable Cloudy weather with rain 
The men employed about sindry duty Two men a hunting not 
any Luck, and two at the fishing Nets, took up five only two 
Sturgeon. 

30th Friday. Wind Easterly a moderate breeze Clear 
Weather: At noon arrived two young fellows for Tobacco, 
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which informed me of seven Canoes of Cowentow Indians, and 1779 
in the Evening they arrived with a few Skins But when Drunk July 
very Troublesome and saucy if in case we was not the Strongest 
Side They would have given Battle They are got to such a 
Pitch that They dont mind giving opon engagement. The 
men employed as Yesterday. 

31st Saturday. Wind variable almost calm Clear Weather 
The men employed about necessary duty indoors, Two men at 
the nets middling Success In the Evening one Canoe arrived 
with some green moose flesh. 

1st Sunday. WNind variable hot sultry Weather Read Divine August 
Service. 

2nd Monday. ‘Nindand Weather thesameas Yesterday The 
men employed mending nets and doing other necessary Duties. 

3rd Tuesday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday; 
The men employed as before four Canoes arrived which I had 
sent a hunting, brought very little with them. 

4th Wednesday. \Nind Southerly a moderate breeze overcast 
hot Sultry Weather The men employed as before Seven Canoes 
arrived brought very little or any thing with them Three Tents 
upon our Plantation. 

sth Thursday. ‘Nind Southerly a moderate breeze Clear hot 
Sultry Weather; The men employed about sindry Duty’s, very 
little Success from our Nets and not likelyhood to be any Stock 
of Provisions in the House this Season. 

6th Friday. Wind variable hot Sultry Weather The men 
employed as Yesterday, only two laying out watching the Nets 
very little Success from them owing to the stillness of the 
Weather lately. 

7th Saturday. Wind variable hot Sultry Weather The men 
employed as Yesterday very little Success from our Nets If it 
had not been for neting a few fish We should not have had a 
mouthful to have puten in our mouths, The Indians that served 
this House with Provisions are gone to Warr and what is They 
cannot hunt, owinng to the Calmness of the Weather, and the 
Muskatoes being so numerous. 

8th Sunday. Wind N.Wt.a moderate breeze Clear Weather 
Read Divine Service. 
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gth Monday. Wind Southerly a moderate breeze Clear 
Weather, The men employed Two at the fishing Nets, 
middling Success The rest doing necessary Jobbs about the 
House. In the Evening 4 Canoes arrived with a little dried 
Provisions. 

10th Tuesday. Wind Westerly a middling breeze Clear 
Weather, The People employed as Yesterday, middling Success 
from our Nets. 

11th Wednesday. Wind a middling stiff breeze N.Wt. 
Clear Weather The People employed overhauling the 
Provisions &c. and two at the nets middling Success of Small 
fish. 

12th Thursday. Wind variable a middling stiff breeze Clear 
Weather The people employed Cutting firewood and two at 
the Nets middling Success In the Evening two Canoes arrived 
brought very little or any thing with them, Six of the Seven 
Canoes that arrived the 30th of July went away for their own 
Country. 

13th Friday. Wind N.W. a middling stiff breeze Cloudy 
Weather with Rain Two men at the nets very little Success The 
rest employed about necessary duty about the House In the 
Evening two Canoes arrived brought a little Provisions, and 
traded ready for setting off the next morning. 

14th Saturday. Wind N.Wt.a middling stiff breeze Cloudy 
Weather with Rain The men employed as Yesterday very little 
Success from our Nets. 

15th Sunday. Wind variable Cloudy Weather a middling 
stiff breeze with Rain Read Divine Service In the Evening two 
Canoes arrived with a little green moose flesh which I traded. 

16th Monday. ind variable Calm Weather The men 
employed cutting up a little firewood, Two at the nets very 
little Success, took up all the Nets to mend and to refresh the 
Twine and one man net mending, four Canoes went a hunting 
In the Evening two arrived brought a little Provisions. 

17th Tuesday. Nind Easterly a middling stiff breeze with 
Thunder Rain and Lightning One Canoe arrived brought a 
little Provisions. 

18th Wednesday. Wind N.Et. a stiff breeze cloudy Weather 
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with Rain The men employed about necessary Jobbs about the 
House, The two Canoes that arrived on Monday, went away, 
In the Evening one arrived brought a little Provisions. 

19th Thursday. Wind N.Wt.a stiff breeze Cloudy Weather 
with Thunder Lightning and Rain, The men employed as 
yesterday; Two Canoes arrived brought very little or any 
thing with them. 

20th Friday. Wind N.Wt. a stiff breeze Cloudy weather 
with Rain; The men mending fishing Nets and cutting a little 
firewood. 

21st Saturday. Wind variable a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy with Rain The men employed cutting a little firewood 
and net mending In the Evening Three Canoes arrived brought 
a little green moose flesh. 

22nd Sunday. Wind variable In the morning Cloudy but 
towards noon Clear moderate Weather Read Divine Service 
In the Evening Two Canoes arrived from the Barren ground 
brought a little fat and a few Skins and now are staying to 
accompany our men up the River This man is one of our 
Leaders which is Just come from Warr his tribe of young 
fellows he has left behind to Procure Provisions against our 
Peoples arrival and has promised that he will accompany our 
People down to York Fort next Summer His stopping here 
will be some little Expences. 

23rd Monday. ind middling a stiff breeze But at noon 
variable Cloudy Weather The men employed about sindry 
Duties about the House. 

24th Tuesday. Wind Calm hot and Sultry Two men I sent 
a hunting returned but had no Luck Two Setting of fishing 
Nets brought a few small fish and Two net mending. 

25th Wednesday. ‘Wind W.b.N. a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather The men employed a hunting returned not 
having any Luck, Two men net mending and Two at the 
fishing Nets middling success. 

26th Thursday. Wind the same as Yesterday Weather 
Clearer; The men employed Two at the fishing Nets little 
Success from them Two men net making Myself and one man 
a hunting kill’d 6 Ducks The families of those who are 
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accompanied our People down to York Fort are laying here 
Starving. 

27th Friday. Wind and weather the same as Yesterday but 
moderate The men employed at their Sindry Dutys about the 
House In the Evening four Canoes arrived brought very little 
or any thing with them. 

28th Saturday. Wind W.b.N. Sometimes Clear other times 
Cloudy with Rain, sent two mena hunting The rest employed as 
Yesterday middling Success from our Nets In the Evening 
four Canoes arrived brought a little dried moose flesh. 

29th Sunday. Wind variable Weather sometimes Cloudy 
other times Clear Read Divine Service. 

30th Monday. Wind N.Wt. a middling stiff breeze Cloudy 
Weather The men employed Two a hunting returned without 
any thing Two net making and Two at the Nets, very little 
Success. 

31st Tuesday. Wind W.b.N. a middling Stiff breeze with 
Lightning Thunder and Rain The men employed Two net 
making, Two at the fishing Nets caught very little The rest 
cutting up a little firewood. 

1st Wednesday. Wind W.b.N. a moderate Cloudy Weather 
The men employed as Yesterday In the Evening 3 Canoes 
arrived brought a little Provisions. 

and Thursday. Wind N.Wt.a moderate breeze fine weather 
The men employed Two net making, and the rest drying 
Provisions. 

3rd Friday. Wind N.Et.a moderate breeze Cloudy Weather 
The men employed Two net mending Two a hunting brought 
one Goose and Two Ducks The rest Cutting a little 
firewood. 

4th Saturday. ‘Nind Easterly a middling breeze Cloudy 
Weather with Rain, The men employed doing their own 
necessary’s indoors Sent two men about Thirty miles down 
Saskachiwan River to Catch Fish. 

sth Sunday. Wind N.Et. a moderate breeze Sometimes 
Clear other times Cloudy Read Divine Service In the Evening 
arrived seven Canoes three of which came from York Fort with 
Goods Seemingly in good Condition I received a note from the 


SEPTEMBER 5-10, 1779 a) 


Bearers Wrote by Mr. William Tomison that He desired | 


would pay no Indians till his arrival. 
A copy of a Letter from Mr. Wm. Tomison 


CuHa’Ke’TE’ Naw River! Fuly 215¢ 1 

WILLIAM WALKER pes ne 
SIR 

I send this to inform you that I enjoy a state of good 
Health at Present wishing this may find you and all under 
your Command in the same. As the Chief part of the Indians 
is gone up steel River I take the Oppertunity to send this by 
them; Also a list of the Number of Bundles you are to receive 
from each man also Guns and Kettles flour, Oatmeal &c. You 
are not to pay them until I arrive. If any of the Packages 
should be wet you will do well to open them takeing a true 
accunt of the Contents. 

I remain your friend & well wisher. 


6th Monday. Wind N.Et. a middling stiff breeze Cloudy 
Weather The men employed Cutting a little firewood and net 
mending Six Tents of Indians upon our Plantation. 

7th Tuesday. Wind N.Wt. moderate weather Cloudy with 
Rain, The men drying Provisions, and net mending. 

8th Wednesday. Wind Wt. b.N. a middling stiff breeze 
Clear Weather In the morning arrived a Canoe from our 
fishermen which brought 50 Tickameg and most of them were 
Stinking, being weather bound Two days, The men employed 
about the House. 

9th Thursday. Wind a moderate breeze clear Weather The 
Two Fishermen arrived brought about 20 Fish of Sorts and 8 
Geese The men employed Two net mending and Two more | 
have sent off to kill what They can fish or Flesh In the Evening 
one Canoe arrived brought one Thigh of Venison. 

10th Friday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff breeze Clear 
Weather, The men employed cleaning about the House and 


' 1 Hill River, the local name for that part of Hayes River between Swampy 
Lake and the mouth of Fox (or Steel) River. See Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne 
and Turnor, p. 24.92 for a description of this part of Hayes River. 
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net mending; At noon arrived 5 Canoes which brought Goods 
up from York Fort I gave them Liquor as incouragement and 
they got Drunk; also 5 Canoes of grass River Indians which 
brought Provisions and a few Skins. 

11th Saturday. Wind S.Wt. a middling breeze Clear 
Weather The Indians still Drunk At noon arrived Mr. William 
Tomison accompanied with 21 Canoes English and Indians. 

12th Sunday. WNind and Weather the same as Yesterday 
overhaling Trading Goods Stores &c. and found it to Answer 
the accounts received from Willm. Walker, In the Evening 
arrived one Canoe brought a little moose flesh. 

13th Monday. Wind the same Weather Cloudy The men 
employed about odd Jobbs in the House myself and three men 
packed six bundles for the Upland Expedition? In the Evening 
one Canoe arrived brought a little moose flesh, & a few Geese. 

14th Tuesday. Wind Southerly a moderate breeze hot and 
Sultry Clear Weather, The men employed about various 
Duties Repairing Canoes for the Expedition and paying off 
the Indians that brought Goods from the Factory; In the 
Evening one Canoe arrived brought a few Geese and some 
moose flesh. Still four Canoes of Indians not yet arrived, that 
accompanied me from York Fort. 

15th Wednesday. Wind Westerly a moderate breeze 
Clear Weather, The men employed repairing Canoes mending 
Chymney’s and doing other various Duties Two Tents went 
off the Plantation, Packed eight Bails of Goods for the 
Expedition. 

16th Thursday. Wind Southerly a middling breeze Clear 
Weather The men employed about various Duties, triming 
Canoes pitching them and packing up Goods for the Expedition 
Received a few Geese from Indians, Iwo tents of Indians went 
away trusted them a little Debt. 

17th Friday. Wind Southerly a stiff breeze Cloudy Weather, 


1 Tomison had left York Fort on July 28, 1779 (B.239/a/76). His journal 
from that date until September 11, 1779, is contained in the Hudson House 
journal, B.87/a/z2, see pp. 59-66. He continued the Cumberland House 
journal as from September 12. 

2 T.e., for Hudson House, the outpost from Cumberland House. 
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The men employed about various Duties and getting themselves 
in readiness for to go up the River Saskachiwan, finished 
packing up Goods for the said Voyage and Paid off the Indians. 

18th Saturday. Wind S.Wt. a middling stiff breeze part 
Cloudy and part Clear finished repairing Canoes and fitted out 
the men to go up a Loft One Tent of Indians went off the 
Plantation. 

19th Sunday. Wind N.E. a stiff breeze Cloudy Weather 
with Rain In the Evening four Canoes arrived with Goods 
from York Fort. 

20th Monday. Wind variable Cloudy Weather with Rain 
This Day I sent off Robert Longmoor accompanied by 16 men 
Vizt. Isaac Batt, James James Spence Junr., Magnus Twatt, 
Malchom Ross, Charles Isham, Nichol Wishard, James Tate,! 
Edward Wishart, William Copeland,! James Sanderson! 
Robert Davey, William Omen, Mitchel Omen William Lutit, 
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William Gray, I myself proposing to go tomorrow I have sent | 


by the above persons 41504 Beaver in Trading Goods, Also 
what Stores are requesed Took a survey of trading Goods 
Stores &cc, and put William Walker in Charge In the Evening 
arrived ¢ Canoes brought a few Geese, some dried Provisions, 
and a few furrs; Paid the Indians that arrived Yesterday, 
trusted them a little Debt, and They went away. 

21st Tuesday. Wind Northerly a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather The men employed shifting Provisions, and 
doing other necessary Jobbs in Doors. 

22nd Wednesday. ‘Wind Westerly a middling stiff breeze 
cloudy Weather The men employed doing odd Jobbs about 
the House Mr. Tomison embarked for his voiage up the 
Saskachiwan River.? 


1 James Tate, Edward Wishart, William Copeland (or Coupland), and James 
Sanderson (or Sandison) were all recruited as labourers at £6 a year from the 
Orkneys in 1778, Tate and Wishart from Orphir, Copeland from Kirkwall 
and Sanderson from South Ronaldshay. Copeland left the service in 1787 but 
the others were still employed in 1792 (A.16/32, fos. 167d.-170; A.16/33, 
fos. 61d.—64 and 195d.—196). 

2 For Tomison’s account of his journey see the Hudson House journal 
~ (B.87/a/2), p. 66 et seq. The Cumberland House journal was continued by 
William Walker. 
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23rd Thursday. Wind variable mild Weather The men 
employed, one Net mending and the rest setting fishing Nets 
and Hunting. 

24th Friday. Nind variable moderate Weather part Cloudy 
part Clear, The men employed Two net making, The men that 
I sent a hunting returned with one Goose & 7 Ducks, In the 
Evening Three Canoes arrived brought some Geese which | 
traded but They would not trade them for any thing but Liquor. 

26th Saturday. Wind variable moderate Weather The men 
employed cleaning about the House Those that arrived 
Yesterday went away. 

26th Sunday. Wind Southerly moderate part Cloudy and 
part Clear In the Evening arrived two Canoes loaded with green 
moose flesh being that I had such a great Supply of fresh 
Geese obliged me to have it dried, or else refuse it and that 
would have afronted the Indians, me haveing it dried made it 
some little more Expences. 

27th Monday. Wind Southerly a moderate breeze part 
Cloudy and part Clear, The men employed drying moose flesh, 
One man James Wass laying by with a boil upon his knee At 
noon arrived one Canoe with three French Master traders 
accompanyed by 8 Canoes of their own Seemingly not to be so 
free in giving to the Natives as usual stayed here about two 
Hour’s and then embarked, In the Evening one Canoe 
arrived brought one moose green. 

28th Tuesday. Wind the same Weather Cloudy with small 
Rain The men employed about odd Jobbs about the House 
Those that arrived the 26th and Yesterday went away, one 
Sturgeon from our Nets. 

29th Wednesday. Wind S.Et. a moderate breeze Clear 
Weather The men employed Two drying moose flesh and T'wo 
net mending, and one man still ailing of a bad knee. 

30th Thursday. Wind Southerly a middling stiff breeze 
Clear Weather The men employed about necessary Jobbs about 
the House Two men at the Sturgeon nets middling Success. 

ist Friday. Wind E.b.S. a middling stiff breeze Cloudy 
Weather with missty rain Two men net making and Two I 
have sent a hunting, This day arrived two Canoes of Canadian 
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Traders, bound for the Beaver Lake and that way, One stayed 
here about an Hour, and then embarked for his Winters 
Muarters Lhe other one 1s to reside near, the mouth of this 
Lake his staying here owing that is Canoe being broke and 
intends to embark to morrow. 

and Saturday. Wind Northerly a stiff breeze Clear Weather 
with a misty rain One of the french Canoes that arrived 
yesterday Could not embark owing that the sea’s run two high 
The men employed as Yesterday. 

3rd Sunday. Wind N.Wt. a stiff breeze Cloudy cold 
Weather The french Canoe still Weather bound. 

4th Monday. Wind Northerly a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather The men employed Two netmending Two a 
hunting returned with Geese and Ducks myself and one man 
at the Sturgeon Nets middling Success This Day the french 
Canoe Embarked for their Winters Quarters about 30 miles 
below Us at the mouth of this Lake. 

5th Tuesday. Wind Easterly a middling Stiff breeze Cloudy 
Weather The men employed, Two net making one Wood 
Cutting, and Two a hunting returned with a Eleven Ducks, 
One Tent of Indians Pitched away for their Winters Quarters, 
Trusting them a little Debt. 

6th Wednesday. ‘Nind E.b.S. a moderate breeze The men 
employed Two net makeing Two at the Sturgeon Nets only 
one fish, and Two I sent a hunting for three nights. 

7th Thursday. ‘Nind Southerly a moderate breeze part 
Cloudy & part Clear The men employed Two net making 
and one opening Gasket.! 

8th Friday. Wind N.Wt. a middling stiff breeze part 
Cloudy and part Clear The men employed as Yesterday. 

gth Saturday. Wind W.b.N. Cloudy, windy Weather In 
the Evening our men arrived that went away the 6th brought 
15 Geese and 24 Ducks The rest employed net making and 
Cutting a little firewood. 


1 Strictly (Oxford English Dictionary), “ A strip of tow, plaited hemp, or 
other material, used for packing a piston or for caulking a joint ”, but obviously 
the same as the “ Rope Yarn’s” of October 11 and the “Spun Yarn” of 
October 12. 
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10th Sunday. Wind Westerly a fine moderate Day Read 
Divine Service. 

11th Monday. Wind S.E. moderate Weather part Cloudy 
and part Clear The men employed Two Net makeing and 
opening Rope Yarn’s for to make Net Lines off. 

12th Tuesday. Wind Northerly a middling stiff breeze part 
Cloudy and part Clear The men employed one Netmakeing 
one opening Spun Yarn Myself and one man a hunting kill’d 
13 Ducks In the Evening two Canoes arrived Loaded with 
Provisions and a few Skins. 

13th Wednesday. .Wind Easterly a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather with little snow in the morning The Two 
Canoes that arrived Last night went away The men employed 
about various Duties In the Evening the two men that was a 
hunting returned with 16 Geese and 8 Ducks. 

14th Thursday. Nind variable from East to North Cloudy, 
snowing Weather The men employed Two net making one 
opening Spunyarn Myself and one a hunting returned with 
one Goose and 7 Ducks. 

15th Friday. Wind Westerly a very great Storm with Snow 
Drifting Cloudy Weather frose very hard in the night most of 
the Bay’s being fast The men employed Two Net makeing 
The rest spinning Yarn’s for Net Lines. 

16th Saturday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday 
The men employed as before This is the hardest gale I ever saw. 

17th Sunday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday 
but more favourable towards noon and then calmed Read 
Divine Service This day our Lake being frose from one Side 
to other. 

18th Monday. Wind variable Weather Clear The men 
employed Two net makeing and three makeing Net Lines of 
fettles! that came off the Keggs &c. At noon arrived James 
Spence Junior and one home Indian with a Packet from Mr. 
William Tomison by foot owing to the early setting in of our 
Lake their Cargo they also landed and left about 3 miles from 
thus which I shall send for tomorrow. 


1). O. Halliwell, 4 Dictionary of Archaic and Provincial Words (London, 
1866), 1,.354,° FETITEL. “A cord used toa panniers eii707 
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A copy of a letter received from Mr. William Tomison! 


SASKACHIWAN River October the 1oth 
about 30 miles above the Canadian Sett.2 
SIR 
This is to inform you we arrived with every thing safe 
on the 8th of October at the place appointed where we intend 
to erect a Temporary Settlement which for Distinction I 
intend to call Hudson House. 

I have returned the low Country Indian who assisted in 
Carrying up Goods as also James Spence Junior I have sent by 
them five bundles of furrs, Containing 200 made Beaver, You 
are to pay the Indian 16 Beaver in Trading Goods which you 
are to Charge in your Expences. 

You are to take care what Indians may visit you in the Winter 
to treat them kindly and give all possible encouragement you 
can for Provisions. 

You will employ the men before too much snow to Collect 
some Timber for building a Victualing Shed as you know the 
present one 1s not fit for keeping Provisions in, by reason of 
the Scellar being under neath I conclude Wishing you health 
and happiness, and Success to the Company’s Affairs 

I remain your most Humble Servant 
Witiiam Tomison 


19th Tuesday. Wind N.Et. a middling stiff breeze Cloudy 
Weather with a little snow Sent the men for those Bundles of 
furrs mentioned Yesterday and They returned with them all 
in good Condition One man James Banks laying by with a 
swell’d Thigh. 

20th Wednesday. ‘Wind and Weather still the same as 
Yesterday but in the night fell a great flight of snow The men 
employed Iwo making net Lines The rest shoveling snow and 
Cutting of firewood. 

21st Thursday. ‘Nind Northerly a very hard gale Cloudy 
Weather with snow The men employed about various Duties 
indoors. 


1’Tomison’s copy of this letter is on p. 70. 
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22nd Friday. Wind Northerly a middling stiff breeze till 
noon and then cleared The men employed as Yesterday. 

23rd Saturday. Wind variable Clear Weather the men 
employed Three men and Myself Net making Two Cutting 
firewood and Shoveling Snow, One yet Ailing of a swell’d 
Thigh. 

24th Sunday. Nind Southerly a moderate breeze Clear 
Weather Read Divine Service. 

25th Monday. Wind Easterly a moderate breeze Cloudy 
hot Sultry Weather The great quantity of snow that fell is 
nothing but glush The men employed Two net making Two 
Cutting a little firewood One Spinning ropeyarns for Net 
Lines and one yet ailing of swelled Thigh. 

26th Tuesday. ‘Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday 
The men employed about various Duties about the House. 

27th Wednesday. Wind Easterly till noon and then changed 
S.Wt. Cloudy rainey Weather; The men employed Two 
sideing a Net, Two digging a trench and Two cutting a little 
firewood. 

28th Thursday. Wind variable clear mild Weather The 
men employed about various kind of Duty. 

29th Friday. Wind and Weather thesameas Yesterday The 
men employed setting up some dry Wood for the Winters Use. 

30th Saturday. Wind Westerly a moderate breeze Clear 
Weather The men employed at various Duty. 

31st Sunday. Wind variable Clear mild Weather Read 
Divine Service. 

1st Monday. Wind Easterly part cloudy and part Clear, 
The men employed Two siding a Net, Myself and one man 
Angling but got nothing The rest Cutting up firewood. 

and Tuesday. Wind Easterly Clear sharp Weather most 
part of the men employed as Yesterday only myself and one 
man looking out for some Timber for builing a new Victualing 
Shed The present one not being servicable for the purpose only 
in the Winter owing to the Dampness that strikes from the 
Scellar. 

3rd Wednesday. Wind variable Cloudy Weather The men 
employed felling Timber and squaring them. 
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4th Thursday. Wind Westerly a moderate breeze Clear 
Weather The men employed four sideing Timber, Two men 
Myself and one home Indian Setting three Sturgeon Nets 
and looking for those that was Lost at the setting in of the 
Lake. 

sth Friday. Wind W.b.S. a moderate breeze Cloudy 
Weather The men employed felling and sideing Timber. 

6th Saturday. Wind Westerly a middling breeze Clear 
mild Weather The men employed four squaring Timber and 
Two men and Myself at the Sturgeon Nets middling Success 
set another Sturgeon Net. 

7th Sunday. ‘Nind variable Cloudy hot Sultry Weather 
Read Divine Service. 

8th Monday. Wind variable Clear mild Weather The men 
employed four sideing Timber Myself and Two men at the 
Nets had middling Success. 

oth Tuesday. Wind S.Et. a moderate breeze Cloudy mild 
Weather The men felling, and sideing Timber. 

10th Wednesday. Wind S.Wt. a moderate Breeze Clear 
hot Sultry Weather The men employed as Yesterday. 

11th Thursday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday 
The men employed four squaring Timber Two men and 
Myself at the fishing Nets middling Success. 

12th Friday. Wind S.Et. Weather very hot and Sultry 
blowed up a great many holes upon our Lake The men 
employed six felling and sideing Timber, The home Indian 
and Myself getting wood to make Dogs Sled’s. 

13th Saturday. Wind variable Clear hot Sultry Weather 
The men employed as Yesterday. 

14th Sunday. Wind N.Et. a middling Stiff breeze Cloudy 
Weather In the Evening some small Hail fell Read Divine 
Bervice. 

15th Monday. Wind variable Cloudy hot Sultry Weather 
The Ice in the Lake weakning The men employed Two and 
Myself at the fishing Nets middling Success The rest sideing 
Timber The home Indian that is staying here kill’d 5 
Partridges. 

16th Tuesday. Wind N.Et. a middling Stiff breeze Cloudy 


we ais) 


November 


1779 


November 


22 SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


with a little Hail The men employed gatherg. the forementioned 
Timber togather. 

17th Wednesday. Wind S.E. a middling stiff breeze till 
noon than Calmed and cleared up The men employed four 
sideing Timber & Two Cutting firewood. 

18th Thursday. ind variable Cloudy Weather with misty 
rain and: Thawed very much that made the Ice in the Lake so 
very weak that we could not overhaul our Nets The men 
employed felling and sideing Timber, One and Myself getting 
wood for a Sled, The home Indian killed 6 Partridges. 

19th Friday. Wind S.Et. a moderate breeze very warm 
snowing Weather made our Lake all over glush The men 
employed about various Duty. 

20th Saturday. Wind N.Et. Cloudy warm Weather The 
men employed felling and sideing Timber The home Indian 
killed 7 Partridges. 

21st Sunday. Wind Northerly a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather with snow Read Divine Service The home 
Indian a hunting killed 7 Partridges. 

22nd Monday. Wind and Weather much the same but 
more severe Cold and drifting The men employed felling and 
sideing Timber The home Indian went across the Lake a 
hunting and saw several Deer persewed them but had not the 
Luck to kill any of them. 

23rd Tuesday. Nind and Weather still the same but much 
colder The men employed as Yesterday except one who I sent 
with the Indian across the Lake to see if they could not kill a 
Deer being that the day before we saw two Herds a walking 
on the other side Those I sent a hunting returned without 
seeing any thing. | 

24th Wednesday. Wind N.Wt. a stiff breeze Cloudy 
Weather with snow and Drift The men employed four sideing 
Timber and Two felling Ten peices, 4 a mile above the 
House. 

25th Thursday. Wind W.b.N. Weather much the same as 
Yesterday The men employed Sideing Timber Three and 
Myself at the Sturgeon Nets middling Success. 

26th Friday. Wind and Weather as before mentioned four 
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men employed Sideing Timber and two sawing them off to the 
Proper Lengths The home Indian killed four Partridges. 

27th Saturday. \Nind variable Weather cloudy and Cold 
The men employed four sideing Timber, Two and Myself at 
the Sturgeon Nets returned with very small Luck Two 
Rabbets and one Partridge from our home Indian. 

28th Sunday. Wind S.Wt. Weather sometimes Clear other 
times Cloudy Read Divine Service One Rabbet from our home 
Indian and 3 Partridges. 

29th Monday. Wind Westerly a middling breeze with 
small snow, The men employed three sideing Timber and 
three and Myself at the Sturgeon Nets middling success and 
set down another Net of which makes five Seven Partridges 
killed to Day The Saskachiwan River being Strong anough 
for a man to Cross. 

30th Tuesday. Wind S.Wt. a moderate breeze Cloudy 
Weather The men employed four as before mentioned and 
Two Cutting a little firewood killed 8 Partridges. 

1st Wednesday. Wind Southerly a moderate breeze 
sometimes Clear other times Cloudy This day the men finished 
what quantity of Timber I thought would be sufficient for to 
build a new Victualing Shed in the Spring, Three men at the 
Nets to day great Luck, 15 Partridges and one Deer. 

and Thursday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday 
The men employed Two men sideing a Net, Two Cutting 
firewood Myself and one man turning the foreparts of dogs 
Sled’s, One man and the Home Indian a Beaver hunting. 

3rd Friday. Wind N.Wt. Weather Clear and Sharp The 
men employed Shifting the Provisions Those sent a Beaver 
hunting Yesterday has returned with Two. 

4th Saturday. ‘Nind Northerly a moderate breeze Clear 
Weather The men employed four at the Nets middling 
Success The rest Cutting a little firewood. 

sth Sunday. \Nind and Weather as Yesterday Read Divine 
Service. 

6th Monday. Wind N.Et. Cloudy snowing Weather The 
men employed Three and Myself at the Nets very little Success 
The rest employed about various Duty. 
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“th Tuesday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday The men employed Carrying some dry Wood in 
that was laying down amongst the snow Sent one man with the 
home Indian a Beaver hunting. 

8th Wednesday. ‘Nind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday but Clear and Sharper The men employed four at 
the Nets very little Success, one and Myself getting wood for 
Sleds. 

oth Thursday. Wind Westerly clear and sharp The men 
employed Cutting Firewood &c. 

10th Friday. Wind W.b.S. Clear sharp Weather The men 
employed about various Duty. 

11th Saturday. Wind the same as Yesterday but Cloudy 
with a little Drissling snow The men employed four at the Nets 
middling Success Six nets down of Twenty-five fathoms Each 
In the Evening our Beaver hunters returned without any Luck. 

12th Sunday. WNind Northerly a middling Stiff breeze Clear 
and Sharp Read Divine Service. 

13th Monday. Wind Westerly a brisk breeze Clear and 
very sharp, The men employed four at the Nets a very good 
haul, and Two at odd Jobbs about the House. 

14th Tuesday. ‘Wind and Weather much the same The men 
employed Cutting firewood &c. 

15th Wednesday. Wind N.Wt. a very stiff gale sharp 
sareen! Weather, The men employed Carrying large Wood 
from the Pile to the saw Horse to be ready for Cutting In the 
Evening Two Indians arrived from below which informed me 
that the single Canoe that went to the Northward was resideing 
a little of the other side of the Goose Lake which is about Sixty 
Miles from Thus, and right in the Track of the North River 
Indians as they come to this House and almost into the heart 
of their Country.” 

1 Halliwell, Dictionary of Archaic and Provincial Words, \l, 722, “ Serene. 
The unwholesome air or damp of the evening. (Fr.).” 

2 B.239/a/78, York Factory Journal, August 4, 1780, Humphrey Marten’s 
‘Remarks and Observations on the Inland Journals.” “ Decr. the 15th a 
Canadian Canoe passes Cumberland House winters 60 Miles below it and 


there cuts off much of your Honors Trade, four English as they undersell 
the Canadians would have in part if not entirely prevented this loss.” 
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16th Thursday. Wind and Weather still the same as 
Yesterday The men employed four Cutting of Firewood and 
Two Yewing wood for two Shovels. 

17th friday. Wind the same as Yesterday, but the Weather 
moderate The men at the Nets middling Success but one of the 
Nets being frose to the Ice They could not haul it, which if 
Weather permits I shall have it cut out tomorrow. 

18th Saturday. Wind N.Et. Cloudy Weather The men 
employed four and Myself at the Nets, brought the Net home 
that was froze to the Ice very little damaged and overhaul’d 
the other five Caught 8 Sturgeon and Two small fish The rest 
Cutting firewood The Two Indians that arrived on Wednesday 
Last one of them 1s Ailing. 

19th Sunday. Wind N.Et. Cloudy snowing Drifting 
Weather Read Divine Service 7 Partridges from the home 
Indian and he informed me of a great many Deer tracks which 
I shall send him after tomorrow. 

20th Monday. Wind and Weather still the same The men 
employed four Cutting of firewood, and one man with the 
home Indian gone in persuit of those Deer mentioned 
Yesterday, But the wind being so Boisterous drifted up their 
Tracks. In the night they returned with 12 Partridges. 

21st Tuesday. Wind Easterly Cloudy Weather snowed very 
thick but the wind moderate The men employed four at the 
Nets middling Success Two men a hunting 7 Partridges and 
Two Rabbets Set the Net again taken up the 18th. 

22nd Wednesday. Wind W.b.S. Clear moderate Weather 
The men employed four Cutting of firewood and one man and 
the home Indian a hunting killed 13 Partridges. 

23rd Thursday. Wind N.Et. a moderate breeze Cloudy 
Weather The men employed Cutting firewood and Shoveling 
Snow. 

24th Friday. ‘Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday 
The men employed at the Nets The home Indian a Partridge 
hunting killed 14. 

25th Saturday. Wind N.Et. Cloudy with a little snow warm 
Weather Read Divine Service proper for the day. 

26th Sunday. Wind N.Et. The Weather still Cloudy and 
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Warm Read divine Service The home Indian killed 6 
Partridges. 

27th Monday. Wind Westerly weather still Cloudy till the 
Evening then Clear and Sharp The men overhauling the Nets 
middling Success 7 Partridges from the home Indian. » 

28th Tuesday. Wind S.Wt. a moderate breeze Clear sharp 
Weather The men carryed wood into the House, 3 Partridges 
to day. 

on Wednesday. Nind Easterly a fine Clear day The men 
employed cutting firewood The home Indian killed 7 
Partridges. 

30th Thursday. Wind variable moderate fine Clear Weather 
The men employed doing their necessaries within the House 
fitted the home Indian and those that arrived the 15th Ulto. 
to hunt Moose and Trap Martins &c. 

31st Friday. Wind N.Et. a middling stiff breeze Cloudy 
Weather with a little snow The men employed at the Nets very 
little Success. 


1st Saturday. ind Easterly a middling stiff breeze Clear 
and sharp The men employed about their own affairs indoors. 
At noon Isaac Batt and one home Indian arrived with a Packet 
from the upper Settlement. 


Copy of a letter from Mr. Willm. Tomison 


Hupson House December the 12th 1779 
Wiiuiam WALKER 
SIR 
As there has been several reports made to me that 
Cumberland House was Destroyed soon after my departure 
from it Obliges me to inquire after you. Isaac Batt having 
forgot some of his necessaries at Cumberland House He 
therefore beged the favour of me to grant him the Liberty to 
go this Journey and to be assisted by an Indian. 
I received a Letter the sth Instant from Mr. William 
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Holmes by one of the Canadian Traders which informed me of 1780 
Cumberland House being destroyed airly in the fall! by a party January 
of half home-guard Indians This I imagine They have made 
up amongst themselves to frighten Us as we are about 30 
miles above them Indeed what makes me think so, Mr. Holmes 
offered me half of his own House If I would come there which 
offer I refused by telling him that seperate Houses would be 
best for both Parties and not so liable to quarreling. Sir I 
hope to hear a good account from You and that the men has 
behaved well under your Command As to my part I never see 
better Servant in Hudson’s Bay then what is here at present 
nor better behaved men We have built a very good House of 
37 feet in Length, Wedth 27 The wall’s 9 feet high, with a 
roof of eight feet Pitch which makes the whole height from 
the Ridge Pole to the lower floor 17 Feet and well Stockaded 
round near Eighty feet square.? 

My trade at present upwards of 2000 made Beaver including 
what was sent down. It consists of whole and half parchment 
Beaver Wolves and small Foxes. I have no more than 9 Kegs 
of Brandy Remaining, Guns, and Kettles all gone indeed the 
trade will be lost for want of these Articles: Provisions here is 
but scarce and by all appearances will not be plenty this Year 
I have no more then about one months Provisions in the House, 
and that has been purchased at a very dear rate, The times are 
so Critical here that men cannot be sent with the Natives as 
usual for fear they should be killed before they return for which 
reason I am obliged to mentain the men at the House, which 
will cause a great Expence for Provisions: I conclude wishing 


Beep. 79. 
* B.239/a/78, York Factory Journal, August 4, 1780, Humphrey Marten’s 
“ Remarks and Observations on the Inland Journals.” ‘‘ Mr. Tomison in his 


Letter of Decr. 12th 1779, says Hudson House is 37 feet long, 27 wide, and 17 
high, a good stockade near 80 feet square to defend it, says the Trade will be 
lost for want of Brandy, Guns and Kettles. On my asking Mr. Tomison what 
number of Men would be required to supply that House with a sufficient 
quantity of Goods, He declared as did Longmore, that 20 Men might be 
employed to great benifit; for with the few men that were at it, and assisted in 
getting Goods and Stores to it; no less than 6160 made Beaver was traded 
there.” 
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Success to the Company’s affairs, Health and Happiness to 
You and all under your Command, and remain your well 
wisher and 
Humble Servant 

Wiiiam ToMIson 
P.S. If you receive a packet in the fall pray send up the men’s 
Letters, You are also to let Isaac Batt have some Duffle and 
place it to his Account and some Ammunition for his Journey 
Back 

Wari 


and Sunday. Wind Easterly Cloudy Weather with Drizzling 
snow Read Divine Service. 

3rd Monday. Wind Easterly Cloudy snowing drifting 
Weather stoped the men from going to the Nets They are 
employed cutting firewood and one man in the Tayloring 
Business. 

4th Tuesday. Wind variable sharp and Clear with a little 
Drift The men at the Nets very poor Luck fitted Isaac Batt 
out for his return to the upper Settlement. 


A copy of a letter sent to Mr. William Tomison} 


CuMBERLAND House fanry. the 4th 1780 
SIR, 
I received your kind Letter the rst Instant by the 
Bearer Isaac Batt, and one home Indian with the greatest Joy 
imaginable to hear of your well being and all under your 
Command; Those false informations It is only as they would 
have it to be was it in their Power I never will believe but they 
infuse a great many bad notions into the Natives minds, Altho. 
They seem to be fair and upright before faces. I do not say 
that they are all that way inclin’d but for the most part. 

Sir My Men is very good men and has never disobeyed my 
Commands. I have had middling Success in the fishing way 
have Caught 253 Sturgeon besides other small fish since your 
Embarkation. By a Tempest of wind I had the misfortune 
lose two of my Nets at the setting in of our Lake The 


1 Tomison’s copy of this letter is on p. 87. 
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U’Bas’qui’au Captn. and some others arrived after you 
Embarked with Geese and green moose flesh | gave them all 
the incouragent as I thought realy necessary and they seemed 
to be well satisfied, but they having so many houses to go to 
They like to be hear and there and every where They also did 
promise That they should return about the middle of the 
Winter if not sooner, but there is no belief in what an Indian 
says. If not for killing a Partridge now and then We should 
have had no refreshment of green flesh except one Deer which 
the Journal will Specify. I have not traded 20 made Beaver! 
since you embarked neither have I seen an Indians face since 
the Lake froze over Except two and they could hardly carry 
themselves. The Single Canoe larger than common that was 
to reside at the mouth of the Sturgeon River is about as far 
again and down withal right in the track of the grass River 
Indians. The Peices of Timber you mentioned in your 
former Packet I have collected as many as will be sufficiant for 
the purpose. 

Sir I hope you will excuse me if I have not done right in 
not sending up men with Goods &c. You did mention that 
such and such Articles would be needful which I took in 
Consideration by what the Bearer informed that you was 
making all the expedition you Could for to dispatch another 
Packet. 

I have nothing more to add but Conclude with my sincere 
Wishes, Success to the Company’s Affairs Wishing you every 
felicity and so remain, 

Your most Obedient & Humble Servant 
Wiiitiam WALKER 


gth Wednesday. \Nind N.Et. a middling stiff breeze Clear 
sharp Weather The men employed beating pounded meat This 
day Isaac Batt proceeded on his Journey back to the upper 


1 B.239/a/78, York Factory Journal, August 4, 1780, Humphrey Marten’s 
“ Remarks and Observations on the Inland Journals.” “* William Walker in a 
Letter to Mr. Tomison dated Jany. 4th says he had not Traded 20 made Beaver 
since Mr. Tomison embarked, how should he when a larger Canoe than ordinary 
enters the Grass River and cuts of the Trade that used to flow from that place, 
Six English might be employed to good account here.” 
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Settlement At noon arrived Two Canadians, one Indian 
Women and her boy to proceed to their upper Settlement They 
not having any Provisions & Their well known Sivility shown 
to Us on the like occasion granted me the favour to give them 
some little supply which the allowance Book! will specify. In 
the Evening arrived Two and the home Indian that I fitted 
out the 30th Ulto. with only one Beaver Skin & said they was 
starving for hunger. 

6th Thursday. Wind Westerly a moderate breeze Clear and 
sharp The men at the Nets small Luck, and one employed 
making a little Rabbet Hedging, The Two Canadians went 
away to proceed to the upper Settlement. 

oth Friday. “Wind variable Sharp Clear Weather The men 
employed cutting firewood fitted the home Indian and one 
man out to go and kill Rabbets. 

8th Saturday. Wind N.Wt. fine clear Weather The men at 
the Nets middling Success In the Evening arrived an Indian 
man and his family with a few Skins. 

gth Sunday. Wind N.Wt. a middling stiff breeze Clear 
sharp Weather Read Divine Service Traded with those that 
arrived Yesterday. 

10th Monday. Wind N.Wt. clear sharp Weather The men 
employed at the Nets middling Success and one man a hunting 
kill’d 3 Partridges Those that arrived on Saturday Pitched 
away and Those that was Tenting here before. 

11th Tuesday. Wind S.Wt. a middling stiff breeze Clear 
Weather The men employed Cutting firewood and one man 
a hunting kill’d 3 Partridges. 

12th Wednesday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday The men employed at the fishing Nets very little 
Success and one man a hunting kill’d 3 Partridges. 

13th Thursday. Wind S.Wt. a middling stiff breeze Clear 
Weather The men employed carrying in firewood to the saw 
Horse. 

14th Friday. Wind variable sometimes with a little snow 
other times Clear The men employed at the fishing Nets 
middling success and one man a hunting killed one Rabbet. 

1’'This book has not been traced in the Company’s archives. 
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15th Saturday. Wind S.Wt. Cloudy Weather and towards 
night snow, The men employed Cutting firewood, one man 
and myself a hunting kill’d 10 Partridges. 

16th Sunday. Wind N.Wt. a stiff gale Cloudy snowing 
Drifting Weather Read divine Service. 

17th Monday. Wind N.Wt. and Weather still the same but 
colder The men employed Cutting of firewood. 

18th Tuesday. Wind and Weather still the same as 
Yesterday Which stops Us to overhaul our fishing Nets The 
men employed Cutting of Firewood. 

19th Wednesday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather The men at the fishing Nets middling Success. 

20th Thursday. Wind Northerly very bad Weather Snowing 
Drifting and Cold The men employed doing their necessaries 
indoors. 

21st friday. Wind and Weather Just the same as Yesterday 
The men employed Twisting old rope Yarns to make Net 
Lines. 

22nd Saturday. Wind and Weather still the same as 
Yesterday no going to the Nets But in the Evening the wind 
and the Weather abated The men employed cutting a little 
firewood. 

23rd Sunday. Nind Westerly a middling stiff breeze 
Sometimes Cloudy othertimes Clear Read Divine Service for 
the day. 

24th Monday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday The men overhauling the Nets middling success 
Caught 5 Rabbets out of the Snares. 

25th Tuesday. Nind variable cloudy Weather In the 
Evening Snowed The men employed cutting firewood and 
shoveling snow four Rabbets from the Snares. 

26th Wednesday. ‘Wind Westerly a moderate breeze 
Sometimes Cloudy other times Clear The men employed 
Cutting firewood and shoveling Snow four Rabbets from the 
Snares and 10 Partridges Shot. 

27th Thursday. Wind variable moderate Weather 
Sometimes Cloudy othertimes Clear The men employed at the 
Nets middling Success. 
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28¢h Friday. Wind Northerly a middling breeze Weather 
as before The men employed cutting firewood and one man a 
hunting kill’d 3 Rabbets and 4 Partridges. 

29th Saturday. Wind variable fine moderate Weather 
Sometimes Clear other times Cloudy The men employed at the 
fishing Nets very little Success. 

30th Sunday. Wind variable Cloudy Weather Read Divine 
Service. 

31st Monday. Wind Westerly Cloudy Weather The men 
employed at the Nets very little Luck In the Evening arrived 
a few U’Basquio Indians with Sleds with a few Skins and a 
little Provisions I gave them a little Liquor as encouragement 
and they got Drunk. 

1st Tuesday. Wind Northerly moderate fine weather The 
men employed Cutting of firewood Shoveling snow, one man 
a hunting kill’d 2 Rabbets & two Netmending, Myself trading 
with those that arrived Yesterday. I sent a little present to one 
of our Leaders as he his our former guide to York Fort. At 
night arrived 3 frenchmen Starving which obliged them to 
come to reside at this Lake to see if they could uphold nature 
and to Catch a few fish Me having more than I realy thought 
I should be able to destroy while they was good I make bold 
to give them a little Supply of the same not to hurt myself till 
they should endeavour as soon as possible to provide for 
themselves If I have done amiss I hope my Superior’s will 
excuse me But indeed if they was to suffer it is no more then 
realy what some of them deserves for it is only greed that 
makes them undertake such proceedings to layway and Draw 
Indians by that they know should come here or should go to 
York Fort. One of the men that arrived has froze his foot very 
much which he will not be able to walk for some time My 
reason for so doing I always think my Honorable masters will 
never have it said but that the needful should be helped on 
such Occasion’s that is to preserve the body and uphold nature. 

and Wednesday. Wind Westerly Clear sharp Weather The 
men employed Cutting firewood Net mending and one man a 
hunting kill’d 3 Partridges and one Rabbet Those that arrived 
on Monday went away. 
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3rd Thursday. ‘Wind Westerly moderate Weather but a 
great deal of rime fallen The men employed at the fishing Nets 
very little Success. 

4th Friday. ‘Wind Westerly a moderate breeze Cloudy 
Weather The men employed Cutting firewood and one man 
a hunting kill’d one Rabbet. 

sth Saturday. \Nind Easterly & thick Cloudy weather The 
men employed at the fishing Nets very little from them and one 
man a hunting killed 2 Rabbets, At noon arrived one of the 
low Country Indians which informed me that the Ship! was not 
arrived at York Fort, and in the Evening arrived a few more 
from another tribe with a few Furrs and a little Victuals. 

6th Sunday. \Nind Westerly moderate Weather but Cloudy 
with a little snow; In the night arrived Two Bas’qui’au 
Indian’s with a few Skins: Those that arrived the rst Instant 
I obliged with a little Provisions until they gathered strength 
to undertake their Journey on return They being unfortunate 
on comeing here for Preservation, One of the men having 
froze one of his feet and another in Cutting his foot with a 
hatchet while here The latter was disabled so much that He 
could not return However these Accidents happening made 
me begin to think they was done for the purpose and they 
apposing upon Civility but their great Appetites made me 
determin’d they should stay no longer I fitted out Two of the 
most ablest with a little Provision’s that they might set out 
tomorrow, One of them still here not being able to undertake 
the Journey, but as soon as he recovers He shall beat is 
March as well as the rest I am determined they shall none of 
them tarry long here But it was very certain if I had not shown 
a little Civility in the way of nourishment They must have 
Perished I indeed gave them know encouragement to come 
this way for Succor. 


1'The King George sailed for York Fort in the spring of 1779 (A.6/12, fo. 139), 
but owing to exceptional ice conditions in Hudson Bay Captain Jonathan 
Fowler who, on August 31, 1779, remarked that he had “ never hear’d of such 
a Body of Ice, in this Latitude, at this Season of the Year before”, delivered 
his cargo at Prince of Wales’s Fort, Churchill River, and returned to London in 


ballast (C.1/383). 
c 
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1780 ath Monday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday The men 
February employed about necessary Duty Myself and one man trading 
with the Indians gave them a little encouragement and They 
seemingly well satisfied and some of them is a going away 
tomorrow Likewise Two of the Canadians aforementioned on 
the 6th went away for their own Settlement. 
8th Tuesday. Wind Easterly Cloudy with a little Snow The 
men employed at the Nets very little Success, Myself and one 
man trading with the Natives, and about noon the last of them 
went away I gave them all the encouragement | could. 
oth Wednesday. Wind N.Wt. a middling Stiff breeze 
Cloudy Weather with little snow The men employed Cutting 
firewood and doing other various Duties about the House In 
the Evening arrived Two Indians with very little with them. 
10th Thursday. Wind Westerly moderate Weather The 
men employed about various Duty about the House Myself 
traded those that arrived Yester night and they seemingly well 
pleased. 
11th Friday. Wind S.Et. a middling stiff breeze Cloudy 
Weather with a little messling snow Those that Traded 
Yesterday went away The men employed at the fishing Nets, 
middling Success. 
12th Saturday. Wind S.Et. moderate fine Weather The 
men employed cutting firewood and shoveling snow At noon 
arrived Mr. William Tomison accompanied by six Men.! 
13th Sunday. Wind W.N.Wt. a moderate breeze Clear 
Weather At noon arrived Two Indians with a few Skins and a 
little Provisions, Traded and went away in the Evening. 
14th Monday. Wind variable moderate fine Weather The 
men employed at the Nets Myself and William Walker taking 
a survey of the trading Goods &c. and found every thing to 
Answer the Accounts received from William Walker Also 
packed up a few Articles of trading Goods for Hudson’s 
House. 
1¢th Tuesday. Wind from South to S.Wt. moderate Clear 
Weather At noon Thawed very much The men employed 


1'Tomison had left Hudson House on January 30. See p. 87. He took 
over the journal from Walker on February 13. 
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about various Duty Two Rabbets to day fitted the men out for 
their Journey up to Hudson’s House. 

16th Wednesday. Nind Southerly hot Thawing fine Clear 
Weather The men employed at the Nets middling Success and 
one man a hunting killed 12 Partridges The Six men returned 
with 260 made Beaver in Trading Goods for Hudson House. 


A copy of a letter sent to Robt. Longmoor 


CumBERLAND Houss Febry. the 15th 17801 

RogBert LoncMoor 

SIR, 
After a Journey of fourteen days I arrived safe at 
Cumberland House, Where I found all well thank God for it. 
I have sent by the Bearers the following articles of Trading 
Goods Vizt. Brandy Gallons 374, Guns of 4 Foot Two, 34 
Foot two Hatchets middling 10, Small 14, Kettles of 2 
gallons No. 1, Weight 43 lbs. of 14 Ditto. 1, Weight 34 |b. 
Shot low India 28 Ibs. Knives Large Roach 24, and Kegs of 
2 Gallons Two; The Goods now sent with what I left at 
Hudson House amount 2266 made Beaver Which Goods you 
are to be very careful of the Expenditure thereof; the Brandy 
Especially, you will do well to preserve a little to procure 
Birchrind; Also against the Canoe Building as I am fully 
persuaded that is the only article that will forward any thing 
of that kind. I expect by your Vigilance and the Assistance of 
Magnus Twat that you will get Two or three Canoes built at 
the House. If you should have more Furrs then you can 
conveniently carry down, you will therefore do well to send off 
what spare men you may have, as soon as the River is Open 
with furrs and Provisions resting the same about half way down; 
only one Canoe which is to come here to inform me thereof, 
The rest returning to you as Expeditious as possible I have 
sent three Net Lines for the above purpose; You are to guard 
against the insults of the Canadians, as they are more to be 
dreaded than the Natives Mr. Holmes told Isaac Batt on his 
Journey to this Place that if he had any regard for himself he 
would keep in the plains for if the Natives should fall on them 
1 Longmoor’s copy of this letter is on p. 92. 
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as they did last year They should not a man of Us go past 
them alive; You may tell him from me that He must be a man 
of greater property and better principals before he can talk in 
that daring insulting manner against the Hudson’s Bay 
Company’s Servants, When they are not meddling with Him 
You may also tell him he need not think to frighten Us with 
his daring Language for Scotchmen can kill as well as Irishmen 
can. I conclude wishing Success to the Company’s Affairs, 
health, and Happiness to you and all under your Command 

& remain your most Humble Servant 

WiLi1AmM Tomison 

PS; Please to intorm sage (Bath acss 
greatly against my orders he should have any Correspondance 
with the Canadians upon any Account Whatever. 


17th Thursday. Wind Northerly In the morning snow But 
at Noon cleared and was fine Weather The men employed 
about various Duty. 

18th Friday. ind Easterly a stiff gale drifting Weather 
The men employed Cutting firewood and one man at some 
Rabbet snares killed one. 

19th Saturday. ‘Nind variable part Cloudy with snow and 
part Clear The men employed at the Nets middling Success. 

20th Sunday. Wind S.Wt. moderate fine Clear Weather 
Read Divine Service. 

21st Monday. Wind Easterly, in the morning Drifting But 
at noon Clear and moderate The men employed at the fishing 
Nets middling Success & one man Net making. 

22nd Tuesday. WWind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday but rather more Drift The men employed Cutting 
firewood and one man a hunting kill’d one Rabbet and Two 
Partridges. 

23rd Wednesday. ‘Wind and Weather as before The men 
employed cutting firewood and doing other necessary Duty 
within Door’s. 

24th Thursday. Little wind variable with Clear warm 
Weather, and Thawed pretty much towards noon The men 
employed as Yesterday; fitted out William Walker James 
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Banks, and James Leask to go and Tent besides the 
Cannadians that is residing a little way on this side the 
Cranberry carrying place in the North River Track, to Intercept 
the Indians from Trading with them, as They are prevented 
from Coming to this Place, as also from every where Else. 

25th Friday. Wind variable from Wt. to S.Et. Weather 
for the most part Cloudy with a little snow at times William 
Walker proceeded on his Journey Assisted by James Banks, 
James Leask, and Magnus Sclator the Latter who is to return 
When they get the place appointed, The cannadian also went 
away that has been here since the begining of this month Sent 
three men to the Nets set one that was lately repaired and 
brought home 6 Sturgeon from the others. 

26th Saturday. Nind S.Wt. a fresh breeze Weather Clear 
and ‘’hawed much The men Cutting firewood. 

27th Sunday. Nind South a small Breeze Weather as 
Yesterday, Thawed so much to day that the Water is Standing 
in ponds in the Yard. 

28th Monday. Wind Westerly a stiff gale Weather Clear 
with a continual Thaw Sent the men to the Nets four Sturgeon 
to Day. 

29th Tuesday. little Wind Northerly Weather Clear but 
not so warm as it has been for some days past The people 
employed Cutting firewood; At noon Wm. Walker and the 
men sent with him return’d without being able to perform 
their Journey by reason of the River and great part of the 
Lake having broken up with the late warm Weather. 

1st Wednesday. \Nind variable Weather for the most part 
Cloudy with a little Rain at times; The men employed making 
lines for Nets & repairing a small one. 

2nd Thursday. Nind variable from N.Wt. to the S.Et. 
light breezes with warm Thawing Weather. The men 
employed cutting firewood and attending the Nets four 
Sturgeon to day, also brought home two Nets one to be 
repaired but the other I have Condemned it being wore 
out. 

3rd Friday, Wind South a small breeze Weather part 
Cloudy, part Clear with a Continual Thaw The People 
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employed one man repairing a net The rest Carrying Snow 
out of the Yard. 

4th Saturday. Wind W.S.Wt. a stiff breeze Weather as 
Yesterday till the Evening afterwards blowed a strong gale 
from the N.Wt. with snow the people employed, three men 
Carrying snow out of the Yard Sent the rest to the Nets, set 
one and brought another home to be repaired, Two Sturgeon 
to day They inform me They could Scarcely Overhale the Nets 
for Water that overflowed out of the holes. 

sth Sunday. Nind Northerly a stiff gale Weather Cloudy 
with snow and Drift: Read Divine Service for the Day. 

6th Monday. Wind variable in the North quarter with 
Clear and Sharp Weather: The men employed Two Cutting 
firewood Three Carrying snow out of the Yard, and one 
repairing a Net. 

“th Tuesday. ‘Nind Westerly a small breeze Weather as 
Yesterday, The People employed one man a hunting killed 12 
Partridges Sent the rest to the Nets, four Sturgeon and three 
small Fish to day. 

8th Wednesday. ‘Nind S.Et. a stiff breeze Weather Clear 
till the Evening afterwards Cloudy with snow The men 
employed Cutting firewood; In the Evening three Indians 
arrived from the U’Basquea Leader for a Supply of 
Ammunition and Tobacco. 

oth Thursday. Wind Easterly a fresh gale Weather Cloudy 
The People employed, Two men a hunting, The rest Cutt 
firewood, and did other odd Jobbs within doors, Twelve 
Partridges to day, Traded with the Indians that arrived 
Yesterday, and sent a present by them to the Leader and his 
Brother, also to some others that are Tenting with them. 

10th Friday. Wind as Yesterday Weather Cloudy with a 
Drizzling snow most part of the day, One man Netmaking, The 
rest making Lines for Ditto, The Indians returned to their Tent. 

11th Saturday. Wind N.Wt. a fresh breeze with thick 
rimey Weather The men employed as Yesterday. 

12th Sunday. Wind Easterly a fresh gale with Cloudy 
Drifting Weather; In the Evening Two Indians arrived from 
the Northward, with a few Furrs and a little Provisions. 
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13th Monday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday; The men employed as on Saturday, Traded with 
the Indians that came Yesterday and gave them some 
encouragement, as they have come a long way; In the Evening 
two families arrived from below with Provisions and a trifle of 
Furrs part of which they traded, and got Drunk. 

14th Tuesday. Wind S.Et. a small Breeze with Cloudy 
warm Weather, One man employed within doors, Sent the 
rest to the Nets verry little Success, Traded with the Natives 
that arrived Yesterday, and gave them all the encouragement 
I realy thought necessary to return with Canoes to Assist in 
Carrying down Furrs to York Fort. 

15th Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday Weather part Cloudy, 
part Clear, and Thawed a little at Noon Sent three men away 
with the Indians that arrived the 13th Instant to bring Moose 
flesh that they left at their Tent, The rest Cutt firewood, and 
did other domestic Duty, Those that came here the 12th also 
went away. 

16th Thursday. Wind variable Weather as Yesterday At 
noon the men returned that went for meat Yesterday brought 
200 lbs. Moose flesh, the other men employed cutting firewood ; 
Traded with two Indians that arrived in the Night from the 
Sturgeon River above, They went off again in the Evening, 
They have brought 40 made Beaver, in beaver, and Martens 
I have sent by them a present of Brandy and Tobacco to a 
Leader that is Tenting with them as encouragement to build 
a Canoe. 

17th Friday. Wind N.Wt. a stiff gale with drift in the 
forenoon, Afterwards Clear calm Weather The People 
employed, Three men Cutting firewood, Sent the rest to the 
Nets, At noon returned with three Sturgeon. 

18th Saturday. Nind Southerly a stiff gale with Clear warm 
Weather, The men employed Carrying some Timber pieces 
out to the Bank side, to be hauled home on small Sleds. 

19th Sunday. Wind N.Wt. a fresh breeze Weather Clear, 
and Thawed a little at Noon. 

20th Monday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, The people employed hauling home some Timber 
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1780 pieces and felling a few more, In the Evening Two Indians 
March arrived, from above They have brought 15 made Beaver, in 

Beaver, and Martens 13 of which they have Traded for 
Brandy. 

21st Tuesday. Little wind variable with Clear sharp Weather 
Three men cutting firewood, Sent the rest to the Nets very 
little Success. 

22nd Wednesday. ‘Wind and Weather as Yesterday The 
men employed hewing Timber pieces, In the Evening I'wo 
Indians arrived from the U’Basquea Leader with a trifle of 
Furrs to. Trade: 

23rd Thursday. Little wind Northerly weather Clear with a 
sharp Air; Sent William Walker and Two men to the Nets 
but returned without Success The rest Cutt firewood, The 
Two Indians went away that came Yesterday. 

24th Friday. Wind S.Wt. a fresh breeze Weather as 
Yesterday, The men employed as on Wednesday. 

25th Saturday. Wind variable from South to N.Wt. first 
part Cloudy with Snow latter part clear sharp Weather The 
men employed cutting firewood and doing other necessary 
Duty. 

foe Sunday. ‘Nind N.Wt. a stiff breeze with Clear sharp 
Weather Read Divine Service proper for the day. 

27th Monday. Wind variable from S.Wt. to Wt. a fresh 
gale with cold freezing Weather; The people employed at 
the Nets, and doing other necessary Duty, four Sturgeon to 
day. 

28th Tuesday. Wind Westerly Weather as Yesterday The 
men employed hauling home some Timber pieces. 

29th Wednesday. Wind variable in the North quarter 
Weather part Cloudy, part Clear with a fresh gale towards 
Evening; The men employed about various Duty In the 
Evening Two Indians arrived from the Sturgeon River above 
with a few Furrs to Trade. 

30th Thursday. Wind Westerly a small breeze with Clear 
sharp Weather, The men employed at the Nets, and Cutting 
firewood, Traded with the Indians and they went away, Iwo 
Sturgeon to day. 


MARCH 31 TO APRIL 10, 1780 41 


31st Friday. Wind S.Et. a fresh gale with clear warm 
Weather; T'wo men felling wood for building a Shade to put 
Canoes in to keep them from the Weather The rest hewing 
Timber pieces. 

Ist Saturday. Wind as Yesterday with Cloudy Weather; 
Three men Cutt firewood, The rest employed as Yesterday, 
In the Evening Two Indians arrived from the Westward with 
a few Furrs to Trade, Also brought 40 lbs. green Deers flesh. 

2nd Sunday. WNind as before with Cloudy thawing Weather 
Traded with the Indians that came Yesterday and made them a 
present as Usual, Also sent by them to others, some Brandy & 
Tobacco to induce them to come here when the Lakes are open 
with Canoes In the Evening four Indians arrived from the 
Sturgeon River above with Furrs to Trade. 

3rd Monday. ind Easterly Weather as Yesterday The 
men employed about various Duty, Traded with the Indians, 
and they went away, as also those that arrived the first Instant, 
Three Sturgeon from the Nets. 

4th Tuesday. ‘Nind and Weather as Yesterday, The men 
employed hauling in Timber Pieces. 

5th Wednesday. Little Wind in the S.Et. quarter Weather 
Clear, and Thawed much, The men employed as Yesterday, 
Two Indians arrived from below with a trifle of Furrs to Trade 
Ammunition. 

6th Thursday. ‘Wind and Weather as Yesterday; Sent three 
men to the Nets, brought one home, which is worn out, The 
rest employed about various Duty Two Sturgeon and one 
Ne’ma’cous from the Nets, The Indians went away that came 
Yesterday. 

7th Friday. little wind variable with Clear pleasant 
Weather, One man Net making, The rest employed about odd 

obbs. 
: 8th Saturday. Wind S.Et. a fresh gale Weather part 
Cloudy, part Clear and Thawed much, Sent three men to the 
Nets very little Success The rest employed within Doors. 

gth Sunday. Wind Easterly a strong gale, Weather for the 
most part Cloudy with a Continual Thaw. 

10th Monday. Wind S.Et. Weather as Yesterday with Snow 
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1780 till noon Afterwards variable with rain at times The men 
April employed within doors Swans seen to Day. 

11th Tuesday. Wind S.Wt. a Stiff breeze with Clear 
Weather, The men employed, one man Net-making Sent the 
rest to geather Pitch Several Swans seen to day, and much 
Water on the Lake. 

12th Wednesday. Wind N.N.Wt. a small breeze with Clear 
Weather, The People employed, One man Net making Two 
men getting Pitch, Sent the rest to The Nets, Seven Sturgeon 
to day a Goose seen. 

13th Thursday. Wind Easterly a fresh gale Weather as 
Yesterday, Sent four men to gather Pitch The rest employed 
about necessary Duty within doors. 

14th Friday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday till the 
Evening, afterwards Calm, At noon the men returned that I 
sent for Pitch Yesterday, They overhauled the Nets and brought 
seven Sturgeon, One man making a Net one man doing odd 
Jobbs about the House. 

1 sth Saturday. Calm, Clear pleasent Weather, The men 
employed gathering pitch, and net making a great many swan’s 
and Geese seen to Day, also several Ducks, The river broke up 
in places. 

16th Sunday. Wind variable light breezes with Clear warm 
Weather, Saskachewan River breaking up. 

17th Monday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, The People 
employed, one man Net making, Two men a hunting Sent the 
men to Take up the Nets, five Sturgeon to day, also 5 Ducks 
from the Hunters. 

18th Tuesday. Wind variable from N.Wt. to East Weather 
Clear, and blow’d a stiff gale towards Evening One man Net 
making Two mena hunting but returned without Success, The 
rest clearing away the rubbish from within the Works, Ice 
still driving in the River Saskachewan, and a rise of Water in 
the lake: 

19th Wednesday. Wind Easterly a fresh breeze Weather 
Cloudy with Rain most part of the day The men employed 
about necessary Jobbs within Doors, The Water still continues 
rising in the Lake. 
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20th Thursday. Little wind variable in the North quarter, 1780 
Weather part Cloudy, part Clear, The people employed, Two April 
men repairing Nets, Three men empting the Water out of 
the Scellar, Sent the rest a hunting but returned without 
Success by reason of the Marshes being all overflowed by the 
Deluge. 

21st Friday. Wind Southerly a small Breeze Weather as 
Yesterday, One mana Net-making, Three men employed about 
various Duty, Myself with the rest fitting up an old Canoe for 
hunting with; The river full of Ice, and Stopt. 

22nd Saturday. Wind E.S.Et. a stiff gale with Clear 
Weather four men a hunting, The rest employed about the 
House, Two Geese, and Two Ducks from the hunters, The 
Deluge is not been so high for some years, as it is at present. 

23rd Sunday. Wind in the East quarter, a fresh gale with 
Cold raw Cloudy Weather. 

24th Monday. Little wind Northerly with a thick Fogg till 
noon afterwards Clear, and Calm, The men employed making 
a Net, and doing other trifling Duty without and within Doors; 
a very heavy rain last Night attended with Thunder & 
Lightning, The river Ice mostly gone and the Water fallen 
greatly. 

25th Tuesday. Wind variable light breezes with very warm 
Weather; Sent two men with a Canoe to hunt Geese in the 
River, One man a Net making, The rest employed Digging 
part of the Garden ground, fitted up another Canoe for hunting 
with, The Ice on the lake greatly broken in places. 

26th Wednesday. Wind S.Et. a stiff breeze Weather part 
Cloudy, part Clear. Sent two men away to the River in a 
Canoe to hunt Geese One man a Net making, The other two 
with Myself, at work in the Garden. 

27th Thursday. Wind & Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, The men employed about various Duty, in the 
Evening James Banks and James Lisk returned from hunting 
brought fourteen Geese and 3 Ducks, They inform me that 
they see a good many Geese, but could not get nigh anough to 
shoot them sitting, The Deluge having Shifted the best Places 
for that purpose. 
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28th Friday. Wind and Weather the same till noon 
afterwards blowed a strong gale, One man a Net making the 
other two employed in the Garden; gave the hunters 
Ammunition, and sent them offagain, The Lake broke up along 
shore. 

29th Saturday. ‘Nind variable in the East quarter. Thick 
Cloudy Weather, with rain all Day, At noon William Walker, 
and James Spence return’d from hunting brought fourteen 
Geese & eight Ducks, The Ice about a mile distance off 
Shore. 

30th Sunday. Little wind Northerly with Thick foggy 
Weather, In the Evening James Banks and James Lisk Came 
from hunting, Brought eight Geese & four Ducks. 

1st Monday. Wind variable from N.Wt. to East a small 
Breeze with clear fine Weather, Sent four men a hunting 
The rest employed about trifling Duty, without and within 
doors. 

and Tuesday. Wind S.Et. a stiff breeze with Clear Weather 
One man lining a Net The other two with myself shifting the 
Provisions Misketoes very troublesome. 

3rd Wednesday. Nind variable light Breezes with very 
warm Weather, One man lining Nets The other two employed 
about necessary duty, In the Evening four men sent a hunting 
the first Instant return’d, brought fifty Geese and 3 Ducks, also 
an Indian with his family arrived from the Sturgeon River 
above, He paid his Debt Traded a little Liquor, and got 
Drunk. 

4th Thursday. Wind S.Wt. a small Breeze till noon 
afterwards Cloudy Calm Weather, Magnus Sclator still lining 
Nets; The rest employed building a temporary place for 
Canoes to shed them from the sun, At noon one Indian man 
with his family arrived from the Westward of the Lake, 
brought 50 made Beaver in furrs, and some dried Provisions, 
part of which They traded and got Drunk. 

sth Friday. Wind N.Wt. a fresh breeze Weather part 
Cloudy, part Clear. The men employed as Yesterday 
The Lake Ice all drove from the Northward upon this 
Shore. 
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6th Saturday. Wind S.Wt. a stiff breeze at times, Weather 
as Yesterday The men employed, about various Duty. 
___ 7th Sunday. WNind Northerly light Breezes with very warm 

Weather, Read Divine Service, The Ice drove a good way off 
Shore. 

8th Monday. Wind N.W. a small Breeze, Weather as 
Yesterday, The men employed at the press packt. 24 Bundles 
of Furrs. 

gth Tuesday. Wind Easterly a stiff breeze with Clear 
Weather, The men employed as Yesterday Packed 16 Bundles 
of Furrs, At noon four young Indians arrived from those that 
have build Canoes at the Sturgeon River above; They have 
come for Tobacco, Powder, Vermilion &c. which I gave them, 
and they went off again immediately a few Geese and some 
Beaver flesh from Indians. 

10th Wednesday. ‘Nind and Weather as Yesterday Sent 
James Banks and James Lisk to hunt Geese, The rest 
employed about necessary Duty within doors, At noon The 
Indians arrived mentioned Yesterday 24 Canoes! in Number, 
besides four large ones for trade according to promise last 
Autumn, Several of those now arrived has brought nothing 
at all, They having come lately from the Canadian Settlement, 
the others paid their Debts, Traded some Liquor, and got 
Drunk. 

11th Thursday. Wind S.Et. a Small Breeze; Weather 
Cloudy with Rain at times, The men employed as Yesterday, 
except William Walker and James Spence whom I have Sent 
in Search of an Indian Woman which went off in the night with 
a Beaver Coat I had lent her; At noon two Canoes arrived 
from the U’Basquea Leader with what furrs he, and the others 
had Collected amongst them, This he has done according to 
promise for fear the Canadians should forse him to Trade with 

1B.239/a/78, York Factory Journal, August 4, 1780, Humphrey Marten’s 
“Remarks and Observations on the Inland Journals.” ‘“‘ May the roth: 24 
Canoes arrived at Cumberland House many without Furs having traded with 
the Canadians. Supposing each Canoe originally to have had no more than 60 
made Beaver (which is a very moderate calculation) amounts to 1440 made 


Beaver, could 4 or 6 Men have tented with these Indians the Major part of the 
Furs would have been brought to your Honors lower House.” 
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1780 them,! or take the furrs from him by forse, and pay him as they 
May pleased; I find by those that arrived yesterday, Your honor’s 
have lost two Bea[ver] Coats, which I sent to an Indian man and 
his Wife in the Winter marked with your Honour’s mark, and 
at the same time informing the Canadian Traders thereof not 
to trade the said Coats, as they belonged to your Honor’; 
This I think is not consistant with the English Law’s, as I can 
deem it nothing but plain robbery; It has been an old Custom 
with whomsoever have been factors for your Honours to lend 
Coats to natives when distressed with Cold, This is the Second 
time Those Villian’s have served Your Honours in this 
manner. 
12th Friday. Wind variable from S.Et. to West a stiff 
breeze weather Cloudy with a little rain at times; At noon 
James Banks, and James Lisk return’d from hunting very little 
Success no Geese flying, in the the Evening William Walker & 
James Spence Arrived brought 20 Tickameg from the fishing 
wire, also the Beaver Coat from the Indian, he informs me that 
Holmes with a number of his Men is staying there killing 
fish, and Pangman with the rest is down at U’Basquea, The 
Indians still trading a few Skins for Brandy, The Two Canoes 
-that arrived Yesterday went away, I have sent by them for the 
U’Basquea Leader, Brandy two Gallons, some Ammunition, 
and ‘Two lbs. Tobacco. 
13th Saturday. ‘Nind Westerly weather Clear with a Stiff 
gale till the Evening, afterward Calm, The men employed at the 
press packt Eleven Bundles of Furrs; In the evening 
Wappee’naw’sew formerly a Leader at York Fort arrived 
accompanied by Seven Canoes five of which have brought little 
or nothing, the other three middling well gooded, I find by 
these that the low Country Indian, who went from here the roth 
of January Last has been murder’d, but cannot out which of 
the two he went away with, has done the Deed. 
14th Sunday. Wind S.Et. a fresh gale with warm Cloudy 


1 B.239/a/78, York Factory Journal, August 4, 1780, Humphrey Marten’s 
““ Remarks and Observations on the Inland Journals.” ‘‘ May the 13th [sic] the 
Canadians Force the Indians to Trade with them. This they would not dare 
to do were your Servants Inland half as numerous as the Canadians are.” 
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weather, The Indians that came Yesterday Still trading a few 
Skins for Liquor, a little green Moose Flesh from Indians. 

15th Monday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday with a 
little rain, In the Evening gave several of the Indians 
Ammunition and sent them off to hunt for their families, as we 
depend greatly on their assisting in Carrying Down Furrs to 
York Fort. At seven oClock in the Evening one Canoe 
arrived for Tobacco, These have accompanied Mr. Longmoor 
from above I gave them Tobacco, and Powder to Salute the 
House, and they went off again. 

16th Tuesday. Wind variable in the South quarter a small 
Breeze weather Cloudy with rain at times; At six oClock in 
the forenoon our People arrived from Hudson House 
accompanied by fourteen Canoes of Indians these have brought 
furrs to Trade; the total amount of Furrs Received from 
Hudson House 6160 made Beaver, and 900 lbs. of Pimmeecon 
in return for 44104 Beaver in trading Goods; Mr. Longmoor 
has built one large Canoe, and one middling Size, also eight 
more built by Indians which I have traded here there is plenty 
of Canoes but no men to man them The Indians trading 
Liquor, and several of them very Drunk. 

17th Wednesday. Wind W.S.Wt. a fresh gale with Clear 
Weather; The men employed drying the Wet Furrs, and doing 
odd Jobbs within Doors, Myself buisy trading with the Indians, 
and several of them went away, Received from an Indian man 
five Geese, and one Small Beaver. 

18th Thursday. Wind variable Light Breezes with very 
warm Weather; The men employed at the Press Packed 30 
Bundles of Furrs; Several of the Indians went away that 
Accompanied our People Down Saskachiwan River Sent three 
men away to hunt Geese, and kill Fish. 

19th Friday. Wind Easterly a strong Gale with rainey 
Weather, no working without Doors; The Taylor making 
Cloathing for the men, The employed about odd Jobbs 
indoors; It blow’d so hard in the forenoon that Several of the 
Indians had there Canoes broke on the Plantation. 

20th Saturday. Wind E.N.Et. a stiff gale weather part 

1 Longmoor and his men had left Hudson House on May g. See p. tor. 
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1780 Cloudy, part Clear, The People employed, Carpenter making 
May Wedges, and Mallets for the Press Nicholas Wishart, and 
Malchom Ross making Cloathing for the men, The rest 
employed at the Press packed 40 Bundles of Furrs. 
21st Sunday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday Packed 40 
Bundles of Furrs; In the Evening the fishermen return’d, 
brought 80 Tickameg, and four Pike, They inform me there is 
no Geese to be got, also that the Fish 1s not very plentiful. 
22nd Monday. Wind South a strong Gale with Clear 
Weather, Sent the Fishermen away again, one man out of order 
The rest employed at the Press, Packed 54 Bundles of Furrs. 
23rd Tuesday. Wind as Yesterday, light breezes with very 
warm Weather, The men employed at the Press Packed 17 
Bundles of Furrs, In the Evening our fishermen returned 
brought 200 Tickameg which made two Days for all Hands; 
The Canadian Canoe that has Wintered in the North river 
Track arrived here with 14 Packs of Furrs, which Goods I have 
Stopped here until Satisfaction is made; For the Beaver Coats 
that has been carried off by Holmes and Pangman with your 
Honours Mark on them, The U’Basquia Captain also arrived 
accompanied by five Canoes of the said Tribe, but have brought 
little or nothing with them; Their furrs having been sent here 
before He has brought one middle Sized Canoe for Trade.* 
24th Wednesday. Nind variable from S.Wt. to N.Wt. a 
Stiff breeze with a little rain at times, Sent three men down to 
the Wire for Fish, The rest employed about various Duty, 
Except Magnus Twat who is still ailing, The Canadian Trader 
beged very hard to let him have his Packs again, but I still 
persist in my intergrity of detaining them still Satisfaction is 
made for the aforemention’d Beaver Coats, for which reason He 


1B.239/a/78, York Factory Journal, August 4, 1780, Humphrey Marten’s 
“ Remarks and Observations on the Inland Journals.” ‘‘ May the 23rd The 
Canoe that wintered below Cumberland House in the North River Track arrives 
at Cumberland House with 14 Packs. The Furrs caught by the North River 
Indians being of the lighter kind 70 made Beaver is a very moderate calculation 
for each bundle of go Ibs. weight, the amount of Furs cut off by this Canoe 
consequently is g80 made Beaver I will not presume to say whether the gain on 
g80 made Beaver would have defray’d the expence of sending six Men to have 
prevented that loss.” 
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dispatched his Canoe with five men after Holmes and Pangman, 
Received two moose from Indian Hunters, also three small 
Beaver, paid Indians to carry furrs Down to York Fort. 

25th Thursday. Wind N.Wt. a strong gale Weather 
Cloudy with flying Showers; paid some more Indians to Carry 
down furrs, but not weather for them to Proceed, The men 
employed about odd Jobbs within Doors Magnus Twat as 
before. 

26th Friday. Wind Northerly with a stiff breeze till noon 
afterwards calm Weather; At Six this morning eight Canoes 
arrived from Warr tolerable well gooded, but none of them 
will consent to carry their Furrs down to York Fort, by reason 
of their families being left far off, they say that they have been 
Six weeks on their Passage here, The Furrs they have brought 
Consists Cheifly of Beaver and Martins, Part of which they 
traded, and got Drunk. 

27th Saturday. ‘Wind S.Et. a Small Breeze Weather Cloudy 
with a little rain at times, The men employed attending the 
Gates, and doing other necessary Duty within Doors. At noon 
our fishermen arrived for Good no fish to be caught by reason 
of a great rise of Water which has broken down the Wire. 
Mr. Small! rather then go down without his Packs, He agreed 
to give three Coats in return, for those that has been Carried 
off by Holmes & Pangman, after which I delivered him his 
Packs, and He embarked; Traded with some of the Indians 
that came Yesterday. 

28th Sunday. \Nind Northerly a Strong gale with Cloudy 
rainey weather, Traded with some of the Indians that arrived 
on Friday last, The badness of the Weather prevents me from 
sending Indians off with furrs for York Fort. 

29th Monday. Wind variable weather as Yesterday till noon 
afterwards moderate; The men employed about necessarys 
within Doors, In the Evening fitted out five men for their 
Journey down to York Fort. 


1 Presumably Patrick Small, who became a partner in the North West 
Company. For biographies see W. S. Wallace (ed.), Documents Relating to the 
North West Company (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1934), pp. 498-9, and 
Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 330. 
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30th Tuesday. Wind variable with Clear moderate Weather, 
Sent off 13 Canoes of English and Indians with 63 Bundles of 
Furrs Under the Care of Mr. Longmoor and four men Vizt. 
James Spence Senr. James Wass Edward Wishart, and Henry 
Burney; The Carpenter repairing the Gates, Charles Isham 
lame of a sore hand, The rest employed about various Duty, 
finish’d Trading with the Indians that arrived on Friday last, 
and gave them all the encouragement I could to come again 
another Year. 


A copy of a letter sent to Mr. Humphy. Marten 


CuMBERLAND House May 29th 1780 

Kinp Sir, ' 

After a long and tedious Journey of 45 Days we 
arrived at Cumberland House, with the Goods all safe, and in 
good Condition, a little Brandy Tobacco and Ammunition 
Excepted, which was Expended on the road in purchasing 
Provisions, and gave to Indians as incouragement to behave 
well; Several of those that came up the middle Track arrived 
before us, but four Canoes having lost their way did not arrive 
till Ten days after, which time we was detained from going up 
the River Saskachiwan till their Arrival; The Goods was in as 
good Condition as could be expected Considering the Weather 
that had been lately. 

The flesh Indian Miss’nee-kis’och and some others, who 
Mr. Longmoor through his great persuadings built eight 
Canoes for Trade, also small Canoes for themselves to assist 
him Down with furrs from Hudson House. The Trade of 
both places amount to upwards of gooo made Beaver a 
great part of which will not be got Down this Year for want 
of Men to man the Canoes, and what Indians do Consent to go 
down, I am under the greatest obligations immaginable by 
being obliged to give them what they ask for, if any thing is 
denied them, They tell us they will not go down, and those that 
are more villianous then the rest, make no Scruple to offer to 
Shoot me through the Stockades, This I would have the 
Company Consider, as a mark of their Honours neglect of not 
sending men to do the Business without being so much 
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obliged to these Indians. I am concious to myself that I do 
my indeavours, as also every man here, as far as our Judgement 
leads us, To use the Natives well and to keep them to that 
regular subjection that they have been under at your Honour’s 
lower Settlements but I find it is impossible so to do, They 
being so much corrupted by the Canadians that trade in these 
parts. Sir in this party 13 Canoes English, and Indians by 
whom I have sent 63 Bundles of Furrs under the Care of four 
Englishmen Vizt. Mr. Robert Longmoor, Edward Wishard, 
James Wass, Henery Burney and James Spence Senior! They 
are to proceed down the middle Track, I have also sent, 
inclosed the account of Furrs now sent, as also the Indent of 
Trading Goods, which you will please to lessen or enlarge 
according to the Conveyance. 

The Canadian Canoe that has wintered in the North river 
Track arrived here a few days ago, with fourteen Packs of 
Furrs, which Goods I stopped untill Satisfaction where made 
me for three Beaver Coats, that Holmes, and Pangman has 
carried off belonging to their Honour’s, which I had lent to 
Indians in the Winter, and at the time informing them not to 
trade the said Coats, as they was marked with the Company’s 
Mark; They stay’d here three days, and beged hard to let 
them have their furrs, but I would not untill Satisfaction was 
made, He afterwards paid me the full value which was 18 
Skins, I delivered them their furrs, and they embarked May 
the 27th. I conclude wishing Success to the Company’s 
Affairs, Health, and Happiness to you and all under your 
Command So I remain 

Your Most Obedient & Humble Servant, 
P.S. Mr. Longmoor will inform you of the behaviour of 
these Indians, My best Compliments to the Gentlemen of your 

1 B.239/a/78, York Fort Journal, June 28, 1780, “... At 11 AM Robert 
Longmore, James Wass, James Spence Senr., Henry Burney, and Edward 
Wishart, with a party of Indians in all 13 Canoes in which were 2 Captains 
5 Leiutenants and 2 Young Men arrived, on examining Robert Longmore why 
so many Leading Indians were employed to bring down the furrs, he replyd 
that no others could be got, and that it was with much difficulty those could be 


persuaded to come with him; the Expences arising on this account is 
immense...’’, 
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Mess. All the Indians now Sent are paid 3 Beaver for each 
Bundle according to their agreement. 
Wak, 


31st Wednesday. Little wind Southerly with Clear warm 
Weather; Charles Isham, still lame of his hand Magnus Twatt, 
Cleaning the Small armes, The rest employed at the Press, 
packed 21 Bundles of Furrs, The Indians that arrived on the 
26th Instant went away also several others, I sent off four 
Canoes, with 16 Bundles of Furrs for York Fort. These 
propose to Hunt in the’ Cedar Lake, as they have got no 
Provisions, and wait for us, In the Evening one of the Indian 
Canoes that went away Yesterday return’d Under a Sham 
Complaint of being Sick This Rogue has Deceived me once 
before, for which reason I have taken his Canoe from him 
untill he makes Satisfaction, or Consent to go Down, as I find 
there is nothing the matter with him but Leasiness. 

1st Thursday. Wind S.Wt.a fresh gale with Clear Weather; 
Sent off the U Basquia Leader and eight Canoes more by these 
I have sent 39 Bundles of Furrs Yort [sic] under the Care of 
Robert Davey and Isaac Batt; These are going to hunt on the 
Road as they have no Provisions to carry them Down and I am 
not able to Supply them; The men employed about various 
Duty Wardden! and Primo passed by with ten Canoes on their 
Journey down to the great Carrying place They inform me that 
they have made upwards of 200 french Packs which is more 
then ever they have Carried out from that part before, He also 
informs me that he has traded with all the Northward Indians 
that used to hunt at Prince Wales’s Fort? and that they are 
going to hunt there abouts until their Arrival the next fall. 


1 Jean Etienne Waden (Wadden, Wadin, or Waddens), a Swiss Protestant 
who entered the fur trade about 1772 and was killed in an altercation with 
Peter Pond in the winter of 1781-82. For biographies see Wallace, Docs. Rel. 
N.W.C., p. 504, and Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 2202. 

2 A.r1/15, fo. 61, Samuel Hearne and Council to the Governor and Committee 
dated Prince of Wales’s Fort, September 17, 1779, “... The advantage arising 
from sending the Northern Indians into the Athapuscow Indians Country has 
hitherto been attended with the increase of at least 3,000 Beaver pr. annum, but 
whether we may Expect a continuance thereof is uncertain, for some few 
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and Friday. Little wind Easterly with Clear Sultry 
Weather, At noon two Canoes arrived from the Northward 
with furrs To trade also two more which Is to Assist in Carrying 
down Furrs these inform me that several more will be here to 
morrow from that Quarter, Charles Isham much the same. 

3rd Saturday. Wind variable Weather as Yesterday The 
men employed putting Canoes to rights and getting ready for 
going down, traded with the Indians that Came Yesterday, and 
made them a present as they was tolerable well gooded; In the 
Evening received a little green moose flesh from an Indian. 

4th Sunday. Wind N.Wt. a strong gale with Cloudy 
Weather; The Indians that was to arriv’d Yesterday, is 
Weather bound about four miles from here; At noon two of 
them Crossed the Narrow were we set Nets in the Winter and 
Came here by foot for Tobacco, and Powder to Salute the 
House on their Arrival; which they got and went off again. 

5th Monday. Wind variable from North to S.Wt. Weather 
Clear with a fresh Breeze at times; The men employed about 
various Duty packed four Bundles of Furrs, The Indians 
mentioned Yesterday arrived, 12 Canoes in Number, also one 
middling Size for trade, These have brought but few Furrs for 
the Number of Canoes. In the Evening one Canoe arrived 
with some moose flesh which they Traded for Liquor, and got 
Drunk with the others. 


A copy of a letter sent to Mr. Humphry. Martin 


CuMBERLAND House Fune 7th 1780 
Kinp Sir, 

By the 7 Canoes in this Party I have sent 29 Bundles of 
Furrs under the Care of Escon, and the Half Day Indian. 
These being known to be trusty Persons, I have not sent an 
Englishman with them, as the Road is not fit for our Canoes, 
it being should Water, and the Carrying places very long. 
Since my last, I have sent off 13 Canoes with furrs under the 


Canadians have penetrated into the heart of that Country...”. Ibid., fo. 80d., 
same to same, August 25,1781, 13thly Weare sorry... to acquaint you that 
the late encroachments of the Canadians, are likely to make the returns from this 
place much less than they lately have been.” 


1780 
June 


54 SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


1780 Care of two Englishmen, and the U Basquia Leader; These 

June are going down the South Track, and his to hunt on the Road, 
as they have got no Provisions, and wait for Us at the great fall. 
These Indians, as also those sent before have received their full 
payment, which is three Beaver in Trading Goods for each 
Bundle, besides Ammunition and Tobacco for nothing. Sir 
you may think this very imprudent of my Conduct in so doing; 
I do asure you there is no Indians that will go Down without 
being paid their full payment here before they go. Indeed I 
cannot say but there is one very great reason for it, There is no 
Indians that goes Down, but leaves part of their families behind, 
which they are obliged to provide for in their Absence. 

Sir I propose to leave the following Persons at Cumberland 
House when I may embark for York Fort Vizt. William Walker 
in Charge, William Gray, William Lewtit William Copeland, 
and James Sanderson; As to furrs I cannot give you a just 
account of what may be left untill I embark, but without doubt 
there will be a considerable Quantity left, as the Indians do not 
Chuse to go Down, I have offered several of them Tobacco 
and Ammunition to carry their own Furrs down to York Fort, 
which they refused telling me if I did not Chuse to trade with 
them, they would carry their Furrs back, and Trade with the 
Canadians. I conclude wishing the Company would send more 
men to Carry their Furrs; without being so much obliged to 
these Indians. 

& so I remain Dear Sir 
Your most Obedient & Humble Servant 
WILLIAM TomIsoNn 


6th Tuesday. Wind variable with Clear moderate Weather. 
Sent off eight Canoes for York Fort with Furrs, These are 
going down the North River track. Finished trading with the 
Indians that arrived Yesterday, and Several of them went away 
Charles Isham something better. 

7th Wednesday. ‘Nind South a small Breeze with Clear 
Sultry hot Weather. Sent of 11 Canoes with Furrs to York 
Fort Under the Care of Six Englishmen Vizt. Charles Isham, 
Mitchel Oman, William Oman, James Banks, Nicholas 
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Wishart, and Magnus Sclater, I myself proposing to go 
tomorrow with the rest please God health permits. Took a 
survey of the trading Goods &c. and put William Walker in 
Charge, The Indians that arrived on the sth Instant went 
away. | 


Received of Mr. William Tomison! the Charge of 
Cumberland House, with the Trading Goods Stores &c. as pr. 
Account Book 


Witness my hand 
WILLIAM WALKER. 


1’'The Cumberland House journal (B.49/a/10) is continued on p. 105. 
Tomison arrived at York Fort on July 3, 1780, when it was recorded in the 
journal (B.239/a/78) that he was ‘“‘ very much alter’d for the worse by the great 
fatigues he hath undergone”. Ibid., July 17, 1780, “‘... Finished the Inland 
affairs when we find the Furs brought from thence amount to 9657 19/30 made 
Beaver, Furs on the passage down 173 Beaver, Furs left at Cumberland House 
1248 Beaver, in all 11,078 19/30 made Beaver traded this year Inland—6160 
odd of which were traded at your honors new settlement called Hudson House.” 
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A Journal of the most 


remarkable Transactions and 
Occurrences from York Fort to 
Cumberland House and from thence 
to Hudson House from 28th July 1779 
to 29th January 1780 
by 
William Tomison 
From 30th January to 16th May 
by 


Robert Longmoor 


B.87/a/2. This foolscap vellum covered book carries the title on p. 57 on 
the cover. The journal, which is a fair copy, is contained on forty-one folios, 
the remaining five folios being blank. 


Journal of Occurrences and Transactions 
From York Fort to Cumberland House, 
and from hence to Hudson House Continued 
by William Tomison Master 
Commencing July 28th 1779 and ending 
January the 29th 1780 then Continued 
by Robert Longmoor till May the 16th 
1780 


28th Wednesday. \Nind N.Et. a fresh breeze Weather part 1779 
Cloudy, and part Clear; at eight oClock this morning I July 
embarked on my Journey for Cumberland House accompanied 
by one Canoe Tracked up Hays’s River till eight in the 
Evening then put up at Penney’cut’ta’way River. 

29th Thursday. ‘Wind and Weather much the same as 
yesterday, We proceeded to Steel River! then put up, found the 
Indians had gone from here this morning. 

30th Friday. Little Wind variable with Clear warm Weather, 
We proceeded up Steel River and at seven OClock in the. 
Afternoon came up with the Indians and English found all well 
They have also killed several Deer which will be of great 
service to them on their Journey up Chauketnaw River. 

315¢ Saturday. Wind Northerly a fresh breeze at times with 
Clear Weather, We did not proceed the Indians busy drying 
meat Also killed three Deer to day.? 

1st Sunday. Wind variable in the North Quarter light August 
Breezes with very warm weather, the Indians got Drunk last 
night with the Liquor they had from the Fort, when they had 
drunk all up they came Came to me for more, which I denied 
telling them I never used to give Liquor so nigh to the Fort, 


1 Hayes River. Place-Names of Manitoba (Ottawa, 1933), Pp. 42, ‘‘ Hayes ; 
river ...in Igor the use of the name was extended to apply to the whole extent 
of the river from the Painted Stone, instead of to the lowest portion only; the 
names Apitsibi or Steel, Chukitanaw or Hill, Trout river and Whitewater are 
superseded.”’ See also Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 99%. 

* For a copy of Tomison’s letter of this date to William Walker see p. 13. 
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nor will I begin now, They then threatened to throw the goods 
away if I did comply to their requests I told them that if they 
intended to leave the Goods that they should carry them back 
to where they took them from, otherwise I would break their 
Canoes, They afterwards beged on good Terms and told me if 
I would give them a little They would carry the goods safe up, 
I told them my first word was my last and that I would not 
give them any until they come to the Place appointed, They 
afterwards went and got a little Sober and We proceeded to the 
entrance of Chauketanaw River Then put up, as they intend 
to Seperate some is going up the middle track, and some propose 
going up Steel River myself with those that have got Brandy in 
and some other intend to proceed up the South Track. 

2nd Monday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday This 
morning The Indians Seperated, Eight Canoes went up the 
middle track, Six Canoes proceeded up Steel River, I divided 
amongst them Six gallons of Brandy, Some Ammunition and 
Tobacco as encouragement for them to take Care of the Goods; 
I would have sent an Englishan with each party but indeed I 
have none to spare, there being no more than Two men to a 
Canoe which it too few for so strong a Current, We proceeded 
a little way up Chau’ke’ta’naw River then put up to repair some 
of our Canoes that are Leaky. 

3rd Tuesday. Wind variable from West to North Weather 
Clear till Noon, Afterwards a heavy Rain attended with 
Thunder and Lightning, We proceeded till Two in the 
afternoon then put up Treated the Indians with Two Gallons 
Brandy as encouragement for them to behave well. 

4th Wednesday. ‘Wind NEt. a small breeze Cloudy foggy 
Weather, We proceeded to the end of the Tracking ground 
then put up. 

sth Thursday. Little wind Southerly Weather part Cloudy 
and part Clear, We paddled and lead up several falls and 
carried over three Carrying places a very Strong Current. 

6th Friday. Wind variable light breezes with very warm 
Weather, We proceeded as before Carried over four Carrying 
Places. 

7th Saturday. ‘Nind and Weather as Yesterday proceeded 
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as before till three In the Evening then put up to repair our 
Canoes the[y] being greatly dammaged, The Brandy kegs 
Leak very much notwithstanding all the Care that can be taken 
of them, which I am afraid will cause a great Loss in that 
Article. 

8th Sunday. Wind variable Weather Cloudy with Thunder 
lightning and heavy rain at times at noon We got over the falls 
in Chau’ke’ta’naw River Afterwards crossed the Swampy 
Lake and proceeded a little way up the River that comes out of 
Maskech’e’quan! into this Lake, Carried over two Carrying 
places at Eight oClock in the Evening put up Several of the 
Indians proceeded up the North branch but was obliged to 
return the road being unpassable. 

gth Monday. Wind Easterly a small breeze with Foggy 
Weather till noon, afterwards Clear; proceeded as before At 
noon got to the entrance of Maskech’equan Lake and crossed 
about one Third over at eight put up and gave the Indians a 
Supply of ammunition also some Oatmeal as they have nothing 
to eat. 

10th Tuesday. Wind Southerly light breezes with very 
warm Weather, proceeded till three in the Afternoon then put 
up to wait for four Canoes that did not come up last night. 

11th Wednesday. Wind variable from South to N.W. with 
Cloudy rainey weather, This morning the four Canoes came 
up to us that was behind all well, set the fishing nets but no fish 
to be Caught. 

12th Thursday. Wind Northerly a fresh gale with rain in 
the forenoon afterwards dark Cloudy weather We proceeded at 
Noon carried across the Trout fall afterwards went a little way 
up the River that, from Pe’the’pa’we’ne’pee? into this Lake, 
received one small Black Bear and one Beaver from the Indians, 
Three Canoes gone ahead to Hunt. 

1 Knee Lake. The Indian name is Maskistigwan Sakahigan. See Tyrrell, 
Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 2482. 

2 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 247”, *... Pathepow nippi 
lake (Bottomless lake). The name given me for this lake was Pa nipdwa nipi 
which was said to mean “hole through the earth”. David Thompson calls it 


Holy lake. Oxford House was built by the Hudson’s Bay Company at its 
eastern end, and the lake is now called Oxford lake.’ 
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13th Friday. Wind variable Weather Cloudy with rain at 
times, We proceeded to pe’the’pa’we’ne’pee Lake then put up 
to repair our Canoes, The Indians that went ahead yesterday 
came to us in the morning, They have killed one Moose, 
treated them with a little Brandy for their good behaviour so 
far. 

14th Saturday. Nind Northerly asstiff breeze with Cloudy 
Weather, Sent three men to bring Moose flesh The rest 
repairing their Canoes, In the evening Two Canoes of Bungee 
Indians arrived here on their Journey down to York Fort with 
a few Furrs and some dried Provisions. 

1¢th Sunday. Nind Easterly a strong gale weather Cloudy 
with a Drizzling rain at times, still weather bound, traded some 
provisions from the Indians that arrived Yesterday and 
Divided it amongst the men, as They have but little to Eat 
except Oatmeal and that mostly Expended.! 

16th Monday. Wind variable till noon afterwards Cloudy a 
fresh gale from the Westward, We proceeded at five oClock, 
but was soon obliged to put ashore the wind blowing hard, 
which raised a great swell, we laid by till seven in the Evening 
then put off again and paddled till Ten then put up the wind 
likely to blow again, four Canoes of Englishmen and five of 
Indians not come up. 

17th Tuesday. Wind and Weather variable but moderate, 
We proceeded at four oClock, and put up at half past five in the 
Evening to wait for those behind who was seperated from Us 
Yesterday by the badness of the weather, myself in a very bad 
Condition with a boil on the sole of my right Foot. 

18th Wednesday. \Nind variable Weather Cloudy with rain 
at times; at seven oClock this morning Three Canoes of 
English and one of Indians came up to us they say that they 
have seen none of the others, At ten oClock we proceeded and 
at Six put up at the White fall? carrying Place, at seven a very 
heavy gale from the West with rain attended with Thunder 


1 For Tomison’s letter of this date to Humphrey Marten see Appendix, p. 295. 

> Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 246, n. 5, “ White or Robinson 
falls, a cataract more than half a mile long, in which the water drops in all 
sixty-three feet. Past it is a portage 4050 ft. long through poplar woods.” 
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and Lightning which Continued most part of the night, myself 1779 
still very bad not able to get out or into the Canoe without August 
assistance Necessity obliges me to Paddle altho. unfit for any 
Duty I have not slept any for three days and three nights past 
indeed I am afraid it will turn out to some bad Consequence. 

19th Thursday. Wind N.Wt. a fresh breeze with Cloudy 
Weather Carried across the Carrying place, and at ten oClock 
proceeded to Kach’e’we’ma’mes! then put up met three Canoes 
of Bungee Indians going down to York Fort with a few Summer 
Skins and some dried Provisions. I traded from them 60 lbs. 
dried meat, and 12 lbs. Fat. 

20th Friday. Wind as Yesterday with a Continual rain, 
could not proceed, myself as before. 

21st Saturday. Wind NEt. a stiff gale with rain at times; 
At noon three Canoes proceeded a head in order to hunt, at 
five in the Evening Robert Longmoor and the others that was 
behind arrived all well and have killed one Moose, also an 
Indian went ahunting from here in the Evening and killed one 
Deer, 

22nd Sunday. ind as Yesterday with rainey weather till 
noon afterwards Clear We proceeded about half way down 
Each’e’we’ma’mes then put up Myself still in a bad Cndition, 
the severe pain and want of Sleep has thrown me in such a 
disorder that at times I do not know where I am, Seven days and 
seven Nights has Elapsed without ever Sleeping. 

23rd Monday. Wind NWt. light breezes with warm 
Weather; We proceeded to Sea River? then put up Saw one 
Tent of Indians from whom I traded 220 lbs. Moose flesh and 
12 lbs. Fat, which I divided amongst the Englishmen and their 
Canoemates. 

24th Tuesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday proceeded 
up Sea River at Seven in the Evening put up at the entrance of 


1 Tbid., p. 245, n. 2, ‘... Etowimami, or Echimamish river, meaning “ the 
water that flows both way ”.’ Place-Names of Manitoba, p. 30, “ Echimamish 

. . name originally applied to two streams flowing eastward and westward 
respectively from the Painted Stone, but here limited to the westward stream, 
that flowing eastward being considered the source of Hayes river.” 

2The east branch of Nelson River. See Tyrrell, Journals of Hearne and 
Turnor, p. 2452. 
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Pemech’shag’amashen,! which Signifys a small lake with a great 
Current and many branches from it into the sea river, One of 
the Indians gave out and would go no further it being his 
father I traded the Provisions from Yesterday, This Evening 
I cut the Boil open which has eased the pain greatly. 

26th Wednesday. Little Wind Westerly till noon afterwards 
squally with rain at times, Proceeded to Bus’kes’cagan or the 
Lake of Rendezvous? then put up three Tents of Indians being 
there, from whom I traded 210 lbs. dried Moose flesh and 30 
lbs. fat which I divided as formerly; This is the last Provisions 
I expect to get till we arrive at Cumberland House. 

26th Thursday. Wind Northerly a strong gale with rain at 
intervals, Could not proceed, here another Indian gave out, and 
denies going any further his family having met him here The 
Goods I received from him all in good Condition. 

27th Friday. ‘Wind as Yesterday but moderate with rain at 
times At five oClock we proceeded and at six in the Evening 
put up, the Indians say The never knew so much Water in the 
great Lake as there is at present. 

28th Saturday. Wind NW. Weather as Yesterday till the 
Evening afterwards blowed fresh, proceeded at five oClock and 
put up at four In the Evening The Wind blowing fresh 
prevented us from going further. 

29th Sunday. Wind Westerly a stiff breeze at times with 
Clear Weather. At one oClock we proceeded and at six in the 
Evening put up at the great fall? having paddled seventeen 
hours Successfully. 

30th Monday. Wind Northerly a fresh gale with Clear 
Weather Carried half way across the carrying place then put 
up, The great fresh of Water on the fall prevents us from 
Leading up as usual, We are therefore obliged to carry the 
whole way. 

31st Tuesday. Little Wind variable with clear Warm 
Weather At two oClock in the afternoon got the Goods and 


1 Little Playgreen Lake. 

2 Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 243, n. 3, Playgreen Lake. 

3 Grand Rapids, where the Saskatchewan River rushes to its mouth in Lake 
Winnipeg. 
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Canoes across the carrying Place and proceeded to the little 
carrying Place above then put up gave the English and 
Indians a little Liquor they being much fatigued with Carrying 
Myself something better but have not got Proper Medicines 
to heal such a wound, It is near seven Inches in Circumference 
and Three quarters of an Inch Deep. 

1st Wednesday. Wind Northerly a small breeze with Cloudy 
Weather, repairing some of our Canoes that was Damaged 
yesterday, At noon We proceeded and put up a little way from 
Cedar Lake, a heavy rain last night attended with Thunder and 
Lightning. 

and Thursday. Wind N.Wt. a stiff gale with a Continual 
rain, not Weather for Paddling. 

3rd Friday. Little wind variable till noon afterwards blowed 
a fresh gale from the S.Et. proceeded half way across the Cedar 
Lake then put up, a great swell in the Lake. 

4th Saturday. ‘Nind Easterly a strong gale rain’d hard at 
times, could not proceed. 

sth Sunday. Wind Northerly a strong gale Weather Cloudy 
till noon, afterwards Clear and moderate At two oClock We 
proceeded and at eight in the evening put up at the South 
branch of Saskachewan River. 

6th Monday. Wind SEt. a stiff breeze Weather part Cloudy, 
part Clear; We proceeded till seven in the Evening then put 
up, The Indians Seperated from us in search of Food. 

sth Tuesday. Nind variable from So. to N.Wt. a stiff gale 
with Cloudy Weather proceeded as before; in the Evening one 
Indian Canoe came up to us, he informs me that He parted 
from the others at Noon. 

8th Wednesday. Wind N.Wt. squally Weather with Rain 
at intervals, at ten oClock We proceeded and put up a little 
short of U’Basque’au. The Indians joined us last Night except 
three Canoes which by the others account is still behind. 

9th Thursday. \Nind as Yesterday but more moderate with 
clear Weather, proceeded as before, At noon came up with 
four Canoes that parted with us at Steel River They inform me 
that three Canoes of their Company is arrived at the House and 
that the others went different ways. 
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10th Friday. Wind Westerly a fresh breeze with Cloudy 


the Afternoon, put up at the little fishing river to kill fish as our 
Provisions is Expended and the Indians not had any any 
Success in hunting. 

11th Saturday. Wind in the South quarter light breezes 
with Clear Weather At five oClock we proceeded, and at three 
in the afternoon arrived safe at Cumberland House found all 
well thank God for it, myself still Lame.? 

22and Wednesday. Wind Westerly a stiff breeze Weather 
Cloudy At 5 in the Evening I embarked on my Journey up 
Saskachewan river with a female Indian for my Canoe mate 
paddled till eight oClock then put up at the little river 
above. 

23rd Thursday. Wind variable with moderate Weather 
proceeded as before till nine at night then put up a little Short 
of Sturgeon River? passed by an Indian man and his family he 
informed me that he had come down the river, and that he saw 
the Englishmen Yesterday made great Lament that he had no 
ammunition but as he is ahunting for the Canadians agains their 
Coming up I had no Compassion on him. 

24th Friday. Wind variable in the North quarter Weather 
Cloudy with rain at times, proceeded till eight at night then 
put up at Ques’quetenau or the high branch. 

25th Saturday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday proceeded 
as before in the Evening passed by where our People had gone 
from this morning Tracked part of the Day. 

26th Sunday. Wind W.S.Wt. a small breeze Weather part 
Cloudy, part Clear with rain at times, paddled till nine at night 
then put up, At noon found one of our Dogs that had been lost 
in the Woods. 

27th Monday. Wind variable Weather Cloudy till noon 
afterwards a heavy rain which continued till seven at night, at _ 


1 Tomison’s remarks from September 12-21 inclusive are in the Cumberland 
House Journal, pp. 14-15. 

2 About forty miles above Cumberland House (see H.B.8., XIV, 146) and 
not to be confused with the Sturgeon (or Setting) River where the Pedlars had 
their “ Lower Settlement ” in 1778-79. 
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eight this morning came up with our People! found all well 1779 
Robert Longmoor informs me that one of the Indians killed September 
Moose Yesterday which he traded, and served the men three 
days Provisions, He also informed me that They met an 
Indian coming down the river who had got 20 made Beaver in 
Furrs, 10 of which he put down with a little moose flesh to 
Trade, but his demand of Liquor being more then requisite 
Robert Longmoor refused takeing them. 

28th Tuesday. Wind Westerly, light breezes with Clear 
Weather, at Six we proceeded and at eight came to some 
Indians, Tenting on the South side of the River but had no 
Canoes to come across in; Traded from them Three days 
Provisions for all Hands, also paid them for takeing care of a 
horse that Robert Longmoor bought last year, met Two 
Frenchmen going down the River, They had with them 
Provisions, Birchrind, and Pitch to repair the Canoes that is 
Coming up. 

29th Wednesday. Nind South Weather as Yesterday 
Tracked all day, as we have done for these Two days past. 

30th Thursday. ‘Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, Tracked all day a stiff Current in places, Our 
tracking Lines? broke several times to day, which damaged the 
Canoes greatly and likely to have losed the men and goods; 
This I think it my Duty to inform your Honor’s That those 
lines should be lookt at before they come from England, as 
Your Honours goods and men’s lives depends on the Goodness 
of that Article. 


1 Longmoor and fifteen others had left Cumberland House two days before 
Tomison (see p. 15). 

2 B.239/a/78, York Factory Journal, August 4, 1780, Humphrey Marten’s 
‘Remarks on Messrs. Tomison and Longmoors Journals.” ‘Septr. 4th [sic] 
Tracking Lines break several times, the Men and Goods, thereby greatly 
endangered This complaint is Justly founded the strands not being laid even, 
and full of kinks which greatly weaken the Lines, October the 22nd complaints 
made on Stores and Trading Goods too Justly founded, When your Honors 
Servants have with much Labour and Danger got up Goods to the straight 
distance of Five Hundred and Twenty one Miles from York Fort to find the 
Stores not fit for use, or the trading Goods to Trade is distressing to the greatest 
meptee «a's 
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1779 1st Friday. Little Wind Easterly with dark cloudy Weather, 
October Proceeded as before till five in the Eening then put up to repair 
the Canoes. 
and Saturday. Wind N.Wt. a stiff gale. Weather part 
Cloudy, part Clear; At Ten oClock passed by the South 
Branch, a strong current in places, had several of our Canoes 
damaged to day William Lewtit ailing. 
3rd Sunday. Wind N.Et. a fresh gale Weather Cloudy at 
times; At Two oClock, got to the end of the Tracking ground, 
and at five put up, heard several Guns up above on the South 
side of the river. 
4th Monday. Wind Southerly a stiff gale with Clear Weather, 
a strong frost last night, at six oClock we proceeded, and at 
five in the Evening put up within ten miles of the Canadian 
Settlement, In the Evening Two Indians met us from the 
above Settlement, They say they are a great many Indians there 
Waiting the arrival of the Canadians. 
sth Tuesday. Wind Easterly a fresh gale with Cloudy 
Weather; Atten oclock we passed by the Canadian Settlement," 
and put up about a quarter of a mile above them, There ts 
sixteen Tents on their Plantation from whom I traded 120 
made Beaver in furrs and some Provisions of Sorts. 
6th Wednesday. Nind SEt. a strong gale weather Cloudy 
with a drizzling rain, Traded eighty made Beaver from the 
Indians. 
oth Thursday. WNind variable Weather Cloudy with rain till 
noon Afterwards Clear, proceeded till seven in the Evening 
then put up about 15 miles from where we intended to Winter; 
last night arrived Holmes, one of the Canadian Traders in a 
light Canoe having left Pangman Sometime ago at the great 
Lake with 17 more, also 13 Canoes for the Northward, 
Wadden a Dutchman Master, William Lewtit still 
ailing. 
8th Friday. Wind Westerly a stiff gale with cold raw Cloudy 
Weather, We continued our Journey till Two in the Afternoon 


1 At Sturgeon or Setting River. For a resumé of this journal from this date 
onwards see A. S. Morton, 4 History of the Canadian West to 1870-71 (London, 


1939), PP. 329-3. 
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then put up where we intend to Erect a House! William Lewtit 
continues much the same as formerly. 

gth Saturday. Wind N.Wt. a small breeze with Cloudy 
Weather. The people employed Robert Longmoor and 
Malchom Ross Cutting a Track backwards from the River, to 
the Indian pathway, The rest helving their Hatchets, and 
making ready for building. 

10th Sunday. Little wind Northerly Weather Cloudy with 
snow at times. 

11th Monday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather part Cloudy 
part Clear, Not having Provisions, for the men obliges me to 
send Robert Longmoor and Malchom Ross with three Horses 
in Search of Food, also sent James Spence Junier, and the low 
Country Indian down to Cumberland House with 200 made 
Beaver in Furrs William Lewtit still sick, Isaac Batt fell into a 
Badger hole some time ago and is unfit for Duty, The rest 


1'This post is sometimes called Lower Hudson House to distinguish it from 
Longmoor’s “‘ Upper Settlement ” (sometimes called ‘‘ Upper Hudson House ’’) 
of 1778-79 (see H.B.S., XIV, p. 307 et seq.). Hudson House built in 1779 
was situated fourteen miles lower down the Saskatchewan than the Upper 
Settlement or Upper Hudson House and, according to Tomison (p. 19), stood 
about thirty miles above the Pedlars’ Lower Settlement of 1778-79 at Setting 
or Sturgeon River. Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 2292,“ ... The 
site of this trading post [Hudson House built 1779], or the adjoining one 
occupied by Canadian traders [established in the summer of 1782], was visited 
by Professor H. A. Innis and a party of gentlemen from Prince Albert in August, 
1933. They found evidence of a stockade enclosing a quadrangle ninety-one 
feet long and sixty-seven feet wide. In it were several pits where cellars had 
been, and piles of stones where fireplaces and chimneys had stood. The location 
was in poplar woods about 250 yards west of the Saskatchewan river and about 
150 feet above it. A little brook flowed eastward a short distance to the north. 
Its position is in the N.W. quarter of Sections 16, Township 48, Range 2, West 
of the Third Meridian”. Morton, History of the Canadian West, p. 330, 
““. . The spot on which he [Tomison] decided to build [in 1779] was a few 
yards back from the left bank. It was well chosen. Across the river lay a 
considerable prairie, the present Lily Plain, sheltered on all sides by wood—the 
resort of the buffalo from the winter’s blasts. Some provisions at least would be 
got near at hand. A short distance back from the site of the house ran a track 
used by the natives travelling from the fur field of the Thickwood Hills down 
to the mouth of the Sturgeon River . . . In keeping with the practice at the older 
forts of the Company, in time a garden was made—probably the first on the 
North Saskatchewan River ...”’. 
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felling wood for building and Clearing ground for the House. 

12th Tuesday. Wind N.Et. a fresh breeze with Cloudy 
Weather. The people employed four men hewing Logs for 
building, The rest laid the foundation and put Two Tier of 
Logs all round; the House is 37 foot Long and 27 Foot 
broad. 


A copy ofa Letter! sent to Mr. Willm. Walker Commanding 
Officer at Cumberland House: Saskachewan River 


about 30 miles above the Canadians Settlement 
October 10th 


SIR, 

This is to inform you we arrived with every thing safe 
on the 8th of October at the place appointed where we intend 
to erect a Temporary Settlement which for Distinction I 
intend to call Hudson Huse. 

I have returned the low Country Indian, who assisted in 
carrying up Goods as also James Spence Junier I have sent by 
them five Bundles of Furrs Containing 200 made Beaver; 
you are to pay the Indian 16 Beaver in Tradings Goods Which 
you are to Charge in your Expences. 

You are to take care what Indians may Visit you in the 
Winter to Treat them kindly and give all Possible 
encouragement you can for Provisions. 

You will do well to employ the men before too much snow, 
to collect some Timber for building a Victualing shed, as you 
know the present one is not fit for keeping Provisions in by | 
reason of the Cellar being underneath. I Conclude wishing 
you health and Happiness and Success to the Company’s 


Affairs. ‘ 
] remain your 


most Humble Servant 


13th Wednesday. Wind in the North quarter a stiff gale 
Weather Cloudy with snow at times, The men employed as 
Yesterday, Isaac Batt and William Lewtit still unfit for Duty. 
14th Thursday. Wind as Yesterday with a continual snow 
The People employed as before; At six oClock in the Evening 


Robert Longmoor and Malchom Ross returned from hunting, 
1 Walker’s copy of this letter is on p. 19. 
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They brough 200 lbs. of green Buffaloe flesh which is verry _1779 
Acceptable not having had any Provisions to serve the men for October 
these four days past, Robert Longmoor informs me that he 
see no Buffalo but the one he killed, which being far off he 
could only bring half of the flesh. 

15th Friday. Wind N.Wt. a strong Gale Weather Cold 
freezing Weather; The men employed, Three men a hewing, 
Two men felling and the rest a building. At noon two 
Assinee-Poet Indians arrived but brought nothing with them, 
Those Robert Longmoor see Yesterday and They came part 
of the way with him but the road being bad they returned back 
Isaac Batt something better William Lewtit much the same as 
before. 

16th Saturday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, froze hard last night, and much Ice driving in the 
River; Sent Robert Longmoor, and Malchom Ross to clear a 
Track upwards The rest employed hewing and building At 
noon Assin’nee Poet Indian arrived from across the River for 
Tobacco This is a Custom, all the Natives have learnt from 
the Canadians and many other bad ones, He went away 
immediately. 

17th Sunday. Wind as before, but more moderate with 
freezing Weather The river almost Choak’d with Ice. 

18th Monday. Wind N.Et. with moderate Weather and 
Thawed a little at Noon; The People employed as last week, 
This morning five Indians arrived on horse back on their 
Journey to the Canadian Settlement They had about 20 made 
Beaver in furrs, 13 of which they traded with me for Brandy 
and Tobacco, At noon They went away, In the Evening three 
families of Assin’nee Poets Indians arrived from across the 
River, They have brought some dried Provisions but no Furrs. 

19th Tuesday. ‘Nind as Yesterday Weather Cloudy with 
Hail at times, Traded with the Indians that came Yesterday 
and they went away, These inform me of Eleven Tents being 
further on Which information induces me to send Robert 
Longmoor away with them to endeavour to bring them in with 
what Furrs and Provisions they may have; I have sent with 
him for the above purpose 12 lbs. Tobacco; I have also sent 
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1779 off Isaac Batt with a supply of ammunition, and what other 
October things is requisite to kill Buffalo The rest employed abuilding 
and Collecting Stones for the Chymneys; In the Evening 
Captain Tute arrived over land with nineteen men to build a 
House,! he informs me that Holmes is to bring up Goods to 
him in Canoes. 
20th Wednesday. Wind Easterly a fresh breeze Weather 
Cloudy with a continual snow; four men employed about the 
Chimneys, The rest felling and hewing Wood for building. 
At noon seven Tents of the Beaver River Indians arrived The 
major part of which have come from the Canadian Settlement 
purposely to Beg. 
21st Thursday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday The men 
employed about the Chimneys, and getting small Sticks for 
flooring, Traded from the Indians that came Yesterday 40 
made Beaver in furrs and one days Provisions for the men 
William Lewtit still Sick, William Copeland lame, having cut 
his Leg with the Hatchet. 
22nd Friday. Wind N.Wt. a fresh gale Weather Cloudy 
with a drizzling snow The men employed as yesterday, The 
badness of the Weather and only one Auger makes the 
building go on but Slowly We had Three Augers at first, Two 
of which broke the first and second day, It is a great shame that 
such scandelous Stores should be sent to a place where they 
cannot be repaired; Indeed I am sorry to say that your 
Honour’s are greatly deceived with the Stores that your 
Honor’s sends to Hudson’s Bay, as also a great part of the 
Trading Good’s. 
23rd Saturday. Wind W.S.Wt. a stiff gale with Clear 
Weather Thawed a little at Noon, four men at work at the 
Chimney’s, four laying the upper floor, and the rest employed 
building the Wall’s, The sick and lame as before. 
24th Sunday. Calm clear Weather with a little Thaw At 
noon several of the Natives Pitched away to their Winter 
Quarters. 
25th Monday. Wind Easterly a small breeze with Clear 
warm Weather, The People employed, four men at the 


1 This was about a hundred yards upstream of Hudson House. 
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Chimney’s The rest putting up the ridge Pole andand getting 1779 
stuff for the roof, At noon five Indians arrived with furrs and October 
Provisions part of which They traded and got Drunk. 

26th Tuesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday The men 
employed getting stuff for the roof, William Lewtit, and 
William Copeland on Duty, Traded with the Indians, and 
some of them went away In the Evening arrived from Isaac 
Batt 120 lbs. of Buffalo Flesh also Two Horse loads from 
Indians, Holmes arrived with a Canoe load of Goods from their 
Settlement below. 

27th Wednesday. ind S.Wt. a small Breeze with Clear 
warm Weather The men employed puting The roof on the 
House; At noon the Indians went away that came on monday 
also Those that came Yesterday; They have brought 230 made 
Beaver in Whole and Half parchment Beaver but no other sort 
of Furrs. 

28th Thursday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday Sent 
James Spence to bring home meat from Isaac Batt T'wo men 
employed sawing Boards for the Doors Three men putting on 
the roof, The rest pointing the outside with mud. 

29th Friday. Wind Southerly a fresh Breeze with Clear 
Weather The People employed, Two men getting Grass to 
Thatch the House, Two men sawing Boards, Magnus [watt 
Fixing the Door Jambs, The rest putting grass and mud on the 
roof for thatching, At noon Assinnee Poet Indians arrived with 
a few Furrs to Trade James Spence returned from Isaac Batt 
with 200 lbs. Buffalo flesh, Also one Horse load from Indians. 

30th Saturday. Wind N.Wt. a fresh gale Weather part 
Cloudy, part Clear, Magnus Twat making the outer Door, The 
rest employed as Yesterday Traded with the Indians that came 
Yesterday, and at noon they went away. 

31st Sunday. Wind Northerly a small Breeze with Clear 
freezing Weather, at noon several of the Assinnee-poet 
Indians arrived with furrs and Provisions to Trade, four of the 
above Indians went past to the Canadian Settlement. 

1st Monday. Wind and Weather much the same as yesterday November 
The People employed Magnus Twat finished the outer Door, 
and did other trifling Jobbs in the Carpenter way, The rest 
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about various Duty Traded from the Indians that came 
Yesterday 130 made Beaver in furrs, one of these have been 
formerly a leader at York Fort, I have made him a present, and 
he has promised to come again in the Spring. 

and Tuesday. Wind N.Wt. a small Breeze with Clear warm 
Weather, Magnus Twat puting parchment on the Windows. 
The rest employed about various Duty, At noon one Tent of 
Assinneepoet Indians arrived with furrs and Provisions to 
Trade, Isaac Batt also arrived, he informs me that there is no 
Buffalo nigh where he his Tenting for which reason he must 
move further off. In the Evening he returned to his Tent I 
have sent James Spence to bring home what Provisions 1s at the 
went: 

3rd Wednesday. Little wind Easterly with Cloudy warm 
Weather, The People employed, Magnus Twat and Two men 
laying the lower floor, Two men sawing Boards for the 
Pertitions, The rest geting Stuff for flooring, Traded with the 
Indians that came Yesterday and made them a Present of 
Tobacco, Ammunition and a few other Articles and they went 
away, also Those that arrived on Sunday last In the Evening 
Robert Longmoor returned from the Assinneepoet Indians, he 
informs me of leaving them about 15 miles from here. 

4th Thursday. Wind Southerly a small Breeze with Clear 
warm Weather, The men employed as Yesterday At five in the 
Evening James Spence return’d with Three Horse loads of 
Provisions The greater part of which is spoiled by being so 
long kept at the Tent. 

sth Friday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday The men 
employed Two sawing Quartering for the Pertitions Magnus 
Twat and Two men laying the floor. The rest getting Stuff for 
Stockades, At noon the Indians arrived that Robert Longmoor 
came from the third Instant, They have brought a few Furrs 
and a good Quantity of Provisions. 

6th Saturday. Little Wind Westerly Weather as Yesterday 
The men employed about various Duty Robt. Longmoor & 
myself Trading with the Indians. 

7th Sunday. Wind N.Wt.a stiff gale with Cloudy Weather; 
finished trading with the Indians and made the Leaders a 
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present as Usual, In the Evening they went away, I have 
Traded from these 115 Wolves, 54 Foxes and 1200 lbs. 
Provisions of Sorts, They had a great deal of Provisions with 
them, but as their Demands was too much for my small Stock 
of Goods I did not Chuse to Trade any more as I am Positive 
Provisions may be got Cheaper towards the Spring They 
traded the rest with the Canadians. 

8th Monday. Wind S.Wt. a small Breeze with Clear fine 
Weather, The people employed, Magnus Twat puting up the 
Pertitions between the men’s apartment, and the Trading 
room, Iwo men sawing Ribbons, Two men digging a Trench, 
the rest fitting Stockades to the ribbons. 

gth Tuesday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, The men employed as before In the Evening I'wo 
Indians arrived with six made Beaver in Furrs and a Trifle of 
Provisions. 

10th Wednesday. Little Wind Westerly Weather part 
Cloudy part Clear, The People employed as Yesterday, At 
noon an Indian man and his Wife arrived with a few Furrs to 
Trade They inform me that they have been 16 days on their 
Journey to this place The Indians That came Yesterday went 
away. 

oe Thursday. Nind Southerly a small Breeze with Clear 
fine Weather, Magnus Twat making a door for the Trading 
Room Two men sawing Boards, The rest seting up Stockades, 
At noon Two Tents of fall! Indians arrived with a few furrs and 
some Provisions. 


1J. B. Tyrrell (ed.), David Thompson's Narrative of His Explorations in 
Western America, 1784-1812 (Toronto, The Champlain Society, 1916), p. 327, 
“‘ The Fall Indians, their former residence was on the Rapids of the Saskatchewan, 
about 100 miles above Cumberland House; they speak a harsh language, which 
no other tribe attempts to learn, in number about 70 tents at ten souls to each 
tent. They are a tall well made muscular people, their countenances manly, 
but not handsome. Their Chief was of a bad character, and brought them into 
so many quarrels with their allies, they had to leave their country and wander 
to the right bank of the Missisourie, to near the Mandane villages.” Dr. Tyrrell 
identified the “ Fall Indians or Atsina ” as ‘‘ a detached branch of the Arapaho, 
who were formerly allies of the Blackfeet” and added that none were then 
(1916) living in Canada. 
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12th Friday. Wind variable with a Continuance of fine 
Weather The men employed as Yesterday In the Evening 
received 50 lbs. Buffalo flesh from Isaac Batt. : 

13th Saturday. Little wind Westerly Weather part Cloudy 
part Clear, Charles Isham and Edward Wishart ailing The 
rest building a house to put the Provisions in, as it cannot be 
kept within doors Traded with the Indians that came on 
Thursday and they went away. 

14th Sunday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday Traded 
with the Indians that arrived on the roth Instant and made 
him a present, as he has been a Leader at York Fort formerly. 
In the Evening he went away. 

16th Monday. Little wind variable with Cloudy warm 
Weather Two men sawing boards, the rest finished the 
Victualing House; At noon two Indians arrived from above 
also Assin’nee’apoet Indian from across the River, These have 
brought a few Furrs but no Provisions. 

16th Tuesday. Wind Easterly a small breeze with Cloudy 
Weather, Magnus Twat edging boards for the men’s 
appartments, Two men sawing, The rest Collecting Stockades 
and fitting them to the ribbons ready for setting up; Traded 
with the Indians that came Yesterday and they went away. 

17th Wednesday. ‘Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, Magus Twat and one man hewing Gate posts, 
Three men turning over Provisions and Carrying it to the out 
House, The rest employed at the Stockades, and sawing 
boards for the men’s appartments. 

18th Thursday. Little Wind Northerly with clear fine 
Weather The men employed, sawing boards and setting up 
Stockades. 

19th Friday. Wind variable with Cloudy warm Weather, 
had a little rain last night, The men employed about various 
Duty, late last night one Canadian Canoe arrived from Sturgeon 
River, in order to carry every thing down. 

20th Saturday. Wind NEt. a fresh breeze Weather Cloudy 
with snow in the Evening, The men finished setting up the 
Stockades and did other necessary Jobbs; Captain Tute went 
off this morning betimes, with men, Goods and every thing 
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Else; What their reason is for so doing I do not know further 1779 
then an Indian having died Suddently after drinking some of November 
their rum at their Settlement at Sturgeon River this accident 
have put them in dread of the natives falling upon them 
again, as [hey have been Threatned here by a very bad Indian 
which told Captain Tute and Mr. Holmes that he Certainly 
would kill Peter Pangman, the first Oppertunity. 

21st Sunday. Wind as Yesterday with Cloudy snowing 
Weather. 

22nd Monday. Little Wind Northerly with snow at times 
The People employed, Two men sawing Plank for the outer 
gate Magnus Twat with the rest puting up the mens Cabbins, 
and doing other odd Jobbs. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind NWt.a fresh gale with sharp freezing 
Weather The men employed as Yesterday, In the Evening 
Two Assin’nee’poets Indians arrived with a few Furrs, and a 
trifle of Provisions to Trade. 

24th Wednesday. ‘Wind and Weather as Yesterday; The 
men employed about various Duty, At noon Assinnee’po’et 
Indian man and his family arrived brought 14 Wolves, 22 
Small Foxes, and Two days Provisions for all Hands, The 
tiver froze fast in the Evening She has been set in some 
Distance from here above a month ago. 

25th Thursday. ‘Wind between NW. and North a fresh 
Breeze Weather Cloudy with snow at times, Magnus T'watt 
making the outer Gates, The rest employed about necessary 
Duty At noon the Indians went away that arrived the 23rd 
Instant also that came Yesterday. 

26th Friday. Little wind variable with Cloudy Weather 
Magnus Twatt employed in the Carpenter way; The rest 
Collecting firewood and sawing boards; Last night two 
Indians arrived from the Beaver River They brought 50 made 
Beaver, 44 of which they would Trade for nothing but Brandy, 
The other 6 They traded for Ice Chissels & Hatchets, at noon 
they went away; and four Pegogemew Indians came for 
Tobacco, Powder, paint &c without those and several other 
articles be sent to them before they arrive, no Natives of any 
Tribe whatever will come to the House This black Custom 
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They have learned from the Canadians which is a very 
Expensive one, In the Evening they all arrived eighteen men 
in Number besides Women, also 16 Horses, They have 
brougt furrs and Provisions, part of which they Traded & got 
Drunk. 

27th Saturday. ‘“Nind Northerly a small breeze Weather 
Cloudy with Snow at times, Magnus Twat finished the Outer 
gate, [wo men sawing boards for the men’s appartment; The 
rest employed about necessary Duty At noon four men with 
their Women Set off for the Canadian Settlement The rest 
radedi here: 

28th Sunday. Wind as Yesterday Weather part Cloudy part 
Clear Traded with the Indians and made them a present as far 
as my small Stock will allow and they went away, I have had 
from these 180 Wolves 84 Whole Parchment Beaver 64 Half, 
42 small Foxes, and three days Provisions for all Hands. 

29th Monday. Wind Northerly till noon afterwards 
variable Calm Weather, Carpenter, and Sawyers employed in 
their way, The rest Cutting firewood; fitted out Charles 
Isham and James Spence to go away with the Natives to be 
supported for a little time also to Trade Furrs. 

30th Tuesday. Little wind Northerly and Cloudy till noon, 
afterwards Clear sharp Weather, Charles Isham and James 
Spence proceeded on their Journey I have sent with them 
56 lbs. Tobacco, 10 yds. Cloth and 6 Bayonets, also ammunition 
and several other Articles for their own Supplies as the road is 
bad | have sent William Omen, and James Tate with five Dogs 
to Assist them to Isaac Batts Tent where they are to be 
supplied with two Horses; The rest Collecting firewood. 

1st Wednesday. ‘Wind as Yesterday with clear Sharp 
Weather, The men employed as Yesterday In the Evening 
assinnee’ poet man with 6 women arrived with a few Furrs and 
some Provisions to Trade. 

2nd Thursday. Wind variable Weather clear with sharp air 
The men employed Magnus Twatt makeing the men’s 


~Cabbin Doors, The rest cutting firewood Traded with the 


Indians that came Yesterday. 
3rd Friday. Little Wind Easterly Weather much the same 
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as Yesterday Magnus Twatt putting up the men’s bed Places, 
The rest cutting firewood, The Indians went away that came 
the first Instant. 

4th Saturday. Wind Northerly a small Breeze Weather 
part Cloudy, part Clear, The men employed as Yesterday. 

sth Sunday. Wind SEt. a stiff gale with cold raw Cloudy 
Weather; In the Evening Two Canadians arrived from the 
Sturgeon River with a Letter from Mr. Holmes to inform me 
that Cumberland House was soon destroyed after my 
Departure from it, This information I took to be their own 
Inventions, as there has been many false reports made by them 
to the Natives Concerning Us, Sometimes telling the Indians 
that Your Honour’s Ships is cast away, and at other times that 
we are all dying of the small Pox, and what should they go to 
visit us for; If any thing should ever happen to your Honor’s 
Inland Settlements I am Possitive it never will be Executed 
without the assistance of the Canadians as they are for the 
most part a parcle of great villians both Masters and men; 
The master’s give their men goods to Trade with the Indians, 
when they are on there Plantation, If the natives do not chuse 
to Trade with them They wait their oppertunity, and Theive 
the Furrs from the Natives Afterwards telling them the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s Servants Stole them, This I was 
obliged to guard against at Hudson House by keeping a 
Watch all night, and after all 1 had several Scuffles with those 
villians to keep them out of the Tents on our Plantation; The 
aforementioned Letter! I shall preserve for Your Honour’s 
perusual. 

6th Monday. Wind SWt. a small breeze with Cloudy 
Weather; Carpenter employed as on Saturday The rest 
Collecting firewood. 

ath Tuesday. Little wind Southerly, Weather for the most 
part Cloudy with snow at times; The Carpenter as before, The 
rest employed pitching a Tent for Cooking Provisions in. 

8th Wednesday. Calm rimey Weather; Carpenter and 
Sawyers employed in their way, The rest cutting firewood. 


oth Thursday. ‘Nind and Weather as Yesterday, At noon 
1 See Appendix, pp. 296-7. 
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Isaac Batt came home for good, there being no Buffalo to be 
got by reason of the Indians having drove them all off to where 
They are pounding, He informs me that He did not see any of 
the men, that went in search of Him, neither is there any of 
them returned as Yet. 

10th Friday. Wind NWt. a fresh gale with clear sharp 
Weather, In the Evening Charles Isham, James Spence and the 
other two men returned without performing their Journey, 
They inform me that the Indians they went away with was 
begining to be very saucy to them for which reason they very 
prudently returned according to my Orders when they went 
away. I do asure Your Honour’s its Dangerous to send men 
with the Natives at present, as several of them is of a very 
savage nature. 

11th Saturday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday The men 
employed these three days as on Wednesday, In the Evening 
one family of Assin’nee’ poet Indians arrived with a few Furrs 
to rade: 

12th Sunday. Wind as before with a continuance of sharp 
Weather; Traded from the Indians that came Yesterday, 24 
Wolves, 10 Small Foxes and a little dried Provisions, These 
inform me that the Indians have had but poor Success ass yet 
in getting Buffalo in the Pounds. 

13th Monday. Wind W.S.Wt. a fresh gale with Clear sharp 
Weather, Robert Longmoor and myself making Snow Shoe 
frames, The rest employed as last Week Isaac Batt with a 
young Indian proceeded on their Journey to Cumberland 
House 

14th Tuesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday The 
People employed about various Duty. 

15th Wednesday. Wind N.Wt. a stiff breeze Weather as 
before; Carpenter finished the men’s Cabbins, Three men 
getting stuff for Sledes, The rest employed Cutting firewood. 

16th Thursday. Wind as Yesterday with mild Cloudy 
Weather Malchom Ross, and Nicholas Wishart making 
Cloathing for the men, The rest employed Collecting firewood, 
and getting stuff for Sledges In the Evening some Indians 

1 For Tomison’s letter of December 12 to William Walker, see p. 26. 
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arrived, They have brought a few Furrs and a little Provisions 
part of which they Traded and got Drunk. 

17th Friday. Little wind Northerly with drizzling snowey 
weather, The men employed laveling the Bank for a pathway 
to the River; The Indians traded and went away, These have 
brought 30 Wolves, 15 Small Foxes, and some Provisions. 

18th Saturday. ‘Nind variable with Clear sharp Weather, 
The men employed Cutting firewood; At noon three Indians 
arrived, brought twelve Wolves and a trifle of dried Provisions. 

19th Sunday. Wind Easterly a fresh gale with snowey 
Weather, In the Evening one family of Indians arrived from 
the Canadian Settlement, These have been employed hunting 
for them since last Spring. 

20th Monday. Wind SEt. a small breeze with Clear 
moderate Weather, The men employed making Sleds and 
Collecting firewood, Those aforementioned that arrived 
Yesterday being U’Basquea Indians, I have therefore 
employed them to hunt for us, as provisions come in but 
Slowly They have also promised to assist in Carrying down 
Furrs to York Fort next Spring. 

21st Tuesday. little Wind Southerly with cloudy mild 
Weather The people employed, Sent six men for red Deers 
flesh that Our Hunters killed Yesterday The rest Cutting 
firewood, At noon fourteen men and as many Women arrived 
with Furrs and Provisions, These are Assin’nee’poet Indians 
amongst whom are two Leaders both which I rigged with a 
Coat, Shirt Hat, and Stockings, Also presented them with a 
little Brandy. 

22nd Wednesday. Wind S.Wt. a small breeze Weather as 
Yesterday The men employed Magnus Twatt repairing a 
gun, Six men laveling the Bank The rest Cutting firewood 
Traded with the Indians and made them a present They have 
brought 130 Wolves, 21 Whole parchment Beaver, 60 small 
Foxes and Provisions of Sorts 480 lbs. The Trade here will be 
lost for want of Goods especially Brandy Guns, Kettles, and 
Hatchets, of the former no more then seven Kegs, and the 
matter all Traded. 

23rd Thursday. Wind Easterly a fresh breeze with cold raw 
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Cloudy Weather, The people employed Two men making 
Sleds, four men laveling the Bank; The rest felling Firewood, 
The Indians went away early this morning. 

24th Friday. Little Wind Southerly with Clear mild 
Weather, Carpenter hewing stuff for Sleds, Two men sawing 
plank for necessary use, The rest Cutting firewood. 

25th Saturday. Wind N.E. a small Breeze with Cloudy 
warm Weather, Colour’s flying in Honour of the day. At 
noon one family of Assin’nee’poet Indians arrived with a few 
Wolves, and some dried Provisions. 

26th Sunday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday Traded 
with the Indians that came Yesterday, and they went away, 
Sent seven men for Moose flesh, at noon they returned. 

27th Monday. Little wind Northerly Weather Cloudy with 
snow at times, The men employed about various Duty. 

28th Tuesday. Wind variable from S.Wt. to N.Wt. a fresh 
gale with clear Sharp Weather The men employed making 
Sleds and Cutting firewood. 

29th Wednesday. Little wind Northerly Weather as 
Yesterday, in the Evening Two Assinnee’poet Indians came 
for Tobacco They inform me that the others are encamped 
some Distance from hear, but will arrive tomorrow. 

30th Thursday. Wind N.Et. a fresh breeze Weather as 
before In the Evening Twenty men and Twenty four Women 
arrived with furrs and Provisions to Trade These are all 
Assinnee’ poet Indians. 

31st Friday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, The men 
employed these three days past as on Tuesday four men and 
Six Women Set off for the Canadian Settlement, there being 
no Guns, Kettles, nor Hatchets! here to Trade with them, 
Traded with the others and made them a present, They have 
brougt 123 Wolves, Whole parchment Beaver 60, Half 56, 19 


small Foxes and Provisions of Sorts 506 lbs. 


1B.239/a/78, York Factory Journal, August 4, 1780, Humphrey Marten’s 
“ Remarks on Messrs. Tomison and Longmoors Journals” “ Decr. the 31st: 
Four Men and six Women set off from Hudson House for the Canadians to 
Trade, neither Guns, Hatchets or Kettles at your Settlement, a full corroboration 
of what is asserted in Mr. Tomisons letter of Decr. 12. 1779.” 
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1st Saturday. Nind Easterly a stiff breeze with cold raw 1780 
Cloudy Weather, At noon several of the Indians went away. January 

2nd Sunday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday snowed a 
little last night; Sent six men for moose flesh at five OClock in 
the Evening They returned, The rest of the Indians went away. 

3rd Monday. Wind SEt. a fresh gale weather Cloudy with 
snow till the Evening, afterwards Clear sharp Weather The 
people employed, Two men making Sleds, Six men cutting 
firewood, myself with the rest tieing up Furrs. 

4th Tuesday. ‘Wind SWt.a fresh breeze, with clear Weather, 
The men employed as Yesterday, At noon nine Canadians 
arrived from Sturgeon River, to repair their House,! by what I 
can learn from the Natives they are to bring up Goods, here 
again to Trade. 

5th Wednesday. Nind S.Et. a small breeze Weather as 
yesterday, Malchom Ross making Cloathing for Trade, 
Nicholas Wishart making Cloathing for the men, The rest 
employed as before. 

6th Thursday. ‘Nind and Weather as Yesterday, Sent 
Charles Isham a hunting, Malchom Ross, Nocholas Wishart 
employed as Yesterday The rest Collecting firewood and 
making Sleds. 

7th Friday. Calm, cloudy, mild Weather, The men 
employed as Yesterday. 

8th Saturday. Luittle wind from the East quarter Weather 
much the same as Yesterday, The people employed as before, 
In the evening Charles Isham return’d from hunting, He 
informs me that He saw several Buffalo and Shot at them often, 
but without Success. 

9th Sunday. Wind Northerly a fresh gale Weather Clear 
and Sharp. 

10th Monday. Little wind variable with Clear mild Weather, 
Sent Robert Longmoor, Magnus Twatt, and James Sanderson 
a Buffalo hunting, Malchom Ross and Nicholas Wishart 
making Cloathing for Trade. The rest cutting firewood & 
did other odd Jobbs. 


1 This must be a reference to the partly-built house abandoned by James Tute 
on November 20. 
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1780 11th Tuesday. Wind SWt. a fresh breeze with clear sharp 
January Weather, The People employed felling and carrying in 
firewood; Inthe Evening four Sturgeon River Indians arrived, 
These have Come from a Buffalo Pound four days Journey 
from here. They say they have had but little Success as yet by 
reason they are all Southward Indians, that 1s there, and not 
thoroughly acquainted with the method of driving the Buffalo 
into the pound. 
12th Wednesday. Little wind Southerly with clear mild 
Weather The men employed Cutting firewood Traded with 
the Indians that came Yesterday, and made one of them a 
Present for his good behavour to Robert Longmoor last 
Winter, These have brought 26 Wolves, 12 small Foxes, 14 
Whole parchment Beaver, and a trifle of Provisions. 
13th Thursday. Wind SWt. a fresh gale with Clear sharp 
Weather, The men employed Collecting firewood, At noon 
Two Assinnee’Poet Indians arrived with a trifle of Furrs but 
in a starving Condition for want of Food not having eat any 
thing for these four day’s past. 
14th Friday. Little wind Northerly Weather as Yesterday 
The men employed as before, Traded with the Indians that 
came Yesterday, and they went away, Also those that arrived 
the 11th Instant. 
15th Saturday. Wind N.Wt. a small Breeze with Cloudy 
warm Weather; The People Cut firewood, and did other 
necessary Duty within Doors, In the Evening Robert 
Longmoors and the others returned from hunting brought 240 
lbs. Buffalo Flesh, They say that they see plenty of Buffalo but 
could not get nigh to shoot at them it being barren ground. 
16th Sunday. Wind Northerly a strong Gale with snow and 
Drift. 
17th Monday. Wind as Yesterday but did not blow so hard 
Weather Cloudy with low Drift, The men employed, James 
Spence ailing, Magnus Twat lame of his Ancle by falling into a 
Badger hole, When running after a wounded Buffalo, Sent four 
men with five Dogs to bring home moose flesh, that was killed 
yesterday by our Indian Hunters, The rest Cut firewood. 
18th Tuesday. Calm clear Weather, Magnus Twatt still 
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lame, James Spence and William Omen Sick; The rest 1780 
Collecting firewood. January 

19th Wednesday. \Nind Northerly a fresh gale with clear 
sharp Weather, The sick and lame as before The rest employed 
cutting firewood. 

20th Thursday. Wind as Yesterday a stiff gale with drifting 
Weather, Magnus Twat still unfit for Duty James Spence 
something better, William Omen Continues much the same as 
before The rest bringing in Firewood. 

21sthriday. Windand Weather much the sameas Yesterday 
The men employed cutting firewood. James Spence on Duty. 

22nd Saturday. Wind N.Wt. a stiff breeze with a 
continuance of sharp Weather, Six men getting ready for their 
Journey to Cumberland House, The rest Cut firewood, 
William Omen on Duty & Magnus Twatt much better, At 
noon two of the Beaver River Indians arrived brought 40 made 
Beaver in Furrs and a trifle of Provisions, the Chief part of 
which they Traded for Brandy & Cloth. 

23rd Sunday. Little wind variable with clear mild Weather 
The Indians that came Yesterday went away early this 
morning. 

24th Monday. Wind SWt. a fresh breeze with clear sharp 
Weather, The men employed felling and carrying in firewood 
Indeed our Hatchets is so bad that the men Labour hard to 
keep the House in firing, In the Evening Holmes & a number 
of his men arrived at their House with 30 Sleds loads of 
Trading Goods from below, by information from the Natives I 
believe he is going up above about 14 miles! from here. 

26th Tuesday. Wind N.Wt. a fresh gale with cloudy 
Drifting Weather, The men employed cutting firewood fitted 
out Six men for their Journey to Cumberland House to bring 
up some Articles of trading Goods, that is wanted here; In the 
evening an Indian belonging to the U’Basquea tribe came for 
Tobacco, and Ammunition he informs me there is furrs and 
Provisions at his Tent but cannot pitch fast anough this way 
for want of Sleds. 


1J.e., at the Pedlar’s ‘“‘ Middle Settlement ” and Longmoor’s post of season 
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26th Wednesday. Wind N.Et. a small breeze with Cloudy 
mild Weather, The men employed Magnus Twat making a 
Sled, Sent five men to bring Moose flesh, Malchom Ross with 
four more proceeded on their Journey for Cumberland House, 
Vizt. Nicholas Wishart, Edward Wishart, James Sanderson, 
& James Tate, William Gray stays to go along with me, Also 
sent Charles Isham and William Copeland with Dogs and 
Sleds away with the Indians to assist them in; Holmes and his 
retinue set off for above, his saucy pride would not allow him to 
Walk, but is haul’d by a single Horse on a small Sled, He did 
not speak here neither did | give him any invitation as he is a 
proud saucy fellow, In the Evening one family of Assinnee’Poet 
Indians arrived brougt a trifle of Furrs and a small Quantity of 
Provisions. 

27th Thursday. Little wind Southerly with clear mild 
Weather Magus Twat hewing Stuff for sleds.) The rest 
Collecting firewood, Traded with the Indians that came 
Yesterday, and they went away. 

28th Friday. Little wind variable from S.Wt. to Wt. 
Weather Clear and Thaw’d much under the Lee, The men 
employed as Yesterday, In the evening one Tent of the 
Assinnee’ poet Indians arrived, with Provisions and a trifle of 
Furrs, These have been here little more then a month ago. 

29th Saturday. Nind Easterly a small breeze with a 
drizzling snow, Traded with the Indians and they went away, 
took a survey of the Trading Goods, Furrs, Provisions &c 
and Delivered the Charge of Hudson House to Mr. Robert 
Longmoor he signing a receipt for the same. 

WILLIAM ToMISON 


Received of William Tomison the Charge of Hudson 
House, With the Furrs traded, and Trading Goods remaining 
as follows Vizt. Furrs traded 3194 made Beaver, Trading 
Goods remaining 2002; Provisions of Sorts 1000 Ibs. 
Witness my Hand 

Rospert LoncMoor 
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By Mr. Rosertr LoncmMoor 


30th Sunday. This morning Mr. William Tomison and 
one man set off for Cumberland House, About noon four 
Indian men came in with some Provisions and a few Furrs at 
seven in the Evening Three Indian men Came to the House 
with some Furrs from the Beaver Country, Wind Southerly. 

315t Monday. The Indians a trading, P.M. Isaac Batt 
Arrived from Cumberland House, with the Indian that went 
with him, All is very well, But no Packet arrived from York 
Fort, nor no Indians at Present Wind in S.Wt. Quarter. 


A copy of a Letter received from Cumberland House. 


Dated ‘fanuary 4th 1780! 
SIR 
I received your kind Letter the 1st Instant by the 
Bearer Isaac Batt and one home Indian with the greatest Joy 
immaginable to hear of your well being, and all under your 
Command. 

Those false informations it is only as They would have it to 
be was it in their power I never will believe, but they infuse a 
great many bad notions into the Natives minds, Altho. they 
seem to be fair and upright before faces, I do not say they are 
all that way inclind but for the most part. 

Sir my men is very good men, and has never disobeyed my 
Commands. I have had middling success in the fishing way, 
have Caught 253 Sturgeon besides other small Fish since your 
Embarkation, by a Tempest of wind, I had the missfortune to 
lose Two of my Nets, at the setting in of our Lake. The 
U’Basquia Captain and some others arrived after you 
Embarked with Geese and green moose flesh; I gave them all 
the incouragement as I thought realy necessary and they 
seemed to be well Satisfied, but they having so many Houses 
to go They like to be hear, and there, and every where, They 
also did promise that they should return about the middle of 
the Winter, if not sooner but their is no belief in what an 
Indian says; If not for killing a Partridge now and then We 


1 Walker’s copy of this letter is on p. 28. 


1780 
January 


1780 
January 


February 


88 SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


should have had no refreshment of green flesh except one 
Deer, which the Journal will specify: I have not Traded 20 
made Beaver since you embarked, neither have I seen an 
Indians face since the Lake frose over, Except two and they 
could hardly carry themselves, The single Canoe large than 
Common that was to reside at the mouth of the Sturgeon River, 
is about as far again and down withal right in the Track of the 
grass River Indians. ‘The peices of Timber you mentioned 
in your former Packet, I have Collected as many has will be 
sufficient for the purpose. 

Sir I hope you will excuse me if I have not done right in not 
sending up men with Goods &c. You did mention that such 
and such things would be needful which I took in Consideration 
by what the Bearer informed that you was making all the 
Expedition you Could for to dispatch another packet I have 
nothing more to add, but Conclude with my sincere wishes, 
Success to the Accompany’s Affairs wishing you every fecility, 
and so remain, Your most Obedient & Humble Servant, 

Wiii1am WALKER 
P.S. No Packet has Arrived or Else I should have 
sent the Letters the first Oppertunity 
W. W. 


1st Tuesday. This morning the Indians Traded and went 
away. The men employed in Cutting of Firewood Wind in the 
S.E. Quarter with flying Clouds. 

and Wednesday. his day the Carpenter employed making 
of Sleds The rest cutting of Firewood, Clear Weather Wind in 
the S.Wt. Quarter. 

3rd Thursday. The men employed in Cutting of Firewood 
fine Clear Weather with wind at South, I have been informed 
by Isaac Batt, that William Holmes one of the Canadian 
Traders say’d that if any of their men should be killed, this 
year out with the natives, not one Englishman should Leave 
this River this Year.t 

‘B.239/a/78, York Factory Journal, August 4, 1780, Humphrey Marten’s 
“ Remarks on Messrs. Tomison and Longmoors Journals” “ Feby. 3rd: Wm. 


Holmes informs Isaac Batt that should a single Canadian fall by the hands of the 
Indians, not a man of your Honors Servants should be permitted to leave the 
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4th Friday. This morning Isaac Batt, James Spence and 
Charles Isham, I have sent off this morning to Tent Close by 
the Indians Track, that Comes into the Pedlars House above 
with Tobacco to give to them and one to Come in always when 
any Indians is on the way The men employed in Cutting of 
Firewood, Wind in the S.Et. Quarter. 

sth Saturday. Thick Weather with snow all this Twenty 
four hours, The men employed in Cutting of Firewood Wind 
inthe S.E-t. Quarter. 

6th Sunday. Nothing strange only frenchmen night and day 
Passing and repassing betwixt their Houses, wind in the N.Et. 
Quarter with small Snow. 

7th Monday. The men employed in Clearing and Cutting 
all nigh to the house Windin the SWt. Quarter with small snow. 

8th Tuesday. ‘Three men arrived from the Beaver Country 
They was Twelve Nights on their Journey only came for a 
Supply of Tobacco and Ammunition, as they give the account 
that they are all starving for Provisions, But plenty of Furrs, 
men employed Cutting of Firewood, Wind in the SEt. quarter. 

oth Wednesday. At noon Two Indians Arrived with a small 
Quantity of Furrs, and some Provisions, one Stone Indian for 
Tobacco, The men employed getting of Firewood Wind in the 
IN. Et. Quarter. 

10th Thursday. This day the Indians traded ready for going 
away in the morning, The men employed Cutting of Firewood, 
fine weather Wind at South. 

11th Friday. At noon Two Indian men arrived from the 
Southward with a small Quantity of Wolves and Provisions 
men employed in Cutting of Firewood Thick Weather with 
wind at S.Et. 

12th Saturday. The Indians Traded and went off, A.M. The 
men employed in Cutting of Firewood, This day Holmes one 


Sas-ka-che-won River, which I think in plain English amounts to a declaration 
of falling on your Honors Servants as instigators of such murder, this threat is 
bravely tho’ uncoothly answered by Mr. Tomison in his Letter to Longmoor 
dated Feby. 15th in which he says the Canadians are more to be dreaded than 
the Natives. An increase of our numbers would soon intimidate the Canadians 
and ensure safety to your Honors Servants.” 
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of the Canadian Traders went past to their Lower Settlement, 
They are dayly passing and repassing But upon what account 
unknown, their Furrs as they Trade them is sent down and 
Commonly on the night, that the Natives shall not see them. 

13th Sunday. Thick weather with Snow, P.M. one Indian 
man arrived from within, Starving a hunger and no furrs, 
Wind at N.Et. 

14th Monday. The men employed in Cutting of Firewood 
Wind in the S.Et. Quarter with some Snow. 

15th Tuesday. Fine Clear Weather At noon two Indian men 
arrived from the Indians that is lately brought in. I have 
fitted out Magnus Twatt, and William Oman to go along with 
them to bring them in, as they have not been in any ways this 
Year, men employed Cutting of Firewood Wind in the SEt. 
quarter. 

16th Wednesday. This morning the Two men went of with 
the Two Indians, The men employed in Packing of furrs 
Wind in the S.W. Quarter. 

17th Thursday. The men employed a getting of drywood, 
Cloudy with Snow, Wind in the N.E. Quarter. 

18th Friday. AM Before day a great many frenchmen went 
past to their upper house, At noon seven arrived here at their 
old House, Sleds loaded with Provisions and I heard by an 
Indian that Twenty men was Coming down to morrow with 
Furrs, and Provisions So that I think they are afraid and so 
going down ina short time, Thick Snow all these Twenty four 
hours Wind at SEt. men employed Cutting of Firewood. 

19th Saturday. The men employed in getting of dry wood 
Eighteen frenchmen went past with Sleds, Furrs and 
Provisions, Wind in the N.Et. Quarter. 

20th Sunday. fine Clear Weather with wind at South At 
noon Twenty five frenchmen went past with empty Sleds, to 
their upper House. 

21st Monday. P.M. Arrived Holmes and all his men from 
their upper house, put up at their old House at dark, five 
Indians arrived here for Tobacco, The Indians to arrive 
tomorrow, At noon the men employed in Cutting of Firewood, 


Wind in the N.E. Quarter. 
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22nd Tuesday. This day the frenchmen stay’d thinking for 
to Trade the Indians, or to take them Down with them to their 
House below, but there words had very little Impression, the 
most has Traded here, at Night One Stone Indian Arrived for 
Tobacco, men employed taking Care of the Natives going out 
being in Liquor Wind in the S.Et. Quarter. 

23rd Wednesday. ‘This day the Indians Trading, the master 
of the Canadian House stay’d still the Stone Indians arrived 
to have all down with them, but very few did Comply with what 
Speeches they Could make at 3 P.M. all the Canadians 50 men 
in Number set off with every thing, The Natives still Trading, 
men employed in Taking Care of the Natives going out and 
in. 
24th Thursday. At 10 A.M. finished of Trading of furrs 
and Provisions, with the Cree Indians, all gone off P.M. trading 
with the Stone and some Cree Indians that arrived at Night, at 
ten the Brandy all Expended So that I am afraid if that the men 
from Cumberland be Long of arriving it will greatly hurt our 
trade here Fine Weather with wind at South. 

25th Friday. All this day employed in Trading Provisions 
with the Stone Indians The men attending the Indians 
Trading P.M. at 6 finished Trading fine Clear Weather with 
wind at S.Wt. 

26th Saturday. This morning the Stone Indians went off 
The men employed in Stowing away the Provisions P.M. Two 
tents of Indians Arrived and Traded a few Skins for Iron Work 
and Tobacco, but has I had no Brandy, They are going to 
the Canadians, fine Weather with wind in the S.Wt. 
Quarter. 

27th Sunday. This morning the Indians went off for the 
french House, all only one man, that only Came in to Hunt and 
to be ready to bring Birchrinde for Canoes, fine Weather with 
wind at SWt. 

28th Monday. The men employed in Cutting of dry Wood. 
P.M., The men Arrived from Cumberland House After a 
Journey of Twelve days with a small Quantity of Trading 
Goods which will not last Long, Fine Weather with wind at 
S.Wt. 
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A copy of a Letter from Mr. Willm. Tomison! 


CuMBERLAND House Febry. 15th 1780. 
Ropert LonGMooR 
SIR 
After a Journey of fourteen days I arrived safe at 

Cumberland House where I found all well, thank God for it. 

I have sent by the Bearer the following Articles of Trading 
Goods Vizt. Brandy Gns. 374, Guns of 4 Foot two, 34 foot 
two, Hatchets middling 10, Small fourteen, Kettles of 2 
gallons No. 1 Weights 44 lbs. of 1} gallon No. 1 Weight 35 
Ibs., Shot low India 28 lbs, Knives large roach 24 Kegs of two 
Gns. two; The Goods now Sent with what I left at Hudson 
House amount to 2263 made Beaver, Which Goods You are 
now to be very careful of the Expenditure thereof, The Brandy 
Especially You will do well to preserve a little to procure 
Birchrind, Also against the Canoe building as I am fully 
persuaded that is the only article that will forward any thing 
of that kind I expect by your Vigiliance, and the assistance 
of Magnus Twatt that you will get two or three Canoes built 
at the House, If you should have more furrs then you can 
Conveniently carry down, you will therefore do well to send 
off What spare men you may have, as soon as the River is Open 
with Furrs and Provisions resting the same about half way 
down, Only one Canoe which is to come here to inform me 
thereof, The rest returning back to you as Expedicious as 
Possible; I have sent three net Lines for the above purpose. 

You are also to guard against the Insults of the Canadians, 
as they are more to be dreaded then the Natives. Mr. Holmes 
told Isaac Batt on his Journey to this Place, that if he had any 
regard for himself, he would keep in the plains, for if the 
Natives should fall on them, as they did Last year, They should 
not a man of us go past them alive, You may tell him from me 
that he must be a man of greater property and better principals, 
before he can talk in that Daring insulting manner, against the 
Hudson’s Bay Company’s Servants; When they are not 
meddling with him You may also tell him he need not think 


1'Tomison’s copy of this letter is on p. 35. 
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to frighten Us with his Daring Language for Scotchmen can 1780 
kill as well as Irishmen can, I conclude wishing Success to the February 
Company’s Affairs, Health and Happiness to you & all under 
your Command 
& remain Your most 
Humble Servant. 

P.S. Please to inform Isaac Batt that it is greatly against 
my Orders he should have any Correspondance with the 
Canadians upon any Account Whatever. 


29th Tuesday. ‘Two Tents of Indians Arrived here with a 
Small Quantity of Furrs trading for Liquor, The men 
employed attending the Indians going out and in, fine Weather 
with Wind at W.N.W. 

1st Wednesday. The men employed in Cutting of Firewood March 
Three or four Indians went past from the french this morning, 
which gives them a very bad name, fine Weather with Wind at 
W.N.Wt. 

2nd Thursday. The men employed Packing of Furrs, at Six 
P.M. One Indian Arrived only himself and his Wife, to Trade 
a little Tobacco, fine Weather with Wind at S.Wt. 

3rd Friday. This Day the men employed in Clearing of the 
Plantation of rubbish and Snow, Fine Weather with wind at 
S.Wt. 

4th Saturday. ‘Vhe first part rain and Sleet, P.M. Hard gales 
of Wind and snow Six Tents of Indians Arrived here at Night 
from the Beaver Country Trading all Night for Brandy, for 
Nothing Else is thought off amongst them and as for my Small 
Stock is nothing to what I could wish; Wind at N.W. 

sth Sunday. ‘This morning the Indians Trading part going 
Down to the french House as I have no Liquor to give them 
to carry away as they want; As for Canoe building I most save 
Brandy or Else I shall not get any with[out] it but I shall do as 
far as lay’s in my Power, Cold blowing Weather with wind at 
IN. Et. 

6th Monday. This day finished Trading with the Indians, 
and most of them gone Back to where They came from the 
Swampy Ground, Stone Indians went past, A.M. Some of them 
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1780 ‘Traded a little Tobacco and Iron Work, as they went past men 
March employed in packing of the Furrs, Wind in the S.E. Quarter 

with fine Weather. 

7th Tuesday. The men employed in Cutting of firewood 
P.M. James Spence and Charles Isham Arrived from the plains, 
where they left Isaac Batt for want of Provisions, Also five 
Indian men Came with them with some Furrs and a Little 
Provisions. ‘Traded as soon as they Arrived, to be ready to go 
off in the morning Cold weather with Snow with wind at 
NEC. 

8th Wednesday. The men Employed in Cutting firewood 
Three Indian men arrived here from the french House, which 
promised to Build Canoes, but they have put them past it, So 
that was I to give them ever so they will not Comply, They have 
had a great deal at Different times for Encouragement and all 
in vain Thick Weather wind at N.EFt. 

gth Thursday. This day the men employed in Cutting of 
drywood and Carrying it home Cold weather with wind at 
N.Et. with some small snow. 

10th Friday. The men employed in Cutting of Wood Wind 
in the N.E. Quarter, 

11th Saturday. The men employed in Cutting of dry Wood 
A.M. The Stone Indians went past from the french House 
Cloudy Weather with wind at North. 

12th Sunday. ‘The men employed in putting the snow off 
the Canoes, one Indian Leader arrived only one young man 
with him, and I have given great Encouragement to take 
Birch-rinde and to bring it in if Possible to get him to Build 
Canoes; fine Weather with wind at North. 

13th Monday. This day the men employed packing of Furrs 
six young Men Arrived for Tobacco and I cannot afford to give 
them any, as I am obliged to take care of a large Stock to give 
to Indians to take Birchrinde to build Canoes, and Likewise 
Brandy | am sertain this Year your Honour’s will at Least be 
at the Loss of ten Thousand Beaver in this River, for want of 
nothing but Goods, but this is the Best Year of furrs that ever 
I heard off in this Quarter, fine Weather with wind at N.Et. 

14th Tuesday. ‘This day a great many Indians went past 
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from the frenchmen The men Clearing the Plantation Wind at 
5. Et. 

15th Wednesday. Four men employed along with two Indian 
men getting of wooden work for Canoe building The rest 
employed in Cutting of Firewood This day the old snake went 
past to the french House; it is only Vexation to be in this 
Place with such a small Quantity of Goods; for the Indians is 
daily passing and nothing left to Trade with them, fine Weather 
with wind at South. 

16th Thursday. Six men employed with the Indians about 
Canoe Work. The rest Clearing of the Plantation fine Weather 
with wind at S.Wt. 

17th Friday. Robert Longmoor and three men Employed 
in getting of Wooden Work to build a large Caneo. The 
Indians and English Employed as before fine Weather with 
Wind at S.Et. 

18th Saturday. This Day employed as the day before fine 
Weather with wind in the S.Wt. quarter. 

19th Sunday. This day several Indians passed here to the 
french House, It is nothing Stands in your honours way only 
for want of men and Goods, fine Weather with wind at South. 

20th Monday. Three Indian men, and four English 
Employed in getting of Canoe worke, The rest employed in 
Cutting of firewood, Indians daily passing to the french House. 

215¢ Tuesday, The men employed in Cutting of Firewood 
Cold Weather, with wind at N.Et. and hailey Showers. 

22nd Wednesday. This day Magnus Twatt, and William 
Oman Arrived with the Indians from the Beaver Country, I 
had a Small quantity of Brandy for them, but their Leaders 
could not persuade them to build Canoes so that they all went 
to the Canadians Traders sore against their wills, as for there 
Trade I am Certain in this one Company was upwards of four 
thousand Beaver Twenty-five Tents as full as they Could 
Stow I am Certain that your Honours has lost in Trade in 
this River about Sixteen Thousand Beaver! only for want of 

1 B.239/a/78, York Factory Journal, August 4, 1780, Humphrey Marten’s 


“Remarks on Messrs. Tomison and Longmoors Journals” ‘ March the 22nd : 
Longmoor is sure no less than sixteen Thousand made Beaver hath been lost at 
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men and Goods At night Isaac Batt Arrived, Wind in the 
IN 

23rd Thursday. This Day the Indians went off to the french 
house, Two tents went back from here The men employed in 
Cutting firewood; Hard freezing Weather with wind at N.Et. 

24th Friday. The men employed as the Day before a hard 
frost with wind at N.Et. 

25th Saturday. Six men employed along with the Indians 
about Canoes work The rest employed in Cutting firewood, 
fine Weather with wind at SWt. 

26th Sunday. This Day a great many Indians went past 
almost Crying for want of their Suply’s for the Summer and 
fall, not one Gun would the Canadians Trade with them so that 
I fear that the next Year will be a bad furr Year Wind N.Et. 

27th Monday. This day four men employed with the Indians 
making of Woodwork for Canoes The rest packing of Furrs 
fine Weather with wind at N.Wt. 

28th Tuesday. hard freezing Weather with wind at N.Et. 
The men employed Cutting of Firewood. 

29th Wednesday. The men Employed as the day before 
Cold Weather with wind in the N.E. Quarter. 

30th Thursday. ‘This Day sixteen men went past to the 
french House with the last of there Trade, I have got one to 
stop to build a Canoe, to go to Cumberland House, The men 
employed in Cutting of Firewood, hard frost with Wind at 
SEt. 

31st Friday. Ward gales of wind with a hard frost and 
Hailly Showers The men employed Cutting of dry wood. 
Wind in the N.Et. quarter. 


Hudson House for want of Goods. Hudson House is finely situated for Trade 
many Tribes of Indians that were not heard of till lately came there to Trade, 
was a bold stroke immediately struck it would be the grandest Mart of Trade 
in all the Northern parts of North America, was an Orkney Boat builder sent to 
Cumberland House, Boats might be built to carry four, five or six T’ons burthen, 
but no less number than One Hundred Men would be able to perform the 
requisite duties ; this number will certainly surprize your Honors, but by what 
I can learn I will venture my Neck if such a number were Inland under the 
direction of Messrs. Tomison and Longmoor a Fifty Thousand skin Trade 
would in a few years be sent from York Fort.” 
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1st Saturday. his day the men employed in Cutting of 
firewood Hard gales of wind at N.Wt. with snow. 

and Sunday. A.M. at six oClock a parcle of Indian women 
Arrived here from the french House with the news that the 
frenchmen came on the night and Carryed all the men back on 
account of one of there men went off Two days ago to hunt 
Partridges, and is not yet arrived, so that they think that some 
of the Indians has killed him but how it will End is unknown, 
It is a pitty that Goverment should allow such a parcle of 
villians to spoil the Natives, for it is all their own doings if they 
where all to be killed, as the Canadians is far Superior in 
Number, They are dayly threatning of us altho under an 
English Goverment, as well as we are, Wind at West. 

3rd Monday. ‘This day all the Indians has left of all thought 
of building Canoes, on account of the Canadians, Threatnings, 
After all the great Expences for Canoes, I am not shure of 
one, The men employed Cutting of Firewood, Cloudy Weather 
with snow and wind at S.Et. 

4th Tuesday. This morning the Indians passed by from 
the french House, one Indian that was to build Canoes was 
Confined is arrived, But the frenchman is not found as yet The 
Indians tells me the few of themselves that was Confined are 
all set at Liberty, the men employed Clearing the Plantation 
Cloudy Weather with wind at East with Haily Showers. 

5th Wednesday. Robert Longmoor and Two men Employed 
getting of wooden Work The rest Cutting of Firewood Cloudy 
with wind at S.Et. 

6th Thursday. his day the men employed as the day 
before, two young men Arrived here at night, for Tobacco 
for Indians Building Canoes, Sent accordingly to one Chief; 
Cloudy Weather with wind at South. 

7th Friday. Robert Longmoor, and 9 men went off at 6 
oClock A.M. along with six Indians to fetch Birchrinde to 
build Canoes, Malchom Ross! Left in Care of the House The 
men that remains Cutting of firewood Warm Weather Wind 
at South. 

8th Saturday. This day Six Indians passed here for the 

* He presumably continued the journal until Longmoor’s return on the 14th. 
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french House as our Goods is done with Their furrs, The men 
employed Cutting the rubbish and Burning of it, fine Weather 
wind at South. 

gth Sunday. This day Clear Weather to twelve oClock 
A.M. Latter part rain with Hail and snow and hard gales of 
wind. 

10th Monday. The men employed Cutting of firewood 
Small Snow in the morning the latter part Clear Weather 
Wind at W.S.Wt. 

11th Tuesday. This day employed as the day before one 
Indian arrived here to build Canoes at night hard gales of wind 
at'S. Wt. 

12th Wednesday. This day employed as the day before fine 
Clear Weather, and very hot Wind at N.Et. 

13th Thursday. Some Geese flying and Ducks hot Weather, 
Employed burning off the rubbish about the house Wind at 
S.W. 

14th Friday. This day A.M. Robert Longmoor and the men 
and Indians Arrived with the Birchrinde for Canoes at night 
I gave them Seven gallons of Brandy which:I was obliged to 
promise before any would Consent to build one, or Else we 
must go without I have seven built by the Indians, and Two 
myself one as large as the Canadian Coneos that will carry a 
Tone and a half for this River, fine Weather with wind at South, 
The men that was at home employed Burning of the rubbish 
about the House. 

15th Saturday. The men employed falling of Timber for 
Plank, next fall for flooring the House, The river almost at 
breaking up, fine Weather with wind at South. 

16th Sunday. This Day P.M. the river broke up Some 
Indians Arrived, here from the french House, and they © 
informed me they have built a large Wooden Boat flat bottom’d? 


1 Elsewhere flat-bottomed boats were already familiar to the Hudson’s Bay 
Company. ‘They were the regular means of transport on the Albany when 
Philip Turnor surveyed that river in 1779, and Turnor likewise found them used 
on the Moose River in 1781 (Tyrrell, Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 287). 
See also The Beaver (Hudson’s Bay Company, Winnipeg), March, 1949, R. 
Glover, “ York Boats”, pp. 19-23. 


APRIL 16-26, 1780 99 


that will carry about four Tons to go down this River, Hot 
Weather with wind at South. 

17th Monday. The men employed in Cutting of wood and 
Clearing about the House a great deal of Ice going in the River 
fine Weather with wind at S.Wt. 

18th Tuesday. This morning sent off four men with the 
Indian Young fellows for to kill Buffelo, and bring home 
green meat, Hard gales with wind at S.Et. 

19th Wednesday. The men part employed with the Indians 
about Canoe work the rest felling Next Winters firewood & 
Clearing of the Plantation, hard Gales at 3. t. 

20th Thursday. The men employed Cutting of firewood 
and part with the Indians Hard gales at SEt. 

21st friday. Ward gales of wind and rain at SEt. The 
latter part Snow. 

22nd Saturday. All this Day rain with hard gales of wind at 
INGE. 

23rd Sunday. The first part thick Weather with rain the 
Latter Clear with wind at South. 

24th Monday. This day the Indians employed building of 
Canoes all day, five men assisting of them; The rest Clearing 
the Plantation, fine Weather with wind at South. 

25th Tuesday. ‘This day four Indian men arrived here from 
the french House, and told all the Indians here that they was 
desired by the Canadian Traders, to acquaint all the Indians 
here a building of Conoes, that if they had a mind to Live to 
leave off and go away; for it was their Intentions to Stop the 
River, and kill all the English in going down and Indians if in 
Company; to go to any of our Forts below, I suppose a 
purpose to frighten them; This day, I have built a large 
Canoe Wind at S.Et. 

26th Wednesday. The men employed in falling of wood, 
and Clearing of rubbish about the House, The Indians 
building of Canoes P.M. The four men that has been a 
hunting arrived along with the Indians with nothing nor no 
Buffelo, also one Indian man from the woody Hill to build a 
Canoe to go down to Cumberland House fine Weather with 
wind at South. 
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27th Thursday. The men Employed Cutting of Timber 
for flooring for the House, the next fall, Mr. Tomison desired 
that I might send down a Canoe as soon as the river Broke up, 
but as their will be so many Canoes I shall be able to take all 
down at once, but I cannot spare a man Besides I do not love 
to trust a Single Canoe alone, fine Weather with wind at S.Wt. 

28th Friday. This day employed as the day before P.M. 
with some small Showers of Rain Wind at W.S.Wt. 

29th Saturday. he Indians Employed in Building as yet 
The men Clearing of the Plantation Cloudy with with some 
Rain, Wind at N.Ft. 

30th Sunday. Rain all this Twenty-four hours with wind at 
NEt. | 

1st Monday. This day all hands Employed about Canoe 
mending and assisting of the Indians with their new Canoes 
four men Assisting of me, fine Weather with wind at South. 

and Tuesday. his day the men employed as the day before 
Hard gales of wind in the S.Wt. Quarter. 

3rd Wednesday. his day rain for the most part of they 
day The men employed Cutting of wood, and Clearing of the 
Plantation; Wind in the S.Wt. Quarter. 

4th Thursday. all the men employed about Canoe work and 
putting up Provisions ready for going Down P.M. one Indian 
arrived which informs me that the Canadians is all gone down, 
three days ago wind at W.N.Wt. 

sth Friday. All hands Employed as the Day before all the 
Indian Women Pitching of Canoes fine Weather with wind 
at N.Wt. 

6th Saturday. This day all employed as the day before Hard 
gales of wind in the N.Wt. Quarter with flying Showers of 
Rain. 

oth Sunday. his day the men Employed Packing the last 
of the Trade, fine Weather with wind at North. 

8th Monday. All Employed in making ready for Embarking 
tomorrow morning The Canoes all ready this night for Loading 
the morrow morning, A.M. Three Indian Canoes went off to 
hunt before, Hard gales of Wind at N.FEt. 

gth Tuesday. A.M. at nine all the Canoes loaded half past 
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Embarked Ten New Canoes, Nine of which is middle Sized, 1780 
one 28 foot Long four foot five wide Hard gales of wind in the May 
N.E. Quarter, P.M. at three put up for wind at Night all the 
Indians Came up with us 32 Canoes in all, The Indians 
Employed to Carry as much as they can, Besides what they have 
of their own. 

10th Wednesday. At 5 A.M. Embarked blowing hard at 
N.Et. the latter part fine Weather paddling in Strong Currents 
Distance about 50 miles, at six put up to overhale some of the 
Canoes. 

11th Thursday. Hard rain A.M. at Eight oClock Cleared 
up, half past Embarked fresh gales of wind at N.Et. Distance 
about 45 miles. 

12th Friday. At 7 oClock A.M. Embarked, Small rain the 
latter part hard Gales of wind at N.Et. Distance about 40 
miles at six put up. 

13th Saturday. At five A.M. Embarked hard gales of wind 
at N.Et. at 3 P.M. put up for Wind Distance about 25 miles. 

14th Sunday. A.M. at four Embarked fine Clear Weather 
with moderate wind, at ten hard gales of wind at 2 was obliged 
to put up for wind a good many Canoes with only one man. 

15th Monday. Half past four A.M. Embarked Hard gales of 
wind all this Day with flying Showers of Rain at Six put up 
about five miles from Cumberland House Distance made 
about 40 miles wind in the S.Et. Quarter. 

16th Tuesday. at four A.M. Embarked and at six arrived at 
Cumberland House. The first part Cloudy with rain The 
Latter part fresh gales of wind in SEt. Quarter. 

Rozsert LoncmMoor 


* The Hudson House journal (B.87/a/3) is continued on po 150: 
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A Journal of the most 
remarkable Transactions and Occurrences 
at Cumberland House from 8th June 1780 
to 7th June 1781 
Also Correspondence 
by 


Mr. William Tomison Master 


B.49/a/10. ‘This is a stiff paper-covered journal of forty-five folios and the 
title on p. 103 appears on a label on the front cover. It continues the Cumberland 
House journal from p.55, the end of B.49/a/9. 


Cumberland House America Anno Domini. 1781 


Journal By Mr. William Tomison 
containing Transactions and Occurrences &ca. 
from June the 8th 1780 to June 1781 


By Witiiam Wa tker! 


8th Thursday. Wind variable hot sultry weather with gufs of 1780 
wind, at noon Mr. Tomison, and four embarked accompanied June 
by one Indian Canoe, one tent of Indians still on the Plantation. 

gth Friday. \Nind Easterly with small Showers of rain. The 
Men employed stowing away the old Canoes that was left, 
and cutting a little firewood, at noon one Canoe arrived brought 
a little Moose flesh which Traded. 

10th Saturday. Wind N.E.a middling stiff Breeze, Weather 
as before, the Men about necessary Jobbs about the House. 

11th Sunday. Wind Northerly a middling stiff Breeze, 
Cloudy weather, at noon arrived 8 Canoes from the Athopuscow 
Country with a few furs to trade, Traded a little Liquor with 
them, according to my stock, it being so small in quantity, I 
am obliged to be saving that in case any Strangers should 
come, that I can oblige them with a little, For it is the only 
Article they look upon, the Canoe that arrived the 9th Instant 
went away. 

12th Monday. WNind Easterly a middling stiff Breeze, part 
Cloudy & part clear, My-self and one man trading with those 
that arrived Yesterday, the rest mending the House, gave them 


1 In 1779 the Governor and Committee instructed that Walker was “ to be 
employed as Assistant to Our Chief” (A.6/12, fo. 133d.), but on September 11, 
1780, Humphrey Marten and Council replied: “... We think William 
Walker to be of a temper too unsettled to be an Assistant to the Chief at York 
Fort, and much fitter for Inland Duties ” (A.11/116, fo. 72). Matthew 
Cocking did not agree with Marten and wrote to the Governor and Committee 
on the same day: “ William Walker . . . labours under the dislike of your Chief 
at this Place [York] and the Master at Cumberland House. But Gentlemen I 
am sorry that I must say I believe it is chiefly through prejudice . . .”. (Ibid., 
fo. 69). 
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what encouragement I could & they seemingly well pleased, 
They have promised to come here the next Spring. In the 
Evening one canoe arrived brought a few furs, He asked me 
for a little Liquor, but I refused, being that I had denied 
trading any more with the aforesaid people, but after they 
embarked, I dont’ refuse letting him have a little to carry away 
with him. My stock is but small makes me allowance them so 
closely. 

13th Tuesday. Wind S.E. a moderate Breeze, Clear hot, 
Sultry weather, The Athopus,cow Indians & the single Canoe 
that arrived Yesterday evening went away, The Men employed 
tying up Furs, at noon one Canadian Canoe arrived for three 
bags of Indian Corn, that they had laid up here, They asked 
me to Trade with them, but that I refused. In the Night one 
Canoe of Indians arrived witha little Moose flesh which Traded. 

14th Wednesday. ‘Wind S.W. a moderate breeze, clear hot 
sultry weather, The Men employed about sundry Duties in 
Doors. 

15th Thursday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday and the Men employed as Yesterday, Moschettos 
very numerous. 

16th Iriday. Wind variable moderate weather ’till noon, 
then blowed fresh at N.E. Cloudy with small showers of rain, 
The Men employed weeding the Garden. 

17th Saturday. Wind variable a middling stiff Breeze, clear 
Weather the Men employed getting their Hatchets in 
readiness for felling Firewood, one Man & myself repairing 
an old Canoe for looking at the nets. 

18th Sunday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff Breeze, clear 
weather Read Divine Service. 

19th Monday. Wind S.E. a middling stiff Breeze, clear 
weather The Men employed net making & setting of 3 small 
fishing Nets At noon arrived three Canoes, but did not bring 
any with them. 

20th Tuesday. Wind & Weather the same as Yesterday, 
The Men employed as before, the three Canoes that arrived 
here Yesterday, & some others that was here before went away 
small success from our Nets. 
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21st Wednesday. Wind S.E. a moderate Breeze, part clear 1780 
part cloudy, The Men employed two making a fishing Net June 
and two Looking at some we set the rgth Instant, very little 
success from them. 

22nd Thursday. Wind variable cloudy weather, and at noon 
rained very hard. The Men employed, two making a Net & 
two at the fishing Nets very little from them. 

23rd Friday. Wind W.B.N. with a hard gale, cloudy 
weather with rain at times. The Men employed, two Net 
making & two working in the Garden. 

24th Saturday. Nind variable from West to N.E. with 
Boisterous weather, The Men employed, two sideing the 
foresaid small fishing [net] & two Men at the fishing nets, very 
little from them the water in the Lake raising very fast. 

25th Sunday. Wind variable a middling stiff Breeze, the 
fore part of the Day, but at noon calm’d, & very hot & sultry 
clear weather, two Men looking at the nets, Very little from 
them, took up one being much damaged by the late Winds. 

26th Monday. Wind S.E. a moderate Breeze Cloudy hot 
sultry weather, The Men employed, two setting two small 
fishing Nets taking two up to mend & refresh the twine & two 
emptying the Water out of the cellar. 

27th Tuesday. ‘Nind much the same, but calm & towards 
evening cloudy, two Men looking at the Nets & two net 
mending only 3 small fish to Day. 

28th Wednesday. \‘Nind much the same as yesterday, but 
clear hot sultry weather all the day, two Men at the fishing 
nets, only 2 Pike, & two Men employed about the House. 

29th Thursday. Wind S.E. ’till noon then variable with 
Thunder Lightning & rain, at noon 8 Canoes arrived with a 
few furs & a little Victuals, the Men employed as yesterday 
a few fish from the nets. 

30th Friday. ‘Wind & Weather much the same, but more 
Boisterous than Yesterday Trading a few skins from them that 
arriv'd arrived Yesterday, The Men employed as before 3 
Tickameg from our nets to Day. 

Ist Saturday. WWind N.E. a hard gale of wind with Spots of July 
rain the Men employed as before 1 Pike from our Nets. 
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and Sunday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff Breeze, 
Cloudy weather with great Showers of rain, two Men 
overhauling the fishing Nets caught 10 Tickameg. 

3rd Monday. Wind Westerly a moderate Breeze, Rain most 
part of the Day, The Men overhauling the Nets, caught one 
Tickameg 6 Canoes that arrived on Thursday went away, 4 of - 
which are intended to hunt nigh here and as soon has they kill 
a Beast to return with green flesh. 

4th Tuesday. Wind N.W. a middling stiff Breeze, part. 
Cloudy and part clear, two Men overhauling the Nets caught 
4 Tickameg & two mending a net, In the Evening the 4 
Canoes that went a hunting on Monday arrived brought 
nothing. 

sth Wednesday. ‘Wind Westerly a moderate Breeze, fine 
weather, those that arrived Yester-even went away & all their 
families two Men overhauling the Nets, caught 3 Tickameg & 
setting another small one, & two net mending. 

6th Thursday. Wind S.W. a moderate Breeze, clear warm 
weather, The Men employed as Yesterday, caught 8 Tickameg 
at the Nets. 

7th Friday. Wind variable squally weather, the Men 
employed as before caught 3 Tickameg. 

8th Saturday. ‘Wind Westerly a middling stiff Breeze. The 
Men employed two at the Nets, caught 4 Tickameg and 2 
pike and two doing necessary Jobbs about the House. 

gth Sunday. Wind variable sometimes moderate, othertimes 
windy, read Divine Service. 

10th Monday. Wind S.E. a moderate breeze, part Cloudy 
and part clear, The Men overhauling the fishing nets and net 
mending caught 10 Tickameg and 1 pike. 

11th Tuesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, the Men 
employed as before, caught 2 Tickameg and set a small Net 
& took up another. 

12th Wednesday. Wind S.W.a moderate fine Breeze, clear 
weather caught 30 small Gold eye’d Fish,! and net mending. 

1 J. Richardson, Fauna Boreali-Americana; or the Zoology of the Northern Parts 


of British America ... Part Third The Fish (London, 1836), p. 232, Hiodon 
Chrysopsis (Richardson). ‘The Naccaysh. ‘“‘ This singular and beautiful little 
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13h Thursday. Wind variable a middling stiff Breeze, 
clear weather, the Men employed, two Net making, and two 
looking at the fishing nets, caught 5 Tickameg, 6 Gold Kye’d 
fish & 1 pike. In the Evening one Canoe arriv’d brought a 
little moose flesh, but it had been too long: kept for some part 
of it was running over with maggots. 

14th Friday. Wind Westerly a moderate Breeze, clear 
weather, The Men employed as Yesterday, caught 2 Tickameg 
& 20 Gold eye’d fish, the Canoe that arrived Yesterday went 
away, I Traded the Moose flesh for their better encouragement. 

15th Saturday. Wind N.W. a hard gale, weather the same 
till noon The Men Net making & mending. 

16th Sunday. Wind N.W. a hard Gale weather the same 
‘till noon then abated & the wind varied to S.W. 

17th Monday. Wind and weather the same as Yesterday, 
The men employed felling firewood. 

18th Tuesday. Wind variable a moderate Breeze, clear 
weather, The men employed, two net making & two looking 
at two nets, and setting two more, at noon 4 Canoes arrived 
with Provisions, only 2 small fish to Day. 

19th Wednesday. Wind variable hot sultry weather, The 
Men employed, two net making & two looking at the fishing 
Nets caught 2 Tickameg, the Indians that arrived Yesterday 
went away. 

20th Thursday. Nind Easterly a moderate Breeze Clear 
Weather The Men employed as Yesterday, caught 2 Tickameg 
and 1 perch. 

21st friday. Wind S.E. a moderate Breeze, hot sultry clear 
weather, The Men employed two Net making, & two looking 
at the fishing Nets, 3 Tickameg 1 pike and 10 Gold Eye’d fish, 


set another net. 


fish inhabits the lakes which communicate with the Saskatchewan, in the 53rd 
and 54th parallels of latitude, but does not approach nearer to Hudson’s Bay 
than Lake Winipeg . . . The Naccaysh is taken during the summer months only, 
and in small numbers, in the gill-nets set for other fish. It bites eagerly at an 
artificial fly or worm, but angling is seldom practised in the fur countries. Its 
flesh is white, resembling that of the perch in flavour, and excelling it in 
Tichness ...””. 
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22nd Saturday. \Nind Southerly a middling stiff breeze, 
part Cloudy and part clear weather, the Men employed as 
yesterday, caught a few gold Eye’d fish to Day. 

23rd Sunday. Nind Southerly a stiff Breeze, part Cloudy 
& part Clear, The Men looking at the fishing Nets, caught a 
few Gold Eye’d fish, at noon one Canoe arrived brought a little 
moose flesh. 

24th Monday. Wind Westerly a stiff Breeze, clear weather, 
The Men employed, two making & mending & two at the 
Fishing nets very little from them. 

25th Tuesday. Wind W.B.N. a stiff Breeze clear weather, 
The Men employed felling firewood, the Canoe that arrived 
on the 23d went away. 

26th Wednesday. Wind Westerly with squally weather, 
small showers of rain, The Men employed about necessary 
Jobbs Indoors, and took up our fishing Nets very little from 
them. 

27th Thursday. \Nind Westerly a moderate Breeze, Clear 
Weather The Men employed Net mending, and setting two 
fishing nets. 

28th friday. Wind variable squally weather, part clear, & 
part cloudy with Thunder & rain, 8 Tickameg from our nets 
& two net mending. 

29th Saturday. Wind variable weather as Yesterday, two 
Men employed Net mending & two overhauling the nets, 4 
Tickameg & 1 pike. 

30th Sunday. Wind variable, weather part cloudy & part 
clear read Divine Service for the Day. 

31st Monday. Wind N.W. a stiff Gale, weather part clear, 
part cloudy 8 Tickameg & 1 pike, the Men employed felling 
firewood for the Winter. 

1st Tuesday. Wind variable, and clear weather ’till the 
evening and then W.B.N. a hard Gale, cloudy, with Thunder, 
and Lightning The Men employed two setting two fishing 
Nets about a mile below us, no luck from those above, & two 
getting Stones for repairing the Chimney’s In the Evening one 
Canoe arrived brought a few skins. 

2nd Wednesday. ‘Wind Westerly a moderate Breeze, part 
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cloudy & part clear, The Canoe that came Yesterday, traded 
& went away, Two Men employed repairing the Mens 
Chimney, and two at the Nets caught 12 Gold eye’d fish and 
took two nets up. 

3rd Thursday. Wind N.E. cloudy rainy weather, the Men 
employed as Yesterday caught 30 small fish. 

4th Friday. Wind N.W. inthe morning cloudy, But at noon 
clear calm hot sultry weather, the Men employed as before, 
caught 20 small fish, In the Evening 3 Canoes arrived brought 
a little poor dryed moose flesh. 

5th Saturday. Nind variable, part clear, part Cloudy, the 
Men employed, two working at the Chimney’s, & two looking 
at the Nets, and net mending, very little from them. 

6th Sunday. Wind N.W. a stiff Breeze, clear weather, read 
Divine Service. 

7th Monday. Nesterly Wind a moderate Breeze, clear 
weather the Men employed as Yesterday, at Noon arrived 21 
Canoes of Indians whose families most of them are belonging 
to those who accompanied our people down, brought very little 
or any thing with them, This day my Liquor being ended, 
these Indians would not trade any other Article, but made great 
feasts, untill they was out. 

8th Tuesday. Wind Westerly, a moderate Breeze, clear 
weather the Men employed mending the Mens Chimney & 
minding the House that the Natives dont Damage any thing 
belonging to us, This Morning arrived 17 Canoes of 
Pigogomew Indians with Provisions & a few furs, But they 
seemingly down in the Mouth because there is no Liquor, At 
Noon also arrived one Indian Canoe, with Moose flesh which 
I Traded some of it. 

9th Wednesday. Wind S.B.W. a moderate Breeze, clear 
weather Traded the half of those Canoes that arrived 
Yesterday and they went went away, hey Traded mostly 
Tobacco, being that there was no Brandy the rest still here 
waiting for the arrival of some of our people; But if the 
Frenchmen should arrive first, what they have is theirs 7 Tents 
upon our Plantation. 

10th Thursday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday, 
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The Men employed repairing the Master’s Chimney, some 
Indians that is upon this plantation laid down some furs & 
some dried provisions for Liquor, But because I had not any, 
they took it out again & feasted it away. 

11th Friday. Wind Westerly moderate hot sultry weather, 
The Men employed repairing the Masters Chimney, and 
overhauling the Provisions, In the evening one Canoe arrived 
brought a little dryed Moose flesh which I Traded, for 
Tobacco. 

12th Saturday. Nind variable part clear, part cloudy, with 
Thunder Lightning & rain, The Men employed as yesterday, 
The Canoe that arrived Yesterday went away, also 13 Canoes 
of those here before, went away Hunting. 

13th Sunday. Wind N.W. a stiff gale, cloudy weather, In 
the afternoon arrived George Hudson, James Wass, the Flesh 
Indian, sky &ca. their goods seemingly all safe, But a little wet 
owing to the Badness of the Weather when nigh the arrival at 
the House, when embarked from York Fort, 10 Canoes but 
4 of them taken another track is not yet arrived. 

14th Monday. Wind variable part cloudy, & part clear, 
towards Evening a shower of rain. My-self George Hudson, 
& some of the Men opening the Packages, found all safe & in 
good Condition, at noon arrived 10 Canoes with provisions & 
a few furs. 

15th Tuesday. Wind W.B.N. a stiff gale, cloudy’ weather, 
The Men employed working about sundry Jobbs about the 
House. 

16th Wednesday. Wind N.E. a middling stiff gale, cloudy 
weather with showers of rain, most of the Day, the Men 
employed as Yesterday, at Noon arrived one Canoe on their 
passage down to the great carrying place, They brought a few 
furs to Trade Tobacco &ca. But that I denied, telling them it 
did not lay in my power to do any such thing, In the Evening 
also arrived 2 Canoes from the Barren Ground brought a few 
skins & a little provisions. 

17th Thursday. Wind Northerly a stiff Gale, weather 
Cloudy with rain most part of the Day, 10 Tents of Indians 
upon our plantation waiting for the Arrival of our People with 
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Brandy, In the night arrived 7 Canoes who lately went a 
hunting, They had but very little success Me having no 
Brandy they eat it up. 

18th Friday. Wind Westerly a moderate fine Day, The 
Men employed felling firewood, and drying the Cloth lately 
come from York Fort at Noon arrived 6 Canoes of Indians 4 of 
which was those mentioned the 13th Instant that took another 
track. 

19th Saturday. Wind Westerly a moderate fine Day, clear 
weather, the Men employed drying cloth, & opening the 
packages that arrived Yesterday, & putting it out to dry 
likewise, found everything to answer the Invoice; at noon 
arrived 18 Canoes of Indians, Brougt some furs & a little 
provisions, But I do not expect to receive much of the 
Provisions because I have no Liquor. 

20th Sunday. Nind Southerly, a moderate Breeze, clear 
weather traded with some of the Indians. 

21st Monday. Wind variable a moderate Breeze, cloudy 
weather, The Men employed about sundry Duties, Trading 
with some of the Indians that arrived on the 18th Instant, at 
noon arrived 6 Canoes from the Beaver Lake, with a few furs, 
15 Tents of Indians upon this Plantation; In the Evening 
arrived one Canoe with a little green moose flesh. 

22nd Tuesday. Wind Westerly a moderate Breeze clear 
weather The Men employed felling firewood, Trading with 
some of the Indians that was waiting here for the arrival of our 
People, In the Night arrived 1 Canoe with a little green moose 
flesh. 

23rd Wednesday. Wind S.W. a stiff gale, clear weather, 
The men employed about necessary Jobbs indoors. My-self 
Trading a few skins from the Indians. 

24th Thursday. ‘Wind & Weather much the same as 
Yesterday the Men employed felling a little firewood, and 
overhauling the Provisions. 

25th Friday. \Nind variable clear mild weather, The Men 
employed felling a little firewood, at Night arrived one Canoe 
from the Beaver Lake, which Informs me he has left a great 
many Canoes behind wch. will arrive in two Days, most of 
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their loading a little Provisions: But if our people does not 


August arrive quickly, my share of Provisions will be but little, for 


September 


want of Liquor, At this present time I have no more than 9 
days dryed meat in the House, in case the Men was now 
arrived. 

26th Saturday. Wind N.W. a stiff gale, weather part clear, 
part cloudy, the Men employed doing sundry Duties, In the 
Evening 4 Canoes arrived, brought furs & some green moose 
flesh, which I Traded. 

27th Sunday. WNind variable, a stiff gale at times with small 
messling rain, Traded with the Indians that came Yesterday, 
all except a Gun, and that I am determined, I will not part with, 
till Mr. Tomisons arrival, there has been a matter of ten 
Indians at times seeking Guns from me, But I am stiffly 
determined not to part with any My reasons for so doing; I 
know that the most part of these Indians was laying about the 
Frenchmen, the main part of the Winter and now coming with 
their summer hunt. 

28th Monday. Wind N.W.a stiff gale weather cloudy with 
hail and rain at times, the Men employed about sundry Duties 
indoors. 

29th Tuesday. Wind Southerly a moderate Breeze clear 
weather, at noon arrived 12 Canoes of Indians with provisions 
and a few furs, of those I was Informed on the 26th Instant, 
also In the Evening 1 Canoe arrived with a little green Moose 
flesh. 

30th Wednesday. \Nind Southerly a moderate Breeze, clear 
weather the Men employed setting up dry wood for the 
Winters use. 

31st Thursday. Wind S.W. a moderate Breeze, clear 
weather, the Men employed as yesterday, In the Morning 
a 2 Canoes from York Fort with goods seemingly all 
safe. 

1st Friday. Wind Northerly a moderate breeze clear 
Weather, the Men employed setting Black wood up im a pile, 
at noon 4 Canoes arrived with goods from York Fort, all 
seemingly in good condition also 16 other Canoes with 
provisions. 
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2nd Saturday. ‘Nind Southerly a moderate Breeze, fine 
weather, three Men setting up firewood & two I sent off a 
fishing. 

3rd Sunday. Wind Southerly, clear hot sultry weather, ’till 
noon then clou[dy] the wind at N.W. with Lightning & rain. 
Mr. Tomison! the rest of the Englishmen & Indians in all pig 
Canoes, arrived with goods from York Fort all their Company 
seemingly all hearty and well two Canoes who embarked from 
York Fort with them not yet arrived. 

4th Monday. Wind Southerly a moderate Breeze, with clear 
weather, busy Trading with the Natives, and opening some of 
the Packages that had got wet, also took a survey of the 
furs, Trading goods &ca. and found every thing agree 
with the account received from Mr. Walker in the Evening 
the two fishermen returned, brought one Days fish for all 
hands. 

5th Tuesday. Wind in the South quarter, light Breezes with 
very warm weather, traded with several Indians, and they went 
away also paid Indians for carrying goods up from York Fort, 
in the Evening 4 Canoes arrived from the Northward with a 
trifle of Dryed provisions & a few summer skins. 

6th Wednesday. \Nind & Weather as Yesterday, sent two 
Men down wire to kill fish, the rest employed repairing 
Canoes & packing up goods for Hudson’s House, trusted 
several Indians a little Debt, and they went away, also traded 
with those that arrived Yesterday Evening. 

7th Thursday. Wind variable in the South quarter, light 
Breezes with very warm weather, The Men employed as 
yesterday, paid Indians for carrying goods up from York Fort, 
also trusted several others a little Debt and they went away, 
William Walker by his own Desire embarked for YF 
accompanied by a low country Indian, they have with them 5 
Bundles of furs late in the Evening, Ma,meek,a,thinue arrived 
with Goods from York Fort all safe. 


* Tomison left York Fort on July 18 (B.239/a/78). The entry in the York 
Fort journal for the previous day states that “ the Amount of English Trading 
Goods now sent Inland is 1 1,391 Made Beaver”. Tomison was clearly 
responsible for the journal from September 4 onwards. 
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From Mr. Humpurey Marten to Mr. WILitiam Tomison. 


York Fort July 30th, 1780 
Mr. Witi1am Tomison 
SIR 
By Ma,meek,athinue, I have the pleasure to inform 
you, that Mr. William Lockey! arrived here the 28th Instant 
all well, that he saw not any Ice. Our Friends at Churchill 
lost two men, vizt. Thomas Lisk, Taylor and James Lauton,? 
Mr. Hearne Informs me that 50 Canoes, what they call 
southern Indians, has been been there to trade, & that his 
trade would equal that of last Year, I sent by the Sandfly, goods 
as pr. inclosed list, you have an account of the goods trusted to 
Ma,mee,athinnue, Wishing you Health, I remain, 
Your friend and Servant 
Humpurey Marten 


8th Friday. Wind S.E. a fresh Breeze, with cloudy weather 
till the Evening, afterwards varied to the Westward, with 
heavy Thunder and Lightning attended with rain, finished 
packing the goods for Inland and did other necessary Duty, in 
the Evening 2 Canoes arrived with goods from York Fort, all 
safe & in tolerable good condition, the fishermen also returned 
from the wire, brought 1 Days fish for all hands, they Inform 
me there is but very few to be caught, 2 Canoes arrived from 
below, brought some dryed provisions, part of which they 
traded and got Drunk. 


From Mr. Humpxurey Marten to Mr. Wititram Tomison 


York Fort July 22d 1780 
Mr. WILit1AmM ToMISon 
SIR 
By the Arrival of the Sand on Thursday last I recd. 
173 made Beaver, in tolerable good condition By the same man 
1 William Lockey and five men had sailed in the Whale sloop from York Fort 
to Churchill on July 7 (B.239/a/78). 
* B.42/a/100, Prince of Wales’s Fort Journal, May 22, 1780, “... At 4 past 
4 P.M. James Laughton (who has been sick ever since Christmas) departed this 
life”. Ibid., June 21, 1780, “.. . at ro ALM. Thomas Leask (one of our 
Taylors) departed this life after a short but painful illness ”’. 
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I send you 4 Bundles containing 320 made Beaver as pr. 
enclosed list, I desire you will have a watchfull Eye on small! 
the Canadian, who last year intercepted & Traded with several 
of my North River Indians the fly hath paid me 10 Beaver out 
of 40 if you would stop the rest should be obliged to you, Old 
Growl & Iron-sides are still lame, God knows when they will 
be fit to set off. Mr. Stephenson hath sent you a small box of 
things? in his way. I have paid the fly 24 Beaver, 2 quarts 
Brandy and a few other Articles as usual. Wishing a prosperous 
Journey & a great Trade, Remain 

Your faithful Servant 

Humpurey Marten 

P.S. No News from Mr. Lockey begin 
to be in pain for him respects of Mr. Longmoore. 


gth Saturday. Wind N.W.a strong gale, weather part clear, 
part cloudy 20 Men collecting firewood, the rest employed 
about necessary Duty, indoors late in the Evening 2 Canoes of 
Beaver River Indians arrived, with furs & provisions to Trade, 
these informs of a great many Indians pitching in towards 
Hudsons House, to wait the Arrival of your Honors Servants 
at that Settlement. 

loth Sunday. Wind variable a small breeze, with clear 
Weather, trusted several Indians Debt & they went away, also 
fitted fitted out 22d Men for their Journey to Hudsons House 
at noon one Canoe arrived from the Northward, with green 
Moose flesh. William Walker also returned not being able to 
perform his Journey. 

11th Monday. Vind Northerly, a stiff Breeze, weather, 
part cloudy part clear, with small rain at times, The Men 
employed about necessary Duty within and without Doors, it 
not being weather for them to proceed Inland. Traded with 
the Indians that arrived the gth Instant in the Evening 
one Canoe came from the Northward with provisions to 
Trade. 

12th Tuesday. Wind variable with clear fine weather at 8 


* Patrick Small. See p. AO, ter. 
*I.e., medical supplies from William Stephenson, the surgeon at York Fort. 
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oClock sent off 22 Men for Hudsons House! Vizt. Mr. Robert 
Longmoore in Charge, James Elphingston? as his Assistant, 
Malchom Ross, Magnus Twatt, Magnus Annel,? Mitchell 
Omen, Wm. Omen, Wm. Lutit, Wm. Folster, Wm. Coupland, 
Nicholas Wishart, Edward Wishart Thomas Johnston, Thomas 
Tate, James Tate, James Sanderson, George Ross, Charles 
Isham, John Irvin,4 James Spence Senior & James Spence 
Junior, I have sent with the above persons 4774% made Beaver 
in Trading Goods, as also the necessary articles of Stores &ca. 
The Men here employed clearing away the rubbish from 
within the Works, the Indians all gone off the plantation except 
one Sick man and two men. 

13th Wednesday. Wind S.E. a stiff Breeze with clear 
weather, sent William Walker & James Banks to hunt Geese, 
4 Men setting up firewood, George Hudson & my-self 
opening the remainder of the Packages. 

14th Thursday. Wind as yesterday but more moderate, 
with clear weather, sent 2 men to set a small fishing Net, the 
rest employed about necessary Duty at the House. 

15th Friday. Wind variable in the North quarter, light 
Breezes with clear pleasant weather, William Grey repairing a 
small fishing net Myself with the rest clearing up the Warehouse 
& shifting the dryed meat, at noon William Walker & James 
Banks returned from Hunting, brought 13 Ducks & 4 Geese, 
a few pike & Tickameg from the Net that was set Yesterday, 
also set another small net. 

1 For the Hudson House Journal see pp. 159-93. 

2 James Elphinstone, writer, was engaged from 1779 at £15 per annum. 
A.11/116, fo. 76, H. Marten and Council to the Governor and Committee, 
York Fort, September 13, 1780, “ We humbly think William Walker and 
George Hudson the fittest Persons to assist the Masters at Cumberland and 
Hudson Houses yet James Elphinstone who is now Inland is a promising Youth 
and much more clear in Figures than either of the other two.” 

3 Magnus Annel was engaged as a labourer for five years at £6 per annum in 
1778 (A.16/32, fos. 107d.-108). 

4 William Folster, Thomas Johnston, Thomas Tate, George Ross, and John 
Irvin, labourers, were engaged in the Orkneys in 1772 by Captain Jonathan 
Fowler for five years at £6 per annum each (A.11/116, fo. 74). “Thomas 


Johnston was drowned whilst “ bathing himself in the River” near Hudson 
House on June 1, 1782 (B.87/a/s). 
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16th Saturday. Wind N.W. the weather as Yesterday, the 


Men employed about various Duty, at noon, one Canoe arrived 
from the Westward, brought a few geese, which they Traded 
for Brandy and went off again immediately. 

17th Sunday. Nind variable, light breezes with clear 
pleasant weather one Indian Canoe arrived from the fishing 
River on their Journey to the swampy River, these inform me 
of several Canadian canoes going past Yesterday to the 
Northward, But did not know the exact Number. 

18th Monday. Wind Easterly a stiff gale, weather part clear, 
part Cloudy, sent William Walker & George Hudson to hunt 
geese, the rest employed setting up firewood & attending the 
nets, an Indian arrived last night from the Northward, brought 
a little green moose flesh which he Traded for Ammunition & 
went away this Morning. 

19th Tuesday. WNind variable from E. to N.E. a fresh Gale, 
weather Cloudy with a little rain towards Evening, the people 
employed as Yesterday. 

20th Wednesday. ‘Wind N.W. a small Breeze, Weather 
for the most part Cloudy, at noon the Hunters returned, 
brought 34 Ducks and 6 Geese the rest employed about 
various Duty, a few small fish from the nets In the Evening 
one Indian man and a parcel of Invalids arrived from the 
fishing wire below, these informs me of 18 Canoes of 
Canadians going up Sas,ka,che,wan River also 10 more to the 
Northward. 

21st Thursday. Wind E.S.E. a small breeze with Cloudy 
weather sent the Hunters away again as before, the rest 
employed about odd Jobbs a few pike from the Nets. 

22nd Friday. Wind N.E. a fresh Breeze, with dull Cloudy 
weather laid the foundation Logs of the House that is to be 
built for provisions, the Indian man and his family went away 
to his Winters quarters, but have left the Invalid Women here 
without any to provide for them. 

23rd Saturday. Wind N.W. a stiff gale, weather cloudy 
with sun-shine alternately, two Men putting parchment on the 
Windows, the rest cutting firewood, in the evening 2 Canoes 
arrived from above, brought a little green & dryed Moose 
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flesh, also a few Beaver skins, at 7 in the evening our Hunters 
returned brought 20 Geese & 6 Ducks. 

24th Sunday. ‘Vind Westerly a fresh Breeze, with clear 
weather ’till noon, afterwards cloudy, a little frost last night, 
traded with the Indians also trusted them Debt & they went 
away. 
na Monday. Wind northerly, a fresh gale weather for the 
most part cloudy, sent 4 Men to Hunt Geese, the rest setting 
up firewood at noon 4 Canoes arrived from the northward, 
brought a few summer skins & a little dryed provisions, part 
of which they Traded & got Drunk. 

26th Tuesday. Wind S.W. a moderate breeze, with clear 
weather, the Men employed clearing the ground for moving 
the East corner of the Stockadoes, farther from the House, also 
to set them closer, they being at present too wide, any Ill 
designed person may shoot a Man through the Stockadoes 60 
Yards Distance, a few small fish from the Nets, in the Evening 
one Indian man & his family arrived, brought a little Dryed 
provisions. 

27th Wednesday. Wind S.E. weather as yesterday, the Men 
employed as before, traded with the Indians that arrived on 
the 25th Instant & trusted two of them a little Debt. 

28th Thursday. Wind W.S.W. a small Breeze, with clear 
weather ’till noon, afterwards blowed fresh from the N.W. the 
people employed as before, the Indians that came the 25th 
Instant went away, a few small pike from the Nets, late in the 
Evening William Walker & George Hudson returned from 
Hunting, poor Luck, no Geese flying where they have 
been. 

29th Friday. Wind N.W. a stiff gale with cloudy weather, 
the people employed within doors, at noon James Banks, & 
James Lisk returned from Hunting brought a few Geese & 
Ducks. 

30th Saturday. Wind and weather as yesterday, sent James 
Banks and James Lisk to hunt Geese, the rest cutting firewood 
and took up a net to be repaired, in the Evening 3 Canoes 
arrived with some green & dryed Moose flesh, part of which 
they Traded & got Drunk. 
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1st Sunday. Wind Westerly a fresh gale with cold raw 
weather ‘till the Evening, afterwards calm, Traded with the 
Indians that came yesterday & some of them went away. 

2nd Monday. \Nind Southerly a small Breeze, with clear 
Weather, sent William Walker & George Hudson to hunt 
Geese, the rest employed Drying Moose flesh, & doing other 
necessary Duty about the House, the rest of the Indians went 
away that arrived on Saturday also some of the Invalids, that 
was here before, to those I gave a supply of Ammunition & 
Tobacco to get them of the plantation, as they could not be 
supported here during the Winter, in the Evening one Canoe 
arrived from the Northward brought little or nothing. 

3rd Tuesday. Wind S.W. light breezes with clear warm 
weather, one man drying Moose flesh, the other two employed 
about various Jobbs, trusted the Indians that came Yesterday 
a little Debt & they went away, as also those that arrived the 
26th of last month. 

4th Wednesday. \Nind and Weather as yesterday, the Men 
with myself employed laying the foundation of the Canoe 
shed. 

sth Thursday. Nind variable with clear weather ’till noon 
afterwards blow’d a stiff gale from the N.W. in the Evening 
our Hunters returned, middling success. 

6th Friday. Wind S.W. with clear weather, ’till noon 
afterwards varied to the Westward blowed a strong gale with 
flying showers, The Men employed about various Duty, In 
the Evening 2 Canoes arrived from the Goose Lake on their 
Journey to the swampy River. 

7th Saturday. Wind N.W. a strong gale with Cloudy 
weather two Shaving Stockadoes, the rest doing odd Jobbs in 
doors. 

8th Sunday. \Nind variable in the West quarter with thick 
cloudy weather, trusted the Indians that arrived on the 6th 
Instant a little Debt & they went away. 

9th Monday. Nind Easterly a stiff Breeze, weather for the 
most part Cloudy, sent the four Hunters off to hunt Geese, the 
rest employed shaving stockadoes & bringing in a little 
firewood. 
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10th Tuesday. Little wind variable in the south quarter with 
thick Cloudy weather, the Men employed as Yesterday, in the 
Evening one Canoe arrived from the U’Basquiau Leader with 
provisions & a few Beaver skins which they Traded for 
ammunition & Tobacco. 

11th Wednesday. Wind S.W. a small Breeze with dark 
Cloudy weather, one man net making, the other two employed 
shaving Stockadoes, the Indians that arrived Yesterday went 
away, I have sent by them to the Leader a present of Tobacco, 
Ammunition & a few other small Articles, also a little Brandy. 

12th Thursday. Wind variable with light Breezes, clear 
fine weather, one man net making, the other two felling a few 
timber pieces, at noon William Walker & George Hudson 
returned from hunting poor luck. 

13th Friday. Wind Westerly a fresh gale, weather cloudy 
with a little rain at times, the men employed as yesterday at 
noon James Banks and James Lisk, returned from Hunting 
brought 24 Geese & 2 Ducks in the Evening 1 Canoe arrived 
from the Northward, brought a little provisions & a few 
summer Beaver. 

14th Saturday. Little wind variable in the East quarter 
with clear fine weather, the Men employed about various Duty, 
Traded with the Indians that came Yesterday, & they went 
away. 

oe Sunday. ‘Nind S.W. a fresh gale, with clear weather, 
till the Evening afterwards calm. 

16th Monday. Wind S.E. a stiff gale, weather for the most 
part cloudy smart frost last night, one man net making, sent 
two Men to look at a Sturgeon Net that was set on Saturday, 
but returned without success the rest with my-self felling a few 
timber pieces. 

17th Tuesday. Wind S.W. a fresh Breeze, with clear warm 
weather, sent James Banks & James Lisk a goose Hunting, 
two men net making the rest opening sinnet to make lines for 
nets. 

18th Wednesday. Nind northerly a strong gale with snow 
and Sleet, the people employed within doors, two Indians 
arrived in the night brought some Dryed provisions. 
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19th Thursday. Wind S.W. a moderate Breeze, weather 
part cloudy, part clear, a sharp frost last night, one man net 
making, sent the other two to the net, brought one small 
Sturgeon, Traded with the two Indians also trusted them a 
little Debt and they went away, in the Evening James Banks 
& James Lisk returned from hunting brought 5 Geese, several 
Indians arrived from below brought some green flesh and a 
few Beaver skins. 

20th friday. WNindas yesterday, afresh Breeze with thawing 
weather, the Men employed making lines for Nets. 

21st Saturday. Wind variable from S.E. to S.W. a 
moderate Breeze with clear warm weather, the Men employed 
about various Duty the snow almost gone. 

22nd Sunday. Wind S.W. a fresh Breeze, Weather as 
Yesterday. 

23rd Monday. Wind S.E. a small Breeze with clear, fine 
weather, sent two Men to the net, but returned with no better 
success than before, one Man a net making, William Walker 
and George Hudson a hunting, my-self with the rest fell a few 
timber pieces for sawing, in the Evening the Hunters returned 
without success. 

24th Tuesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, the Men 
employed making Nets and lines for Ditto, gave the Indians 
that arrived the 19th Instant, a supply of ammunition and sent 
them a Hunting. 

25th Wednesday. Nind variable with clear weather ’till 
noon afterwards cloudy and blowed fresh from the Westward, 
the Men employed as Yesterday, in the Evening one of the 
Hunters returned brought little or nothing. 

26th Thursday. Wind S.W. a fresh Breeze, with clear 
weather, a smart frost in the night, the Men employed about 
various Duty, the other Hunter returned brought a few Beaver. 

27th Friday. ‘Wind & Weather much the same as yesterday, 
the Men employed as on Wednesday last, trusted the Indians 
a little Debt and they went away to their winters quarters. 

28th Saturday. ‘Wind N.W. a stiff gale, clear weather, the 
Men employed two lining nets, the rest making lines for Ditto 
& cutting firewood. 
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29th Sunday. Wind variable from S.W. to N.E. cold air 
with Cloudy weather. 

30th Monday. Wind Easterly, a fresh Breeze, weather clear 
with cold sharp air, a sharp frost last night, the Men employed 
making nets & cutting firewood. 

31st Tuesday. Wind S.W. a stiff Breeze, weather part 
cloudy, part clear a sharp frost in the night, the men employed 
two making nets & the rest setting up firewood, in the 
Evening one Indian man and his Wife arrived from below, 
brought a little provisions and a few Beaver skins. 

1st Wednesday. Little wind variable with cloudy warm 
weather the people employed, two men hewing timber pieces, two 
net making the rest pointing the Inside of the House with mud. 

2nd Thursday. Nind Easterly a stiff gale, with dull cloudy 
weather, the Men employed as yesterday, in the Evening the 
Indian man & his Wife went away, that arrived the 31st of last 
month. 

3rd Friday. Wind S.W. a small Breeze, till noon afterwards 
calm clear weather, two Men hewing timber pieces, the rest 
employed about various Duty. 

4th Saturday. Little wind variable with clear fine weather, 
the People employed, two Men hewing timber pieces, the rest 
lining Nets and cutting firewood. 

sth Sunday. Wind W.N.W. a strong gale with cloudy 
weather. 

6th Monday. \Nind Northerly a small breeze, weather part 
cloudy part clear, the Men employed hewing timber pieces & 
put lines to a net. 

7th Tuesday. Wind N.N.W. astiff gale weather cloudy with 
a little snow at times, the men employed two net making, and 
the rest hewing timber pieces, a small flight of snow fell in the 
night. 

“30h Wednesday. Little wind Northerly, with cloudy 
freezing weather, a great part of the Lake frozen over, the 
people employed as Yesterday. 

gth Thursday. Wind S.W. a stiff gale, weather part cloudy, 
part clear sent one man a partridge Hunting, the rest employed 
about various Duty, 6 partridges to Day. 
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10th Friday. Wind N.W. a fresh gale, with Drifting 
weather, the men employed Shifting the provisions to the out 
office 2 partridges to Day. 

11th Saturday. Wind Westerly a fresh Breeze with cold 
freezing weather, sent one man a hunting, one man with my 
self bringing stuff for snow shoe frames, the rest employed net 
making and cutting firewood, 3 partridges to Day, the Lake all 
frozen over but not strong enough for setting nets. 

12th Sunday. Wind S.W. a fresh Breeze with clear mild 
weather. 

13th Monday. Wind variable weather cloudy with snow 
most part of the Day, the men employed about necessary Duty 
within Doors. 

14th Tuesday. Wind Easterly a stiff gale, with snow all Day, 
the Men employed about trifling Jobbs within doors, snowed 
much in the Night. 

15th Wednesday. \Nind S.W. a small Breeze with cloudy 
warm weather, sent one man a hunting, two men hewing 
timber pieces the rest employed net making and clearing away 
the snow from the Doors & putting it in heaps, a few partridges 
to Day. 

ae Thursday. Wind variable from S.W. to W. a fresh 
Breeze with cloudy thawing weather, the people employed, one 
man repairing a net one man a hunting and the rest a hewing 
Timber pieces, 2 partridges to Day. 

17th Friday. Wind W.N.W. a small Breeze, weather part 
cloudy, part clear the Men employed, two cutting firewood, 
the rest set 3 Sturgeon Nets. 

18th Saturday. Little wind Southerly, weather clear with 
sharp air the men employed cutting firewood, also set two 
Sturgeon nets and brought a few Sturgeon from those set 
Yesterday. 

19th Sunday. Wind variable weather as yesterday, ’till 
noon, afterwards Cloudy. 

20th Monday. Wind Easterly a fresh breeze, weather cloudy 
with snow most part of the day, the people employed, sent 
three men to the nets, two men hewing timber pieces, and two 
setting a few Rabbets snares, 20 Sturgeon to day from the nets. 
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21st Tuesday. Wind S.E.asmall Breeze, clear fine weather, 
two Men hewing timber pieces, the rest clearing away the 
snow and Cutting firewood. 

22nd Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday with dark Cloudy 
weather the Men employed about various Duty, 3 Rabbets to 
day also 1 Wolf from a set Gun. 

23rd Thursday. Little wind variable from South to N.W. 
weather cloudy with snow at Intervals, the people employed 
hewing timber pieces and attending the Nets, 15 Sturgeon to 
day also 5 Rabbets from the snares. 

24th Friday. \Nind and weather as yesterday, the people 
employed two Men hewing timber pieces, the badness of our 
Hatchets makes the work go but slowly on, the rest cutting 
firewood and did other necessary Duty Indoors, 4 Rabbets 
to Day. 

25th Saturday, Wind N.N.W. a stiff gale, with a low drift, 
one man a hunting, the rest employed as yesterday, 5 
partridges to Day. 

26th Sunday. Luttle wind variable with cloudy mild weather 
afterwards blowed fresh from the N.W. 

27th Monday. Wind Westerly, a stiff Gale, weather cloudy 
with a low Drift, the Men employed carrying in Timber pieces 
to the saw-pit, also some pieces for building. 

28th Tuesday. Wind W.S.W. a small Breeze, with clear 
sharp weather sent one man a hunting and the rest to the Nets, 
20 Sturgeon to Day. 

29th Wednesday. \Nind Westerly a smart breeze with clear 
sharp weather, the Men employed cutting firewood, in the 
evening 3 Indians arrived being part of those that went from 
here the 27th of October, they have brought 30 Ibs. of half 
dryed Moose flesh, a few Beaver & Cats. 

30th Thursday. Wind W.S.W. a fresh Breeze, weather 
much the same as yesterday, sent William Walker & George 
Hudson to set up Marlins traps, the rest employed cutting 
firewood, traded with the Indians and they went away, also 
gave them a little provisions as they complain much for want 
food. 

1st friday, Wind S.W. a stiff gale with clear weather, one 
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Man employed about necessary Jobbs within doors, sent the 
rest to the nets 15 Sturgeon 1 pike and 1 Nemakuse. 

2nd Saturday. \Nind and Weather as yesterday, but more 
milder the People employed, James Banks & James Lisk 
sawing feather edge boards, the rest cutting firewood, 2 
Rabbets from the snares. 

3rd Sunday. Nind variable from S.W. to N.W. a small 
Breeze with Cloudy mild weather. 

4th Monday. Wind S.E. a small Breeze with thick snowy 
weather the Men employed about odd Jobbs within doors, last 
night two Invalid Indians arrived in a starving condition for 
want of food. 

sth Tuesday. Wind N.E. a smart Breeze, with cold freezing 
weather the people employed two men sawing boards, sent the 
rest to the nets and in the Evening returned, brought 20 
Sturgeon 1 pike and 2 Nemakuse. 

6th Wednesday. Wind N.N.W. a fresh gale weather as 
yesterday two men at the saw, the rest employed felling a few 
timber pieces for building late in the Evening 3 Indians arrived 
from the Westward, tolerable well gooded. 

7th Thursday. Nind variable from N.W. to West, with a 
continuance of clear sharp weather, the men employed sawing 
boards & cutting up firewood, Traded with the Indians that 
arrived last night and gave them all the encouragement | 
possibly could to induce them to come again in the Spring, by 
their account they are much nearer to the Canadians than 
to us. 

8th Friday. Wind S.W. a small Breeze, weather clear & 
not so sharp as before, the Men employed as yesterday, in the 
Evening William Walker & George Hudson, returned brought 
6 Martins, also two Indians arrived with a little moose flesh & 
those went away that came on the 6th Instant. 

9th Saturday. Nind variable from S.W. to Wt. a fresh gale 
with clear sharp weather, sent the people to the nets, 15 
Sturgeon and 1 pike to day in the Evening 3 young Indians 
arrived for Tobacco, provisions and powder to salute the 
House, they Inform me that they left the rest of their Company, 
about 12 miles from here, & that they are in a Starving 
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Condition for want of food, as they have had no success in 
hunting on their Journey. I gave them 30 lbs. of pimmacon, 
3 Sturgeon, tobacco and powder according to the number of 
Indians, and sent them off again immediately. 

1oth Sunday. Wind N.W. a stiff gale with cold drifting 
weather, in the forenoon the Indians mentioned Yesterday 
arrived, about 30 in Number, being part of the U,Basquiau 
and Cowin,eth,tow Tribes Towards Evening they Traded 
some Liquor & got Drunk. 

11th Monday. Wind Westerly weather much the same as 
Yesterday the people employed, two men sawing Boards, one 
man repairing a small fishing net & the rest cutting firewood, 
traded with some of the Indians & made the Leader a present, 
also gave them some provisions they being greatly distressed 
for want of food. 

12th Tuesday. Wind W.S.W. a fresh Breeze with clear 
sharp weather sent 5 men to set a small net, also to overhaul 
the other five that is down, the Lake is shut up as far as their is 
water, so that few fish can pass or repass without being caught, 
finished Trading with the Indians and made them presents as 
usual, also sent by them some Tobacco to others, these have 
brought 457 made Beaver chiefly whole and half parchment, 
10 Sturgeon & 1 Pike from the nets. 

13th Wednesday. ‘Nind Southerly a small Breeze, weather 
part Cloudy, part clear, & not so sharp as yesterday, the people 
employed two men sawing boards, the rest cutting firewood 
the Indians gone away. 

14th Thursday. Wind Westerly a stiff Breeze, weather 
clear with a low Drift. William Walker and George Hudson 
went to their traps, the rest employed cutting firewood, at noon 
20 Indians arrived from the Southward, they have brought a 
few furs but as much in want of provisions as those that 
arrived before. 

1 5th Friday. Little wind Southerly with clear mild weather, 
sent four Men to the nets, the other man attending the gates, 
Traded with the Indians and made them presents as usual, 
they have brought 164 made Beaver in Different sorts of furs, 
10 Sturgeon & 2 pike to Day. 
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16th Saturday. Wind Easterly a stiff Breeze with cloudy 
weather the people employed one man a hunting, the rest 
cutting firewood the Indians went away in the night 2 
partridges to Day. 

17th Sunday. Wind variable with Cloudy mild weather. 

18th Monday. Wind Northerly, a fresh Breeze with Cloudy 
rimy weather, sent 4 Men to the nets, the other man employed 
within Doors 10 Sturgeon and 2 pike to Day, in the Evening 
3 Indians arrived from the Beaver Lake with a trifle of furs to 
Trade, these Inform me they have eat nothing these 3 Days 
past, and before they came away from their familys eat up all 
there Dogs. 

19th Tuesday. Wind N.E. a stiff Breeze, with Drizzling 
snowy weather the men employed cutting firewood, in the 
Evening arrived one family of Starved Indians, brought 
nothing except 3 Otters. 

20th Wednesday. \Nind S.E. a fresh gale weather part 
cloudy, part clear, with a low Drift, the Men employed, two 
at the saw, the rest with two Dogs hauling home boards, two 
of the three Indians that came on the 18th Instant went away, 
but the other one stays here to recover he being ailing. I was 
obliged to give the other two provisions to carry them back to 
their families as they cannot hunt, also gave some to those that 
arrived yesterday, they being in great want of food. 

21st Thursday. Wind as Yesterday weather cloudy with 
snow towards Evening, the Men employed as Yesterday, 
snowed a little in the night. 

22nd Friday. ‘Nind N.W. a small breeze, weather part 
Cloudy, part clear, sent 4 Men to the nets, the other man 
employed clearing away the snow from the works, 14. Sturgeon 
and 1 pike from the nets in the Evening the trappers returned 
brought 26 Martins. 

23rd Saturday. Little wind westerly, with thick Cloudy 
rimy weather, the Men employed cutting firewood. 

24th Sunday. Wind Southerly a small Breeze weather as 
Yesterday. 

25th Monday. Little wind variable with clear fine weather, 
gave some of the Indians a supply of ammunition and sent 
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them away to Hunt, as they are Starving, the others staying 
here to wait for their relations. 

26th Tuesday. Wind Southerly a small Breeze with clear 
mild weather 14 Sturgeon from the Nets to Day. 

27th Wednesday. Wind S.E. weather as Yesterday, ’till the 
Evening afterwards Cloudy, at noon two of the Indians that 
pitched away the 25th Instant came for some provisions as they 
have had no success in hunting, I gave them Sturgeon & 
they went away. 

28th Thursday. Calm Cloudy mild weather, with a thick 
rime towards Evening William Walker went to look at his 
Martin traps. 

29th Friday. Little wind variable with clear warm weather, 
10 Sturgeon & 2 pike to Day from the nets, in the Evening 
set 3 Guns for Wolves seen on the Lake. 

30th Saturday. Little wind Easterly, with thick cloudy 
rimy weather, the Men employed cutting firewood, at noon 
William Walker returned from his traps brought 25 Martins, 
also received 1 Wolf from the guns set yesterday, late in the 
Evening two families of Starved Indians arrived from the 
Northward, these are the relations of the Indian left here on the 
20th Instant, which is pretty well recovered of his lameness as 
also his strength. 

315¢ Sunday. Wind N.W. a fresh gale, weather cloudy with 
a drizzling snow at times, gave the Indians that arrived last 
night a little dryed provisions, also what fish I had to spare. 


1st Monday. Wind E.N.E. a stiff Gale with cloudy Drifting 
weather. 

and Tuesday. Wind E.S.E. a small Breeze, with cloudy 
snowy weather, the men employed about trifling Duty within 
doors, fitted out the Indians ready for going away to trap 
Martins. 

3rd Wednesday. Little wind variable with clear mild 
weather, sent one man a hunting, the rest at the nets 20 
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Sturgeon & a few partridges to day, at noon the Indians went 
away there is still a number of helpless women and Children 
left on the plantation. 

4th Thursday. \Nind S.E. a small Breeze with clear warm 
weather, the Men employed sawing boards & cutting up 
firewood, George Hudson went to his traps. 

sth friday, Wind N.W. a stiff gale with cloudy Drifting 
weather the people employed as Yesterday. 

6th Saturday. \Nind E.S.E. a fresh Breeze, with clear sharp 
weather, sent one man a hunting, and the rest at the nets, IO 
Sturgeon and 6 partridges to day, George Hudson returned 
from his traps brought 18 martins in the Evening the 
U’Basquiau Leader & four more Indians arrived with a few 
furs to trade. 

7th Sunday. ‘Nind as yesterday, weather Cloudy with a 
Drizzling snow at times, Traded with the Indians that came 
Yesterday and made the Leader a present as usual. 

8th Monday. Little wind variable in the South quarter, with 
cloudy mild weather, the Men employed two sawing boards, 
and the rest cutting firewood, the Indians went away & several 
of those here before I have sent along with them to be supported, 
in the Evening one of those that went from here on the 2 Sth 
of last month arrived with a few Beaver & other skins. 

gth Tuesday. Wind Southerly a small Breeze, weather 
Cloudy with snow at times, the Men employed one a partridge 
hunting and the rest at the Nets, 10 Sturgeon and 3 partridges 
to Day, in the Evening the Invalid Indians that went away 
Yesterday returned, not being able to keep up with those they 
went away with. 

10th Wednesday. Wind S.W. a small Breeze, with Cloudy 
warm weather, the men employed sawing boards, and cutting 
firewood, the Indian that arrived the 8th Instant went away. 

11th Thursday. Little wind variable from S.W. to Wt. with 
clear fine weather, William Walker went to his traps, one man 
a net making and the rest cutting firewood. 

12th Friday. Calm clear fine weather, one man a net 
making sent the rest to the nets, 5 small Sturgeon to day, in 
the Evening two Indians arrived from the northward, brought 
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a trifle of Furs to trade William Walker also returned from his 
brought 1 Wolf, but no Martins, the former having broke 
down all the traps and eat what Martins was caught. 

13th Saturday. Nind Easterly a fresh Breeze with clear 
weather, the Men employed sawing plank & cutting up 
firewood. 

14th Sunday. Wind Westerly a stiff gale with Cloudy sharp 
weather, the two Indians that arrived the 12th Instant, went 
away in the night, late in the Evening two familys of Indians 
arriv’d from the Southward, in a very Starving Condition for 
want of food. 

15th Monday. Wind and Weather as yesterday; gave the 
Indians that came last night a little food, 10 Sturgeon & 1 
pike from the nets to Day. 

16th Tuesday. WindS.W.asmall Breeze till noon afterwards 
variable with clear sharp air, the Men employed sawing plank 
and cutting up firewood in the Evening an Indian man & his 
Wife arrived from the Southward with furs to Trade. 

17th Wednesday. Wind northerly a stiff gale, weather 
cloudy with snow & Drift, the men employed cutting a little 
firewood late in the Evening two Indians came from the 
Southward these are part of those that went from here on the 
3d Instant they have brought 20 made Beaver in good furs. 

18th Thursday. Wind W.S.W. a fresh gale, with clear 
sharp weather the people employed, one man a net making, 
two cleaning away the snow & the rest cutting up firewood, 
the two Indians that arrived last night went away. 

19th Friday. Little wind Easterly, weather cloudy ‘till 
noon, afterwards blowed fresh Northerly with snow, the two 
Indians that arrived on the 16th Instant went away, 12 
Sturgeon and 2 pike from the nets to Day. 

20th Saturday. Wind Westerly, a strong gale with Drifting 
weather, the men employed cutting firewood, the Indians that 
went away Yesterday returned, the man not being able to walk 
for a pain in his back. 

21st Sunday. Wind and Weather as yesterday till the 
evening afterwards a little moderate. 

22nd Monday. Wind as Yesterday, a moderate Breeze, 
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weather part Cloudy, part clear, sent all hands to the nets 6 1781 
small Sturgeon and 2 pike to Day. January 

23rd Tuesday. Little wind variable in the North quarter, 
with clear sharp weather, one man a hunting, one net making 
and the rest employed cutting firewood, 4 partridges to Day. 

24th Wednesday. Wind S.W. a small Breeze, with Cloudy 
mild Weather, the people employed, one man a net making & 
the rest cutting firewood, the 2 Indians mentioned on the 20th 
Instant went away. 

25th Thursday. Wind Westerly, Weather as Yesterday, the 
Men at the Nets, 8 Sturgeon and 2 small pike to Day, in the 
Evening three Indians arrived from below, brought a little 
green Moose flesh and a few furs to trade, part of which they 
traded & got Drunk. 

26th Friday. Wind S.W.asmall Breeze, with thick Cloudy 
mild weather, the Men employed cutting firewood, Traded 
with the Indians that came Yesterday and made them a present 
as usual also sent some Tobacco to their tentmates. 

27th Saturday. Little wind variable weather as yesterday 
with a drizzling snow at times, the men employed cutting 
firewood and doing trifling duty within doors, the Indians that 
arrived on the 25th Instant went away. 

28th Sunday. Nind variable in the west quarter, a small 
Breeze with Cloudy Weather. 

29th Monday. Wind N.W. a stiff Breeze, weather part 
cloudy, part clear 14 Sturgeon and a few small fish to Day from 
the nets, in the Evening one Indian Man & his Wife arrived 
from the northward with furs to Trade. 

30th Tuesday. Wind S.E. a small Breeze, weather cloudy 
with snow at times, the people employed cutting up firewood, 
traded with the Indian that came yesterday and made him a 
present of some ammunition Tobacco & a few other small 
articles, as encouragement for bringing good Furs. 

31st Wednesday. Wind S.E. a fresh Breeze, weather cloudy 
with snow at times, the people employed, two Men with dogs 
bringing home plank, the rest getting stuff for Stockadoes, the 
Indians that came on the 29th Instant went away, also those 
that arrived on the 14th. 
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1st Thursday. Wind variable between N.W. & West, stiff 
Gales with clear sharp weather, the people employed, one man 
hewing stuff for a Sledge & the rest at the nets, 7 Sturgeon & 
1 pike to Day, late in the Evening received a packet by the 
arrival of five Men from Hudsons House, which gave us the 
agreeable news of all being well there, the scarcity of provisions 
excepted, which is the same complaint here. 


From Mr. Ropert Loncmoore to Mr. Wittiam Tomison 


Hupson’s House Fanuary 17th 17814 
SIR 
This come with my Compliments to you hoping this 
will find you and all under your Command in good Health as 
thank God we are in at present, but we are very likely to be in 
a very bad Situation for provisions, as I have not at present 
above 700 lbs. of Beat Meat & 200 lbs. of dry Meat, I had 
always hopes of some coming in untill the last Saturday, that 
the Indians I trusted to arrived quite Starving, and have eat 
part of their dogs coming in, and there is no Indians that has 
been here, that will stay about here to Hunt the Ground is all 
Burnt & no Buffaloe, the Natives burnt it, as they was nigh 
hand in the Fall, and far from the Beaver Country, on purpose 
that they might get a great price for provisions, but great part 
of them has payed for it since by Hunger and obliged to go far 
off, I have not had above 300 lbs. wt. of provisions from the 
Stone Indians this Winter, & but very few furs, as you know 
when provisions is scarce they cannot Hunt furs, | have had 
all of the provisions at a very dear rate, & for the most part 
Brandy and obliged to give them ammunition for nothing, My 
Trade at this time is very little above 2000. 
SIR 
I hope that if Possible, that you can spare any Brandy, 
you will send by the Bearers as much as possible you can, and 
56 lbs. of low India Shot Bristol about 14 lbs. and if you can 
spare four or five Dozen of Roach handled Knives, as for any 
thing else ] dont stand in much need, | sent 6 Men out the 
first of the Winter, but in one Months absence, they returned, 
1 Longmoor’s copy of this letter is on p. 175. 
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almost starving the 22d of last Month I sent of 6 Men & the 
Home guard Indian with the Indians to find themselves, I 
arrived at Hudson’s House September 28th with the Carpenter 
& one Man to have the Doors put on, as there was a great 
Number of Indians nigh hand & two tents on the Plantation, 
I found the roof fallen in and two Beams broke, which we 
repaired as fast as possible and cut plank & laid the upper 
floor, | stopped the Men a great deal longer then what I would, 
thinking to have sent you better news But I am Obliged to 
send them as it is those Men I have served full allowance for 
12 days, but as soon as these Men sets off, All hands is to be 
at short Allowance, All the Men behaved themselves extreemly 
well, & very Brisk in coming up in the Fall, or had the 
Frenchmen been up before us, we should have been Starved 
all the Year, So no more at present, but I conclude wishing 
success to the Company’s affairs, and Health & Happiness to 
you and all under your Command. 
Sir 
Your most Humble Servant 
Rogpert LoNGMOORE 


2nd Friday. Wind Westerly a fresh gale clear sharp weather, 
the Men employed as on Wednesday, in the Evening five 
Indians arriv’d from above with a few furs to trade. 

3rd Saturday. Wind S.W.a fresh Breeze, weather clear but 
not so cold as yesterday, the people employed cutting up 
firewood. ‘Traded with the Indians that came Yesterday & 
gave one of them a present as he is a good Indian & builds 
canoes for us, in the Evening they went away. 

4th Sunday. Wind N.W. fresh Gales with cold drifting 


weather. 


From Mr. Witiram Tomison to Mr. Ropert LoNGMOORE 


CuMBERLAND House February 4th 17811 

SIR 
By the Arrival of five Men on the rst Instant, I 
received your kind favor, Dated the 17th of January which 


1 Longmoor’s copy of this letter is on p. 180. 


1731 
February 


1761 
February 


136 SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


gave me great pleasure to hear, that you and all under your 
Direction was in good health, which happiness thank God we 
enjoy here. 

As to provisions, I never see a greater scarcity amongst the 
Natives, then what has been this year; I have had no more than 
6 sides of moose flesh, brought in this winter, Rabbets and 
partridges scarce any to be got and fish not so plenty as usual. 
I have been obliged to send provisions to Starved Indians 
before they came to the House and Maintain them while here, 
also to give them a supply to carry them away, which has 
reduced my small [stock] greatly: if provisions should grow 
plenty with you in the spring, you will please to Trade about the 
same quantity for this place, as you did last Year; and more if 
possible, as in all probability, I may not be able to get any 
quantity here you will also endeavour to get as many Indians. 
as you possibly can to assist in carrying down furs, and tell 
them from me that I shall preserve a little Brandy for them 
against that time. 

Our Trade at this place upwards of 5000 made Beaver, 
(including what was left last year) and there is a daily 
expectation of more, as there is no Canadians nigher to us 
then where the Dutchman! wintered last Year. 

I have sent by the Bearers the following Articles of Trading 
Goods, Vizt. Brandy Gallons 224, Shot Bristol 18 lbs. Low 
India 57 lbs. and roach Knives N.48 which is all I can spare, 
the Brandy especially, as you know it is very Difficult to get 
Indians to assist in carrying down furs, when there is Brandy, 
much more so when there is none. I Conclude wishing great 
success to the Companys affairs, Health & happiness to you 
and all under your Command and Remain. 

Your most Obedient Humble Servt. 
WILLIAM ToMIson 
P.S. Please to bring down with 
you the pit-saw & spade. 


sth Monday. Wind S.W. a stiff Breeze, with clear sharp 
weather the Men employed, Magnus Twatt repairing Indian 


1 'Waden, the Swiss Protestant. See pp. 52, 68. 
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Guns that has been here since the fall, the rest at the nets, 8 
Sturgeon to Day fitted out the packet men with provisions and 
necessary’s for their Journey back to Hudson’s House, I have 
also sent by them the following Articles of Trading goods, vizt. 
Brandy Gallons 224 Shot Bristol 18 lbs. Low India 57 lbs. and 
roach Knives N 48, late in the evening three Indians arrived 
from the Northward with furs to Trade. 

6th Tuesday. Wind Westerly a stiff gale with Cloudy 
drifting weather Magnus Twatt repairing Indian Guns, the 
rest employed cutting Firewood traded with the Indians that 
came last Evening, they have brought 60 made Beaver in 
whole & half parchment, in the evening they went away & 
four men arrived with some green provisions and a few furs to 
Trade. 

7th Wednesday. \Nind NW. a. small Breeze with clear fine 
weather the Men employed as yesterday, the packet men 
returned for Hudson’s House, William Walker and George 
Hudson went away to put up their martin traps, Traded 
with the Indians that came yesterday & at noon they went 
away. 

87h Thursday. Little wind southerly with clear mild weather 
Magnus Twatt repairing an Indian Gun, sent the rest to the 
nets 6 Sturgeon & 1 pike to Day, two families of Indians 
arrived from the Northward, brought a little green Moose 
flesh & a trifle of furs to Trade, these have been starving most 
part of the Winter and have eaten most part of the skins they 
caught in the Fall. 

gth Friday. Wind and weather as Yesterday, the Men 
employed collecting stuff for Stockadoes, fitted out the 
Indians that came yesterday and sent them across the Lake to 
Hunt moose & bring green meat in. 

10th Saturday. Wind Eterly. a stiff gale with clear weather 
till noon afterwards cloudy with a drizzling snow, the Men 
employed about various Duty. 
_ 11th Sunday. Wind Southerly a small Breeze with clear 
mild weather. 

12th Monday. Little wind variable with Cloudy warm 
weather the people employed, two men sawing plank, Magnus 
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Twatt doing small Jobbs in the Carpenters way, 6 small 
Sturgeon & 2 pike to Day from the nets. 

13th Tuesday. Wind Southerly a small Breeze, weather as 
yesterday two Men sawing plank, the rest cutting firewood, at 
noon three Indians arrived from across the Lake with a few 
furs to Trade. 

14th Wednesday. \Nind N.W. a stiff gale, with clear sharp 
weather, the people employed, two men sawing plank, one 
man net making, one repairing an Indian Gun, and the rest 
cutting firewood, Traded with the Indians that came Yesterday 
& made them small presents as usual, at noon two Indians 
came from the Southward, with a little green moose flesh. 

1$th Thursday. Wind W.S.W. a small Breeze, with clear 
sharp air, the men employed as Yesterday, Traded the meat 
from the Indians that came Yesterday & they went away, also 
those that arrived on the 13th Instant. 

16th Friday. Wind Westerly a fresh gale, with very sharp 
weather, sent the Men to the nets, set one & brought home 
two to be repaired, 6 Sturgeon & 2 pike to Day. 

17th Saturday. \NindS.W.a stiff gale, weather as yesterday, 
Magnus Twatt employed fileing up some bad Iron work that 
the Natives have refused to Trade, the rest cutting firewood, 
at noon ten Indians arrived with provisions and a few furs to 
Trade also William Walker & George Hudson returned from 
their traps brought 19 Martins, the Indians Traded a little 
Liquor and got Drunk. 

18th Sunday. Wind S.E. a small Breeze, with Cloudy mild 
weather traded with the Indians that arrived Yesterday and 
gave them encouragement to bring more provisions. 

19th Monday. Wind variable with a drizzling snow ’till 
noon afterwards clear Weather, the people employed two Men 
repairing a net & the rest cut firewood, the Indians went away 
that came on the 17th Instant & in the Evening eight more 
arrived from the westward with Furs to Trade, these are 
tolerable well gooded but have not brought any provisions. 

20th Tuesday. Little wind Easterly weather as yesterday, 
the men employed Magnus Twatt mending an Indian Kettle, 
sent the rest to set a net & to take one up to be repair’d, 6 
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Sturgeon & 3 perch to Day, traded with the Indians that came 
Yesterday and made them a present as encouragement for 
bringing good furs. 

21st Wednesday. \Nind S.E. a small Breeze, weather part 
clear part cloudy, with a little snow in the forenoon, the people 
employed one man net mending, one man hewing, two sawing 
boards and the rest carrying snow out of the yard the Indians 
went away that came the roth Instant. 

22nd Thursday. \Nind Westerly a small Breeze with clear 
warm weather, the people employed, two men mending nets, 
Magnus [watt sharpning the saw & the rest cutting firewood. 

23rd Friday. WNind variable in the south quarter, stiff gales 
with Cloudy mild weather, sent William Walker to overhaul 
his martin traps, Magnus Twatt hewing timber pieces & the 
rest at the nets set two & brought one home to be repaired no 
luck of fish to Day. 

24th Saturday. Wind Westerly a fresh gale with clear 
weather ’till the Evening, afterwards calm, thawed a little 
under the Lee, the people employed, one man net making, one 
man hewing timber pieces, two sawing feather edge boards 
and the rest cutting firewood. 

25th Sunday. Wind S.E. a stiff gale weather cloudy with a 
low Drift, late in the Evening William Walker returned from 
his traps, brought 8 Martins and 1 Quiquahatch. 

26th Monday. Wind S.W. a small Breeze, weather Cloudy 
till noon, afterwards clear, the people employed one man net 
making, on man hewing timber pieces, two sawing boards, 
and the rest with the Dogs bringing home boards. 

27th Tuesday. Little wind variable in the west quarter, with 
clear sharp weather, the Carpenter employed in his way & sent 
the rest to the nets, set one & brought one home, which is 
worn out 2 small Sturgeon to Day. 

28th Wednesday. Wind Easterly, a fresh Breeze, Cloudy 
weather with snow towards Evening the people employed, two 
Men sawing boards, one Man net making, one Man hewing 
Timber and the rest cutting firewood, in the Evening three 
Indian women arrived from the Southward, brought a trifle of 
Furs & a little provisions to trade. 
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1st Thursday. Wind S.W. a small Breeze with clear 
weather, the Men employed as yesterday, the Indians traded 
and went away & in the Evening four more arrived from the 
Red Deers River also two families that has been hunting a 
little way from here, they all paid their Debts then Traded a 
little Liquor & got Drunk. 

2nd Friday. Little wind Easterly with clear mild weather 
the people employed, one man hewing, and sent the rest to the 
nets 5 small Sturgeon to Day, Traded with the Indians that 
came yesterday, and in the Evening four men arrived from 
below with provisions also two from above with furs to Trade. 

3rd Saturday. Wind E.S.E. a small Breeze, weather part 
clear part Cloudy, and thawed much to day, towards noon the 
Indians that arrived the 1st & 2d Instant, Traded & went 
away with those that came from below, I have sent two Men 
& two Dogs to bring moose flesh, George Hudson went to his 
traps, and the rest employed about various Duty, in the 
Evening three families of Indians came from the Northward 
with furs & a little provisions to trade part of which they 
Traded and got Drunk. 

4th Sunday. \Nind variable between S.W. & West, a stiff 
Gale weather cloudy with a low Drift, Traded with the 
Indians that came Yesterday and made them a present as usual 
for bringing Goods furs. 

5th Monday. Little wind variable from N.W. to S.E. 
weather clear, with sharp air, the men employed getting some 
timber pieces for feather edge boards, the Indians went away 
that arrived on the 3d Instant. 

6th Tuesday. Wind Southerly a small Breeze with clear fine 
weather, the people employed one man a hewing timber & sent 
three men to the nets, brought one home which is worn out 
3 small Sturgeon to day. 

7th Wednesday. ‘Nind N.E. a stiff gale with Cloudy 
weather, the men employed hewing timber for building, 
George Hudson returned from his traps, brought 11 Martins, 
also James Wass and Wm. Grey arrived accompanied by a 
party of Indians from below, with provisions & a few furs part 


of which they Traded & got drunk. 
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8th Thursday. Little wind Southerly, first part clear with 
snow, latter part clear fine weather, the men employed about 
various Duty within doors, Traded with the Indians that came 
Yesterday, and gave them encouragement for bringing 
provisions, at noon they went away. 

gth Friday. Wind as yesterday weather Clear & thawed a 
little towards noon, the Men employed carrying timber pieces 
to the pit to be sawed. 

10th Saturday. WWind S.W. a fresh gale with clear weather 
till the Evening, afterwards varied to the N.W. with snow and 
Drift, the people employed, two men sawing boards, one man 
hewing timber, the rest cut firewood & did other odd Jobbs 
about the House. 

11th Sunday. Wind N.W.a strong gale, with cold Drifting 
weather, ‘till the Evening afterwards moderate. 

12th Monday. Wind Southerly a stiff gale, weather as 
yesterday the people employed, one man hewing timber, two 
men sawing boards, the rest with the dogs hauling home 
timber for building. 

13th Tuesday. Wind N.W. a fresh gale, with a little snow 
at times the Men employed as yesterday, at noon three Indians 
arrived from above, also five more from the southward, with 
furs & a little provisions to Trade. 

14th Wednesday. Little wind northerly, weather part 
Cloudy part clear, the people employed, one man a hewing as 
before one man a net making, sent the rest to the Nets, at noon 
returned with 2 small pike & four Sturgeon, traded with the 
Indians that arrived Yesterday and in the Evening three of 
them went away. 

15th Thursday. A stiff gale Easterly, weather part clear, 
part Cloudy, with a low drift, one man a net making, the 
Carpenter a hewing timber, two men sawing boards, and the 
rest employed about odd Jobbs, the other five Indians went 
away that came On Tuesday. 

16th Friday. Little wind variable weather for the most part 
cloudy & thawed, a little towards noon, Carpenter & sawyers 
employed as Yesterday, the rest bringing stuff for trunnels, in 
the evening three Indians came from below, brought little or 
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nothing and Complain much for want of food, George Hudson 
went to his traps. 

17th Saturday. Wind E.S.E. a fresh Breeze with cold raw 
weather, Carpenter & sawyers as before, the rest employed 
about various Duty, at noon three Indians arrived from above 
brought a little provisions & a few Martins which they Traded 
and went away again in the Evening. 

18th Sunday. Luittle wind southerly with Cloudy weather 
till noon, afterwards clear and blowed fresh from the westward, 
fitted out the Indians that arrived on the 16th Instant, with 
ammunition also gave them a supply of provisions & they went 
away, in the Evening George Hudson returned from his traps, 
brought nothing the wolves having eat all that was caught & 
broke down most part of the traps, which he has not put up 
again. 

se Monday. Wind Westerly a fresh Breeze, with clear 

sharp weather, the Carpenter and two Men hewing timber, sent 
the rest to the Nets 6 Sturgeon to Day. 

20th Tuesday. Little wind variable as Yesterday, three Men 
hewing timber, the rest employed about various Jobbs. 

21st Wednesday. Wind N.W. a stiff gale, weather clear and 
very sharp, the Carpenter & two Men hewing timber, one man 
net making, one making trunnels, & the rest employed cutting 
up firewood. 

22nd Thursday. Wind variable between S.W. & West, a 
small Breeze weather as yesterday, the Carpenter employed as 
before the rest gathering timber into a heap ready for hauling 
home also did other Trifling Duty about the House. 

23rd Friday. Wind as yesterday, a stiff gale, with a 
Continuance of sharp weather, the Carpenter hewing timber, 
two Men hewing stuff for Ribbons for the Stockadoes, one 
Man making trunnels, the rest with two Dogs hauling home 
timber pieces from the point above the House. 

24th Saturday. Wind W.S.W. a moderate Breeze, till 
noon, afterwards varied to the N.W. a strong Cale with 
Drifting weather the men employed, Carpenter as before, one 
man making trunnels one man about odd Jobbs within doors, 
sent the rest to the nets set one & brought one home which is 
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worn out, also brought 6 small Sturgeon, in the Evening five 
Indians arrived from the westward, brought a few furs to 
trade. 

25th Sunday. Wind Easterly a fresh Breeze, with Cloudy 
weather ‘T'raded with the Indians that came yesterday evening, 
and made one of them a small present, he having been formerly 
a great Leader at York Fort, but is now grown old and infirm. 

26th Monday. Wind Southerly, a fresh Breeze weather part 
Cloudy, part clear, the Carpenter hewing timber, two Men 
sawing Ribbons, the rest employed hauling home timber, at 
noon an Indian man came from the Northward, brought a little 
provisions which he Traded and went away again in the 
Evening also those that arrived on the 24th Instant. 

27th Tuesday. \Nind variable light Breezes, weather clear 
and thawed much towards noon, the Carpenter and one man 
hewing timber, one man making trunnels, two hauling home 
timber & the rest carrying snow out of the Yard. 

28th Wednesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, the 
people employed, Carpenter and one man hewing timber sent 
the rest to the nets, brought one home which is worn out but no 
luck of Fish. 

29th Thursday. Wind S.W. a small Breeze, with clear 
weather till the Evening afterwards blowed fresh from the 
N.W., the Carpenter & one man as before, the rest employed 
about various Duty, at noon two families of Indians arrived 
brought a little green provisions. 

30th Friday. ind variable between N.E. & West, a small 
Breeze with clear weather, the men employed as yesterday. 

31st Saturday, Wind S.E. a stiff Breeze, weather part 
Cloudy part clear, and thawed a little towards noon the people 
employed the Carpenter & one man hewing timber for building, 
one man a net making; & the rest hewing stuff for Couples. 

1st Sunday. Wind Southerly a strong gale, with small 
Showers of rain at times, ’till the Evening, afterwards varied to 
the N.W. with snow, late in the Evening two Indians arrived 
from brought their Debt, also a little green 
provisions, which they Traded for ammunition & Tobacco, 
much water on the Lake. 
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2nd Monday. Wind S.W. a Stiff Breeze, weather clear and 
thawed much, the people employed, one man hewing timber, 
the Carpenter Sharpning his tools ready for building, sent the 
rest to the nets, brought 6 Sturgeon, also took up two nets, 
which is worn out, the Indians that came Yesterday went 
away. 

Be Tuesday. Nind variable light Breezes with very warm 
weather the people employed about various Duty, at noon two 
tents of Indians arrived from the southward, paid their Debts 
also brought a little provisions, part of which they traded and 
got Drunk these are going to build canoes here, several swans 
seen to Day. 

4th Wednesday. \Nind Easterly a fresh Breeze, weather part 
cloudy, part clear, the men employed a building the Victualing 
House, at noon the U,Basquiau Leader, and several more 
Indians arrived with furs to Trade. 

5th Thursday. Wind variable from N.E. to West a 
moderate Breeze, weather cloudy with snow in the forenoon, 
Magnus Twatt repairing Indian Kettles, the rest employed 
about necessary Jobbs within doors, Traded with the Indians 
& made them presents as usual for bringing good furs. 

6th Friday. Wind N.W. a stiff Breeze, with snow at times, 
the men employed a building & doing odd Jobbs within doors, 
the Indians went away that arrived on the 4 Instant, and seven 
more arrived from the northward, also two from the westward 
all middling well gooded, in Cats & Beaver, part of which they 
Traded and got Drunk. 

7th Saturday. Wind Northerly, a small Breeze, weather 
clear with cold air, the Carpenter and two Men a building 
William Grey ailing of a swelling in his throat, sent the rest to 
the Nets middling success, traded with the Indians that came 
Yesterday, and gave them encouragement as before, for 
bringing good furs, several of those here before went away 
hunting, also to get birch rind for Canoe building. 

8th Sunday. Wind Easterly, a stiff gale, with cold raw 
Cloudy weather, the Indians went away that arrived on the 6th 
Instant, also those here before I have sent away to get birch 
rind for canoe building. 
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9th Monday. Wind N.E. a stiff gale with snow & drift ’till 1781 
the Evening, afterwards clear weather, the people employed April 
about necessary Duty within doors, late at night four Indians 
arrived from the Southward, with furs to Trade, these inform 
me of their being much troubled in getting across Saskachewan 
River, for water, & the Ice being blown up in many places. 

10th Tuesday. Little wind northerly, weather clear with 
sharp air, the Men employed a building and bringing stuff for 
trunnels William Gray upon Duty, the Indians that arrived in 
the night Traded & went away timely this morning. 

11th Wednesday. Wind S.E. a small Breeze, weather part 
cloudy part clear, the people employed a building & hewing 
timber, received some Beaver and moose flesh from Indian 
hunters, in the Evening one family of Indians arrived from 
U,Basquiau paid their Debts but had nothing over. 

12th Thursday. ‘Nind Easterly a fresh Breeze, weather as 
Yesterday, two men with the Carpenter & sent the rest to the 
nets brought them all home, also 4 small Sturgeon, in the 
Evening four Indians arrived from the Westward, with furs to 
Trade middling well gooded. 

13th Friday. Wind and weather, much the same as 
Yesterday the Men employed as on Wednesday, Traded with 
the Indians that came last Evening & two of them went away, 
at noon the Hunters returned with moose flesh & Birch rind 
also brought 3 Swans & some Beaver. 

14th Saturday. Little wind northerly with clear sharp air 
the people employed two men with dogs hauling home 
Stockadoes, the rest at work with the Carpenter. 

1¢th Sunday. Wind Easterly, a fresh Breeze, weather as 
yesterday. 

16th Monday. ind and weather as Yesterday, the men 
employed as on Saturday, traded a little moose flesh from the 
Hunters. 

17th Tuesday. Wind variable in the north quarter, with 
Cloudy weather two men with the Carpenter a building, the 
rest employed hauling home stockadoes and getting stuff for 
paddles, the Indians went away that arrived on the 12 Instant. 

18th Wednesday. Little wind Easterly weather as Yesterday 


K 


146 SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


1781 two men Shaving stockadoes, the rest employed with the 
April Carpenter a building, a Goose seen to Day. 

19th Thursday. Wind variable fresh Breezes with clear 
weather the Men employed as yesterday, in the Evening one 
family of Indians returned from Hunting, but have but little 
luck. 

20th Friday. Wind variable in the South quarter, light 
Breezes with warm weather, the people employed as before, 
several swans and geese seen to Day. 

21st Saturday. Wind S.E. a stiff gale weather part cloudy, 
part clear and thaw’d much, one man with the Carpenter a 
building, one hewing timber and the rest employed about 
necessary Jobbs several Ducks seen to Day. 

22nd Sunday. Wind Easterly, a fresh Breeze, weather 
Cloudy with sleet & rain in the Evening. 

23rd Monday. Nind variable from East to N.W. a small 
breeze weather Cloudy with a Continual rain, the Men 
employed mending nets & doing other necessary Duty within 
doors. 

24th Tuesday. Wind N.W. a stiff gale with clear cold 
weather ’till the Evening afterwards calm, the people employed 
the Carpenter & two Men edging plank for flooring, two men 
mending nets, and the rest doing odd Jobbs within doors, a 
sharp frost in the night and blowed very hard from the N.W. 

25th Wednesday. Laittle wind variable weather part cloudy, 
part clear, the men employed as Yesterday, traded a few swans 
from Indian Hunters. 

26th Thursday. Wind and weather much the same as 
yesterday, the people employed two men a hunting, one man 
making wedges for the press, one man net mending, the 
Carpenter with the rest a building 1 swan & 7 Ducks from the 
Hunters in the Evening four Indians arrived from the 
northward with furs to Trade, middling well gooded, but 
mostly coat Beaver Saskachewan River breaking up. 

27th Friday. Wind N.E. a stiff gale with cold freezing 
weather the Men employed about necessary Duty within doors, 
Traded with the Indians that came yesterday, & they went 
away. 
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28th Saturday. Nind northerly, a fresh Breeze with a 
Continuance of cold weather, the Carpenter & two men laying 
the upper flooring of the new house, the rest making pegs for 
Ditto & doing odd Jobbs within doors, in the Evening two 
families of Indians arrived from above brought a little 
provisions & barely paid their Debt, these have built Canoes 
about a days Journey from this and has come down the River, 
and landed at the point above, not being able to come further 
for Ice the above Indians went from here on the 3d of 
February and have seen no other Indians since. 

29th Sunday. Wind between N.W. & North, a moderate 
Breeze weather clear with cold air. 

30th Monday. ind variable light Breezes with clear 
warm the Carpenter and two Men a building, 
one man drying some moose flesh, and the rest employed about 
various Duty, served some of the Indians ammunition and sent 
them away to hunt geese, there is at present 72 Indians on the 
plantation. 

1s¢ Tuesday. WWind and Weather as Yesterday, sent William 
Walker and George Hudson away to Saskachewan River to 
hunt Geese the Carpenter and one man making couples for the 
new house, and the rest employed at the press, packed 22 
Bundles of Furs. 

2nd Wednesday. Little wind northerly with clear fine 
weather the Men employed as yesterday, packed 22 Bundles 
of Furs, in the Evening received a few geese from Indian 
hunters. 

3rd Thursday. \Nind Northerly a fresh Breeze, weather part 
Cloudy, part clear, the Carpenter and one putting the Couples 
up in the new house, and the rest employed at the press, packed 
22 Bundles of Furs, William Walker and George Hudson 
returned from hunting no luck. 

4th Friday. Wind Northerly, a stiff Breeze, with cold raw 
weather the Carpenter & one man a roofing the new house and 
the rest employed at the press, packed 22 Bundles of Furs. 
5th Saturday. Little wind between N.W. & Wt. with clear 
weather the Men employed as Yesterday packed 23 Bundles 
of Furs receiv’d a few Geese from Indian Hunters. 
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6th Sunday. Wind variable a small Breeze, weather part 
cloudy part clear, 2 geese to day from an Indian Hunter. 

“th Monday. Little wind Easterly, weather for the most 
part Cloudy, sent William Walker & George Hudson to Hunt 
geese the rest employed as on Saturday, packed 24 Bundles of 
Furs in the Evening two Canoes arrived from U,Basquiau 
with furs to Trade. 

8th Tuesday. Wind as yesterday, weather Cloudy & blowed 
fresh towards Evening, the Carpenter & his mate employed as 
before the rest doing necessary Duty within doors, traded with 
the Indians that came last night & made the Leader a present, 
also sent by him Tobacco & some ammunition for others as 
encouragement for them to come & assist in carrying down 
furs to York Fort they went away in the forenoon. 

oth Wednesday. Wind E.S.E. a fresh gale, weather Cloudy 
with a little rain at times, the Carpenter finished the roof, the 
rest employed at the press, packed 25 Bundles of Furs, the 
Lake Ice much broke & drove a little way from the Shore. 

10th Thursday. Little wind variable with clear fine weather 
the Carpenter & one man making window Shutters, for the 
windows the rest employed about necessary Duty within doors, 
at Noon Charles Isham & William Coupland arrived from 
Hudson’s House, brought the agreeable news of all being well 
there also 10 Bundles of Furs all in good Condition, in the 
Evening William Walker & George Hudson returned from 
hunting, brought 20 geese also one Canoe arrived from the 
Sturgeon River above with provisions part of which they 
Traded & got Drunk. 


From Mr. Ropert LoncmMoore to Mr. Witiiam Tomison 


Hupson’s House May 1st 1781+ 
SIR 
This comes with my Compliments to you hoping this 
will find you & all under your Direction in good Health as 
thank God we are all in at present. 
Str I have sent down one Canoe, as it was your desire & 
necessary for you to know as nigh as possible, I can give you 


1 Longmoor’s copy of this letter is on p. 190. 
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Information when I can be ready to leave Hudson’s House, I 
think that in about 12 or 14 days, if good weather permit, 
I will be ready, & as much sooner as possible, this day I am to 
put on a Big Canoe upon the Stocks 26 foot by 5 & two middle 
sized Canoes as fast as possible, there is four Indians that built 
last year & one Stranger this year, So I hope to have 7 middle 
sized Canoes, & one new big one, I am but very short of 
Provisions only two days dryed meat in the House, Beat meat 
we have sufficient to keep us from any more short allowance 
I hope, but scarce any fat, Our Trade what is ready packed is 
6,669 & there may be about two Bundles to pack, so I cannot 
give you the account any nigher at present, you will excuse 
haste as I could not write last night for Indians & this 
morning lam busy. So no more at present, I wish you health 
& happiness & great success to the Company’s affairs. 
RogBert LoncMoore. 

N.B. The French is coming up to Build a House above us, 
so | am very much afraid of Hudson’s House being destroyed, 
the Bloody Walker has stayed at the French House to bring 
them up with him & the rest of his Brothers arrived late last 
night. 


11th Friday. Wind N.Et. a small breeze, weather Cloudy 
with a little rain at times, the Carpenter employed in his way 
one man at work in the garden & the rest doing various Jobbs, 
served Indians ammunition & sent them away to Hunt geese, 
those that arrived Yesterday also went away. 

12th Saturday. Wind & weather much the same as 
yesterday the Carpenter & one Man as before, the rest 
removing the provisions into the new house & doing other 
necessary Duty within doors, in the Evening 12 Indians 
arrived from below by land having left their Canoes at the 
Rivers mouth, not being able to bring them further for Ice, 
they paid their Debts & traded a little Liquor & got Drunk. 

13th Sunday. Wind northerly a fresh Breeze with Cloudy 
snowy weather, a very heavy rain last night, traded with the 
Indians that came Yesterday & made them presents as usual, 
those were but Indifferently gooded having brought but 150 
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Beaver amongst them all late in the Evening one Canoe arrived 
from U Basquiau middling well gooded. 

14th Monday. Wind variable from S.W. to East, a fresh 
Breeze weather part Cloudy, part clear, the people employed, 
sent two men away with Nets to catch fish, the Carpenter & 
one man laying the lower flooring of the new house & the rest 
doing odd Jobbs within doors, Traded with the Indians that 
came Yesterday, & they went away, also those that came on 
the 12th Instant. 

1$th Tuesday. Wind variable light Breezes with clear fine 
weather sent William Walker & James Banks, to Sas,ka,che,wan 
River to Hunt Geese, the rest employed as Yesterday. 

16th Wednesday. ‘Wind Easterly, a fresh Breeze, weather 
part Cloudy, part clear, the Carpenter & one man as before, & 
the rest employed about various Duty, also packed 7 Bundles 
of furs. 

17th Thursday. Wind E.S.E. a stiff gale with thunder & 
rain towards Evening, the Carpenter finished laying the floor, 
one man Digging part of the Garden, the others clearing away 
the Rubbish from within the works, at noon two Canoes of 
Hunters arrived from across the Lake, brought 50 Geese & a 
few small Beaver. 

18th friday. Wind Easterly, a fresh Breeze, cloudy dull 
day with rain at Intervals, the men employed, about necessary 
Duty within Doors, William Walker & James Banks returned 
from hunting brought 8 Geese & two Ducks, also late in the 
Evening Charles Isham arrived, brought 60 pike & Tickameg 
from the fishing Place below. 

19th Saturday. ‘Nind between N.E. & East, a fresh 
breeze, first part clear, latter part cloudy with rain, Charles 
Isham went away to his tentmate, the rest employed about 
various Duty without & within doors, in the Evening 10 
Canoes arrived from the Sturgeon River above, these are 
tolerable well gooded considering the quantity of Furs, that 
has been brought here by them in the winter, they have paid 
their Debts honestly, afterwards traded some Liquor & got 
Drunk, they have also brought 2 middling siz’d Canoes for 
Trade. 


MAY 20-25, 1781 KG 


20th Sunday. Wind as yesterday weather part cloudy, part 1781 
clear in the Evening one Canoe arrived from U,Basquiau with May 
a few furs to Trade, received a few geese from Indian Hunters. 

21st Monday. Wind E.S.E. a fresh gale with clear weather 
Magnus T watt repairing an Indian Gun, also did a Jobb in 
the Carpenters way, one man pointing Stockadoes, the rest 
employed about odd Jobbs, drying wet Furs. Traded with 
the Indians that came Yesterday & they went away. 

22nd Tuesday. Nind variable from S.E. to S.W. light 
Breezes with clear warm weather, sent Wm. Walker & James 
Banks down to U,Basquiau to bring a Canoe that has been 
built by an Indian I also sent a Present of Tobacco to 
Cattabobinow & others, the Carpenter employed in his way, 
& the rest doing odd Jobbs within doors, at noon Mr. 
Longmoore & the rest of the Englishmen arrived! from 
-Hudson’s House, accompanied by 6 Canoes of Indians who 
have assited in bringing down Furs, Mr. Longmoore has 
brought 3 Canoes built by himself, also 4 more built by 
Indians, I also received a Letter from Mr. Pangman? by Mr. 
Longmoore, which | shall preserve for your Honors perusal. 

23rd Wednesday. Wind S.W.a fresh Breeze, weather clear 
and very warm, the Carpenter making shutters for the upper 
windows of the new house, my-self busy Trading with the 
Indians. Mr. Longmoore, with the rest opening part of his 
Cargoe & drying the wet Furs, in the Evening one Canoe 
arrived from the Northward with Furs to Trade, those are 
building Canoes a little way on this side the Cranberry carrying 
place, they also Inform me they are building two middling 
sized Canoes for Trade, the fishermen also arrived, but have 
had no luck of Fish. 

24th Thursday. Wind variable with clear, sultry hot 
weather ’till the Evening, afterwards much thunder & rain, 
the people employed at the press, & drying wet Furs, the 
Indians that came yesterday Traded & went away, also the 
Fishermen. 

26th Friday. Wind variable between S.W. & West, light 


1 Longmoor and his men had left Hudson House on May 15. See p. 192. 
2 This letter has not been traced. 
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Breezes with clear warm weather, the People employed as 
yesterday fitted out several Indians with ammunition & sent 
them away in search of Provisions. 

26th Saturday. Wind N.W. a fresh gale with small rain in 
the forenoon, afterwards clear fine weather, the Carpenter 
making wedges for the Press, the rest employed packing furs, 
in the Evening received a little green moose flesh from an 
Indian Hunter. 

27th Sunday. Wind W.S.W. a small Breeze, with flying 
showers till the Evening, afterwards blowed fresh N.N.W. 
sent three men for some green flesh, & in the Evening they 
returned with 200 lbs. the rest employed at the Press; the 
scarcity of Provisions puts me under the necessity of working 
on Sunday, finished packing the Furs received from Hudson’s 
House. Quantity of each sort as follows Vizt. Whole 
Parchment Beavr. 2537, Half do. 1498, Coat & Scrap Beavr. 
462, Wolves 931, Foxes 1150, Quiquahatchs 20, Martins 
ordinary 66, Damaged & Stage 8, Old cased Cats 5, Damaged 
& Stage 15, Old Otters 25, Cub do. 6, Bears cub 2, Weejacks 
14, Jackashes 3, in the Evening Wm. Walker & James Banks 
arrived with a tolerable good Canoe. 

28th Monday. Wind northerly a Strong gale, with cold raw 
cloudy weather, the people employed at the press & doing 
necessary Duty within doors. 

29th Tuesday. Wind Westerly, a fresh Breeze, first part 
cloudy, latter part clear, and Calm’d towards Evening, sent 
two down to the Fishing Place, with an answer to Mr. 
Pangman Letter, Malchom Ross & Nicholas Wishart making 
cloaths for the Men, the rest employed building the Cance 
Shed & doing necessary Jobbs within Doors. 


From Mr. Wiriram Tomison to Mr. Perer PANGMAN 


CuMBERLAND Houses May 29th 1781 
Mr. PancMan 
SIR 
I always took you to be a saucy Insolent Man, But 
now you confirm it still the more to be such Sir, do you think 
any Factor, who acts for the Honble. Hudsons Bay Company, 
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such a Simpleton as to wait upon you on the road. No Sir, if 1781 
you want any thing of me call on me at Cumberland House, or May 
before the laws of England, where your Proceedings in this 

part of the Globe & mine will be Justified or condemn’d what 

I did to Small, the last Year,! was no more then what I would 

have done to you, had you come this road, so no more But 
remains, Yours Sir, when call’d upon 

WILLIAM ToMIson 


30th Wednesday. WNind variable in the South quarter, fresh 
Breezes with clear weather, two men making a net, the rest 
employed as yesterday, the two Men I sent away Yesterday 
return’d also Isaac Batt & Charles Isham, but have had no 
luck of Fish, late in the Evening two Canoes arrived from 
above but has not brought any Thing, receiv’d 4 Geese & 5 
Ducks from Indian Hunters. 

31st Thursday. Wind W.S.W. light Breezes with clear 
warm weather, the people employed about various Duty, also 
put up a new flag staff of 48 foot high. 

1st friday. ‘Wind variable weather much the same as June 
yesterday the people employed pitching and repairing Canoes, 
at noon 12 Canoes of U,Basquiau Indians arrived, part of 
which are come to assist in carrying down Furs to York Fort, 
they paid their Debts, afterwards I gave them some Liquor 
and they got Drunk, late in the Evening those that went away 
Hunting arrived but have had no success. 

2nd Saturday. ‘Nind E.S.E. a fresh gale, weather Cloudy 
with a little rain at times, two men setting nets for Sturgeon, 
the rest repairing and pitching Canoes, Traded with the 
Indians that came Yesterday and paid several of them off to 
carry down furs to York Fort. 

3rd Sunday. Little wind variable ’till the Evening, 
afterwards blowed hard from the Northwest with thunder & 
rain sent off seven canoes with Furs for York Fort, also paid 
several more that I intend to send off tomorrow if weather 
permit. 

4th Monday. \Nind northerly a strong gale, weather for the 
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most part Cloudy, two men repairing a small fishing net, the 
rest doing odd Jobbs for themselves, & getting ready for 
going down the Badness of the weather prevents me from 
sending them away, my provisions being short, oblidges me to 
bring the Men to allowance of 7lbs. pr. Mess a day, my whole 
stock is no more than 14 days full allowance Included what is 
to serve them on their Journey down to York Fort. 

sth Tuesday. Wind N.N.W. a strong gale, weather cloudy 
with snow most part of the Day, fitted the Men out ready for 
their Journey down to York Fort, in the Evening 12 Canoes 
arrived from the Northward, paid their Debts but had nothing 
over, these have brought two Canoes for Trade, to these I gave 
a Keg of Liquor as encouragement to carry furs down to York 
Fort. 


From Mr. Wrtt1am Tomison to Mr. Humpurey Marten 


CuMBERLAND House ‘fune 5th 1781 
KIND SIR 
After a long and tedious passage of 47 Days, we arrived 
at Cumberland House with the Goods all safe & in good 
Condition, a little Brandy, tobacco & Ammunition excepted 
which was expended on the road, in purchasing provisions, 
and gave to Indians as encouragement to behave well, the 
goods that was sent by the sand fly & Old Growl, came safe a 
few days after my Arrival; on the 12th of September I sent off 
Mr. Longmoore with 21 Men for Hudson’s House, which 
with the lateness of the spring did not return ’till the latter end 
of May, by their late arrival and the want of Indians has 
prevented me from sending sooner. Sir 1 am very much 
surprised you did not send up a packet last Fall, by the Indians 
that was down on the Arrival of their Honors Ship. Indeed 
Sir it is no wonder the Company’s Servants in general is 
unwilling to come Inland, their usage in many particulars, not 
being equal to their Servitude. I am certain there is many 
packets sent to & again along the Bay, which is of no 
Consequence & this place is neglected, which would be the 
best Settlement belonging to the Company, was it well looked 
after, Sir the above do not point at you. 


JONE s=7, 1781 | Ores 


By the Flesh Indian, Musinnekishek and some others, 1781 
that built your Canoes for Trade, also small ones for themselves June 
to assist Mr. ILongmoore down with Furs from Hudson’s 
House, by these & some others I have sent 71 Bundles of Furs 
under the care of Wm. Walker and four more Englishmen, 
these are going down the middle track. 

Sir It gives me Infinite pleasure to Inform you of an Increase 
of Trade at both their Honors Inland Settlements, But on the 
other hand it grieves me to think the furs cannot be got down, 
though I am conscious to myself it is no neglect of mine. | 
received from Mr. Longmoore 6887 made Beavr. in furs 
consisting Chiefly of Whole and half parchment, Wolves foxes 
& coat Beaver, and our Trade at this place upwards of 7,000, 

a great part of which will remain here all the summer, I have 
paid these Indians as Usual & have given them tobacco & 
Ammunition for nothing I conclude wishing success to the 
Company’s Affairs, health & Happiness to you and all under 


your Command and remain 


Dear Sir 
Your most Obedient Humble Servt. 
P.S. My Best Compliments Witi1am Tomison 


to the Gentlemen of Your Mess.1 


6th Wednesday. Wind as yesterday, weather cloudy with 
rain all Day, paid off several of the Indians that came to carry 
down Furs, also several of those here before, about seven in 
the Evening the weather abated & two canoes went away. 

7th Thursday. Wind between N.W. & North, a fresh 
Breeze with Clear weather, till noon afterwards calm’d, sent 
off William Walker & four more Englishmen, with Furs for 
York Fort, also 15 Canoes of Indians, part of which are going 
down the south track paid off several more which is go away 
tomorrow, the Men employed at the press & repairing 
Canoes. 


1 The “ gentlemen ” were William Lockey, sloopmaster ; William Stephenson, 
surgeon; Edward Umffreville, assistant at York Fort ; and John Bennett 
Morris, writer. 
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From Mr. Wittram Tomison to Mr. Humpurey Marten 


CuMBERLAND House June 7th 1781 
KIND SIR 
By the Arrival of Escun Wescepunum & several more 
on the sth Instant, affords me a second Opportunity of sending 
down Furs, there is in this party 19 Canoes all Indians by 
whom I have sent 78 Bundles of Furs, under the care of Escun 
& Wescepunum, they being two trusty Men I have not sent 
any Englishmen that road, as I cannot afford to send the 
Canoes light & when deep loaded, with so much carrying 
Damages the Canoes, & endangers the Mens lives, I am sorry 
to acquaint You that there will be above roo Bundles of Furs 
left here all the summer, when I have done to my Utmost, Sir 
I am of opinion that was the North River Indians & part of 
the Home guard Tribe to be employed to carry up Goods, a 
great part of the furs might be got down, as it is impossible for 
us to get Indians here to carry down the Furs that may be 
Traded at their Honors Inland Settlements, Indeed Sir was 
we to be met on the road with Goods we could make two trips 
a Year with pleasure and then probably no furs would lay over 
Year at this Place. I conclude wishing success to the 
Company’s Affairs, Health and Happiness to you & all under 
Your Command & Remain 
Dear Sir 
Your most Obedient Humble Servant 
Wiiiam Tomison, 
P.S. These Indians are paid to 
the full besides a sufficient supply of Ammunition, tobacco & 
many other small articles, My Best respects to the Gentlemen 
of your Mess. 


8th Friday. Wind variable light Breezes, with clear warm 
weather, sent off 27 Canoes of English & Indians for York 
Fort the chief part of which is going down the North River 
track finished repairing Canoes & getting ready for embarking 
tomorrow if possible as our provisions is scarce and but little 
prospect of any more Indians coming to assist in carrying furs 
down. I propose to leave the following persons at Cumberland 
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House, when I embark for York Fort, vizt. George Hudson 1781 
being a sober Diligent young man is to be left in Charge, June 
James Elphingston Thomas Johnston John Irvin & Isaac 

Batt. 


From Mr. Witt1am Tomison to Mr. Humpurey Marten 


CuMBERLAND House Yune 8th 1781 
Kinp Sir 
Shagabinisscum being a very servicable man, I thought 
it proper to employ him in Building Canoes and to get Indians 
to carry down furs, for which as he as been been a Captain long 
ago, I have promised he should be used as such in every 
particular; Dear Sir I hope you will excuse my Boldness, there 
being great necessity for it as it is not an easy matter to get 
Indians to carry furs: Sir there is another Indian call’d the 
goose stone Indian, who I have promised to be used as a second 
Captain in the room of that worthy Indian call’d the Day, who 
died on the passage up last Year, he is a fine Indian for furs 
and has built a very good Canoe, no more at present But 
remains 
Your most Obedient Humble Servt. 
WILi1AM TomIson 


Fune oth 

Received of Mr. Tomison! the Charge of Cumberland House 

with the Stores, Trading Goods &ca. as pr. Account Book 
Witness My Hand 


GrorGE Hupson 


*B.239/a/79, York Fort Journal, July 11, 1781, “... At 4 AMM. Wm. 
Walker arrived at the Fort with information a large party of English and Indians 
were on the road and would be quickly here, and at 6 do. Mr. Wm. Tomison, 
Robt. Longmoor, Charles Isham and twenty other englishmen with a large party 
of indians, in all forty six canoes, many of them very large arrived at the Fort...”. 
The Cumberland House Journal is continued on p. 195. 
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A Journal of the most 
remarkable Transactions & Occurrences 
at Hudsons House from 1 2th September 1780 
to 22nd May 1781 
by 


Mr. Robert Longmoor Master 


B.87/a/3. This is a vellum-covered, foolscap book of forty-two folios and the 
entries cover twenty-four folios. ‘The title on p. 1$9 is written on the front cover. 


HUDSONS HOUSE 
NORTH AMERICA 


A Journal of transactions and occurrences, 
happening at Hudsons House, from Tuesday 
September 12th 1780 to Tuesday May the 22d 
1781 both days inclusive, by Robert Longmoor 
Master at the said House 


12th Tuesday. Fine Clear weather, Wind in the SWt. 1780 
quarter, At 9 AM Embark’d at Cumberland House, for September 
Hudsons House with Eight Canoes of Englishmen, twenty 
two in number, to viz. Robert Longmoor, James Elphingston, 
Malcolm Ross, Magnus Twatt, Charles Isham, Mitchell 
Omen, William Omen, James Spence Senr. Robert Davey, 
William Lewtit, James Sanderson, Magnus Annell, James 
Tate, Thomas Tate, Thomas Johnston, James Spence Junr., 
Nicholas Wishart, Edward Wishart, William Coupland 
William Folster, George Ross, John Irvin, and one homeguard 
Indian, paddled about 18 miles and then put up. 

13th Wednesday. At 6 A.M. embark’d, hard Gales of Wind 
in the SEt. quarter, Cloudy weather, At 5 P.M. put up, 
Distance about 28 miles, At 11 A.M. came up to where one of 
the French Canoes has put up, that has gone past two days ago. 

14th Thursday. At 54 A.M. Embark’d and at 5 P.M. put 
up Wind and weather as Yesterday. 

15th Friday. At 6 A.M. Embark’d, At 9 AM got out and 
track’d At 2 P.M. got in and paddled in Strong Currents, At 
5 P.M. put up fresh Gales Eterly. Distance about 18 miles. 

16th Saturday. Fine clear weather, At 54 A.M. embark’d 
At 6 P.M. put up, Distance about 25 miles, Wind Southerly. 

17th Sunday. Fine clear weather, Wind WSW, At 6 A.M. 
Embark’d and paddled till 3 P.M., then got out and track’d, 
At 6 P.M. put up Distance about 20 miles. 

18th Monday. Fine Clear weather, Wind in the SWt. 
quarter, At 5 AM Embark’d, track’d till 3 P.M. then put up, 
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where we met two Indian men of whom we traded 126 lbs. of 
dried meat and 170 lbs. of green meat. 

19th Tuesday. At 7 A.M. Embark’d, Small mizzling Rain, 
Wind in the SWt. quarter, At 3 P.M. hard Rain, put up. 
Distance about 15 miles. 

20th Wednesday. At 7 AM sett off tracking in Strong 
Currents, Cloudy weather, Wind in the SWt. quarter, met two 
Canoes of Indians this day, with a small quantity of furrs, but 
would not proceed to Cumberland House but returned back 
with us, At 5 P.M. put up. 

21st Thursday. At 6 AM sett off tracking in Strong Currents 
Cloudy weather, Wind WNW, At 6 put up, past Seven Tents 
of Indians this day, Traded some Green Beaver flesh and dry 
moose flesh. 

22nd Friday. Part Cloudy with Small Rain, the latter part 
Strong Gales of Wind tracking as before Distance about 18 
miles. 

23rd Saturday. Hard frost, At 8 AM sett off. At Noon small 
mizling Rain, Came up to the Branch, At 4 put up, the french 
Canoe that was gone before is now laying by here, Who by 
their dispositions I suppose are afraid to proceed before the 
rest of their men comes up having heard that there is a great 
many Indians tenting among the falls. 

24th Sunday. Thick foggy weather, WindSWt. At 9 AM 
sett off, Strong Rappid Currents and Shoal water, Broke 
two Canoes, At 2 P.M. put up with hard Rain and to mend 
Canoes. 

26th Monday. Hard frost, with Clear weather, At 8 AM 
embark’d, At 2 P.M. came up to two Tents of Indians of 
whom we traded some provisions At 5 P.M. put up and traded 
Green Beaver flesh from the same Indians and a small quantity 
of dried moose flesh. 

26th Tuesday. At 7 AM embark’d track’d to 11 AM and 
then got in and paddled to 5 P.M. and then put up. 

27th Wednesday. Hard frost, At 7 AM embark’d and 
paddled to 12 AM Came to the French House! which was all 
burned down, Mr. Robt. Longmoor and 2 men, went over 

1 The post at Sturgeon River. 
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Land to the House, to get the Door hung &c. the rest of the 
men went round with the Canoes At 5 P.M. put up. 

28th Thursday. At 6 A.M. embark’d and paddled in 
Strong Currents & Shoal water with hard Gales of Wind 
Wterly. At 5 P.M. put up. At Noon Robert Longmoor 
arrived at Hudsons House and this day we had all the Doors 
upon the Hinges. 

29th Friday. At 64 A.M. embark’d At 10 A.M, arrived 
at Hudsons House which we found with two of the Beams 
broke, and all the Roof fallen in, Whether by Accident, 
Thunder, or Lightning or Wind we cannot tell, Twenty Tents 
of Indians on the Plantation, and more expected daily. 

30th Saturday. Wind Wterly. fine weather, trading with 
the Indians of whom we received a few furrs and a little 
provisions, but very hard to please and all very poor. 

1st Sunday. Much the Same as Yesterday, We have now 
upwards of forty Tents of Indians on the Plantation, but very 
poor and very difficult to please. 

2nd Monday. Fine Calm weather, Some part of the Indians 
trading to go away, the Indians are so very poor for want of 
their Supplies of Guns, Ammunition, &c. last Year; that itis 
very hard dealing with them, All hands except four in the 
Warehouse, getting the House clearing, and getting Wood for 
repairing the same, this day so Tents on the Plantation. 

3rd Tuesday. Wind and weather as Yesterday, All hands 
working on and for the House, A few Stone Indians arrived 
with a small quantity of provisions and a few furrs. 

4th Wednesday. ‘Nind Wterly. fine clear weather, four 
hands in the Warehouse, trading with the Indians of whom 
we received a few furrs and a small quantity of provisions, 
All the rest working on and for the House, two or three Tents 
of Indians gone to meet the frenchmen. 

sth Thursday. All hands employed as before, in the 
Evening a few Indians arrived of whom we received a small 
quantity of provisions Wind and weather as before, upwards 
of Thirty Tents of Indians yet remaining on the Plantation. 

6th Friday. Wind S.Wt. with hard Gales, Cloudy weather 
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the River, traded a few Skins and a little provisions and went 
away again, Seven Tents of Indians went away, most part of 
them went to the frenchmen, Who we are informed are 
building a little below their Old House. 

7th Saturday. ‘Nind and weather, All hands employed as 
before, Indians trading a little dried meat, Very Poor and 
Troublesome. 

8th Sunday. Wind Eterly., Cloudy weather with Rain, 
Indians trading what little provisions they had left. 

gth Monday. Wind in the SEt. quarter, with Small Showers 
of Rain All hands employed on and for the House, Six Tents of 
Indians yet remaining on the plantation. 

10th Tuesday. Wind and weather as Yesterday, All hands 
employed as Yesterday, Some Indians arrived this day with a 
few furrs. 

11th Wednesday. A\l hands employed as before, the Indians 
of Yesterday traded and went away, Wind Wterly, with a few 
Showers of Sleet and Rain. 

12th Thursday. Wind Southerly, At night hard Rain, All 
hands clearing the Yard and laying the Canoes up for the 
Winter with other necessary Jobbs. 

13th Friday. Wind Northerly Clear weather, All hands 
employed clearing the Yard and cutting firewood, two Indian 
men came for Tobacco, but their families coming in is uncertain. 

14th Saturday. Wind NWt. part clear part cloudy, with 
Sleet and Rain All hands cutting firewood, P.M. arrived two 
Gangs of Indians but very little with them on account of their 
not having Supplies in the Spring. 

1$th Sunday. Wind variable, Clear weather, Trading with 
the Indians of Yesterday. 

16th Monday. Wind WNW Clear weather, All the Indians 
went away the Carpenter employed fitting up the Warehouse, 
the rest employed clearing the Plantation and cutting of 
firewood. 


1 Morton, History of the Canadian West, p. 331, “‘... The remains of a post 
three miles below, and on the left bank of the river opposite Betts Island, a mile 
and a half above the bridge at Prince Albert, must mark the new site”. A 
footnote adds that the site is in S.W.4, sect. 6, tp. 49, r. 25, W.2. 
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17th Tuesday. WNind in the NWt. quarter, Clear weather, 
All hands employed as Yesterday, A few Indians arrived with 
a small quantity of Provisions. 

18th Wednesday. \Nind as before, the fore part of the day 
much Rain, the after part much Sleet, two Arrived with Green 
flesh, four Indians came for Tobacco, trading what little 
provisions the Indians had left, All hands employed as before. 

19th Thursday. Nind as before Clear weather, A few Stone 
Indians came in with a little provisions, All hands as before. 

20th Friday. WNind in the SWt. quarter with hard Gales of 
Wind Carpenter employed fitting up the Warehouse, the rest 
of the men repairing the Chimneys, A few Stone Indians came 
in with a little dried meat, and a few Skins. 

21st Saturday. Wind Northerly, Clear weather, All hands 
employed as Yesterday, P.M. five Stone Indians came for 
Tobacco for their Leaders not coming in, five Englishmen, the 
Homeguard Indian and another Indian fitted out to go away 
in the morning to pass part of the Winter as provisions runs 
very nigh, and our quantity of Goods small, Brandy being 
always their Cry of which we have but a Small Share, and when 
thats expended, We need neither expect furrs nor provisions, 
for in Room of 190 Gallons, had we three times that quantity 
we might make a very good Return, the Stone Indians traded 
and went away. 

22nd Sunday. Nind in the SWt. quarter, Clear weather 
with frost the men fitted out Yesterday went away, Plantation 
clear of Indians the only day since we have been here. 

23rd Monday. Wind and weather as Yesterday, Carpenter 
employed fitting up the House, the rest of the men repairing 
the Chimneys. 

24th Tuesday. ‘Nind Southerly Clear weather, The men 
employed as Yesterday, two Indian men came in with four or 
five Skins to trade Ironwork, and to beg Powder, Shot, &c. 

25th Wednesday. ‘Wind and weather as Yesterday, 
Carpenter employed as before, the rest gathering firewood. 

26th Thursday. Wind and weather much the same as 
before, All hands employed as Yesterday, A few Indians came 
in to trade Tobacco and Ironwork. 
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27th Friday. WNind in the NWt. quarter fine Clear weather, 
The Indians traded and went away, the men employed as 
before. 

28th Saturday. Do. weather, the men employed as before, 
no Indians on the Plantation at present. 

29th Sunday. Wind in the SWt. quarter, Clear weather. 

30th Monday. Wind in the SEt. quarter the fore part 
Cloudy with Snow, the latter part Clear, Carpenter employed 
fitting up the House the men getting of firewood. 

31st Tuesday. This day fine clear weather, the men employed 
as Yesterday no Indians on the Plantation nor no account of the 
Englishmen that is gone to Hunt, the Natives have burnt all 
the ground, that nothing can Stay on it, their design 1s that they 
may get a great deal for provisions as very few is hunting of 
furrs, Wind in the NWt. quarter. 

1st Wednesday. Fine Clear weather, Wind as before, All 
hands employed as before. 

2nd Thursday. \Nind Wterly. fine clear weather, Carpenter 
employed fitting up the House two men sawing Plank, the rest 
getting firewood. 

3rd Friday. Wind and weather as Yesterday, All hands 
employed as Yesterday. 

4th Saturday. ‘Wind and weather as before, All hands 
employed as before. 

sth Sunday. Nind in the NWt. quarter, Blowing hard, 
Cloudy weather. 

6th Monday. Wind variable from Et. to SWt. Cloudy 
weather, Carpenter edging Boards for the upper flooring, 
two men at the Pitsaw, the rest getting firewood. 

7th Tuesday. ‘Nind Northerly, Cloudy weather, All hands 
employ’d as Yesterday. 

8th Wednesday. Wind from ENEt. to WNWt. Clear 
weather and Sharp Carpenter laying the upper flooring, Some 
of the people edging Plank the rest getting firewood, At 4 P.M. 
two Swampy Ground Stone Indians of them that formerly went 
down to York fort, came for Tobacco, Who after they had got 
two Pounds of Tobacco, then they wanted Powder, and got 
One Pound each for their two Leaders, then they went away 
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dissatisfied on account of their not having the Loan of a Gun, 
which is not to be trusted in these parts, and besides after all 
their coming in is very uncertain. 

gth Thursday. ‘Nind Southerly blowing hard, a great deal 
of Ice going in the River, All hands employed as before, At 
2 P.M. arrived five Stone Indian men, and families with a few 
furrs. 

10th Friday. Wind Northerly, Cloudy weather, All hands 
employ’d as before, the Stone Indians traded and went away. 

11th Saturday. Wind in the NWt. quarter, Clear weather 
and Cold, All hands employed as before. 

12th Sunday. Wind SWt. Cloudy weather, the River fast 
in the morning, but at noon broke up again with hard Gales of 
Wind. 

13th Monday. Wind Southerly, Cloudy weather with some 
Snow, Carpenter employed laying the upper flooring, part of 
the people employed with him the rest getting firewood. 

14th Tuesday. Wind and weather as Yesterday, All hands 
employed as Yesterday. 

15th Wednesday. ‘Nind Northerly, Cloudy weather with 
mizzling Snow. All hands employed as before. 

16th Thursday. Wind variable all round the Compass, 
Cloudy weather Carpenter and some of the people laying the 
upper flooring, the rest falling Timberpieces and chopping 
them. 

17th Friday. ‘Nind from NEt. to NWt. fore part Cloudy, 
the latter part Clear All hands employed as Yesterday, Three 
Indians arrived from across the River, starving for want of 
provisions, the Ground being all burnt and no Snow on the 
Ground, so as they cant hunt nor see a track. 

18th Saturday. Clear weather with Wind in the NWt. 
quarter, two men at the Pitsaw, four squareing Timberpieces, 
two with the Carpenter, the rest cutting firewood. 

19th Sunday. Fine Clear weather, Wind at South Very little 
Ice in the River. 

20th Monday. Wind Eterly. with Snow two men at the 
Pitsaw two with the Carpenter laying the upper flooring, the 
rest getting firewood. 
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21st Tuesday. Wind Eterly. Cloudy weather, All hands 
employed as before, the five Englishmen and the Homeguard 
Indian arrived, Starving having seen no Buffallo, the ground 
all being burnt up, they have seen no Indians this 19 days and 
what they saw was in the same Condition with themselves all 
Starving. 

22nd Wednesday.  Nind variable in the NWt. quarter, 
Cloudy weather All hands employed as before. 

23rd Thursday. Wind NEt. Cloudy weather, All hands | 
employed as before. 

24th Friday. Wind Southerly, Clear weather, One 
Englishman and the Homeguard Indian a hunting, two Red 
Deer kill’d by the Englishman, the rest employed as before. 

25th Saturday. Nind Eterly. with Snow, the Carpenter 
employed as before, Some of the People away bringing home 
flesh, the rest cutting firewood. 

26th Sunday. Wind about ENEt. with Snow all day, P.M. 
arrived a few Stone Indians with a few furrs and a little 
provisions, the Whole of the Indians has been complaining of ~ 
the White flux! ever since I have been up this Year. 

27th Monday. ind in the NWt. quarter, clear weather, | 
the River fast opposite here, A.M. came some Southward 
Indians with a little Green Moose flesh, Trading with the 
Indians. 

28th Tuesday. The Indians went off, the Carpenter laying 
the upper flooring, two men assisting him, the rest cutting 
firewood, Cold weather with Wind at NNEt. and Clear. 

29th Wednesday. ‘Nind in the NWt. quarter, very sharp 
weather, the men employed as before. 

30th Thursday. Wind SWt. Clear weather, and very Cold, 
All hands employ’d as before. 


1 E.2/13, Observations on Hudson’s Bay [by Andrew Graham, 1782], p. 131, 
“Of the Indians . . . Their constitution is strong and healthy : their disorders 
few, the chief of which are The Flux Consumption or pain ir the breast 
proceeding as is supposed from the cold air being drawn into the lungs and 
constraining the vessels, spread throughout that organ impeds the circulation 
for respiration is extreamly difficult and painful, yet I never heard of any dying 
ofit...”. Cf H.B.8., XIV, 295, country distemper. 
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1st Friday. Wind Southerly Clear weather with fresh 
Gales, All Hands employed as before, two Indian men came 
in from the Southward, had been Six days upon their Journey 
with a few Skins and traded nothing but Brandy to carry away 
with them to their families. 

2nd Saturday. ‘Nind Northerly Clear weather, Some of the 
men employed setting up Wolf and fox Traps along Shore, 
two men trying to take a Beaver House but had no success the 
rest employed cutting firewood, the Indians traded but not 
gone away. 

3rd Sunday. Wind Southerly Clear weather, the Indians 
went off, the Homeguard Indian went to go about three or four 
mile with them to bring back the Sled they had the Loan of, 
and the Gun he had the Loan of he took with him, but did not 
return at night as expected. 

4th Monday. Wind in the SWt. quarter, fore part Clear, 
latter part Cloudy, two Stone Indian men came for Tobacco, 
for two Leaders who always come to us and has not been in this 
Year yet, but as yet they are afar off, had been Seven Nights 
upon their Journey, Sent two Pounds of Tobacco to each, the 
Carpenter laying the upper flooring, two assisting him, five 
looking after and setting up Traps, but as yet nothing has been 
catched in them, the ace foxes &c. being all shy being 
nipped with the Indians nigh hand, and no Guns! can be 
trusted for Indians passing and repassing the rest of the men 
cutting firewood the homeguard Indian not yet returned. 

sth Tuesday. Wind in the NEt. quarter, fore part Clear, 
latter part Blowing hard, with thick Snow and drift, two of the 
men went to see if they could get any intelligence of the 
Homeguard Indian, who is not returned but the day turning 
out excessive bad oblidged them to return, four men Chopping 
Timberpieces, Carpenter employed as before, the rest cutting 
firewood, the Stone Indians went away. 

6th Wednesday. Wind as before, Blowing hard and Cold, 
Carpenter employed laying the upper flooring, two men 
assisting him, two men at the Pitsaw, the rest cutting firewood 
the Homeguard Indian not returned. 


1 ].e., setting guns. 
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7th Thursday. ‘Nind Southerly, Clear weather and Sharp, 
All hands employed as before P.M. arrived three Indian men 
and the Homeguard Indian with 119 lbs. of green Moose 
flesh, but no furrs except One Grizzled Bear, No Indians 
coming in with Provisions this long time, and not having 
above 20 days provisions in the House, will oblidge all hands to 
come to Short allowance if no Indians comes in in a weeks 
time as there is no way to send any Englishmen out. 

8th Friday. Hard Gales at South, with Sharp weather, two 
men at the Pitsaw, this day the Carpenter finish’d the upper 
flooring, the rest of the men cutting firewood, the Indians went 
off this morning, but I cannot send any men with them, as they 
are not trusty Indians. 

gth Saturday. ‘The men employed as before, except the 
Carpenter who is making a Hatch for the upper floor, nothing 
catched in our traps as yet, Wind in the NWt. quarter. 

10th Sunday. Very Sharp clear weather, with wind in the 
NWt. quarter. 

11th Monday. Do. weather, the Carpenter and two men 
away in the Woods falling and Splitting Snow Shoe frames, 
two men at the Pitsaw cutting Boards the rest cutting firewood. - 

12th Tuesday. Wind inthe NWt. quarter, Cold weather and 
Sharp, the men employed cutting firewood, the Carpenter 
making Snow Shoes, the Homeguard Indian and one 
Englishman away hunting but no luck. 

13th Wednesday. Ward Gales of Wind at SEt. with thick 
Snow all these 24 Hours, the Carpenter making Snow Shoe 
frames the rest cutting firewood. 

14th Thursday. A.M. three Indians arrived for Tobacco, 
one a Southward Indian, the other two of the Indians lately 
brought in to trade, two tents of them to arrive at noon, and 
they informed me that there was twelve Tents of them in all 
and ten frenchmen, the frenchmen stopped them and killed 
some of their Dogs and would not let them come in here, As 
soon as I heard of it, I went off with four men to see if possible 
to meet them, but did not meet them as they had gone another 
track, At 4 P.M. I returned the Indians just arrived with 
a few furrs and a little provisions, the men at home employed 
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as the day before, Sharp Clear weather with Wind at 
NWt. 

16th Friday. At 6 A.M. I sent of ten men armed, to see if 

ossible to meet the Indians and if they chused to come here, 

that the frenchmen should not stop them, and that if they made 
any resistance to pay them accordingly as they deserved, but 
as they was afraid to keep the proper Road they went out of the 
way, So that my men returned without having the Satisfaction 
to see them, the Indians trading and at noon went off the 
Carpenter making Snow Shoes, the rest of the men cutting 
firewood, Clear Sharp weather, Wind in the NWt. quarter. 

16th Saturday. The men part employed getting Wood for 
Sleds, and part getting firewood, At noon arrived three men 
and three Women with some furrs to trade, Tobacco and 
Brandy but no Provisions, only One Red Deer which they 
killed nigh at hand, Which our men is to bring to morrow 
Cloudy weather with Wind at SEt. 

17th Sunday. ‘Thick weather with Wind at NEt. four men 
bringing home Red Deers flesh. 

18th Monday. The Indians trading, P.M. One Indian 
arrived for Tobacco, another from the South Side of the River 
who had been a hunting and kill’d two Red Deer nigh to Here, 
He is a Hunter belonging to the Canadian Traders but it is all 
one to me, where they come from, if they bring me either furrs 
or Provisions, this day I have fitted Out Seven Englishmen, to 
go away with the Indians that came on Saturday, the rest 
cutting firewood, All this 24 Hours thick Snow and hard 
Gales of Wind at NEt. 

19th Tuesday. Wind at NEt. thick weather with heavy 
Snow the Indians arrived and trading for Liquor, All the 
Indians drunk on the Plantation, One of the Indians that 
arrived on Saturday a hunting and kill’da Red Deer, Seven men 
away bringing home flesh the rest cutting firewood. 

20th Wednesday. Wind SEt. thick weather with Snow, two 
men with two horses away bringing home Red Deers flesh, 
the Indians trading for Liquor and to go away, the rest of the 
men cutting firewood. 

21st Thursday. he Indians all trading for Brandy and what 
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not but Brandy, Tobacco, Powder and Ball, for the most part, 
At present I have heard of a good prospect of Trade amongst 
these Indians which is more than IJ have heard since I have been 
here this Season before, But before Indians comes that is far off 
We have always such a small Stock of Goods, that it is done 
before they come in, And few men; And when Provisions is 
scarce as this Year is, it takes One third for Provisions and 
giving to Leaders for encouragement, The men cutting 
firewood, Thick Hazy weather Wind at South. 

22nd Friday. Wind at SEt. thick hazy weather, this day 
part of the Indians trading, P.M. all done and gone off. 
James Elphingston, five more Englishmen and the Homeguard 
Indian gone with them to pass the remainder of the Winter as 
Provisions cannot scarce be got, the rest of the men getting 
firewood. 

23rd Saturday. Thick weather with some Snow, the 
Carpenter making Snow Shoes, the rest of the men cutting 
firewood, Wind at South. 

24th Sunday. Fine Clear weather, Wind SWt., P.M. two 
Indians arrived with Red Deers flesh two whole Ones but 
small. 

25th Monday. Fine clear weather, Wind at South, A.M. the 
Indians went off. 

26th Tuesday. Wind at South, Clear weather, Carpenter 
employed making Snow Shoes, P.M. One Indian arrived for 
Tobacco for One Tent of Indians that is coming in Starving, 
they have eat three Dogs and part of their Beaver Skins for 
want of provisions, the rest of the men cutting firewood. 

27th Wednesday. ‘Nind at SWt. fine Clear weather, the men 
employed as the day before, P.M. the Indians arrived, but 
two men have not traded any thing this day. 

28th Thursday. fine Clear weather, Wind at South, the 
Indians traded what Skins they had remaining which was only 
Beaver 22 and 2 all for Brandy except three for Tobacco, and 
it is daily most the same case, P.M. the Indians went away, 
Carpenter making Snow Shoes, the rest cutting firewood. 

29th Friday. Fine Clear weather, Wind in the SWt. quarter, 
All hands employed as Yesterday. 
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30th Saturday. Wind at NEt. Clear weather, All hands 
employed as before. 

31st Sunday. All these 24 Hours thick weather with Snow 
and hard Gales at SEt. 


1st Monday. the men employed cutting firewood, Carpenter 
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making Snow Shoes, thick Snow all this day with hard Gales of January 


Wind at SEt. 

and Tuesday. All this 24 Hours thick weather with Wind 
at SEt. the Carpenter employed in the Woods getting Birch 
for Sleds, four men with him, the rest cutting of firewood, no 
account of any Indians at present. 

3rd Wednesday. Thick Rimy weather and some small 
Snow with Wind in the SWt. quarter, All hands employed as 
Yesterday. 

4th Thursday. Fine clear weather with Wind in the SEt. 
quarter, the Carpenter and four men in the Woods, Splitting 
and Chopping of Wood for Sleds to go to Cumberland House, 
the rest getting firewood. 

5th Friday. The Carpenter and all Hands employed as 
Yesterday Clear sharp weather with Wind in the NEt. 
quarter. 

6th Saturday. ¥ore part clear, latter part Cloudy, with some 
Snow Sharp weather, Wind from Et. to SSEt. the Carpenter 
making of Sleds and three men chopping of them, the rest 
cutting firewood. 

7th Sunday. Fore part Cloudy, latter part Clear and Sharp, 
with Wind in the NEt. quarter. 

8th Monday. Wind NWt. sharp clear weather, two men 
splitting Birch for Sleds, the Carpenter making Sleds, the rest 
of the men cutting firewood. 

9th Tuesday. A.M. thick weather with Snow, All hands 
employed as Yesterday, P.M. three Indian men arrived from 
the Beaver Country with a few furrs for Brandy Tobacco, they 
give the same account as what I have had all this Season before, 
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of Indians starving, and have eat up all their Dogs, and cannot 
come in for want of provisions. 

10th Wednesday. ‘The Indians trading for Brandy but 
nothing else, and our Brandy is so little that it is scarce worth 
coming here with such a small quantity, P.M. three Indian men 
and their families arrived from within, they have neither furrs 
nor provisions, but almost starved for want, the Carpenter 
making Snow Shoes, the rest of the men cutting firewood, 
Cloudy weather Wind at SWt. 

11th Thursday. Clear weather, Wind at South, the Indians 
done trading but on the Plantation, the Carpenter employed as 
Yesterday, the rest falling firewood. 

12th Friday. ‘Thick weather with Wind at NWt., the Indians 
that arrived on Tuesday went off, the Starved Indians as yet 
on the Plantation, P.M. three Stone Indians arrived for Tobacco 
from the same Leaders that two Young Men arrived from the 
4th December the morrow at noon to arrive, the men employed 
as Yesterday. 

13th Saturday. A.M. Twelve Stone Indian men of them 
that bring in most of the Provisions, But at present they are 
starving, after they had something to Eat, one of them fell 
down in a Swoon, and was for some time before he came to 
himself, they have a few Wolves and foxes to trade Powder, 
Guns, Ball and Tobacco they have been 14 days in coming 
from their families, the men cutting firewood, Clear weather, 
Wind at NEt. 

14th Sunday. Forepart trading with the Indians, At noon 
finish’d trading, the Indians all ready to go off next morning, 
hard Gales of Wind with Snow from the NWt. quarter. 

1 §th Monday. The Stone Indians went off, the men employed 
cutting firewood, Cold weather with Wind at NEt. blowing 
hard. | 

16th Tuesday. Thick weather with Snow, Wind in the NEt. 
quarter five men making Ready to go down to Cumberland 
House the rest cutting firewood. 

17th Wednesday. A.M. the men that goes to Cumberland 
House, getting ready to go of in the morning, there allowance 
served out, the rest of the men cutting firewood, P.M. At 6 
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oClock, two Stone Indians arrived entirely Starved and left 
their Wives behind them, they have been 7 nights on their 
Journey, and nothing to put in their mouths, only Dogs which 
is now expended, very Sharp Cloudy weather always with 
Snow and Rime, Wind at NWt. 

18th Thursday. This morning the Pacquet sett off for 
Cumberland House, and I sent One man to bring the Indians 
that is starved and not able to walk to the House, the rest 
cutting firewood, thick Rimy weather with Wind at NWt. 


The Copy of the General Letter 


Hupsons House Fany. 18th 17814 
SIR 

This comes with my Compliments to You, hoping this 
will find you and all under your Command in good health as 
thank God we are in at present, but we are very like to be ina 
very bad situation for provisions, as | have not at present above 
700 Ibs. of Beat Meat and 200 lbs. of Dry Meat, I had always 
hopes of some coming in untill the last Saturday, that the 
Indians I trusted to arrived quite starving, and have eat part 
of their Dogs coming in, and there is no Indians that has been 
here that will stay about here to Hunt, the Ground is all burnt, 
and no Buffallo, the Natives burnt it as they was nigh hand in 
the fall and far from the Beaver Country, in purpose that they 
might get a great price for provisions, but great part of them 
has payed for it since, by Hunger and oblidged to go far off, I 
have not had above 300 lbs. wt. of Provisions from the Stone 
Indians this Winter and but very few furrs, as you know when 
Provisions is scarce, they cannot hunt furrs, I have had all of 
the Provisions at a very dear Rate, and for the most part Brandy, 
and oblidged to give them Ammunition for nothing, My Trade 
at this time is very little above 2000. 

SIR 

I hope that if possible that you can spare any Brandy 
you will send by the Bearers as much as possible you can, and 
56 lbs. of low India, Shot Bristol about 14 lbs., and if you can 
spare four or five Dozen of Roach handled Knives, as for any 

1 For Tomison’s copy of this letter dated January 17 see p. 134. 
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thing else, I dont stand in much need, I sent Six men out the 
first of the Winter, but in one months absence, they returned 
almost starving The 22nd of last month, I sent of Six men and 
the Homeguard Indian with the Indians to find themselves, I 
arrived at Hudsons House Septr. the 28th with the Carpenter 
and One man, to have the Doors put on, as there was a great 
number of Indians nigh hand and two Tents on the Plantation, 
I found the Roof fallen in and two Beams broke which we 
repaired as fast as possible and cut plank and laid the upper 
floor, I stopped the men a great deal longer than what I would, 
thinking to have sent you better news, but I am oblidged to 
send them as it is those men, I have served full allowance for 
12 days but as soon as these men sets off, All hands is to be at 
Short allowance, All the men behaved themselves extremely 
well and very brisk in coming up in the fall, or had the 
Frenchmen been up before us we should have been starved all 
the Year, So no more at present, but I conclude wishing 
Success to the Company’s Affairs, and Health and Happiness 
to You and all under your Command 
Sir, 
Your most Humble Servant 
Rosert LoncmMoor 


19th Friday. ‘Thick Snow all day and drift, I am oblidged 
to send one man to cut wood for the Starved Indians to keep 
them from freezing, the rest of the men cutting firewood, NB 
All Hands served out Short allowance, Dry Meat 6 lbs. Beat 
Meat 6 lbs. and fat 2 lbs. hard Gales of Wind at NEt. 

20th Saturday. Ward Gales of Wind at NWt. and thick 
Drift, the men employed cutting firewood. 

21st Sunday. Fine Clear weather with Wind at NWt. and 
very Cold the Starved Indians as yet untraded. 

22nd Monday. Wore part Clear Wind in the NWt. quarter, 
latter part Cloudy the men employed cutting firewood, At 5 
P.M. arrived four Indian men with a few Beaver Skins, 
Starving, and left part of their furrs by the way for Hunger 
and wants to trade Provisions. 


23rd Tuesday. This day part of the Indians traded, and part 
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not able to trade, the men cutting firewood, Cloudy weather, 
Wind NWt. Sharp weather. 

24th Wednesday. A.M. some of the Indians went away and 
part not traded will not go away untill others arrive for fear of 
Starving, fine Clear weather, Wind NWt. the men all away 
falling wood. 

25th Thursday. ‘This day two Indians a hunting but killed 
nothing they are in such a miserable Condition, that at night 
they are afraid to lay down, for fear of being killed and Eat 
before day and in the situation | am in, I can help them very 
little, fine Clear weather, but Cold Wind at South latter part 
of the day Cloudy the men cutting of firewood. 

26th Friday. The men cutting firewood, three Indian mena 
huntg. One killed a Red Deer, Wind variable from SWt. to 
SEt. and clear weather. 

27th Saturday. Your men fetching home flesh, the rest 
cutting firewood the Indians hunting kill’d a Red Deer which 
they keep’d for themselves Cloudy weather with snow and 
Drift, Wind at North. 

28th Sunday. Cloudy weather with some Snow, Wind from 
North to Wt. and warm. 

29th Monday. ‘This day the Indians a hunting, One Moose 
and one Red Deer kill’d, the men cutting firewood, Cloudy 
weather with Wind from South to WSWt. variable. 

30th Tuesday. Five men bringing home green Meat, Half 
the Red Deer and the Offal of the Moose, the Hunters keeps 
for their own families, the rest of the men cutting firewood, 
Cloudy weather with Wind at South and some mizzling Snow. 

31st Wednesday. This day the men employed cutting 
firewood, No Indians hunting this day, All tired with the Deep 
Snow and bad walking, Cloudy weather with small Snow, 
Wind variable from So. to SEt. and ESFt. 

1st Thursday. The men employed as Yesterday, two Indians 
a hunting but has killed nothing, Hard Gales of Wind at NWt. 
and very Cold. 

and Friday. Fine Clear weather, Wind at WNW, the men 
employed cutting firewood, two Indians hunting but killed 
nothing. 

M 
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3rd Saturday. A.M. One Indian arrived for Tobacco for 
some Southward Indians and two Stone Indians, Coming in, 
not to arrive untill to morrow, the men cutting firewood, Wind 
variable from SWt. to NWt. 

4th Sunday. his day the Indians arrived, but all starving 
as before, A few with Beaver Skins, and some Wolves 
and small Foxes, Clear Weather Wind at NEt. two Indian 
Men gone off for five or Six days to hunt and one 
Englishman. 

sth Monday. ‘The Indians all trading for Brandy Tobacco 
and Ball and some Cloth, the men attending the natives going 
out and in, part of them drunk, at last they traded amongst 
them all 81 lbs. of half dry Meat which was all they had, 
Cloudy weather Wind variable Southerly. 

6th Tuesday. A.M. the Indians went off, fine clear weather 
and Sharp in the morning, but warm in the middle of the day, 
the men cutting firewood, Wind at WN Wt. 

7th Wednesday. This daythe men employed packing of furrs, 
P.M. the Englishman that I sent away with the Indians to 
hunt, returned as they have had no Chance of killing any thing, 
and was starving, and they are gone farther off to see what they 
can do, Cloudy weather Wind at SEt. 

8th Thursday. All hands employed packing of furrs, the 
part Cloudy with some Snow, P.M. clear weather Wind at fore 
South. 

gth Friday. The men employed cutting firewood, Cloudy all 
these 24 Hours, Wind variable from SWt. to ESEt. 

10th Saturday. Cloudy weather with hard Gales of Wind at 
NEt. and flying Showers of Snow, the men employed carrying 
home dry wood, five Indians lying as yet starving on the 
Plantation. 

11th Sunday. Fresh Gales of Wind at So. and SWt. with 
flying Clouds. 

12th Monday. Thick Cloudy weather, Wind in the SWt. 
quarter the men cutting firewood. 

13th Tuesday. This day three Small Gangs of Indians, 
arrived all from different quarters, but most from the Beaver 
Country and three of them from the Barren Ground, and all 
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cannot make 60 made Beaver, the men employed taking care of 
the Indians, Wind in the NWt. quarter. 

14th Wednesday. A.M. two Indians arrived from hunting 
for men to bring home meat, five men went off with them, as it 
is far off, to morrow I expect them to return if possible, clear 
weather, wind at NWt. five of the Indian men went off P.M. 
traded 29 lbs. of half dry Beavers flesh. 

15th Thursday. The men at home falling firewood, One 
Indian man traded ready go of to morrow morning, At 6 
P.M. our men arrived with five Sleds loaded with meat part of 
it Moose and part Buffalloe, part of two Beasts, of which they 
must save part for themselves, We must continue at short 
allowance, it is better long little than soon to be at nothing, 
Clear weather, Wind variable from NWt. to NEt. 

16th Friday. The men employed cutting firewood, Cold 
weather with wind at NWt. 

17th Saturday. A.M. excessive Cold with Wind at South 
untill about noon, and then a little more mild, Wind variable 
but a Serene Sky, the Indians could not go to hunt P.M. the 
men carrying home dry Wood. 

18th Sunday. Very Cold, but not so Cold as Yesterday, 
Wind variable from So. to SEt. Served out two men, 40 lbs. 
Beat Meat and fat 12 lbs. to go and meet the men coming 
from Cumberland House, they are to sett off to morrow 
morning. 

19th Monday. The men cutting firewood, P.M. the men 
arrived from Cumberland House with Brandy, Gallons 224 
Shot Bristol 18 lbs., Low India 57 lbs. and Roach Knives 48, 
which is all Mr. Tomison says he can spare, which I very well 
believe, as it is hard to get Indians to go down, and much 
harder when Brandy and other Goods is not in being, So that 
Only for want of men and Goods, is all that stands in Your 
Honours way, but much more in your Honours In put Masters 
here and at Cumberland House, Your Honour’sis unacquainted 
in the Country, and none that is Master at the Principal 
Forts, is any Judge of Your Honours Settlements Inland 
only them that is in the place being, Wind NWt. Clear Cold 
weather. 
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Copy of the General Letter 
CuMBERLAND House February 4th 17811 
SIR 
By the arrival of five men on the first Instant I received 
your kind favour, Dated the 18th Jany. which gave me great 
pleasure to hear that you and all under your Direction was in 
good Health which happiness thank God we enjoy here. 

As to Provisions, I never saw a greater scarcity among the 
Natives then what has been this Year, I have had no more than 
6 sides of Moose flesh brought in this Winter, Rabbets and 
Partridges scarce any to be got, and fish not so plenty as usual, 
I have been oblidged to send Provisions to Starved Indians 
before they came to the House, and Maintain them while here, 
also to give them a supply to carry them away, which has 
reduced my small Stock greatly, If Provisions should grow 
plenty with you in the Spring, you will please to trade about 
the same quantity for this place, as you did last Year, and more 
if possible, as in all probability I may not be able to get any 
quantity here, You will also endeavour to get as many Indians 
as you possibly can to assist in carrying down furrs, and tell 
them from me that I shall preserve a little Brandy for them 
against that time. 

Our Trade at this place is upwards of s000 made Beaver 
including what was left last Year, and there is a daily expectation 
of more as there is no Canadians nearer to us than where the 
Dutchman Winter’d last Year. 

I have sent by the Bearers, the following Articles of Trading 
Goods, Vizt. Brandy, Gallons 221, Shot Bristol 18 lbs. Low 
India 57 lbs. and Roach Knives 48 which is all I can spare, the 
Brandy Especially, as you know it is very difficult to get 
Indians to assist in carrying down furrs when there is Brandy, 
but much more so when there is none, I conclude Wishing 
great Success to the Companys Affairs, health and happiness to 
You and all under your Command 

Your most Obedt. Humble Servant 
WILi1amM Tomison 
P.S. Please to bring down with you the Pitsaw and spade. 
* For Tomison’s copy of this letter see p. 135. 
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20th Tuesday. Clear weather, Wind at South, the men 
cutting firewood. 

21st Wednesday. \Nind at South, fine clear warm day, the 
men cutting firewood, two Old Men went away down to the 
French House, with their furrs as I had no Guns to trade. 

22nd Thursday. Fine Clear weather, Wind at South, the men 
cutting firewood, two Indians Hunting and killed two Red 
Deer. 

23rd Friday. A.M. 6 men went off to bring home Meat, 
the Hunters only keeped the Offal for themselves, the Men that 
was at home cutting firewood fine Clear weather Wind at South. 

24th Saturday. The men employed clearing the Yard of 
Snow, fine Clear weather Wind at NWt. 

25th Sunday. P.M. two Indian Men arrived, with about 
70 lbs. of Provisions, Dry Meat and Beat Meat, fine clear 
weather Wind at SEt. with hard Gales. 

26th Monday. Fresh Gales of Wind at SEt., the Indians as 
yet not gone off, the men cutting firewood. 

27th Tuesday. A.M. one Indian arrived for Tobacco for 
one Leader and three men from the Beaver river, P.M. two 
Young Men arrived for Tobacco for two Tents of fall Indians, 
that is to come in to morrow, No Provisions but some Wolves 
and foxes, I have heard from the Beaver Indians, that nigh 
where they came from, they have eat their Horses and Dogs 
and part of them died after for want, the men clearing the 
Plantation, Wind at South. 

28th Wednesday. The Beaver Indians a trading, P.M. the 
fall Indians arrived, the men cutting firewood, thick Snow all 
this day, with wind at SEt. 

1st Thursday. A.M. the Indians trading, All the men 
attending the Indians, Some Drunk and some not, the fall 
Indians trading for Ironwork and Tobacco, Clear weather and 
Cold, Wind at NEt. 

and Friday. he fall Indians went off and Beaver Indians, 
P.M. two Beaver Indians arrived and traded about 12 Beaver 
and went off directly, No Provisions with any, But all 
complaining of Starving Wind SWt. the men clearing the 
Plantation. 
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3rd Saturday. Three Young men arrived for Tobacco for 
three Leaders that is to come in to morrow morning, they say 
they have some provisions with them, which I am very glad to 
hear of, the men cutting firewood, hard Gales of Wind at South 
all these 24 Hours. 

4th Sunday. A.M. the Indians arrived, P.M. the men all 
attending the Indians all drunk, At 8 P.M. they wanted to 
force the Gates and come in to take what they pleased, they had 
ten Guns loaded, Some with Ball, Some with Slugs and some 
Bristol Shot, they cut the Gates and likewise some of the 
Stockades the first Gun presented I broke, and then took all 
the rest from them, and their Knives and Bayonets, and four I 
confined in the House, which was the Ringleaders, for some 
time, And then as [ had all their Arms I let them out, Those 
is the same Villains that killed the Frenchmen! and Robbed 
them, two years ago, but if in Case one Englishman should be 
killed I will not spare one Indian that I know has any hand in 
it but as they was smartly received, and having no Benefit, only 
some hard words and one Gun broke and all their Knives and 
Bayonets taken from them, I think it is over, But I am all 
ready if it should happen, and every man here the same, for to 
defend our Masters property and our own Lives, Wind at 
South. 

$th Monday. All quiet, the Indians trading a little Provisions 
for Tobacco and Ironwork, No Powder nor Ball will I trade 
with them the men employed attending the Indians, Clear 
weather, Wind So. 

6th Tuesday. ‘This morning at 6 A.M., the Indians went all 
off quietly and no bad words, fine Clear weather, Wind at 
South the men cutting firewood. 

7th Wednesday. Thick Snow all day, Wind NEt. with hard 
Gales, the men cutting firewood, At 8 P.M. two Young men 
arrived with a few Beaver for Tobacco and Brandy, nothing 
else. 

8th Thursday. A.M. the Indians went off, the mer. cutting 
firewood Wind at South but very Cold. 


1 This is a reference to the trouble at Eagle Hills on April 22, 1779, when 
John Cole was killed. See H.B.8., XIV, 332. 
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gth Friday. Six men packing furrs, the rest cutting firewood, 
hard Gales of Wind at South and very Cold. 

10th Saturday. Ward Gales of Wind at NWt. and Cloudy, 
the men cutting firewood. 

11th Sunday. A.M. two Young Men arrived for Tobacco 
from the fall Indians, that is only lately brought in to kill furrs, 
but they are Starving, they have mostly Small Colour’d foxes, 
and but very few Wolves, Hard Gales of Wind from NEt. 
variable to Wt. P.M. 

12th Monday. A.M. the Indians traded and went away, 
P.M. five men arrived from the Beaver Country with some 
furrs and some provisions the men employed cutting firewood, 
All these 24 Hours blowing very hard at South and very Cold. 

13th Tuesday. A.M. the Indians went away, thick Snow 
with fresh Gales of Wind at NEt. all day, P.M. One Indian 
arrived for Tobacco At 5 P.M. the Indians arrived with about 
200 lbs. Wt. of Beat Meat and 250 lbs. Green Moose flesh, 
but no furrs, Now as there is some appearance of Provisions, 
and the men has been a long time at Short Allowance, and as 
they saw it was necessary they never had any Reflections? all the 
time, I shall serve full Allowance as long as possible I can 
afford to do it. 


1A.11/116, fo. 83, Letter dated Cumberland House, May 23, 1781, to 
William Tomison from Robert Davey, William Lewtit, Mitchell Omen, 
Magnus Twatt, Nicol Wishart, James Sandison, James Tate, Magnus Annal, 
Charles Isham, James Spence, Edward Wishart, Thomas Johnston, William 
Folster, Thomas Tate, John Irvine, “‘ thies comes to let you Knou our complent 
in Bad Wesage in the first pace and likewise the men all Decleares that ther is 
not wons Neam marked Hiear that will never go allong with Robart Longmoar 
a day nor an owr for him to be master for thear is nothing But Noking pipeal 
about and put to short alouns by His falt and not your Orders sir When farder 
inqurie is mead you may Knou mor about it sir Morover ther is not a man in 
sefety that goes wher he is when Indens Comes for He was allwies Drunk sir 
you aer our master and to you we are mead our Complent first For Ether he or 
Els won and all of us Never comes from th Factray for him to be master for we 
all wies thought that He Head mend but in pleas of Better it is wors”’. 
Tomison made the following remarks on the letter: “ One of the above 
Complaints to me of their being Starving When under Mr. Longmoor’s 
Command I made it my Buisiness to make an Examination amongst them ; 
Which for the major part, had not Less than 2olbs. Beat meat & fat Each.” 
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14th Wednesday. A.M. the Indians traded and went off, 
the men employed cutting firewood, fresh Gales of Wind at 
South, and very Cold. 

15th Thursday. A.M. hard Gales of Wind at ESEt. the 
men cutting firewood, this day served out whole allowance to 
the men, P.M. hard Gales, with very thick Snow, all the 
remainder of the day. 

16th Friday. A.M. the men employed clearing the 
Plantation of Snow P.M. two Indians arrived for Tobacco, 
they have some Provisions, but no furrs, part of them is for the 
French House, and part to go back from here, So that the 
House shall be Open for them when they call all night, to get 
as much from them as I can, Clear weather but Cold, Wind at 
South. 

17th Saturday. A.M. the Indians trading Provisions for 
Brandy, Cloth and ‘Tobacco, P.M. all finish’d trading, the men 
cutting firewood, thick Snow all day, Wind at SEt. 

18th Sunday. A.M. the Indians went away, fine Clear 
weather, Wind at NWt. but rather Cold for the Season of the 
Year, at Noon three Tents of Indians arrived from the French 
House, and in hunting by the way they killed some Red Deer, 
of which they traded 180 lbs. for Brandy. Robert Longmoor 
is very bad with the Bloody flux.! 

19th Monday. The men employed bringing home dry wood, 
fresh Gales of Wind at South and very Cold, P.M. two men 
and one Woman arrived from the Southward, Six days journey 
and had with them only 18 made Beaver, traded in Cloth and 
Tobacco ready to go of in the morning, One Indian man and 
his Wife came from within with Moose flesh. Robert 
Longmoor is the same as Yesterday, and without any medicine 
that is known for the Bloody flux. 

20th Tuesday. ‘The men cutting firewood, the Indians traded 
and went away, At 9 A.M. moderate Breezes at NWt. and 
more mild than for some time past, Robert Longmoor as yet 
no better. 

‘This was an early name for dysentery. It seems probable that James 


Elphinstone continued the journal from this point. He continued the journal 
after Longmoor had returned to duty. Cf. entry for May 2. 
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21st Wednesday. Wind NWt. and extremely Cold, the 
Indians not able to away for their Children freezing, the men 
cutting firewood Robert Longmoor much the same as before. 

22nd Thursday. A.M. Wind at South, the Coldest day that 
has been in this quarter for some Years by the Indians account 
and all here, the men cutting firewood, P.M. the Cold not so 
severe, Robert Longmoor a little better. 

23rd Friday. A.M. very Cold, P.M. a little milder, the 
Indians went away, the men cutting firewood, At this time last 
Year I had a great deal of Canoe work made, but now the 
Snow is so much that Indians cannot come in to know whether 
I have any to build or not Wind variable in the NWt. quarter, 
Robert Longmoor almost got the Better of his illness. 

24th Saturday. Nicholas Wishart taken very bad with the 
Bloody flux but did not Complain untill this morning, 
expecting to have got the Better of it, this day he has taken 
Physick for it, the men cutting firewood, no Indians on the 
Plantation at present, only two Old Leaders that is staying for 
some of their Children to come in, fresh Gales of Wind at South 
and Cold weather. 

25th Sunday. A.M. very thick Snow with hard Gales of 
Wind at ESE and thick Drift, At 3 P.M. clear weather with 
Do. wind as yet Nicholas Wishart as Yesterday. 

26th Monday. A.M. very hard Gales of Wind at SEt. with 
Snow, the men employed cutting firewood, P.M. little Wind 
and Variable to So. and SSWt. Cloudy weather Nicholas 
Wishart rather worse than Yesterday, William Coupland 
complains of the same disorder this morning. 

27th Tuesday. The men employed getting dry wood, fine 
Clear weather, Wind at South, P.M. at 5 three Indian men 
with some Provisions trading for Brandy. 

28th Wednesday. The men cutting firewood, fine Clear 
weather, Wind at South, a great deal of Snow gone off this 
day, the Indians as yet on the Plantation but not trading, So that 
I expect they intend to go to the French House as one of them 
is a Leader with them. 

29th Thursday, At 7 A.M. the Indians went off to the 
french House, traded nothing but two Small Beaver Coats and 
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some Beat Meat, the men cutting firewood, fine warm weather, 
Wind at NWt. a great deal of Snow gone off this day. 

30th Friday. The men cutting firewood, One Indian and 
his Wife arrived for Englishmen to bring Birch Rine from 
where they are, two Samples brought with them, fine Clear 
weather Wind at NWt. and a great deal of Snow gone off the 
Ground. 

31st Saturday. ‘The men employed as Yesterday, three men 
getting Shoes made to go for Birch Rine with the Indians the 
fore part of the day Cloudy, the latter part Clear, Wind 
variable from Et. to SEt. 

1st Sunday. The Indians went off, Willm. Lewtit, Edward 
Wishart, and Thomas Johnston, gone with them for Birch Rine, 
At 4 A.M. very heavy thunder, Clear weather At 1 P.M. hard 
Gales of Wind and Snow At 4 P.M. Clear weather. 

2nd Monday. A.M. Robert Longmoor and four men falling 
and splitting wood for Canoes, the men at home clearing the 
Plantation, One Indian a hunting killed a Moose, of which I 
am to get half, and the rest for their own families, Very hard 
Gales of Wind at South and warm the most part of the Snow 

one. 

® 3rd Tuesday. Two men bringing home Meat, the rest 
employed as Yesterday, hard Gales of Wind at WNWt. P.M. 
One Indian arrived from where Our Men is, in three days they 
are to arrive, 19 Tents of Indians in Company, Some I am in 
hopes will build Canoes as I have only a little Brandy saved for 
them to trade, and a little for encouragement to get them down 
if possible, One Indian a hunting and killed One Moose, for 
which I am to send for part to morrow. 

4th Wednesday. A.M. three men went for flesh, the rest 
clearing the Plantation and burning the Rubbish, Cloudy 
weather, Wind from ESEt. to So. At 4 P.M. blowing hard 
with thick Snow. 

5th Thursday. The men employed falling next winters 
firewood Cloudy at times, and at intervals clear, Wind variable 
from Et. to So. 

6th Friday. Robert Longmoor and two men getting 
Wooden work for Canoes, the rest employed as Yesterday, 


BP RIL O=o8 tr7or 187 


fine Clear weather, Wind at WNW., this day we saw both 
Swans and Geese flying. 

“th Saturday. The men employed as before, Robert 
Longmoor and two men as before, fine Clear weather, Wind 
variable from ESEt. to SSEt. 

8th Sunday. A.M. thick Snow, At 1 P.M. left off Snowing, 
Wind ESFt. with hard Gales. 

gth Monday. A.M. thick Snow, At 2 P.M. rather less, the 
men employed cutting firewood Wind NEt. 

10th Tuesday. One Indian hunting, killed a Moose, which 
I am to have part of, Cloudy weather, Wind at ESEt. the men 
cutting firewood. 

11th Wednesday. A.M. the Englishmen arrived, and 20 
Tents of Indians in Company with them, these will finish my 
Goods and Brandy the Indians all starving, All Drunk the men 
attending them going out and in, Cloudy weather with Wind 
at SEt. the Moose that was killed Yesterday I had none of as the 
Indians was all starving. 

12th Thursday. A.M. the Indians went all down to the 
Canadians Only three men that intends to build Canoes, 
My goods is all done only some Kettles, Ice Chizzels, and a 
little Tobacco to give for Birch Rine and for encouragement, 
the Indians that has gone down their trade is not half what it 
was last Year, the men cutting firewood, Clear weather, Wind 
in the SEt. quarter. 

13th Friday. The men employed clearing the Plantation, 
fine Clear weather, Wind in the SEt. quarter. 

14th Saturday. A.M. Robert Longmoor and two men 
splitting of Wooden Work for Canoes, and three Indians 
seeking of Wood fit for the same Purpose; As soon as found 
men is to go to assist them in falling and to get firewood for 
them, flying Clouds with Wind at ESEt. the rest of the men 
falling Wood for next Year. 

15th Sunday. WNind in the SEt. quarter, Cloudy weather 
and blowing hard, five Tents of Indians came in well gooded, 
but as we have nothing to trade, they are all going to the 
Canadian Traders, and will not build Canoes, In this Gang | 
suppose their may be about 1000 Beaver. 
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16th Monday. Some of the Indians that went down before, 
part gone back and part not returned as yet, A.M. Robert 
Longmoor in mending of an Indians Gun, that is staying to 
build Canoes, Cut his hand with a small Firmer, that he will 
not be able to build Canoes by all appearance, four men along 
with three Indians getting Canoe Wooden Work, the rest 
falling firewood, Wind ESEt. | 

17th Tuesday. Do. 4 men employed as Yesterday, three men 
gone to bring home meat from a Stone Indian but will not 
return till to morrow, they have four Horses with them, the 
rest of the men falling Wood, Clear weather, Wind ESEt. 

18th Wednesday. ‘This day three Indian men and three 
English men at Canoe work, the men that was for meat 
arrived, and all they brought only was a day and a half’s 
allowance for all hands, I am thinking very long for the three 
men that has been gone this 18 Days for Birch Rine, as the 
River is dangerous to cross on the Ice the men at home 
falling wood, Cloudy weather, Wind variable from SEt. to 
5 Wt. 

19th Thursday. ‘The Indians and Englishmen employed as 
Yesterday, One Englishman and an Indian went off a hunting 
at night returned with part of one Buffalloe, but as there is 
daily Indians passing and repassing from the French House, 
Starving, the Indians has keep’d the best part for themselves, 
flying Clouds with Wind at SWt. the Ice on the River took 
way and stopped a little below, So that I expect the River will 
soon be clear. 

20th Friday. ‘The Indians employed about getting Wooden 
Work and six English men with them, this day hard Gales at 
SWt. the River standing fast as Yet, the rest of the men falling 
Wood. 

21st Saturday. ‘The men and Indians employed as Yesterday 
the three men that went off the first of April, arrived on the 
other side of the River at 3 P.M. but cannot cross as the River 
is broke and no Canoe can go for Ice, Wind SWt. with hard 
Gales. 

22nd Sunday. The fore part Clear weather, mending of a 
Canoe to cross the men and Indians with Birch Rine, Ata 
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P.M. the River a little Clear got them across, At 6 very hard 
Rain, all the night with Wind at ESEt. 

23rd Monday. Ward Rain and Sleet, all these 24 Hours, 
Wind at No. and NNEt. a great many Indians on the 
Plantation part going to the french House and part coming 
from it. 

24th Tuesday. Fine Clear weather, Robert Longmoor and 
the Indians making Canoe Work the men falling firewood, I 
am under so much Obligation for the Indians to build Canoes 
and they know it as well, If Your Honours had a Boat Builder 
that could build flat bottom’d Boats, he could serve for both 
Branches, and the Natives would see we could do without there 
assistance, and they would do more without being asked, and 
less expence, Wind Variable in the SEt. quarter. 

25th Wednesday. A.M, nine Englishmen and five Indian 
men went for Birch Rine, the men at home falling Wood, 
Some of the Indians went away this day across the River, fine 
clear weather, Wind at WNW. 

26th Thursday. Robert Longmoor at work on Canoe 
Gunnels and Thafts, the men falling of Wood, One Indian 
Splitting of Wood for Canoes two men with him, P.M. Rain 
with Wind at ESEt. 

27th Friday. 17 Tents of Indians upon the Plantation, 
part come from the French House and part going to it and all 
starving for want of provisions fine Clear Weather Wind at 
SEt. the men employed falling of Wood. 

28th Saturday. Robert Longmoor employed about Canoe 
Work the men falling Wood, Wind variable from North to 
BoEt. 

29th Sunday. Robert Longmoor making all ready for 
Sewing Canoes fine Clear weather Wind variable Southerly. 

30th Monday. Robert Longmoor is all ready for building 
Canoes to morrow if it should be a good day, At 3 P.M. arrived 
the Englishmen and Indians with Birch Rine, and a good 
many Indians from the french House, I hear the Frenchmen ts 
coming up the River in a few Days to build a House, but where 
the Indians cannot tell So that I am very much afraid Hudsons 
House will be destroy’d as we have no Goods nor Men to 
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spare to take care of it, this day a Canoe repaired to sett off to 
morrow morning and two Englishmen to acquaint Mr. 
Tomison as nigh as possible what time I think I can be ready 
to go down, Wind in the SEt. quarter. 

1st Tuesday. At 8 A.M. Charles Ishamand Willm. Coupland 
with one Canoe went away to Cumberland House to acquaint 
Mr. Tomison as nigh as we could when we would be ready to 
go down, The Big Canoe put upon the Stocks, The men some 
falling Wood, and some keeping House, Wind Eterly. 


blowing hard Clear weather. 
The Copy of the General Letter 


Hupsons House May 1st 17811 

SIR 

This comes with my Compliments to you hoping this 
will find you and all under your direction in good Health as 
thank God we are all in at present. 

Sir I have sent down one Canoe as it was your desire and 
neccessary for you to know as nigh as possible, I can give you 
information when I can be ready to leave Hudsons House, I 
think that in about 12 or 14 days if good weather permit, I will 
be ready and as much sooner as Possible, this day I am to put 
on a Big Canoe upon the Stocks 26 foot by 5 and two Middle 
Sized Canoes as fast as possible, there is four Indians that built 
last Year and one Stranger this Year, So I hope to have Seven 
Middle Sized Canoes and one New Big one, I am but very 
short of provisions, only about two days dry Meat in the House, 
Beat Meat we have sufficient to keep us from any more short 
allowance I hope, But scarce any fat, Our trade what is ready 
packed is 6669 and there may be about two Bundles to pack, 
So I cannot give you the Account any nigher at present, you 
will excuse haste as I could not write last night for Indians and 
this morning I am busy So No More at present, I wish you 
Health and Happiness and great Success to the Companys 
affairs 

Rosert Loncmoor 


 Tomisons copy of this letter is on p- 148. 
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N.B. the French is coming up to Build a House above us, 
So I am very much afraid of Hudsons House being destroyed, 
the Bloody Walker has stayed at the French House to bring 
them up with him and the rest of his Brothers arrived late last 


night. 


and Wednesday. Wind in the SWt. quarter Clear weather, 
Robert Longmoor working at Canoes, Some of the men 
attending him, James Elphingston writing, the rest of the men 
falling firewood, the Big Canoes taken of the Stocks this day, 
Some of the Indians gone away Twelve Tents of Indians upon 
the Plantation. 

3rd Thursday. WNind variable all round the Compass, Clear 
weather at intervals Cloudy, Robert Longmoor working at 
Canoes some of the men attending him, One Writing, the rest 
falling firewood, One Middling Sized Canoe taken of the 
Stocks, an Indian Canoe set up All the Indians went away this 
day except those staying to build Canoes. 

4th Friday. Ward frost with Wind at NEt. So that there is 
no working at Canoes for breaking of the Bark, the men 
employed as Yesterday, All the Indians went away only what is 
staying to Build Canoes, and one of them that was staying to 
Build Canoes is gone off. 

sth Saturday. Yine clear weather, but Cold white frost in the 
morning At 8 P.M. Robert Longmoor put a Canoe on the 
Stocks, the men falling wood, James Elphingston writing, 
The Indians building Canoes likewise, Warm day with Wind 
at SWt. 

6th Sunday. Fine Clear weather, Wind variable all round the 
Compass, Robt. Longmoor at work on the Canoes, some of the 
People with him, the rest attending the Indians building Canoes. 

“th Monday. eather as before, Wind SWt., Robt. 
Longmoor timbering Canoes, some of the people with him, 
Jas. Elphingston writing the rest falling firewood. 

8th Tuesday. Robt. Longmoor, four Indians and five 
Englishmen Splitting Wooden work for Canoes, James 
Elphingston writing, the rest falling Wood, Hard Gales of 
Wind at South. 
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9th Wednesday. Robt. Longmoor timbering Canoes, two 
new Canoes ready for Pitching and three Old Ones ready 
pitched, and three more overhaul’d ready for the same, James 
Elphingston writing, fine Clear weather the fore part, the 
latter part Small Rain, Wind variable from WNW to East. 

10th Thursday. Wind Southerly, Clear weather, Robert 
Longmoor timbering and working at the Big Canoe, Some of 
the people with him, James Elphingston writing, the rest 
clearing the plantation. 

11th friday. Wind SWt. Variable, fore part heavy Rains, 
not able to work at Canoes, P.M. clear weather, James 
Elphingston writing the rest repairing and pitching the Old 
Canoes, and Indians at new ones. 

12th Saturday. \Nind variable, Robert Longmoor finish’d 
the Big Canoe ready for Pitching which is 26 foot and 8 
Inches, by 5 foot 1 in the Clear, and two ready finish’d 22 foot 
by 2 foot 11 Inches in the Clear, to go to the factorry, P.M. 
At One very hard Rain, Wind at NEt., James Elphingston 
writing, the men falling Wood. 

13th Sunday. Very hard Rain all the fore part, P.M. Snow 
and Sleet, Wind at NEt. 

14th Monday. Cloudy weather with Showers of Rain, Wind 
variable all round the Compass, All hands pitching and working 
to get all ready for going in Canoes to morrow if Wind and 
weather and permit, All the Provisions that was in the House 
is this day served out, Viz. nine days to the men and 60 lbs. 
Beat Meat and 16 lbs. fat to the Indians that is going down, 
upon account of their having no provisions, and that we cant 
lay by for them to hunt as it is so late in the season, One Indian 
Canoe gone before to hunt, and to lay by till we come up to 
them to morrow he has four Bundles of furrs with him. 

15th Tuesday. Fore part Clear latter part Cloudy, Wind 
variable from SWt. to NWt., At 7. A.M. embark’d at Hudsons 
House with fourteen Canoes of English, and Eight Canoes of 
Indians for Cumberland House, fore part laying by for the 
Indians not coming up, At 7 P.M. put up about 3 miles below 
the French House, Distance about 45 miles. 

16th Wednesday. Cloudy weather, Wind in the SEt. 
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quarter, fore part laying by on account of the Indians drinking, 
About 3 P.M. Embark’d and paddled about an hour, and 
was oblidged to put up on account of Heavy Rains, which has 
damag’d our Furrs! very much, not having any Covering but 
old Tentleather, had we Oilskin Covering we cou’d keep every 
furr dry. 

17th Thursday. Heavy thunder and Rain all last night and 
all the fore part of the day, At Noon a little Clearer, Embark’d 
and paddled in strong rappid Currents and at 4 P.M. put up 
with heavy Rain, Distance made about 25 miles. 

18th Friday. Fore part heavy Rain, At 10 a little Clearer, 
At $ past 10 embark’d, paddling in strong Rappid Currents, 
At Noon went past the Branch, At 4 P.M. put up, Canoes 
being Leaky and rain coming out, At night Heavy Rain, 
Distance made about 40 miles. 

19th Saturday. Morning part, Cloudy with small rain, 
afterwards Cloudy with hard Gales of Wind at ESEt. At 
3 A.M. embark’d and at 4 P.M. up, Canoes being Leaky, 
Evening small mizzling Rain, All our Indians in Company, 
Distance made about 60 miles. 

20th Sunday. At 4 A.M. embark’d, Cloudy weather with 
hard Gales of Wind at ESEt. At 1 P.M. was forced to lay 
by for Wind At 4 P.M. Embark’d and at 6 P.M. put up below 
the Rappids two Indian Canoes behind, Distance made about 
40 miles. 

21st Monday. Ward Gales of Wind at Et. and EBSt. At 
34 A.M. embark’d and at 4 P.M. put up, One of the Big 
Canoes Leaky Distance made about 45 miles, two Indian 
Canoes behind the same as Yesterday. 

22nd Tuesday. At 34 A.M. embarked and at 95 A.M. 
arriv’ dat Cumberland House, Wind Variablein the SEt. quarter, 
Distance made about 20 Miles. At noon the two Canoes that 
was behind arrived all safe, I Conclude Honble. Sirs, 

Your most Obedient 
and Humble Servant 
Rosert Loncmoor.” 


1 For Longmoor’s returns see pp. 152,155. 
2 The next Hudson House journal begins on p. 257. 
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A Journal of the most 
remarkable Transactions and Occurrences 
at Cumberland House from gth June 1781 

to 29th May 1782 
by 


Mr. William Tomison Master 


B.4g/a/11. This is a stiff, paper-covered, foolscap book of eighty-eight folios. 
The journal, which is continued from p. 157, covers sixty-five folios and is a 
fair copy. The title on p. 195 is pasted on the front cover. 


Cumberland House America 

Anno Domini 1782 

Journal by Mr. William 

Tomison containing Transactions 
Occurrences &ca. from June gth 1781 

to May 29th 1782 
For the Honorable 

Hudson’s Bay Company. 


By Greorce Hupson 


gth Saturday. WNind Variable, clear hot Weather at Noon Mr. 
William Tomison and the rest of the Englishmen, in all ro 
Canoes, Embarked for York Fort, sent two Men to set two 
Sturgeon Nets the rest cleaning their Cabbins. 

1oth Sunday. Wind Variable from S.E. to East Cloudy 
Weather with Thunder and rain at times, sent two Men to 
look at the Nets, also to set two More for small Fish, at Noon 
they Returned brought 1 Sturgeon, 1 Pike and two Tickameg, 
late in the Evening one Canoe Arrived brought a few Furs. 

11th Monday. Wind Easterly, Cloudy Weather with Rain 
all Day, sent two Men to Overhaul the small nets it blowing too 
hard to go to the Sturgeon Nets, they returned with a few Gold 
Eye’d Fish, the other two with Myself shifting the provisions, 
& cleaning the Warehouse, also did other odd Jobbs within 
Doors; the Canoe that came Yesterday Traded & Went away. 

12th Tuesday. Wind N.E. blows very hard with Cloudy 
rainy Weather, the Men doing trifling Duty within Doors. 

13th Wednesday. Wind N.E. a hard Gale with Cloudy 
rainy Weather ’till Evening then calm’d, sent two Men to the 
Nets, took Up two, but could not set any for the heavy swell, 
poor Success from them, late in the Evening, two Canoes 
arrived from the Barren Ground with a few Furs to Trade, 
these Inform me of several Canoes coming Down to Us with 
Provisions which will be acceptable as there is very little at 
present in the House. 
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14th Thursday. Wind S.E. clear calm Weather, sent two 
Men to Overhaul the Nets and take them Up to Dry & 
Refresh the Twine, it has been such bad Weather for these 
three Days past could not Get to them before. In the Evening 
they Returned brought two Sturgeon & a few Gold Eye’d fish, 
the Canoes that came Yesterday Traded & went away, late in 
the Evening one Canoe Arrived from the Northward with furs 
to: Trade, 

15th Friday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, sent two Men to look at two Nets we have set for 
small fish, they returned with 20 Gold Eye’d Fish and 2 Pike, 
the other two Employed in the Garden & Cleaning the Yard, 
the Canoe that came Yesterday Traded & went away, also one 
Canoe arrived from the Fishing Wire below. 

16th Saturday. Wind Variable from S.E. to South, with 
clear fine weather sent two Men to the Nets, the other two 
Mending those brought home on Thursday last, a few Gold 
Ey’d Fish and two Pike. 

17th Sunday. Wind Easterly, the fore part Cloudy with a 
hard Gale, Latter part clear and Calm towards Evening. 

18th Monday. Wind Variable from South to East, the fore 
part clear afterwards cloudy, a heavy Gale at west attended 
with Thunder and Rain but towards Evening clear’d Up & 
Calm’d, sent two Men to set two Sturgeon & two other small 
Nets, also to Overhaul one that was set before towards Evening 
they returned brought 20 Gold Eye’d fish and 4 small pike, 
the other two fell a little firewood for the Winter, but the 
Weather being very hot and Muschettos troublesome, came 
home and pitched part of the roof of the New house. 

19th Tuesday. Wind Variable from South to West, clear 
hot Sultry Weather, sent two Men to Overhaul the nets set 
Yesterday, they Returned with 20 Gold Eyed Fish, 3 Pike & 
2 perch, the other two fell a little Firewood. 

20th Wednesday. Wind Southerly, in the Morning clear 
but towards Evening a fresh Gale with Cloudy Weather 
Inclinable to rain, sent two Men to look at the Nets and to 
take them Up to Dry, at noon they returned with 7 Gold Eyed 
Fish, 4 Tickameg & 2 Pike, the other two as Yesterday. 
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21st Thursday. Wind S.E. a fresh Breeze, cloudy Weather 
with rain at times, the Men Employed as Yesterday 48 Gold 
Eyed Fish from the Nets to Day. In the Evening one Canoe 
Arrived here on their Passage Down to the great Carrying 
place, also one Indian Canoe arrived brought Nothing. 

22nd Friday. Wind Easterly a fresh Breeze, In the 
Morning Cloudy with Showers of rain, towards Evening clear 
sent two Men to the Nets, brought 14 Gold Eyed Fish the 
other two doing odd Jobbs within Doors, In the Evening 4 
Canoes arrived from the Northward with Furs to Trade. 

23rd Saturday. ‘Nind S.E. a fresh Breeze, clear fine 
Weather, about 5 OClock this Morning 6 Canoes arrived from 
the Northward with Furs, part of which Traded the others are 
going down to York Fort with their Furs they being willing 
to take a few Bundles down, I have employed them, one Man 
with Myself Trading with the Indians, the others tending the 
Gates. 

24th Sunday. Wind N.E. in the Morning clear afterwards 
Cloudy, with Wind & rain, busy Trading with the Indians, 
the Indians Mentioned Yesterday that I employed to go down, 
altered their minds & Traded their Furs here. 

25th Monday. Wind Easterly, a hard Gale with Cloudy 
rainy weather, finished Trading with the Indians and tyed Up 
the Furs, from them I have received 550 made Beaver, chiefly 
Whole & Half Parchment. 

26th Tuesday. Wind N.E. blow’d hard with rain in the 
forenoon, afterwards calm but still cloudy, most of the Indians 
went away, the Men employed about necessary Duty within 
Doors fitted out 4 Canoes to go Down to York Fort with 
Furs. 

27th Wednesday. Nind Variable all round the Compass, 
cloudy Weather with Rain & Thunder at Times sent two Men 
to set 4 Nets for fish, the other two at Work in the Garden. 
In the Morning sent off 4 Canoes with 16 Bundles of Furs for 
York Fort, Late in the Evening one of them Returned not 
being able to proceed for a Pain in his side, he likewise 
complains of not being able to goe for the soreness of his 
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Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. Humphrey Marten 


CuMBERLAND House June 26th 1781 
Honp. Sir 
By the Arrival of Wee,she,now and some others, on 
the 23d Instant, affords me an Opportunity of sending down 
Furs, by Him & 3 more Canoes I have sent 16 Bundles, 
Contents as pr. Inclosed Account, these are going down North 
River Track. 

Indeed Sir Iam greatly afraid I shall have but little provisions 
in the House by the Time the Englishmen arrives, as I have 
not Receiv’d a mouthful of Victuals of any Sort from an Indian 
since Mr. Tomison Embarked for York Fort, what few 
Indians comes brings nothing but Furs. I have at this present 
time above 700 made Beaver, chiefly Whole & half Parchment, 
but very little provisions, the whole put together does not 
exceed 330 Ib. I Conclude wishing the Greatest Success to 
the Company’s Affairs Health & Happiness to You and all 
Under Your Command. 

and so Remain 
Your most Obedient Humble Servant 
P.S. These Indians are Grorce Hupson 
paid to the full besides Ammunition, Tobacco and other small 
Articles Given them for nothing. 


28th Thursday. Wind Variable from West to South clear 
hot Sultry Weather, sent two Men to the Nets Returned with 
a few Pike and Gold Eyed Fish, the other went to fall Wood, 
but it being so hot and Muschettos troublesome came home 
short after. 

29th Friday. Wind Southerly, clear hot Sultry Weather 
about 8 OClock this Morning 6 Canoes of Athopuskow 
Indians arrived with Furs to Trade & a trifle of Provisions. 
Myself with one man Trading with them, the rest tending the 
Gates. 

30th Saturday. Wind Variable Southerly. In the Morning 
Cloudy with showers of rain, afterwards the Wind Varied to 
N.W. a heavy Gale, attended with Thunder, Lightning & 
rain, finished Trading with the Indians from them I have 
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Received 300 made Beaver, chiefly Whole & Half Parchment, 
also about 5 Days half Dryed meat, which is the first I have 
had since Mr. Tomison embarked for York Fort, two men 
Went to the Nets brought one Days fish, the rest doing 
necessary Duty within Doors, the Badness of the Weather 
prevents the Indians from going away, took Up the Sturgeon 
Nets, the Water being so very high no Sturgeon can be got. 

1st Sunday. Wind Variable, all round the Compass part 
clear, part Cloudy, with Thunder Lightning & rain at times, 
the Indians mention’d on Thursday last went away. Read 
Divine Service for the Day. 

and Monday. Wind inthe Morning S.W. but towards Noon 
varied to the East & N.E. attended with Thunder and Heavy 
Rain, sent two Men to take Up the Nets the other two fell a 
little Firewood. No Luck of fish to Day. 

3rd Tuesday. Wind S.W. clear sultry Weather, the Men 
falling firewood. Inthe Evening one Canoe arrived with some 
green moose flesh, which | Traded, late at night one Canoe 
arrived from the Southward with a few furs. 

4th Wednesday. Wind S.E. a Gentle Breeze, weather part 
clear, part Cloudy, the men employed Drying part of the Meat 
brought Yesterday, it being such hot Weather otherwise it 
would Spoil, the two Canoes that arrived Yesterday went away, 
late in the Evening the Wind varied to the N.E. attended with 
Thunder, Lightning & heavy Rain, which Continued most 
part of the Night. 

sth Thursday. WNind Variable from East to South, excessive 
hot Weather, with Showers of Rain in the Morning afterwards 
clear ’till towards sunset, then Cloudy with Thunder Inclinable 
to rain, one man Drying part of the Meat brought on Tuesday 
last, the other three went to fall wood, but Muschettos being so 
troublesome they Returned short after home. In the Evening 
one Canoe arrived with Green moose flesh. 

6th Friday. Nind Variable from South to North a fresh 
Gale attended with heavy rain, Thunder and Lightning the 
latter being so excessive sharp split our new flagg staff from 
top to bottom, & in many Splinters some of which was thrown 
about so foot from the place over the Stockadoes, but thank 
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God did no further Damage, the Men employed Indoors, the 
Canoe that came Yesterday Traded & went away. 

7th Saturday. WWind N.E. almost calm with clear hot Sultry 
Weather. Early this Morning arrived eight Canoes of Indians 
from the Barren Ground, these are very poorly Gooded, what 
they have seems to be nothing but summer skins & a small 
Quantity of Dryed Provisions. Traded a little Liquor with 
them for the meat they Had & they Got Drunk, the People 
Employed within Doors and tending the Gates. 

8th Sunday. Wind Variable from North to East, a Gentle 
Breeze with clear hot Weather, Traded with the Indians that 
came Yesterday, from them I have Receiv’d 150 made Beaver, 
but the Major part of it is summer skins & about two Days 
half Dry’d Provisions. 

gth Monday. Wind Southerly, Weather as Yesterday, the 
Men employed tying Up the Furs Traded Yesterday & 
Emptying the Cellars of Water, 7 Canoes of those that arrived 
on Saturday went away, the other staying here to wait for their 
Relations, they being two Men I have employed them to Hunt 
for me, & fitted them out ready to go away tomorrow. 

10th Tuesday. Wind South clear Sultry Weather, sent two 
Men to set two Nets, the other two at work in the Garden, 
the weather being so hot & Muschettos so troublesome cannot 
get working in the woods. One Canoe went away to Hunt. 

11th Wednesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday sent 
two Men to the Nets no luck, the others as Yesterday 
Muschettos very thick & troublesome. 

12th Thursday. Wind South, clear hot Weather, sent two 
Men to set three Sturgeon Nets, in the Bay above the House, 
also to Overhaul the other two Nets, Return’d with a few 
small fish, the other two Employed about the House, it being 
so hot and Muschettos so Numerous cannot work in the woods. 
In the Evening one Canoe arrived from hunting no luck. 

13th friday. Wind S.W. part clear, part Cloudy, sent two 
Men to the Nets returned with 9 Sturgeon, also took Up two 
Nets that was set for small fish, the Indians Mentioned on 
Tuesday arrived brought Nothing with them, the Men 
employed within doors, Muschettos very Numerous. 
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14th Saturday. \‘Nind Variable clear hot Weather, sent two 
Men to the Nets, Returned with two Sturgeon, the others as 
Yesterday, Muschettos still numerous. Late in the Evening 
g Canoes arrived from above with a little Provisions, part of 
which they Traded and Got Drunk. 

15th Sunday. Wind S.W. clear hot Weather, two Men 
went to the Nets, brought 3 Sturgeon, at noon the wind Varied 
to the Northward, blow’d very hard, Traded a little Meat 
from the Natives that came Yesterday. 

16th Monday. Wind N.W. clear Weather, with a fresh 
Gale three men went to the Woods to fall Firewood, the other 
Drying some meat, towards Evening Calm’d, sent two Men 
to the Nets, brought 3 Sturgeon, 2 Pike & 5 Tickameg. 

17th Tuesday. Nind Variable from S.W. to East, cloudy 
Weather, sent two Men to take Up the Nets to Dry and 
refresh the Twine, also set two other Nets, the other two at 
work in the Garden, the Indians that arrived on Saturday went 
away, no luck of Fish to Day. 

18th Wednesday. Wind S.E. clear Weather, sent two Men 
to the Nets return’d with 4 Sturgeon, the other two at work 
Indoors, Muschettos being so very troublesome that we can 
neither work in the Garden or woods. In the Evening 11 
Canoes arriv’d with a few furs. 

19th Thursday. Nind South clear hot Weather, sent two 
Men to the Nets, 3 Sturgeon, also took Up two & set other 
two down, the Men as Yesterday, the Indians that came 
Yesterday, would not trade their Furs | having not the Goods 
they want, but will stay for the Arrival of our People from 
~ York Fort, Muschettos still very troublesome. 

20th Friday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, sent two 
Men to the Nets, no luck, the others at work Indoors 
Muschettos being so troublesome, it is impossible to work out 
at noon 3 Canoes arrived with a few furs, they are likewise 
going to wait for the arrival of our People from York Fort. 
5 Tents now on the Plantation. 

21st Saturday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale clear Weather 
sent the men to fall Firewood, about Noon the Wind calm’d 
and Varied to S.W. In the Evening two Canoes arrived with 
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some green & Dried Meat from across the Lake, no luck from 
our nets to Day, took them Up to Dry. 

22nd Sunday. Wind South hot and very Sultry Weather, 
Traded with the Indians & they went away also fitted out one 
to goe away tomorrow to Hunt and bring in Meat. 

23rd Monday. Wind Easterly, part clear, part Cloudy two 
at work in the Garden & two Mending Nets, at noon 1 Canoe 
arrived from across the Lake with a little half Dryed moose 
Flesh, 3 Canoes went away to Hunt. 

24th Tuesday. Wind S.E. a fresh Gale, sent two Men to 
set three Sturgeon Nets, the other two at work in the Garden, 
the Canoe that came Yesterday went away. 

2$th Wednesday. Wind Variable from N.W. to S.E. 
weather part clear, part Cloudy, sent two Men to the Nets, 2 
Sturgeon from them, the others as Yesterday Much Thunder 
& Lightning last night. 

26th Thursday. Wind N.W. a hard Gale, Cloudy Weather 
with Rain at Times, the men falling Firewood. In the 
Evening 3 Canoes Arrived two with Provisions & the other 
with a few Furs, part of which they Traded & Got Drunk, 
much Thunder & Lightning attended with very Heavy Rain 
last night. 

27th Friday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday 
and the men employed as Yesterday. 

28th Saturday, Wind N.E. cloudy Weather with Rain at 
times, the men falling Firewood. 

29th Sunday. Wind N.E. a fresh Gale, Weather in the 
Morning clear but towards Evening cloudy, Inclinable to rain, 
late in the Evening the three Canoes mentioned on Monday 
Returned with a little half Dried moose flesh. 

30th Monday. Wind Variable from N.E. to South, Cloudy 
Weather sent two Men to take Up the Nets, the Badness of 
the Weather prevented Us from doing it before, Return’d 
with 4 Sturgeon, the others at work in the Garden. 

31st Tuesday. Wind Easterly, a fresh Gale, cloudy Weather 
with heavy Rain all Day, two Men Overhauling and Mending 
the Nets brought home Yesterday, the others doing necessary 
Jobbs. 
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1st Wednesday. Wind N.W.a heavy Gale, Cloudy Weather 
with heavy Showers of Rain, throughout the Day the men 
doing odd Jobbs within Doors. 

and Thursday. Wind Northerly almost calm with clear fine 
Weather, sent two Men to set three Sturgeon Nets, the other 
two at work inthe Garden. In the Evening one Canoe arrived 
brought Nothing, 3 Canoes went a Hunting. 

3rd Friday. ‘Nind and Weather the same as Yesterday 
sent two Men to Overhaul the Nets set Yesterday, they 
returned with only 1 small Sturgeon, afterwards sent them to 
set two more above the House, as Provisions is very scarce and 
not any likelyhood of more coming in the others as Yesterday, 
Muschettos very troublesome. 

4th Saturday. WNind and Weather still the same as before, 
and the men Employed as Yesterday, Recd. 4 Sturgeon from 
the nets to Day. In the Evening one Canoe arriv’d brought 
nothing. 

sth Sunday. Wind Easterly, Cloudy Weather, and likely 
for Rain, Recd. 5 Sturgeon from the nets. 

6th Monday. Wind N.W. a Strong Gale with Heavy 
Showers of Rain at times, sent two Men to take Up the nets to 
Dry & refresh the Twine. Received 5 Sturgeon from them 
the other two with myself Overhauling the Provisions. 

“th Tuesday. Wind Southerly clear fine Day two Men 
Overhauling & mending the Nets & two at work at necessary 
Jobbs Indoors, at noon one Canoe arrived with a little Green 
moose flesh, Muschettos very Numerous. 

8th Wednesday. Nind Easterly a fresh Breeze, with clear 
weather in the Morning, Afternoon Cloudy with Thunder 
at times, One Man Drying part of the Meat, brought 
Yesterday, the others at work in the Garden and doing odd 
Jobbs about the House, at noon one Canoe arrived with a little 
Beat & Dry’d meat. 

gth Thursday. ‘Nind Westerly a fresh Breeze with clear 
Weather, the Men falling Firewood, the Canoe that came 
Yesterday Traded & went away, also two went a Hunting. 

10th Friday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday, Early this 
Morning two Canoes arrived with a little Beat and Dryed 
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meat, part of which they Traded and Got Drunk the Men 
tending the Gates, and doing other Jobbs within Doors. In 
the Evening the Indians that came this Morning Traded the 
Remainder of their Provisions and went away. 

11th Saturday. Wind and Weather as before the Men 
setting Up Firewood, In the Evening three Canoes came from 
Hunting but have had no success. 

12th Sunday. Wind Northerly almost calm, clear fine Day, 
the Indians that came Yesterday, went away to the Fishing 
Place below. 

13th Monday. Wind South clear hot Weather, sent two 
Men to set two Sturgeon Nets, the other two making mud to 
Repair the Chimneys. In the Evening three Canoes arrived 
with a little Green and Dried Meat. Muschettos very 
Numerous. 

14th Tuesday. Wind Westerly, part clear, part Cloudy two 
Men went to the Nets, brought 1 Sturgeon the others 
Repairing the Mens Chimney, Muschettos excessive numerous, 
Much Thunder & Lightning with Heavy Rain last night. 

15th Wednesday. Wind N.W. a strong Breeze. Cloudy 
weather with Showers of rain, throughout the Day the Men 
Repairing the Chimneys and doing other odd Jobbs within 
Doors. 

16th Thursday. Wind West a small Breeze, sent two Men 
to take Up the Nets, Return’d with them and 3 Sturgeon, the 
other two Emptying the Cellars of Water. About Noon the 
wind Varied to the North with a very heavy Gale. 

17th Friday. Wind Southerly, a hard Gale, Cloudy 
Weather with a little rain at times, the men setting Up Dry 
Wood for the Winters Use. In the Evening three Canoes 
arrived from Hunting no luck. 

18th Saturday. Wind Southerly clear fine Day. The Men 
with myself Overhauling the Provisions. Quantity of each 
sort as follows, Vizt. Beat Meat 1250 lbs. Dried Meat 384 
Ibs. Fat 100 lbs. which is all I have at Present in the House. 

19th Sunday. Wind N.W. a middling Breeze, part clear 
part Cloudy with Showers of rain, at noon 4 Canoes arrived 
from across the Lake, and two from North River Track, with 
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a small trifle of Provisions which they Traded & got 
Drunk. 

20th Monday. Wind N.W. a heavy Gale, Cloudy Weather 
with Showers of rain, throughout the Day, the men doing 
Jobbs within Doors. 

21st Tuesday. Wind Southerly fine clear Day, the men 
setting Up Wood for the Winter’s use. 

22nd Wednesday. ‘Nind and Weather as Yesterday & the 
men Employed as Yesterday. In the Evening 11 Canoes 
arrived with Provisions, part of which they Traded and got 
Drunk. 

23rd Thursday. Nind Easterly Cloudy Weather with rain 
all Day, the men doing odd Jobbs within Doors. 

24th Friday. Wind Westerly Dull Weather, with Thunder 
& rain at times. In the Morning 7 Canoes arrived with a 
trifle of Provisions, part of which they Traded and got Drunk, 
one man with myself Trading with the Indians, the rest 
‘tending the Gates. 

25th Saturday. Wind Westerly, a fresh Breeze part clear, 
part Cloudy, with showers of rain, the men with myself sorting 
and stowing away the Provisions Traded Yesterday from the 
Natives. At Noon two Canoes arrived with Goods from York 
Fort, seemingly all safe. 

26th Sunday. Wind and Weather the same as Yesterday. 
In the Evening two Canoes arrived with a trifle of Provisions 
which they Traded & Got Drunk. 

27th Monday. Wind N.W. a Heavy Gale with exceeding 
heavy rain at times. Open’d the Bundles, brought on 
Saturday & took an Account of them, they having got wet the 
Day that they came here. 

28th Tuesday. Wind and Weather still the same as 
Yesterday, the men employed as Yesterday. In the Evening 
three Canoes arrived with a little provisions part of which they 
Traded and Got Drunk. 

29th Wednesday. Wind N.W. a strong Gale, Cloudy 
Weather with showers of rain, throughout the Day, the men 
setting Up Dry wood in a pile for the Winter's Use. 

30th Thursday. Wind N.W. blow’d fresh in the morning 
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with showers of rain, afterwards clear and little wind In the 
morning 16 Canoes arrived from the Barren Ground with 
Provisions, In the Evening Traded the Last of my Liquor with 
them, the men tending the Gates and doing trifling Jobbs 
within Doors. 

31st Friday. Wind South Cloudy Weather with Showers of 
rain, my-self and one Trading with the Indians the rest 
‘tending the Gates & minding the House. 

1st Saturday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale, part clear, part 
Cloudy. Finished Trading with the Indians, and made them 
presents as Encouragement to come again with Provisions, 
the Men Tending the Gates & minding the House. 

2nd Sunday. ‘Nind and Weather as Yesterday. 

3rd Monday. Wind N.W. calm Cloudy Weather with Rain 
at times, the Men with Myself Overhauling & sorting the 
Provisions, traded from the Indians that arriv’d on the 3oth 
of last month at noon 14 Canoes, arrived from the northward, 
with Provisions, but would not Trade on Account of the 
Liquor being Done. 

4th Tuesday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, & the Men as Yesterday 6 Canoes of those 
mentioned Yesterday went away, late at Night two Canoes 
arrived from York Fort with Goods. 

sth Wednesday. Wind S.E. calm clear pleasant Weather, 
the Men with Myself Opening and Drying the Cloth received 
Yesterday. In the Evening three Canoes arrived with Goods 
from York Fort. 

6th Thursday. Wind S.E. dull Cloudy Day. Early this 
morning two Canoes arrived with Goods from York Fort, the 
men with myself Opening the Packages. 

7th Friday. ‘Nind S.E. fine and clear ’till Evening then 
Cloudy Inclinable to rain, the men Drying the Cloth and 
doing other odd Jobbs. In the Evening six Canoes arrived 
with Goods from York Fort. 

8th Saturday. Wind S.E. Cloudy Weather with Rain all 
Day, the men with myself Opening the Packages, they 
being all very wet, several of which have been Open’d on the 
Passage Up, at Noon one Canoe arrived with some Dryed 
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Provisions but would not trade, on Account of their being no 
Liquor. 

gth Sunday. Wind Variable from East to West Cloudy 
Weather with Rain all Day. 

10th Monday. Wind South fine clear Day. In the morning 
ten Canoes arrived with Goods from York Fort, the Men with 
Myself Opening the Packages, they being most of them very 
Wet. 

11th Tuesday. Wind Westerly clear and Cloudy alternately, 
the men Drying & tending the Cloth. 

12th Wednesday. Wind Westerly Cloudy Rainy Weather, 
the Men Employed about necessary Duty within Doors, ten 
Canoes of Indians arrived from below, at noon several other 
Canoes arrived from Different parts. 

13th Thursday. Wind Variable from N.E. to S.W. part 
clear & part Cloudy, at noon Mr. William Tomison and the 
rest of the Englishmen in all 14 Canoes arrived safe, also 10 
Canoes of Indians, the Goods with these all safe. 


By Mr. Witiram Tomison! 


14th Friday. Wind N.W. blow’d fresh, Cloudy Weather 
with mizsling rain at times, myself with two men Trading and 
paying the Indians, the rest attending the Gates & minding 
the House. I also took a survey of the Warehouse, and found 
everything Answer to the Account, Received from George 
Hudson. Indeed he has been very Careful of his Charge and 
has behaved extreemly well in Regard of management of the 
Natives, sent Isaac Batt and Thomas Johnston to the Wire to 
kill Fish. 

15th Saturday. Little Wind Northerly with clear pleasant 
weather, the People employed as follows, twelve men setting 
Up Firewood, myself and one man Trading with the Indians 


1B.239/a/79, York Fort Journal, August 1, 1781, “... At 4 this morning 
Mr. Willm. Tomison three english and a few Indians set off with trading goods 
for Cumberland House the whole amount of trading goods is 15,1463 made 
beaver”. Tomison’s journal of his voyage is in B.4g/a/12, fos. 1-1od. He 
travelled by the route used when going inland in 1779 (see pp. 59-66). 
° 
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& paid off some of those that brought Up Goods from York 
Fort, the rest attending the House and Packing Up Goods for 
Hudsons House. In the Evening 4 Canoes arrived with 
Goods from York Fort these are part of our Company, their 
Cargoes all safe and in tolerable good Condition. 40 Geese to 
Day from Indian Hunters, also a little Dried Provisions from 
those Canoes that arrived from the northward. 

16th Sunday. Wind S.W. a fresh Gale, Weather part 
Cloudy, part clear, finished packing Goods for Inland and 
Traded with several Indians that has been laying here for some 
time, also paid off severals for bringing Goods Up from York 
Fort, & they went away, also trusted them a little Debt as 
Usual. In the Evening one Canoe arrived brought some 
green Flesh, which they Traded for Liquor. James Wass very 
much out of Order. 

17th Monday. Wind Variable, a stiff Gale, weather Cloudy 
with rain most part of the Day. Malchom Ross and Nicholas 
Wishart, making cloathing for the Men, Magnus Twatt 
cleaning the Trading Guns one Man with Myself busy paying 
Indians and trusting them a Little Debt, the rest employed 
about odd Jobbs within Doors. 

18th Tuesday. Wind N.W. a strong Gale, Weather Cloudy 
with hail and snow at times, the men Employed about Various 
Duty, myself still busy paying Indians for bringing Up Goods, 
and trusting others a little Debt. 

19th Wednesday. ‘Nind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday till noon, afterwards more moderate two men with 
Myself Opening the packages, the Rest Employed Repairing 
the Canoes and setting Up Firewood, at noon Isaac Batt and 
Thomas Johnston returned from the Wire with a parcel of fish 
of Sorts, the Greatest part of which is not Eatable occasioned 
by the badness of the Weather not letting them arrive in time. 
James Wass something better. 

20th Thursday. Wind Southerly a small Breeze Weather 
for the most part Cloudy, two men Drying the Cloth that had 
got wet in the Packages, George Hudson & Myself trusting 
Indian Debts, and three tents of them went off the Plantation, 
the rest employed repairing Canoes and doing other Necessary 
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Duty, at noon two Canoes arrived from the Northward, one of 
which brought 250 lbs. Green moose flesh, & the other 15 lbs. 
Dried Meat. 

21st Friday. Little Wind Southerly clear pleasant Weather, 
finished Repairing Canoes & fitted out 23 Men for Hudson’s 
House, In the Evening one Canoe arrived with Goods from 
York Fort all safe and in tolerable good Condition, Chief part 
of the Indians gone off the Plantation. 

22nd Saturday. WNind Variable with haizy warm weather, 
till the Evening, afterwards blow’d fresh from the N.W. 
Embarked 22 Men for Hudsons House Under the Direction 
of Mr. Wm. Walker, appointed Master of that Settlement by 
the Chief of York Fort. I have sent with the above an 
assortment of Trading Goods to the Amount of 5094 made 
Beaver, as also the Necessary Articles of Stores Medicines &ca. 
Indeed the latter is but a very small Quantity for the Number 
of Men. 

23rd Sunday. Wind northerly a stiff Gale with clear 
Weather. In the Evening two Canoes arrived from the 
Northward with a trifle of Provisions and a few Furs to Trade. 

24th Monday. Wind Easterly a fresh Breeze with Cloudy 
Weather, the men Employed about Necessary Duty within 
Doors, a few Geese and Ducks from Indian Hunters. 

26th Tuesday. Nind and Weather as Yesterday the men 
Employed Drying moose Flesh, and digging a trench for the 
Stockadoes, at Noon one Canoe Arrived with Goods from York 
Fort, all in good Condition, this is the last of those that 
Accompanied me Up the South track. In the Evening two 
Canoes came from the Westward with Moose Flesh, part of 
which they Traded for Liquor and got Drunk. 8 Ducks and 
6 Geese from Indian Hunters. 

1B.239/b/41, fo. 16d., ““ A Commission from Mr. Humphrey Marten To 
Mr. Willm. Walker Dated York Fort July the 25th 1781... By virtue of a 
commission given and granted to me by the Governor, Deputy Governor and 
Committee of the Honble. Hudsons Bay Company to act as Chief Factor at 
York Fort and all its dependencies, I appoint you Master of their Honrs. Inland 
Settlement called Hudson House where you are to obey all such Orders and 


Instructions as you shall recieve from time to time from Mr. Willm. Tomison 
Master of Cumberland House ...”. 
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26th Wednesday. Wind and Weather still the same, the 
men Employed fitting Stockadoes to the Ribbons and digging 
a trench for Do. the Indians that came Yesterday went away 
Early this Morning. 

27th Thursday. Wind N.E. a stiff Gale with some Rain in 
the forenoon, the men Employed as Yesterday, trusted some 
Indians a little Debt & they went away to their Winters 
Quarters also those that came on the 23d Instant. 

28th Iriday. Wind Variable in the north Quarter Weather 
Cloudy with small Rain at times, the people Employed as 
before, one tent off Indians went off the Plantation to their 
Winter Quarters. In the Evening Received 200 lbs. Green 
Moose flesh from Indian Hunters. 

29th Saturday. ‘Wind and Weather as Yesterday the men 
Employed setting Up Stockadoes. In the Evening 4 Canoes 
arrived with Goods from York Fort all safe 66 lbs. of Flour 
excepted which they expended on the Road being in want of 
Provisions, one Canoe also arrived from above with Provisions 


& ito wet Credit: 
Copy of a Letter received from Mr. Humphrey Marten 


York Forr August 5th 1781 

SIR 
By the Arrival of Wee,she,now on the 3d Instant, I 
received Nine Bundles of Furs marked as Follows N.217, 2295 
282, 204, 233, 288, 177, 227, 247. each Bundle Containing 
20 Whole Beaver, 6 Wolves & 10 Foxes, some few of the 
Beaver are rather to small to be called Whole Beaver. As the 
Indians were willing to carry Goods Inland I open’d a Bale of 
Cloth belonging to Mr. Cocking & packt Up six half Cloth 
contg. 136% yds. As I saw in George Hudson Letter with 
much concern the Distressed Situation You are like to be in on 
Acct. of Provisions, I have packed in the said Bundles 425 Ibs. 
of Flour, all which I Hope will arrive safe, I have paid the 
Indians 6 Beaver pr. Bundle, gave Wee,she,now a Lieutenants 
Coat &ca. the Old Man a plain 8 skin Coat, also a hansome 
treat Brandy, with Powder, Shot Tobacco &ca. for their 
Journey. The Sandfly they tell me is a great way off, & Gods 
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knows when he will come In, his Son being ailing, I have lent 
a 4 foot Gun to Wee,she,nows Son, which he is to deliver to 
You. You will please to pay them 4 Beaver pr. Bundle, when 
they arrive, if they bring them as pr. Inclosed List, Wishing 
you every Felicity & Great Success in the Company's Affairs 
I Remain Sir 
Your very Humble Servt. 
Humpurey Marten 


30th Sunday. Wind N.E. a small Breeze with Cloudy 
Weather, Traded with the Indians that came Yesterday and 
trusted them a little Debt. In the Evening one Canoe arrived 
from below, brought a few Geese. 

1st Monday. Wind Variable in the East Quarter with sun 
shine Alternately, the Men employed fitting Stockadoes to the 
Ribbons, paid the Indians that arrived last from York Fort 
with Goods & some of them went away as also those that came 
from above. 

and Tuesday. Wind S.E. a smart Breeze, weather as 
Yesterday, the People employed as before. Early this 
Morning three Canadians passed by, two from above and one 
from the Northward, these have been waiting since the Middle 
of last month for the return of their Countrymen at the wire, 
but the want of Provisions and they not arriving, Obliges them 
~ to Return where they came from. 

3rd Wednesday. Wind Southerly ‘till the Evening 
afterwards varied to the Westward & blow’d Very hard, the 
Men Employed setting Up Stockadoes trusted those a little 
Debt that have been hunting about here lately. 

4th Thursday. WNind Westerly a strong Gale. Weather 
part Cloudy, part clear, the men Employed as Yesterday, the 
badness of the weather prevents the Indians from getting away 
to their Winter quarters. 

sth Friday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale with clear Weather 
*till the Evening, afterwards Calm the Men finished setting Up 
the East square of the Stockadoes, and did other trifling Duty 
about the House, two families of Indians went off the 
Plantation. 
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6th Saturday. Wind S.E. a stiff Gale Weather as Yesterday, 
the Men Employed about odd Jobbs without & within Doors. 
In the Evening one Canoe arriv’d from above, brought a little 
provisions & a few Beaver skins to Trade, these Inform me of 
their meeting one Canadian Canoe going Up Saskachewan 
River & that they were poorly off for want off Provisions. 

7th Sunday. Wind S.W.a fresh Breeze, with clear Weather, 
traded with the Indians that came last night trusted them a 
little Debt & they went away, also those here before. In the 
Evening two Canoes arriv’d from the Northward, one with 
Goods from York Fort & the other with a trifle of Provisions. 

8th Monday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, the Men 
Employed clearing the new Ground for Gardens clear’d the 
Indians off that arrived last Evening & they went away. 

gth Tuesday. Wind Variable with clear fine Weather, the 
men Employed, three Digging Up the New Ground for 
Gardens & one man Net making, a few Geese & Ducks from 
an Indian man. 

10th Wednesday. Calm fine Weather with much smoak & 
haize, occasioned by the Ground burning the Men Employed 
as Yesterday. 

11th Thursday. Wind Westerly a stiff Gale with Cloudy 
Weather, the People employed one man Net making, & the 
rest setting Up Firewood. In the Evening passed by on their 
Journey to the Northward Mr. Pond with 8 Canoes. 

12th Friday. Wind W.N.W. astiff Gale with clear Weather, 
the Men employed Net Making and doing odd Jobbs within 
Doors, at Noon one Canoe arrived from below brought 
Nothing. 

13th Saturday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday sent one 
man with the low Country Indian to Hunt Geese, one man 
Net making, the other two clearing away the Rubbish from 
about the works 16 Canoes of Canadians went past on their 
Journey Up Saskachewan River, there is also four more gone 
to the Red Deers River about four Days Journey to the S.E. 
of this Place. 

14th Sunday. Wind Variable, in the North Quarter fresh 
Breezes, Weather part Cloudy, part clear. 
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15th Monday. Wind W.S.W. a stiff Breeze, with clear 
Weather, a strong frost last Night, the People Employed one 
man net making, & the rest cutting Firewood for the Winters 
Use. 

16th Tuesday. Wind Westerly, with fresh Gales at Times, 
weather as Yesterday, the People Employed as before trusted 
the Indians Debt, that arrived on the 12th Instant, and they 
went away to their Winter Quarters, at 8 OClock in the 
Evening the Hunters return’d brought 20 Geese. 

17th Wednesday. Wind S.W.a moderate Breeze, with clear 
Weather, sent James Banks, with the Indian lad to Hunt Geese, 
one man Net making, the other two cut Firewood. In the 
Evening one Canoe arrived from the Southward for Debt, 
which they got & went off again immediately. 

18th Thursday. Wind Variable light Breezes Weather as 
Yesterday, the People employed about Various Duty, at Noon 
one Canoe arrived from the swampy River with Provisions & 
to get Credit. 

19th Friday. Wind Variable between S.W. and West fresh 
Gales, Weather Cloudy with small Rain in the Morning, the 
Men Employed about Necessary Duty within Doors, trusted 
the Indian that came Yesterday & he went away. 

20th Saturday. Wind N.W. a stiff Gale with cold raw 
Cloudy Weather, the people employed lining Nets & pointing 
Open places of the House with Mud. 

21st Sunday. Wind W.S.W. a fresh Gale, Weather as 
Yesterday, a small frost last Night. | 

22nd Monday. Wind between N.W. & West, stiff Gales 
with Dark Cloudy Weather, a smart frost in the Night the 
People employed cutting Firewood & lining a Sturgeon Net. 
In the Evening Mr. Longmoore, with four more Englishmen, 
Accompanied by three Canoes of Indians arrived with their 
Cargoes all safe 8 Gallons of Brandy Excepted, which was 


1B.239/a/80, York Fort Journal, September 6, 1781, “.. - Mr. Robert 
Longmoor with four Men Vizt. Magnus Sclator, Willm. Flatt John Driver and 
Adam [Andrew] Corrigall in two Canoes with three Canoes of Inland Indians, 
proceeded up this River to go to Cumberland House carrying 20 packages of 
Trading goods &c...”. 
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expended on the Road in coming Up. Mr. Longmoore 
Informs me that they have carried over Upwards of go 
Carrying places & have been much fatigued, in leading and 
lifting their Canoes in many places where they could not carry. 
James Banks also arrived from Hunting brought 12 Geese & 
ReWucks: 


Copy of a Letter Received from Mr. Matthew Cocking 


York Forr Sepir. 6th 1781 

DEar SIR 
By this Conveyance I have sent off 20 packages of 
Trading Goods, Contents as Pr. Account in care of Mr. 
Robert Longmoore and four more Englishmen. I hope you 
will Receive them safe, part of the Goods now sent were left in 
the North River track, by some of the Indians that went Up 
that way, which being found by some of our Deer Hunters 
was brought to the Fort I have the pleasure to Inform You 
that the Indian called Secuswy, left on the road and who did 
not arrive before you went away did lately bring the Bundles 
safe which were in his Care, Contents 360 made Beaver. The 
Ship! arrived and the Captain came on shore the 20 Ulto. 
which with the Churchill Ship are now Waiting in 5 Fathom 
hole for a favourable Opportunity to proceed to Sea. Mr 
Humphrey Marten is Embarked for home on Account of ill 
Health. I have to acquaint You Sir, that the Company have 
agreed to allow You 80 £ Pr. Annum to Contract for 3 Years 
I have also to Inform You, it has been the Unanimous Opinion 
of the Council that a settlement in the Athopuskow Indians 
Country, would be highly Conducive to the Company’s 
Interest, & turn to good Account, & therefore Necessary such 
should be made as soon as possible, as it is too late for this 
Undertaking to be set on foot this fall You will therefore please 
to send Mr. Longmoor with an Assistant that way in the 
Winter to Inform the Athopuskow Indians that Canoes with 
Goods, with Goods will be sent by You to Meet them as Early 
as possible in the Spring this for the Present will I hope be of 


' The Seahorse, Captain William Christopher. ‘This was the maiden voyage 
of the Company’s third ship of that name. 
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Service not only in gaining You a good addition to Your Trade 
but will Enable Mr. Longmoore to fix Upon a proper place 
to erect a Settlement at.!. I well Remember when I resided at 
Cumberland House that the Pedlars did Collect large 
Quantitys of Furs from the Athopuskow Indians, what few of 
them came to me where well gooded in prime Furs they were 
very Anxious for having a Trading House erected by the 
Company’s Servants in their Country. 

By Way of Encourageing Indians to Assist You in bringing 
Down Furs, or any Indians that may have Furs of their own, 
you may assure them they shall be kindly treated, & shall 
receive from me every Encouragement in my power to Give. 

Wishing You Health Happiness and Success in Every 
Particular 

I am Dear Sir, Your Friend and Servant 
MattrHew CockInc.” 


23rd Tuesday. Wind W.N.W. a fresh Breeze with Cloudy 
Weather till the Evening, afterwards calm froze a little in the 
night, the Men Employed sent James Banks & James 
Saunderson a Hunting, the other two setting Up a little 
Firewood. 

24th Wednesday. \Nind S.E. a fresh Gale, Weather Cloudy 
with snow towards Evening, the men employed about odd 


1 A.11/116, fo. 92, H. Marten and Council to the Governor and Committee, 
York Fort, September 1, 1781, “. . . a misunderstanding having arisen between 
Mr. Longmore and Your Servants that were under his direction, they absolutely 
refused to return should He be appointed. Master ... We firmly believe Longmore 
to be innocent of the Charges laid against Him; Yet for the aforesaid reason 
we have appointed William Walker to the Command of Hudson House; and 
Mr. Longmore will be sent as soon as possible to pitch on a place to erect a 
Settlement in the Pungee Country ...”. 

2 At the end of the copy of this letter in the York Fort Letter Book 
(B.239/b/42, fo. 4d.) 1s added : 


“York Fort Trade 11,129 97/120 | 
Severn House 3,650 1/6 | Nee 
Cumberland H. 15,692 
sent 
home.” 
30,471 117/120 
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Jobbs within Doors, at Noon the Hunters returned no luck, 
the Geese being all gone. Paid off the Indians that 
accompanied Mr. Longmoore Up with Goods, & two Canoes 
went away to their Winters Quarters, a sharp frost last Night, 
Opened the Packages and found all agree with the Account 
Receiv’d. 

25th Thursday. Wind Northerly a stiff Breeze weather 
Cloudy, with snow at times, the Men getting their Cloathing 
Ready against the Winter. 

26th Friday. Wind S.E. a fresh Breeze, weather part 
Cloudy, part Clear, a smart frost in the Night which froze part 
of the Lake over along the shores the People employed about 
Various Duty within Doors. 

27th Saturday. Wind E.N.E. a fresh Breeze with a 
Continuance of snow, the Men Employed cutting firewood, 
this Morning an Indian Arrived from below U,Basquiau, 
having landed in the Night at the point below, these have 
brought some Green Beavers Flesh & a few Geese, for which 
I sent five Men and they returned in two Hours after. 

28th Sunday. Wind Easterly, a stiff Breeze, with thick 
Cloudy Weather, the Indians Traded took Debt and went 
away, the U,Basquiau Captain still Remains here. 

29th Monday. Wind Variable in the South Quarter, the first 
part Cloudy blowing Weather, after part clear and almost 
calm, the men Employed cleaning the small arms & other 
necessary Duty within Doors, blow’d very hard in the night. 

30th Tuesday. Calm clear warm Weather, till the Evening, 
afterwards blow’d a small Breeze from the S.E. the men 
Employed about Various Duty, a great part of the Lake froze 
over last Night. 

31st Wednesday. Wind S.E. a small Breeze, with clear fine 
Weather, the People Employed, one Man Repairing Nets one 
Man putting Parchment on the Windows and the rest fell 
some wood for Necessary Uses, thaw’d Much to Day. 

1st Thursday. Little Wind Variable, weather as Yesterday, 
the Men Employed one man Repairing Nets, the Rest falling 
and Hewing Timber, fitted out the U,Basquiau Leader and he 
went away to his Winters Quarters. 
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and Friday. WNind Easterly a small Breeze, Weather part 
Cloudy, part clear, the Men employed as Yesterday, that part 
of the Lake that was froze over has partly broke Up again. 

3rd Saturday, Wind E.S.E. a stiff Gale, with clear 
Weather, the Men Employed, one man net mending, one Man 
making Sledges, the rest cut firewood, & hewing timber pieces 
for the Canoe Shed. 

4th Sunday. Nind Variable between N.E. & East fresh 
Breezes with clear Weather. 

sth Monday. Wind Easterly a stiff Breeze with clear 
Weather till the Evening afterwards cloudy with a little rain, 
the men employed one man net making one making Sledges. 
Mr. Longmoore, George Hudson & Myself getting stuff for 
Sledges & snow shoes, the rest hewing Timber. 

6th Tuesday. Wind E.N.E. a fresh Breeze, with dark 
Cloudy Weather, Mr. Longmoor and myself set two Sturgeon 
Nets, the Rest employed as Yesterday, no Ice in the Lake 
except what is on the shores, a few Partridges to Day from the 
Indian lad. 

“th Wednesday. \Nind and Weather as Yesterday the men 
employed as before, 4 Sturgeon & 1 Pike from the Nets also 
5 Partridges from the Indian lad. 

8h Thursday. Wind and Weather still the same as before, 
two men with Myself fell some timber pieces for Plank & 
Feather edge Boards, Mr. Longmoore Splitting stuff for 
Sledges, the rest Employed as before 3 Sturgeon & 1 Pike 
from the Nets to Day. 

gth Friday. Wind as before with a Continuance of dark 
Cloudy Weather, Mr. Longmoore and one Man hewing stuff 
for Sledges, Myself making Sledges & snow shoe frames & 
the rest as before two small Sturgeon from the Nets to Day. 

toth Saturday. ind S.E. a stiff Gale with sun-shine 
alternately, the People employed one man lining a Net & the 
rest carrying in a few Pieces for the saw & cut Firewood did 
not freeze any in the Night at all. 

11th Sunday. Nind as Yesterday Weather clear with a 
sharp frost in the Night. Performed Divine Service for the 
Day. 
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12th Monday. Wind Southerly a small Breeze weather part 
Cloudy, part clear, the People Employed, one man net Making, 
one plaining stuff for Sledges, two hewing Do. two making a 
saw pit & the rest carrying in firewood, 4 small Sturgeon & 2 
pike from the Nets to Day. 

13th Tuesday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday a sharp 
frost in the Night; James Banks & William Flat sawing 2 
Inch plank to Repair the Cellar & that part of the Floor over 
it, it being much decayed, the rest Employed as Yesterday, a 
great many Swans seen flying to the Southward. 

14th Wednesday. WWind S.W. Weather still continue much 
the same, the Men Employed as before, Swans still flying 
away to the Southward. 

15th Thursday. Wind Variable in the South quarter, first 
part Cloudy, with a little snow, after part clear, the men 
Employed as formerly, the Lake froze over about half a mile 
from the shore. 

16th friday. Wind S.S.W. a small Breeze, weather part 
cloudy, part clear, the People employed as before, Several 
flocks of Swans seen flying to the Southward. 

17th Saturday. Wind N.W. a strong Gale with cold 
freezing Weather, the Sawyers sledge and Net Makers as 
Usual & the rest cut Firewood, a great part of the Lake froze 
over. 

18th Sunday. Wind S.W. a Moderate Breeze with sun 
shine alternately performed Divine for the Day. 

19th Monday. Wind Variable from S.W. to North weather 
clear and blow’d fresh towards Evening the people Employed 
two Men sawing plank one Making Sledges & the Rest 
hewing timber for the saw & cut Firewood. 

20th Tuesday. Wind Westerly a small Breeze with clear 
sharp Weather, the Men Employed as Yesterday except 
Andrew Corrigal which is lame of a sore leg. 

21st Wednesday. Wind W.N.W. a stiff Gale with a low 
Drift, the people Employed, two Men turning heads for 


1 Andrew Corrigal, an Orkneyman, entered the Company’s service as a 
labourer in 1781 at an annual wage of £8 plus a bounty for living inland. He 


returned in 1792 (A.16/33, fos. 87d.-88 ; 165d.-166, Asg2i ty 100,673 
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Sledges, two Men sawing Plank, the rest with Myself set two 
Sturgeon Nets & cut the other two out of the Ice, that was 
done before having caught 9 Sturgeon & 2 Pike. 

22nd Thursday. WNind Variable, in the South Quarter, with 
Cloudy sharp Weather, sent four men to set two Nets also to 
Overhaul those set Yesterday, the rest employed sawing plank 
& sewing sledges. James Banks Unfortunately Cut his Hand 
which will Render him Unfit for Duty for some time it being 
in the Tendons of the thumb. 9 small Sturgeon from the nets 
to Day. 

23rd Friday. Wind Easterly a fresh Breeze, weather Cloudy 
with Drizsling snow till noon, afterwards clear, the People 
Employed, one man net making one man sewing Sledges & 
the rest cut Firewood. 

24th Saturday. Wind as Yesterday, Weather clear very 
sharp, sent four Men to the Nets, one Man Net Making. 
James Banks and Andrew Corrigal still lame, the rest Employed 
about odd Jobbs within Doors, 20 Sturgeon to Day, and a few 
Partridges, set 2 more Sturgeon Nets, also one for small Fish. 

26th Sunday. Wind E.S.E. a stiff Gale with a low Drift. 
Performed Divine Service for the Day. 

26th Monday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday two Men 
still lame, sent five Men to the Nets, also fitted out Mr. 
Longmoore & George Hudson & sent them away to trap 
Martins. 30 Sturgeon & 3 Pike to Day. 

27th Tuesday. ind S.E. a fresh Breeze, Weather part 
Cloudy, part Clear, the people Employed cutting firewood, a 
few Partridges to Day from the Indian lad. 

28th Wednesday. Nind Variable with Dark Cloudy 
Weather, sent four Men to the Nets, one man net making, one 
man doing odd Jobbs about the House. 

29th Thursday. Little Wind Southerly with clear fine 
Weather, the Men Employed hewing timber pieces & making 
Nets, Andrew Corrigal on Duty, but James Bank is still lame. 

30th Friday. Wind E.S.E. a stiff Gale, with Cloudy 
Weather till Noon, afterwards snowed pretty much the Men 
Employed, one man Net Making, two Hewing timber for the 
saw, sent the others to Overhaul the Nets 10 Sturgeon to Day. 
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1st Saturday. Nind Northerly a fresh Gale with thick 
snowy Weather, till the Evening, afterwards calm & Varied to 
the Westward, the men Employed, about Necessary Dut 
within Doors and putting the snow in heaps that has fell in the 
Ward? 

2nd Sunday. Wind Variable from S.W. to North fogey 
Weather with rime falling, Performed Divine Service for the 
Day. 

He Monday. Wind Westerly, a small Breeze with thick 
rimy Weather, the men Employed one man Net making, sent 
four men to the Nets, and the rest hewing timber. 20 small 
Sturgeon & two Pike from the Nets to Day. 

4th Tuesday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, the Men Employed Net Making & cutting 
Firewood. James Banks on Duty but has lost part of the Use 
of his thumb by the tendons of the Upper part being cut, at 
noon Mr. Longmoore & George Hudson returned without 
success not having found any Ground fit for trapping in. 

sth Wednesday. Wind N.E. a small Breeze with thick 
Cloudy Weather & the Air much colder then it has been for 
some Days past, the men with myself Employed carrying in 
Timber to the saw pit. 

6th Thursday. Little Wind Variable Weather as Yesterday, 
the people Employed sent four Men to the Nets & the rest 
doing Various Jobbs about the House, 10 Small Sturgeon & 3 
tickameg from the Nets, also a few Partridges from the Indian 
lad. 

7th Friday. Wind Westerly a small Breeze weather Cloudy 
with a drizsling snow, fitted out Mr. Longmoore, Magnus 
Sclater, Andrew Corrigal & an Indian lad for their Journey to 
Hudson’s House, the rest Employed cutting Firewood. 


Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. William Walker 


CuMBERLAND Houss Decr. 8th 17811 
SIR 
By the Arrival of Mr. Longmoore with four more 
Englishmen Accompanied by 3 Canoes of Indians on the 22d 
* Walker’s copy of this letter is on p. 272. 
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of October, I received the agreeable News of the safe Arrival 
of their Honors Ships and sailing again for England in due 
time. Sir You will Receive from the Bearers the following 
Articles of Trading Goods, Vizt. Cloth blue corded 237 yds. 
Red Corded 224 yds. Hatchets small N23 Knives Jack N24, 
& small Roach 24N, as also letters for You & the Men, 
which I hope will come safe to Hand, Mr. Longmoore has 
received his Orders from me, how he is to Employ Himself 
while with You, so that you will have Nothing to do with Him 
further, then to give him what assistance he may want in 
procuring Birch rind & wood Work for Canoes; should the 
Buffaloe be plenty Mr. Longmoore is to Go into the plains 
where he is to pass the Time away, Untill the warm Season 
Returns as also those sent with Him as I have given him a 
supply for that purpose. I Conclude Wishing success to the 
Company’s Affairs Health & Happiness to You and all Under 
Your Command and Remain 
Sit 
Your most Obedient and Humble Servant 
Wi.Li1am ToMIson 


8th Saturday. Nind S.W. a small Breeze, with Cloudy 
Weather, sent off Mr. Longmoore with two Men & an Indian 
lad with a Packet for Hudsons House; I have sent by them 
1714 made Beaver in Trading Goods, the rest Employed about 
various Duty, about the House, George Hudson and James 
Tate also went a trapping. 

gth Sunday. Little Wind from the S.E. Quarter with clear 
mild Weather. 

10th Monday. Wind S.W.a fresh Breeze, with cloudy warm 
Weather, the People employed one man hewing timber pieces 
for boards, sent the rest to the Nets 12 Sturgeon and a few 
small Pike to Day. 

11th Tuesday. Wind Westerly, a fresh Breeze Weather for 
the most part Cloudy, with a low Drift, sent two men to bring 
stuff to make a Sledge for hauling Firewood, the rest employed 
making Nets and cutting Firewood In the Evening three Men 
& four Women arrived from the southward with Furs to 
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Trade also one family came across the lake from the Westward, 
the former has brought the Disagreeable News of many 
Indians Dying, & the latter complain much for want of Food. 
Indeed one of those that came from the Southward does not 
appear to me to live long as she is troubled with a Violent pain 
in her back & much inclined to Vomitting, these Inform me 
of seeing several Tents without any body alive in them & some 
of the Dead not buried.1 

12th Wednesday. ‘Nind Northerly a small breeze with 
Cloudy Weather, the People Employed, one man Net making, 
two men sawing stuff for a sledge, the rest cut Firewood, 
Myself Trading with the Indians & made them small presents 
as Usual & sent Tobacco by them to others, that Woman that 
was bad, Expired between two & three in the afternoon being 
only the fourth Day of her ailment. 

13th Thursday. Wind Variable between West & North 
with cold raw Cloudy Weather, the People Employed, one 
man Net making, two Men at the saw the other two Digging 
a Grave & burying the Indian that Died Yesterday, those that 
came with Her would not touch her, although some of them 
were very near Relations, the Indians that came from the 
Southward went away, but those that came across the Lake 
stays here to recover their strength. 

14th Friday. Wind Easterly a small Breeze with thick 
Cloudy Weather, the People Employed one man net making, 
sent the rest to Overhaul the Nets, brought 8 Sturgeon & 2 
Eile. 

15th Saturday. Wind Variable from S.W. to N.W. a strong 
Gale with a low Drift, the men Employed, one man Net 
Making & the Rest cut firewood. 

16th Sunday. Wind S.W. a middling Breeze Weather part 
Cloudy, part Clear, the people at their Private Devotion. 

17th Monday. Wind N.N.W. a stiff Gale with Drifting 


* This was the first smallpox victim to reach Cumberland House. Although 
Tomison must have realised the nature of the woman’s illness he apparently did 
not place much belief in the Indian reports of “ seeing Tents without any body 
alive in them & some of the Dead not buried”. Confirmation of the bad news, 
however, reached Cumberland House a few days later. 
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Weather, the People employed one making a Sledge for 
hauling Firewood, in the Evening Eight Men arrived from 
Hudsons House, also Andrew Corrigal & the Indian lad with 
the Goods sent Under the Care of Mr. Longmoore, which by 
the bad News he received from those he met, Obliged him to 
return the Goods & two People back, there not being any Use 
for them in that quarter, by these I received the Disagreeable 
News of that Devouring Disorder the small pox rageing 
amongst the Natives, & is carrying all off before It, wherever 
it Comes & God knowes what will be the End thereof I hear 
that Charles price Isham has happily recovered that Dreadful 
Disorder. 


Copy of a Letter received from Mr. William Walker! 


Hupsons House Deer. 4th 1781 
SIR 
After a fine Passage of 18 Days, we arrived here, 
where we found the House &ca. all standing safe as when we 
left it & wanting very little repair 12 Tents of Indians Upon 
the Plantation. 

I am sorry I should have such Disagreeable News to send 
You, but the small pox is rageing all round Us with great 
Violence, sparing very few that take it, we have received the 
News of above 9 tents of Indians within here, all Dead, the 
tents left Standing & their bodies left Inside Unburied, as for 
the stone Indians there are very few if any left alive which will 
make this one of the Worst Years that ever the Honarable 
Hudsons Bay Company Servants hath seen both for Furs & 
provisions My Trade at this time is not above 1200 made 
Beaver, provisions we have not at this time above 35 Days for 
fifteen Men at in the House at half Allowance, which makes 
me to send away the men with the Packet to Vizt. Magnus 
Twatt, Robert Davey, Edward Wishart, William Grey, 
Magnus Annel, Thomas Tate, William Folster and George 
Ross, sooner than I would otherwise done & there is not the 
least likelyhood of any more Provisions coming in this Year, 
for Indeed where is to come from when the Indians is dying 

1 Walker’s copy of this letter is on p. 269. 
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1781 Daily & them that has not taken the small pox, is frightened 

December to look after any thing for fear of falling in with others that is 
bad. I had sent out five Men to the Barren Ground to 
Maintain themselves but on Saturday Decr. 2d they returned, © 
all Starving, no Buffaloe to be found and the Indians all Dyin 
by this Distemper that there is no getting a livelyhood, the 
Indians lying Dead about the Barren Ground like rotten 
sheep, their Tents left standing & the Wild beast Devouring 
them. 

Friday November 30th Seven Frenchmen passed by this 
House on their Journey Up the River to Build a House but 
where we cannot tell. 

All the Men Under my Command has behaved very well, 
& been Very brisk in coming Up the River this Fall, for had 
the Frenchmen been Up the River with Liquor before us no 
Victuals had come to our Share. I Conclude Wishing better 
success to the Company’s Affairs Health & Happiness to You © 
and all Under your Command. Iam 

Sir 
Your most Obedient & Humble Servant 
WixiramM WALKER. — 


18th Tuesday. Wind Westerly a fresh Breeze with clear 
sharp Weather, sent four Men to bring some moose Flesh, 
that was killed Yesterday by the Indian on the Plantation, & 
in the Evening they Returned, those that arrived last Night 
smoaking every thing belonging to them with the Flour of 
Sulpher? to prevent any effect from them to the Natives. James 
Wass ailing, late in the Evening George Hudson & Jame 
Tate returned from trapping brought 23 Martins. 

19th Wednesday. Little Wind Northerly with clear sharp 
Weather, the People Employed two Men working Nets, one 
man doubling the tracking lines to line the Sturgeon Nets one 
Man Making a Sledge to haul wood on, sent five Men to 

* Morton, History of the Canadian West, p. 332, “ Fumigation with sulphur 
and the succession of airings in the sunshine at the several posts and in London 
would have the effect of disinfecting the furs before they would reach the 


market. ‘This would also go far to explain how it was that no European servant 
of the Company took the disease.” 
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Overhaul the Nets & the rest cut firewood 20 Sturgeon & 1 
Pike from the Nets to Day. 

20th Thursday. Wind Easterly a small Breeze Weather 
Cloudy & Inclinable to snow, eight Men cutting Firewood & 
the rest Employed about Various Duty within Doors, fitted 
out the Indian Man & his Family and sent them away to hunt 
Moose & trap Martins, I have sent with them the low Country 
Indian lad to be supported. Indeed I would have sent some 
of the Englishmen with Him, but he having a large family to 
provide for & only himself to Hunt, I was dubious for fear 
they should be starved, I propose sending some of them away 
Up the Lake to the Northward to Endeavour to kill fish as 
soon as I can get Nets ready. 

21st Friday. Wind N.W. a small Breeze with clear sharp 
Weather, Magnus Twatt cleaning the Trading Guns & the 
rest Employed cutting firewood making Nets & lines for 
Nets. 

22nd Saturday. \Nind E.N.E. a fresh Breeze with cold raw 
Cloudy Weather, sent five Men to the Nets & the rest 
Employed as Yesterday, 16 small Sturgeon to Day from the 
Nets, James Wass Upon Duty. 

23rd Sunday. WNind S.E. a small Breeze with clear mild 
Weather, performed Divine Service for the Day. 

24th Monday. Little Wind Southerly with thick Cloudy 
warm Weather, the people Employed, two men sawing boards, 
two men making lines for Nets out of sinnet, one man lining 
a Net & the rest cut firewood, late in the Evening five Indian 
Men & four Women arrived from the Southward with a few 
furs to Trade but Complain much for want of food, these also 
brings the Melancholy News I have already had of the small 
pox rageing amongst them & but few escape Death that take 
that Disorder, they also Inform me of one Good Indian 
returning back from them this Morning, having taken the 
aforementioned Disorder. Indeed it is now spreading over 
the Whole Country, which will be a shocking Affair as ever 
was known. 

25th Tuesday. WNind in the South Quarter a fresh Breeze, 
weather part Cloudy, part clear & much warmer than 
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Yesterday, performed Divine Service proper for the Day, In 
the Evening Traded with the Indians & made them Presents 
as Usual, but never expect to see them again, late at Night two 
Indian Boys arrived from those that pitched from here on the 
18th Instant, these brought the low Country lad on a Sledge, 
he was taken bad last night with a Violent pain in his breast 8 
Belly. 

26th Wednesday. Wind S.W.a small Breeze with clear fine 
Weather, sent two Men with the two Indian lads that came 
last Night for a little moose Flesh, the Indians also went away, 
one of the Women was taken bad last Night the low Country 
Indian still continues very ill. 

27th Thursday. Wind E.S.E. a moderate Breeze with thick 
Cloudy Weather, sent five Men to the Nets brought 10 
Sturgeon & 2 Pike, late in the Evening the two Men Returned 
with 140 Ibs. of moose Flesh they also brought word of another 
beast being killed Yesterday, this Morning we could Observe 
the small pox coming out very thick upon the sick lads heads 
& thighs. 

28th Friday. Wind W.N.W. a stiff Gale with a low Drift, 
sent four men with dogs to bring moose flesh, also James Tate 
went away to Overhaul his traps. 

29th Saturday. Wind N.W. a fresh Breeze with clear 
Weather, till the Evening, afterwards a little snow, sent four 
men to the Nets & the rest employed cutting firewood, 8 small 
Sturgeon to Day. 

30th Sunday. Wind Southerly, a small Breeze with Cloudy 
mild Weather, performed Divine Service as Usual, the Indian 
still continues very bad, he has a great stoppage in his throat 
& Indeed I have no Medicines to Give him that is fit for that 
Disorder, & but little for any thing else we are well enough 
while God permits Health but when Medicines comes to be 
wanted, I am certain that there is nothing here to do us any 
Good late in the Evening the Men returned with 200 Ibs. 
moose flesh. 

31st Monday. Wind S.E. a stiff Breeze first part Cloudy 
with snow latter part clear fine Weather two men net making, 
one making lines for Nets two men sawing Boards, one man 
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attended the sick Indian & the rest cut Firewood, at Noon 
James Tate return’d from his traps, brought 14 Martins. 


1st Tuesday. Wind Variable from S.E. to North weather 
cloudy with snow towards Evening, the Indian lad still very 
ill, he turn’d blind last Night & God knows whether ever his 
sight will return should he recover. 

and Wednesday. Wind Northerly, a stiff Gale with cold 
Drifting Weather, the men Employed as on Monday last, late 
in the Evening four Indians arrived from U,Basquiau with 
Furs to trade these have not heard of the disorder that 1s 
rageing amongst the Natives, Untill now, for which reason | 
would not let them come into the House, but had a Tent 
pitched for them some Distance off. 

3rd Thursday. ‘Nind Easterly a fresh Gale with snow & 
Drift, the men employed as before it not being Weather for 
going to the Nets. Inthe Evening Traded with the Indians & 
made them small presents as Usual, they Complain much for 
want of food. George Hudson & James Tate went to their 
traps. 

oe Friday. Wind Westerly, a stiff Gale, with clear sharp 
weather, sent six men away to set Nets, about 12 miles Up the 
Lake to the northward, also to catch Rabbets or any thing to 
make a livelyhood, one man attending the sick Indian & the 
rest making Nets & cut Firewood the Indians went away Early 
this Morning. 

sth Saturday. Wind W.S.W. a fresh Gale, with a 
Continuance of sharp weather, sent six men to the Nets, one 
man making a Cofin & one man digging a Grave for the 
Indian lad he Died last night between 9 & 10 OClock & was 
for 24 hours delirious, 9 Sturgeon and 2 pike from the Nets 
to Day. 

6th Sunday. Wind S.W. Weather as Yesterday at Noon 
two Indian Men & two Women arrived from above with a 
few furs to Trade, also 20 lbs. half Dryed Moose flesh, these 
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brings the same Melancholy News as before, they say there 
was five tents of them, but is now reduced to three and several 
of them bad. 

7th Monday. Wind Variable between S.W. & West weather 
clear and Very sharp, the people Employed two Men sawing 
plank, two Men working Nets & the rest cut Firewood. 
Traded with the Indians & gave them small presents as Usual, 
Indeed the Furs they have brought is both few & bad, being 
chiefly summer Beaver, late in the Evening the trappers 
returned brought 5 Martins. 

8th Tuesday. Wind S.W. a fresh Breeze, weather as 
Yesterday, the Men Employed, two Men net making, one 
man doing odd Jobbs within Doors sent the rest to Overhaul 
the Nets, brought 5 small Sturgeon & 2 Pike, the Indians 
went away that arrived on the 6th Instant. 

oth Wednesday. Wind Westerly, a stiff Gale with snow & 
Drift, the people employed making Nets & cutting Firewood. 
In the Evening Robert Davey came home, he Informs me they 
have set the Nets, but not as yet caught any fish, nor have they 
had any success in snaring, there being no Rabbets about. 

10th Thursday. Wind W.S.W. a fresh Breeze with a 
Continuance of severe sharp Weather the Men employed as 
Yesterday, Robert Davey returned to his Tent. 

11th friday, Little Wind Variable with clear sharp 
Weather, the People Employed two Men Making small 
marsh Nets, sent George Hudson & Edward Wishart to look 
after our Indian Hunter to see whether he is Dead or alive, the 
rest at the Nets brought 9 Sturgeon, the Weather has been so 
sharp for this week past that it froze Spirrits of Wine, which is 
more then Ever I see before, Indeed several of the Men has 
been froze pretty much & one of them has been off of Duty 
these two Days. 

12th Saturday. WNind N.W. a stiff Gale, with thick snowy 
Weather, the People Employed two Men repairing a Net, 
that was taken Up Yesterday, and the rest cut Firewood. 

13th Sunday. Wind W.S.W. a fresh Gale with clear severe 
sharp Weather. 

14th Monday. Wind S.W. a smart Breeze with clear sharp 
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weather, the people Employed Making Nets & cutting 
Firewood. Inthe Evening George Hudson & the other Man 
Returned having found the Indian & his family well in Health, 
but in great want of provisions, not having killed any thing 
since we had from him last. 

15th Tuesday. ind Variable first part clear latter part 
Cloudy, with mild Weather, the men Employed, two men net 
making & sent the Rest to Overhaul the Nets, brought 10 
small Sturgeon & 2 pike, also brought home a Net to be 
repaired. Late in the Evening a Distressed Woman & her 
Child came here, these are all that is alive out of one Tent, & 
has not Yet been ailing, the News she brings is still more & 
more alarming, of that cruel Disorder, the small pox rageing 
amongst them with its greatest fury, & carrying all before it, 
they chiefly Die within the third or fourth Night, & those that 
survive after that time are left to be devoured by the wild 
beasts. 

16th Wednesday. Little Wind Southerly with Cloudy mild 
Weather, sent James Wass and James Banks to where the 
Woman came from to bring what Furs there may be amongst 
those that are Yet alive, as they are all in debt I also sent with 
them some Duffle to put round the Dead, & to take the 
Beaver Coats from them, two Men putting lines to a Sturgeon 
Net & the rest cut Firewood. 

17th Thursday. Wind N.E. a fresh Breeze weather cloudy 
with a little snow, the Men Employed sent James Tate to look 
at his traps two Men repairing a Net & the rest cut firewood. 
William Folster came for a little provisions, he says they still 
have poor luck with the Nets, having caught but 7 Sturgeon 
since they went away. 

18th Friday. Wind Variable with clear fine Weather two 
men working Nets, & sent the rest to Overhaul the Nets, 
brought 9 Sturgeon & 1 Pike. William Folster returned to 
his tent, I sent with him two more Nets, in the Evening James 
Banks and James Wass returned without finding the Indians. 

19th Saturday. Wind N.E. a fresh Breeze, weather Cloudy 
with a little snow, sent Wm. Flatt & George Ross away in 
search of the Indians, the rest making Nets & cutting Firewood. 


1782 
January 


1782 
January 


232 SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


20th Sunday. Wind E.S.E. a stiff Gale with thick snowy 
Weather, in the Evening James Tate returned from his traps, 
not having any luck he has put them all Down, also two 
Indians arrived from those I have sent the men in search off 
they Inform me that they see them Yesterday at Noon, but did 
not return with them, but went on according to Order to a tent 
they left two Days agoe they are in a miserable condition fro 
want of food & many of them ailing. 

21st Monday. Wind N.W. a fresh Breeze, weather as 
Yesterday, sent James Wass to assist a sick Indian & bring 
him to the House, two men making a Sturgeon Net & the rest 
digging a Grave and buryed an Indian Woman that Died on 
the Plantation Yesterday Evening, late at Night 19 Starved 
Indians arrived, Indeed their Condition is too shocking to be 
described by pen, they have left severals on the Way, not able 
to walk & one died on the road, which they have brought here 
to be buried. 

22nd Tuesday. Wind W.S.W. a small Breeze with clear 
fine Weather, the people employed one man Net making, one 
digging a Grave & buried an Indian Child that was brought 
here last Night, & the rest at the Nets, 9 Sturgeon and 6 pike, 
part of which Humanity obliged me to Give to the Starved 
Natives, although God knows we can but ill afford it, but I do 
assure your Honors it cuts me to the Heart to see the Miserable 
condition they are in & not being able to Help them, at Noon 
James Wass returned, as also did William Flatt & George 
Ross, the former brought the Indian called Weeshenow & the 
other two brought a small Bundle of Furs & his Gun, which he 
had left some time agoe, in a tent beside his Wife, they have 
buried three since they went from here & found several more 
dead, which they could not bury for want of Provisions. 

24th [23rd] Wednesday. WNind as Yesterday, a fresh Breeze 
with cold raw Cloudy Weather, the men Employed cutting 
Firewood, gave those that is able to Walk a supply of 
Ammunition Fish Hooks &ca. & they away, but the rest is 
left here to Die in Misery at noon five more arrived from above, 
these are still more wretched, they being all Women but one, 
& he is very bad, the others have got over the small pox but 
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are only left to starve in misery these is all that is alive out of 
several tents & not one of them has been buried. 

24th Thursday. ‘Nind Northerly a stiff Gale with a low 
Drift, the Men Employed making Nets & Cutting Firewood. 

2sth Friday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale with clear sharp 
Weather, sent five men to the Nets, one man cutting firewood 
for the sick Natives, two men Digging a Grave & burying a 
Woman that Died last Night, there is still nine more ailing 
four of which I have in the House & they have due attendance 
Night & Day & yet there is but little hopes of their recovery, 
most of them being greatly Starved before they came here and 
has not strength to Undergoe the Opperation, they are Under, 
at Noon another distressed Woman came having left a Young 
Indian man at the mouth of the little River above, which I sent 
two men with Sledges to haul him to the House, Indeed there 
is but little hopes of his recovery he being far spent, 8 small 
Sturgeon from the Nets. 

26th Saturday. Wind Westerly, a stiff Gale with cold 
Drifting weather, the People employed Making Nets and 
cutting Firewood, in the Evening one man came for provisions. 

27th Sunday. Wind N.W. a strong Gale, weather very 
sharp with thick Drift, towards Evening two Indians Died. 

28th Monday. Wind W.N.W. a fresh Gale with clear sharp 
weather, the men Employed cutting of firewood & burying 
the Indians that died Yesterday Magnus Annel returned to his 
Ment. 

29th Tuesday. Wind Westerly a fresh Breeze with a 
Continuance of sharp Weather, sent five men to the Nets, one 
man ailing & the rest making Nets & attending the sick 
Natives, very poor success from the Nets. 

30th Wednesday. WNind and Weather as Yesterday sent off 
George Hudson & two Men in search of some Indians to 
know whether they be dead or alive one man attending the sick 
Natives and the rest cutting firewood, also buried the Indian 
Man that was hauled to the House on the 25th Instant. 

31st Thursday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
before, the people employed one man Net making two Men 
cutting Firewood, sent four men to Bury four of the Indians, 
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that pitched from here the 23d Instant, and there is several of 
them Bad late in the Evening three Young Indians arriv’d 
from the U’Basquiau Leader, one of which was taken bad last 
night, the Disorder is rageing amongst with its greatest Fury. 
Out of a Number that has died, there is only one Woman that 
has recovered, they Inform me that both the Leader is taken 
bad as also the rest of the men, they sent for me to come to 
them, but as George Hudson is not at home, I cannot leave 
the House, but shall send three men off tomorrow to bring 
what Furs they have at their Tents. James Wass upon Duty. 

1st Friday. Wind S.W. a fresh Breeze weather as before 
sent away Robert Davey, William Flatt and George Ross to 
bring the Furs, & the Rest employed burying three Indians 
that Died last Night, and afterwards cut a little Firewood 
Indeed it is hard labour to keep the House in fuel and bury the 
Dead. In the Evening the remains of those that went from 
here the 22d of last Month returned not being capable to 
provide firewood for themselves. 

2nd Saturday. Wind W.S.W. a moderate Breeze with clear 
mild Weather, one man net making one digging a Grave and 
burying an Indian that Died in the Night after having been 
taken care of in the House for these ten Days past, there is 
something very malignant, that we are not sensible of, either 
in the Constitution of the Natives or in the Disorder, those that 
Die before the small pox breaks out is tormented with great 
pains and many of them Die within 48 Hours, 6 small 
Sturgeon from the Nets to Day. 

3rd Sunday. Wind as Yesterday, weather cloudy with a 
little snow towards Evening, in the afternoon buried two 
Indians. 

4th Monday. Wind Variable from W.S.W. to West a fresh 
Breeze with clear sharp weather one man Burying two Indians 
and the rest at the Nets, 1 Sturgeon and 2 pike to day, also 
brought home one Net to be repaired. 

5th Tuesday, Wind W.S.W. a small Breeze with clear mild 
Weather, the people Employed one man mending a net and 
the rest cut Up Firewood, at noon George Hudson and the 
other two men return’d after four days Journey, having found 


FEBRUARY 5-10, 1782 225 


those they went in search off, eight of which was laying Dead 
at one tent place, they found 15 made Beaver in Furs which 
they brought home with them, they also found 13 more 
Indians alive, two of which was bad, buried an Indian Child 
to Day. 

6th Wednesday. “Wind Northerly a small breeze with 
Cloudy mild Weather, two men net mending and the rest cut 
firewood, also buried three Indians that Died last night. 

“th Thursday. Little wind Variable with cloudy warm 
weather sent four men to the Nets, but returned without 
success, one man net making and the rest burying four Indians 
that Died in the night, one of them is Wee,shen,now & one 
came here last Thursday, both of which has been taken care of 
in the house since they came here, late in the Evening Robert 
Davey, William Flatt, and George Ross returned they brought 
the Disagreeable news of the U,Basquiau Leader and some 
more having Died before they got there, and several of the rest 
ailing, they have brought 120 made Beaver in whole and half 
parchment. Robt. Davey Informs me that he left about 40 
more at the tent, not being able to take them for the Badness 
of the road. 

8th Friday. \Nind Westerly, a small breeze, weather as 
Yesterday, two men net making, one man ailing and four men 
at the Nets, brought four Sturgeon andasmall cod. I propose 
please God to go away to morrow with one man to bring 
what furs was left at the three tents where our people came 
from. 

gth Saturday. Wind S.E. blowed fresh, Cloudy Weather 
Inclinable to snow, at noon Mr. William Tomison* and James 
Wass set off to fetch the remainder of the Furs, mentioned on 
thursday, and to Give what assistance he can to the poor 
distressed Natives, also Thomas Tate arrived from his Tent 
for provisions, they have only caught 7 Sturgeon the last’) 
Days, two men working Nets the rest cutting Firewood. 

toth Sunday. Wind N.W. blowed fresh, part clear part 
cloudy warm Day. Thomas Tate returned to his Tent 


1 Presumably the journal was kept by George Hudson during Tomison’s 
absence. 


1732 
February 


1782 
February 


236 SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


accompanied by Robt. Davey. In the Evening an Indian 
Child Died. 

11th Monday. Wind S.W. first part, Clear, latter part 
Cloudy, thawed much all Day, one man working Nets, one 
Man burying an Indian Child the rest at the Nets, 6 Sturgeon 
and 2 pike from them, late in the Evening four Indians arrived 
from across the lake with Furs to Trade, these Inform me 
there is four men where they came from that has got over the 
small pox. 

12th Tuesday. Wind N.W. blows fresh, clear warm Day 
two men making nets, the rest cutting firewood. Early this 
morning an Indian Child died and was buried. Traded with 
the Indians that came last Evening & made them small 
presents, also sent a small present of Tobacco to their tent 
mates, from them I have received 80 made Beaver chiefly 
whole & half parchment. 

13th Wednesday. Wind S.W. blowed fresh, part clear part 
Cloudy warm Day, two men working Nets one Shoveling 
the snow from about the Doors, the rest cutting 
firewood. 

14th Thursday. Wind Variable light Breezes with clear’ 
warm weather, two men net making the rest at the Nets 
brought 8 Sturgeon and 2 pike, late In the Evening I returned 
from the Indians with 78 Beaver in Furs, which is all that was 
amongst them, Except a few coats which they had for Cloathing, 
there was at first four tents of them, but is now reduced to two 
& on my Arrival, I found three out of them Dead and another 
brave Leader which Died the next Day all four which I buried, 
there is 19 yet alive, out of which there is only one man two 
Women and three Children that has not taken the Disorder 
and they are in a Starving Condition for want of Food, also 
six Indians arrived from below with Furs to trade, one these 
have killed a Moose about a Days Journey off, which please 
God I shall send men for tomorrow. 

15th friday, \Nind Southerly a fresh Breeze weather clear 
with sleet till the Evening, afterwards clear & blowed Fresh 
from the N.W. sent four men to bring meat, two men making 


and repairing Nets & the rest doing odd Jobbs within Doors, 
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Traded with the Indians, and made them presents as Usual, 
in the afternoon five of them went away. 

16th Saturday. Wind N.W. a stiff Gale with a low Drift 
till the Evening, afterwards moderate weather, the other 
Indian went away. I gave Wm. Flatt a supply & sent him 
away with him to be supported as provisions is very scarce 
here, the rest employed as Yesterday, late in the Evening the 
men returned with a small moose, also an Indian man and his 
Wife arrived with Furs to Trade. 

17th Sunday. Wind Northerly a strong Gale with Drifting 
Weather, Traded with the Indian that came last night & gave 
him all the Encouragement possible to bring provisions, which 
he has promised to do if death keeps from him, at noon the 
men came home for Good to return back for Hudson’s House. 

18th Monday. Vind S.E. a small Breeze with clear mild 
Weather, sent four men to the Nets, also sent John Driver 
away with the Indian to be supported & to assist in bringing 
in Green Flesh I also sent of James Banks & James 
Saunderson to look after the Indians that George Hudson 
came last from, one man net making, one doing odd Jobbs 
within Doors, the rest making ready for their Journey Up the 
River, 3 Sturgeon & 2 pike to Day. 

19th Tuesday. Little Wind Variable with snow at Intervals, 
sent seven Up the River for Hudsons House, one man Net 
making and the rest cut firewood. 


Copy of a Letter sent to Mr. William Walker! 


CuMBERLAND House Feéry. 19th, 82 

SIR 
I received your Disagreeable Letter Dated Decr. 4th 
and came safe to Hand on the 17th which gave me great 
pleasure to hear that You and all under your Command was in 
good Health which happiness, thank God we all here Enjoy, 
but greatly Distressed for want of provisions, which Obliges 
me to return the following persons back to you again in hopes 
of their making a better livelyhood with You, V izt. Robert 
Davey, William Folster, Magnus Annell, Thomas ‘Tate, 


1 Walker’s copy of this letter is on p. 280. 
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Andrew Corrigal, Edward Wishart, and George Ross, I have | 
also sent two Men away with the Sandfly and Pusas,quet,tumen, 
to be supported as there is no likelyhood of provisions coming 
in & the fish falling off. Sir it gives me great pain to hear 
from your Quarter of the Death of so many Brave Indians, but 
Indeed it is not only with You alone for here we have buried 
Upwards of 30 for Which Number there is only two recovered 
& they are but Children, the U,Basquiau Indians are all Dead 
& ten tents of Pegogemy and Cowinetou Indians that was 
pitching towards this place all Died, as to all those that went 
up the Sturgeon River, I have neither seen nor heard from 
them since they had Debt last Autumn. My Trade near 
4000 made Beaver, but I do not know where there is any more 
to come from, as my Debtors are all Dead. I have about 1000 
Beaver out in Debts, which I believe will be all lost by Death. 
I am very sorry I should have such a Discount to make to their 
Honors but as misfortunes are unforeseen I hope their Honors 
will not think me Culpable, for so doing as in all probability 
had the natives lived their would have been no such losses. 
You will Endeavour to ascertain what number of Indians may 
be alive in the barren Ground, also from what tribe this Cruel 
Disorder first Sprung, as to Myself am of Opinion! that it has 
come from the snake Indians & has been conveyed to them by 
those that trade in the Mississipi. Indeed I always was of 


1 See Appendix, p. 297, and Tyrrell, David Thompson’s Narrative..., pp: 
336-8. ‘The Cree Indian, Saukamappee, who spent most of his life with the 
Piegan Indians, told Thompson that the Piegans caught smallpox from the 
Snakes with whom they were always at war. When advancing “ through the 
fine plains to the Stag [Red Deer] River ” the Piegans attacked a Snake camp. 
Saukemappee related: “...at the dawn of day, we attacked the Tents, and 
with our sharp flat daggers and knives, cut through the tents and entered for 
the fight; but our war whoop instantly stopt, our eyes were appalled with 
terror ; there was no one to fight with but the dead and the dying, each a mass 
of corruption ... The second day after this dreadful disease broke out in our 
camp, and spread from one tent to another as if the Bad Spirit carried it. We 
had no belief that one Man could give it to another, any more than a wounded 
Man could give his wound to another. We did not suffer so much as those 
that were near the river, into which they rushed and died. We had only a little 
brook, and about one third of us died, but in some of the other camps there were 
tents in which every one died ...”’. 
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Opinion that the free Trade from Canada would be the ruin of 
this Country, by reason of so many people coming in to the 
Interior parts to Trade that was but ill Qualified for that 
Purpose. You will get what provisions possible you can as | 
shall not have a mouthful by the time you arrive here, without 
there comes something more than I Expect. You will also 
get what Canoes you can as I shall not be able to get any here, 
for those that Used to build are all Dead. I Conclude 
Wishing better Success to the Company’s Affairs Health and 
Happiness to You & all Under Your Command. Iam 
Sir 
Your most Obedient & Humble Servant 
Witiiam TomIson 


P.S. Sir The Goods sent by Mr. Longmoore I recd. all safe 


20th Wednesday. ‘Wind Westerly a smart Gale Weather 
clear & very sharp, one man repairing a net and the other two 
cutting Firewood, sent Magnus Twatt & James tate away to 
the Indians to Bury those that are Dead & to bring the Coats 
home, I have sent Cloth & Duffle to Cover them. 

21st Thursday. Wind and Weather, as Yesterday but much 
sharper, the Men Employed as Yesterday. 

22nd Friday. WNind as before with a Continuance of severe 
sharp weather, sent George Hudson with the two men Up the 
Lake to Overhaul the Nets. 

23rd Saturday. Wind N.W. a stiff Gale Weather as 
Yesterday, in the Evening the men returned from the Nets, 
brought 4 Sturgeon 2 pike and 1 trout a very poor haul out of 
10 Nets, each 25 fathom long, and not been looked at for these 
five Days past God knows what will come on us for want of food. 

24th Sunday. Wind S.W.a fresh Gale weather clear but not 
so cold as yesterday. Inthe Evening Magnus Twatt & James 
Tate returned from the Indians bringing with them 15 Beaver 
in Coats & 3 in Cats, they Inform me they have buried five 
since they went & one was buried before they came to them, 
the man that was Untaken ill before I came away, died in three 
days after, and those that are still alive are Starving for want of 


food. 
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25th Monday. Wind Westerly, a stiff Gale with clear sharp 
weather, the people cutting Firewood towards Evening James 
Banks and James Saunderson returned without finding those 
they went in search off, they Inform me that they had found 
where four Indians had died, but nothing remain’d of three 
except the Hair of their Heads & a few scraps of their Coats, 
all which had been eat up by the wild Annimals, also the fourth 
one so much disfigured that they could not tell who it was. 

26th Tuesday. Wind S.E. a small Breeze with clear mild 
Weather, sent the men to Overhaul the Nets, brought 5 
Sturgeon & 1 Pike. 

27th Wednesday. Wind Variable from South to N.W. a 
small Breeze weather cloudy with a little snow, one man 
repairing a Net that was brought home Yesterday, the rest 
cutting Firewood. 

28th Thursday. Wind N.W.a fresh Breeze with clear sharp 
weather, one man Repairing a Net sent the Rest Up the Lake 
to Overhaul the Nets and to bring home the Tent late in the 
Evening they returned brought 2 Sturgeon & 1 pike. 

Ist Friday. Wind N.N.W. a stiff Gale with a low Drift, 
sent James Tate & Magnus Twatt in search of those that 
Banks and Saunderson could not Find, the rest cut firewood. 
In the Evening five Men and three Women arrived from the 
northward with Furs and provisions to Trade, these Inform 
me that they have heard Nothing of the Disorder that is rageing 
in this Quarter for which Reason I had a tent pitched in the 
Yard to keep them from six invalids Women and Children that 
has got over the small pox now laying on the plantation 
Starving, there being no friends or relations alive to take care 
of them. 

2nd Saturday. Little Wind Variable, between West & 
north with clear fine Weather, sent George Hudson and 
William Grey to look after the Indians that Magnus Twatt 
left on 23d last month the other three cut Firewood. Traded 
with the Indians and made them presents as usual they have 
brought 100 made Beaver in Furs & 300 lbs. of Provisions, 
for which I have given them great Encouragement for bringing 
as it is at this time as Valuable as Furs. 
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3rd Sunday. Wind Variable with clear serene Weather, 
Early this Morning the Indians went away. 

4th Monday. Wind N.E. a small Breeze, weather part 
Cloudy, part clear, sent the men to the Nets, set one and 
brought another home to be repaired, also three Sturgeon, at 
noon Wm. Flatt and John Driver returned from the Indians 
for want of food, one of them has been taken ill with the 
small pox about a week agoe, and a Young lad on Thursday 
last. 

sth Tuesday. Wind E.S.E. a fresh Breeze, first part clear 
latter part Cloudy mild weather, one man Unlining the Net 
that was brought home Yesterday, it being worn out the rest 
cut Firewood. 

6th Wednesday. Wind N.W. a stiff Gale with snow & 
Drift, one man working a small marsh Net, the rest Employed 
about Various Jobbs. 

7th Thursday. \‘Nind as Yesterday, but blowed harder with 
severe cold Drifting Weather, one man working a Net, the 
rest cut Firewood. 

8th Friday. ind Variable from W.S.W. to N.W. a strong 
Gale with severe cold Drifting Weather, sent the Men to the 
Nets, brought 4 Sturgeon & 2 pike. 

gth Saturday. Wind N.W. Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, one man net making, the rest cutting Firewood. 

10th Sunday. WNind northerly, a small Breeze with clear 
sharp weather. 

11th Monday. Wind N.W. a stiff Breeze with snow and 
Drift, most part of the Day, one man Net making, the rest 
cut Firewood, in the Evening George Hudson & William 
Grey returned without being able to find the Indians 
by reason of their pitching across large lakes, without 
putting Up any marks, they have brought 8 Beaver in Coat 
which they found on a Young Indian that was laying at one 
of their tent places, which they wrapped up in Duffle and 
buried. 

12th Tuesday. Wind Northerly a small Breeze with clear 
Weather till noon afterwards a drizsling snow. William Fatt 
ailing with a breaking out which he had on him before he left 
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the Ship but did not acquaint the Surgeon! of York Fort, 
neither did I hear of it till Yesterday, two men net making, 
sent the rest Up the Lake to Overhaul the nets brought 3 
Sturgeon & 1 Pike. 

13th Wednesday. WNind Variable, first part clear latter part 
Cloudy mild Weather, three men cut Firewood. My-self 
with the rest at the Nets, brought home one that is worn out, 
also 6 Sturgeon, towards noon two Indian Women, one Young 
lad & a small Girl arrived from the Southward, with a few furs 
to Trade, these have come from three tents four Days Journey 
from here, they Inform me that they have not had the smail 
pox, but have been greatly afflicted with the Bloody flux, ever 
since the Fall, which has prevented them from either killing 
furs or provisions, and some of them has not yet got over 
it. 

14th Thursday. Wind between N.W. & North, a small 
Breeze with thick snowy Weather, two Men repairing a Net, 
John Driver laying by with a swelled knee, the rest cut 
Firewood, late in the Evening Magnus Twatt and James Tate 
came home brot. 40 made Beaver in Coats, which they found 
Upon Indian Debtors, all Dead, they also found 19 made 
Beaver in Cats, which had been thrown away to the good 
Spirrit, that they might live, for their diligence and care in 
searching for those they went after, I have given them 3 Yards 
of Cloth as Encouragement for the fatigues they have had they 
Inform me they found 13 men Women & Children Dead all 
laying along the pitching track, Except one they had put Upon 
a Stage also found two Men, one old Woman, a Girl and three 
boys alive six Days Journey from here. 

15th Friday. Wind N.W. a fresh Gale, with clear sharp 

weather, two men net working & lining a Sturgeon Net. 
John Driver still lame, sent the rest Up the Lake to Overhaul 
the Nets, brought 1 Sturgeon. 


This could refer to William Stephenson who returned to England in the 
Prince Rupert (Captain Jonathan Fowler) in 1781, or to his successor, Alfred 
Robinson. For a short biography of William Flatt (or Flett), who arrived in 
the Prince Rupert in 1781 for apparently a second term of service, see Tyrrell, 
Fournals of Hearne and Turnor, p. 112. 
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16th Saturday. ‘WNind S.E. a fresh Gale with clear cold raw 
weather, sent five men to set a Sturgeon Net and to Overhaul 
the others, brought three Sturgeon & 1 Pike, two men 
Employed about necessary Jobbs, John Driver as before. 

17th Sunday. Little Wind Variable, weather clear and 
thawed a little towards noon. 

18th Monday. ind Variable from north to E.S.E. first 
part clear, latter part cloudy, blowed a middling Breeze, two 
men repairing a net John Driver still lame, the rest cutting 
Firewood. 

19th Tuesday. Wind S.E. with snow till ro OClock 
afterwards Variable & clear fine weather, the men Employed 
about various Duty within Doors. 

20th Wednesday. Wind as Yesterday, a small breeze with 
clear fine weather, one man working a small marsh Net, sent 
the rest to Overhaul the Nets, also to bring home those from 
up the Lake, 7 Sturgeon to Day, John Driver still ailing, the 
Disorder has now got into both his limbs, Neck & Arms 
which has rendered him quite helpless. 

21st Thursday. Wind Variable in the West Quarter 
Weather as Yesterday, two Men net making Magnus Twatt 
repairing a Gun, the Rest cut firewood, John Driver confined 
to his bed, not able to move hand or foot without help. 

22nd Friday. Calm clear fine Weather, two Men Repairing 
a Sturgeon Net, the rest employed about Various Duty. John 
Driver still continues very bad his Hands and Arms swelled 
with great pain. 

23rd Saturday. Wind S.W. a fresh Breeze, with clear 
warm weather, one man cleaning the snow of the Canoes, two 
Men repairing Nets, sent the rest to Overhaul the Nets brought 
1 Sturgeon and 1 Pike. John Driver much the same as before, 
at noon one Indian Woman a Boy & Girl arrived from the 
Swampy River, having left one man behind, these 1s all that is 
alive out 10 tents and only one buried out of the whole in the 
beginning of thier Disorder the Canadians came amongst 
them with four Kegs of Rum, which added more and more to 
their Destruction. 


24th Sunday. Wind N.W.a strong Gale with cold Drifting 
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Weather, performed Divine Service proper for the Day John 
Driver much the same as before. 

25th Monday. Wind Variable from West to North a fresh 
Breeze. Weather Cloudy with a drizsling snow sent three 
Men away to Gather pitch the Rest Employed about Necessary 
Jobbs within Doors, gave those that arrived on Saturday a 
Supply of Ammunition and Tobacco and they went away. 
John Driver something Better the Swelling has gone off but he 
Complains of flying pains through his Body. 

26th Tuesday. Wind N.W. a stiff Breeze with clear sharp 
Weather, one man making Wedges for the press, the Rest cut 
Firewood, in the forenoon a Young Indian lad & two Women 
arrived from below, with a few furs & a little provisions to 
Trade, one of them went away from here with the Sandfly & 
left him some time after the two Englishmen came away, they 
being all taken ill with the small pox, the other two are part of 
those that George Hudson was in search of the first of this 
Month. 

27th Wednesday. \Nind N.W. clear sharp Weather with a 
fresh Gale. Early this Morning the Indians that arrived 
Yesterday went away. Also Mr. William Tomison! & Magnus 
Twatt accompanied them to go in search of the Sandfly to see 
whether he & his Family be dead or alive if Dead to take their 
Coats away they being all Debtors, the other three at the Nets, 
3 Sturgeon & 3 pike from them. 

28th Thursday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday till Evening the Wind then Varied to the 
Southward, with a fine pleasant Night, the Men cutting 
firewood, John Driver rather worse. 

29th Friday. Wind Variable from South to S.E. fine 
pleasant warm Day, two Men making a small marsh Net, the 
other cutting a little Firewood John Driver in the Old Way. 
An Eagle seen to Day. 

30th Saturday. Wind in the Morning S.E. but towards 
Noon Varied to the Southward, part clear part Cloudy, thawed 
much in the forenoon at Noon the Men returned from 
gathering pitch they have brought four 8 Gall. Kegs full, the 


? Presumably George Hudson continued the journal until Tomison’s return. 
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others went to the Nets, Returned with 4 Sturgeon, 2 pike & 
1 Tickameg. John Driver still Continues Very bad. 

315¢ Sunday. WNind Variable from S.W. to W.N.W. Cloudy 
Weather with Rain & Snow at times performed Divine 
Service Suitable to the Day John Driver much the same, a 
smart Shower of Rain last Night. 

1st Monday. Wind Variable from S.W. to South clear 
pleasant Weather, thawed much all Day. One Man Working 
a small marsh Net, the rest carrying the snow out of the Yard 
that has falling During the Winter. 

and Tuesday. Nind Variable from S.W. to West a fresh 
Gale, Weather part Cloudy part Clear, and thaw’d very much, 
sent three men away to gather pitch, also three to Overhaul 
the Nets, brought 5 Sturgeon & 2 pike from them. at seven 
this morning [| arrived without being able to perform the 
Journey by reason of the Great Distance & thawey weather 
which caused me to return not thinking it prudent to proceed 
as In all probability, I should not have got back in proper 
time. 

3rd Wednesday. ‘Nind S.W. with a fresh Gale till noon 
afterwards Variable & almost Calm four Men with Myself 
bringing stuff for paddles. John Driver as before. 

4th Thursday. Wind E.S.E. a strong Gale, weather Cloudy 
with a Continual thaw, much water on the Lake, the Little 
River that goes out of here into Saskachewan broke Up, the 
Men Employed about Various Duty. 

sth Friday. Wind N.W. a strong Gale with snow and 
Drift, rained pretty Much in the Night, the Men Employed 
about trifling Jobbs within Doors John Driver Rather worse 
than before. 

6th Saturday. WNind Northerly first part blowing Weather, 
afterwards a fine Evening, sent three Men to Overhaul the 
Nets, brought 13 Sturgeon & 2 pike from them. Magnus 
Twatt Repairing the press, in the afternoon the pitch Hunters 
returned brought 3 Kegs full. 

7th Sunday. Wind Variable from North to S.E. a small 
Breeze with clear fine Weather, performed Divine Service 


proper for the Day, late in the Evening two Men, an Elderly 
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1782 Woman, three Boys and a Girl arrived from above with a 
April little provisions & a trifle of Furs to Trade, these are what 

Magnus Twatt came from the roth March one of the Boys 
about 14 Years of Age, has got all his toes on one foot very 
much froze sometime agoe Indeed it is so bad, I do not think 
we can make a Cure of it, as we have no Instrument to cut 
away the proud flesh. 

8th Monday. Wind Southerly a fresh Breeze, weather Clear 
& thawed much all Day, the men Employed about Various 
Jobbs, at Noon one Woman and a Girl came with a little Green 
flesh from below. 

gth Tuesday. Wind as Yesterday till the Evening afterwards 
Varied to the Northward, first part clear latter part Cloudy, 
with a Continual thaw, sent three Men to Overhaul the Nets, 
brought ro Sturgeon & 2 pike from them, also brought home 
one Net which is worn out, Gave the two Indians that arrived 
Yesterday a supply & they went away I also sent four Men 
along with them to bring some meat. 

10th Wednesday. Wind Variable with Cloudy warm 
Weather, two Men working a small marsh net Magnus Twatt 
making mallets for the press In the afternoon those I sent for 
Meat Yesterday returned brought 220 Ibs. Green flesh. 

11th Thursday. Wind Variable from North to East with 
clear fine Weather, two Men Net Making the rest Employed 
at the press, packed 30 Bundles of Furs, in the forenoon the 
Indians arrived that the Men brought the Meat from fourteen 
in Number, all Women & Children except two & one of them 
is only a lad. 

12th Friday. Wind N.W. with moderate Weather ’till 
Noon, afterwards blowed a strong Gale, with snow towards 
Evening, three Men Employed about necessary Duty within 
Doors sent the Rest to Overhaul the Nets, brought 20 
Sturgeon from them John Driver has been up part of the Day 
for these two Days past, he has been blooded by an Indian 
Doctor & I put a Blistering plaister on him last Evening, 
which has had tolerable good effect. Geese, swans & Ducks 
seen to Day. 

13th Saturday. Wind W.N.W. a strong Gale with cold 
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Drifting Weather, the people Employed about trifling Duty 
within Doors. 

14th Sunday. Wind Westerly a fresh Breeze with clear 
Weather, gave the Indians Ammunition & sent them away 
Hunting across the Lake, performed Divine Service as Usual. 

15th Monday. Wind Variable with clear fine weather, sent 
three Men to Overhaul the Nets, brought 38 Sturgeon from 
_ them, the Rest employed at the press packed 24 Bundles of 
Furs, a strong frost last night. 

16th Tuesday. ‘Nind Southererly a fresh Breeze with clear 
Weather till the Evening, afterwards Calm one Man getting 
stuff for paddles, the Rest Employed at the press, several 
Swans & Ducks seen to Day. Gave the Indians some 
Sturgeon as they have Nothing to Eat. 

17th Wednesday. \Nind & Weather as Yesterday with a 
great thaw, sent four Men to Overhaul the Nets brought 24 
Sturgeon from them, the Rest doing odd Jobbs within Doors, 
the Indian Women Employed making pitch for Canoes one 
Swan & five Ducks to Day. 

18th Thursday. Wind Variable with Clear pleasant Warm 
Weather, two Men Net making sent the Rest to take Up the 
Nets, as there is several holes open near to where they are 
Standing brought home ro Sturgeon, also all the Nets, most 
_ part of which is worn out. John Driver continues much in the 
Old Way, 6 Ducks to Day from an Indian lad, gave the 
Women & Children some Sturgeon. 

19th Friday. Wind as Yesterday light Breezes with very 
hot Weather, two Men making a small marsh Net, the Rest 
Employed at the press one Swan & two Ducks to Day. 

20th Saturday. Wind N.E. a small Breeze, Weather part 
Cloudy, part clear, rained a little in the Morning, two Men 
net making one making paddles, one clearing away the Rubbish 
& sent the Rest a Hunting but returned without success, the 
best places being Overflowed by the breaking up of 
Saskachewan River at Noon the Hunters returned that went 
away the 14th Instant, received from them 10 Swans & § 
Geese. 

21st Sunday. Wind W.N.W. a stiff Gale with cold freezing 
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Weather, rained a little last Night, with much Thunder & 
Lightning from the S.E. performed Divine Service as 
Usual. 

22nd Monday. Wind Northerly a fresh Gale Weather part 
Cloudy, part Clear, froze very hard last Night, two men Net 
making, the rest Employed about Various Duty. John Driver 
has not been out of Bed since this Day week, all his Complaint 
now is in his bones. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind N.E. a stiff Breeze, weather Cloudy 
with a Drizsling snow in the Morning, a great rise of Water in 
the Lake. 

24th Wednesday. Wind Variable between North & West, 
fresh Breezes, weather part Cloudy, part clear & thawed a 
little towards Noon, the Men Employed making paddles, 
Received 16 Ducks from Indian Hunters. 

25th Thursday. ‘Wind & Weather as Yesterday afterwards 
calm & Varied to the Eastward, two Men mending Nets, two 
Hunting but returned without success, the rest employed 
about trifling Duty. Driver still in bed. 

26th Friday. Wind S.E. a smart Breeze, weather Cloudy 
till noon, afterwards Varied to the N.W. a strong Gale with a 
heavy fall of Snow, two Men Repairing Nets, the Rest cutting 
Firewood. 

27th Saturday, Wind N.W. a stiff Gale with cold Drifting 
Weather, two Men Repairing a Net and Unlining those that 
are Useless, the Rest clearing the snow out of the Yard & cut 
a little Firewood. 

28th Sunday. Little Wind Variable with clear thawing 
Weather, performed Divine Service as Usual. In the Evening 
had John Driver out of bed to air himself, his Unwilliness to 
come out of bed make us all think his Disorder is not so bad 
as he accounts for, Especially as he has Never been sick at 
heart & eats tolerable well for a sick man. 

29th Monday. Wind E.S.E. weather for the most part 
Cloudy, two Men lineing Nets, the Rest falling firewood. 
Receiv’d a Beaver & a Swan from Hunters. 

30th Tuesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday till the 
Evening afterwards calm, the men Employed as Yesterday. 
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1st Wednesday. Nind Variable in the South quarter, fresh 
Breezes with clear warm Weather, five men falling Firewood, 
the Rest Employed about Various Jobbs. 

and Thursday. WNind Southerly, with clear fine weather, till 
the Evening afterwards blowed fresh from the N.W. two Men 
fell a little Firewood, the Rest fitted Up a Canoe and carried 
her to the River George Hudson & Magnus Twatt went a 
hunting late at Night Returned, brought one Goose & two 
Swans, they say the River is clear of Ice and the Water 1s fallen 
off Greatly. John Driver on Duty for the first time since the 
12th of March I believe him to be a Deceitful Villian. 

3rd Friday. Little wind Northerly, with clear fine Weather, 
sent George Hudson & Magnus Twatt a Hunting, the Rest 
fitted Up a Canoe for the above purpose, & in the Evening 
carried her to the River & James Banks & Saunderson, went 
away to Hunt Geese. 

4th Saturday. Wind Southerly light Breezes with clear 
pleasant Weather two Men clearing away the Rubbish from 
within the works, the other three Employed about Necessary 
Jobbs within Doors, late in the Evening George Hudson & 
the other three Men Returned from Hunting, brought 12 
Geese & 10 Swans. 

sth Sunday. Wind Variable from West to North weather 
as Yesterday, performed Divine Service as Usual, in the 
Evening George Hudson and three Men by their own Desire 
went away to be Ready for the Morning Hunt, it being most 
successful. 

6th Monday. Wind N.E. a small Breeze weather Cloudy 
with rain at Noon, one man digging in the Garden, the Rest 
Employed about Various Jobbs. 

“th Tuesday. Wind Northerly till Evening, afterwards 
Varied to the S.E. weather as Yesterday. John Driver 
returned to his old Way, the rest Employed setting Up 
firewood. 

8th Wednesday. Nind variable in the South Quarter, light 
Breezes with fine pleasant Weather, the people Employed in 
the Garden, at Noon James Saunderson & William Flatt 
returned from hunting brought 10 Geese & one Swan. 
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9th Thursday. Wind E.S.E. first part Cloudy, latter part 
clear & blowed fresh, sent James Saunderson & William Flatt 
away to Hunt Geese, the rest Employed digging and sewing 
the Garden, at Noon two Men three Women & three Children, 
arrived in Canoes from below, bearly paid their Debts, traded 
a little provisions & Got Drunk, these have been to the 
Southward all the Winter, but cannot give any Account of any 
other Indians as they have seen none since February, towards 
Evening also arrived those on the 23d of March Mention’d 
from the Swampy River, bearly able to pay their Debts Traded 
a few Geese for Liquor & Got Drunk. 

10th friday. Wind Easterly, a stiff Breeze with cold raw 
Cloudy Weather, till noon, afterwards Clear, the Men 
Employed about trifling Jobbs within Doors, at noon arrived 
an Indian & his Family from the Beaver River to the 
Northward, paid his Debt, Traded some Brandy & Got 
Drunk, these have conducted a Canadian from Mr. pond to 
this place who is to Embark in the first Canoe that goes out for 
the Great Carrying place, in Order to bring provisions to Help 
them out, George Hudson & Magnus Twatt also Returned 
from Hunting brought 28 Geese. 

11th Saturday. Wind Variable in the North Quarter a small 
Breeze with Cloudy Weather, sent George Hudson with a 
young Indian down to U,Basquiau in search of some Indians 
heard of their in the spring the Rest Employed Repairing a 
Canoe. John Driver on Duty, at Noon two Indian Boys that 
went a Hunting Yesterday, Return’d one of them having 
foolishly wounded the other Slightly in the breast. 

12th Sunday. ‘Wind Westerly, fresh Breezes, weather 
Cloudy with snow & Sleet at times, at Noon the Hunters 
returned, brought 13 Geese, also arrived Charles Isham, 
William Folster, William Lutit & Thomas tate from Hudsons 
House, with the agreeable News of all being well there, one 
man excepted which has been lost by Misconduct on both 
Sides,1 by the above I have Receiv’d 17 Bundles of Furs all safe, 
except a few skins that has got wet by the Canoes being old & 
Leaky in the afternoon George Hudson Returned having met 

* A reference to the supposed death of Magnus Sclator. See pe 27 0,0 
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part of those he went in search of on their Journey here, who 
also arrived with a few furs & a little provisions, Receiv’d 35 
Geese from Indian Hunters to Day. 


Copy of a Letter Received from Mr. William Walker! 


Hupsons House May 1782. 
Dear SIR 
I Received Your Disagreeable Letter Dated February 
19th & came safe to hand on the 3d of March, which gave me 
great pleasure to hear that You & all Under your Command 
was in good Health, which happiness thank God we all here 
Enjoy, but Greatly Distressed for want of provisions which 
Obliges me to send my Men far away in the barren Ground. 
I was Intended to have had a tent at the Upper french House,? 
but for want of provisions I was Obliged to Drop it, I have 
only been three Men with Myself the most part of the Year. 
By the Bearers Charles Isham, William Folster, William Lutit 
and Thomas Tate, two Canoes I have sent Down 17 Bundles 
of Furs, Excuse me, or I would sent a Canoe sooner but my 
Men falling in with a few Indians, & they Waiting for to Get 
them in is the reason I have Detained them so long. 

The Frenchmen, there has been about sixty Men at the 
Upper House ever since the Spring advanced. Iam Informed 
that the Frenchmen at the Upper House as killed two Indians 
on the 4th Instant, I am very sorry to hear of the Death of so 
many brave Indians belonging to Your part, I cannot say but 
what there is a few living here Yet, & a great many that has 
not had the small pox, the Old Sky & his Son has not had the 
Disorder, what few Indians is living is very hard to deal with. 
Mr. Tomison Sir, Excuse me If I have done amiss to Your 
Disapprovement in appointing a few of My Servants to stay 
Up the whole Summer, some of the Indians that is recovered 
of the small pox has got a great Many Skins laid Up, but they 
are far away, to be sure it will be very Expensive in Staying, 
but it will be a means of Drawing some of the Natives thats 

1 Walker’s copy of this letter dated May 6 is on p. 288. 


2 This may refer to the “ middle settlement” of 1778-79, fourteen miles 
above Hudson House, or to a new one built 1780-81 (see pp. 226, 270). 
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1782 living to Us, besides preserving a stock of provisions against 
May our Arrival here again, for Undoubtedly some of Us will be 
hear also they will be liable to preserve some Birch Rind in the 
Summer, I have nothing more to add till a further Opportunity, 
but wish a better prospect to the Company’s Affairs, & so 
Remain 
Sir 
Your most Obedient & Humble Servant 
WILL1AM WALKER 
P.S. My Trade at Present is 
only about 2500 made Beaver. 


13th Monday. Little Wind Variable with clear pleasant 
Weather, sent William Flatt & Charles Isham away to hunt 
Geese, four Men Doubling the tracking lines to line Nets, one 
Man lining Nets the Rest Repairing Canoes. I have also 
Employed four Indian Women to assist Us, Traded with the 
Indians that arrived Yesterday & they went away gave them 
small presents as Usual. 

14th Tuesday. \Wind and Weather as Yesterday sent James 
Banks & William Lutit to hunt Geese one Man casting leads 
for Nets, & lining Nets, one Drying wet Furs, the Rest 
Employed Repairing Canoes Received 6 Geese from an Indian 
Hunter to Day The Ice in the Lake a good deal broken & 
Drove a little way from the Shore. 

15th Wednesday. Nind S.E. a fresh Breeze with clear 
Warm Weather, one man lining a Net, two Men Watering 
the Garden, the Rest Employed Repairing Canoes, in the 
Evening two Canoes Returned from Hunting brought 37 
Geese, which they Traded for Brandy. 

16th Thursday. Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday the people Employed as before, at noon Charles 
Isham & William Flatt returned from Hunting brought 10 
Geese, also Received 27 Geese from Indian Hunters. 

17th friday. ‘Wind & Weather Variable, first part Clear 
latter part Cloudy, with Thunder Inclinable to rain, finished 
Repairing Canoes to the pitching Except those brought down 
the River, also pack’d 8 Bundles of Furs & at Noon 8 Men in 
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four Canoes arrived from Hudsons House, with 23 Bundles of 
Furs all in good Condition. 

18th Saturday. Nind Variable in the North Quarter fresh 
Breezes, weather for the most part clear and very warm, five 
Men at the press packing the furs Received from Hudsons 
House, two Men Repairing a Canoe from Do. the Rest 
Employed about various Jobbs within Doors, at Noon James 
Banks & William Lutit returned from Hunting brought 50 
Geese. 

20th [sic] Sunday. Wind Northerly, a moderate Breeze 
Weather, part Cloudy, part Clear, performed Divine Suitable 
for the Day, at two OClock in the afternoon Mr. Longmoore 
& four more arrived in two Canoes from Hudsons House, with 
fourteen Bundles of Furs all in good Condition, the Quantity 
of each sort of Furs receiv’d from Hudsons House are as 
follows, Vizt. Whole parchment Beaver 1515 Half 828, 
Wolves 137, Otters Old 14, Cub 10 Old Cased Cats 12, Cub 
5, Wolvereens 16, Foxes 21, Foxes Damaged & Stage 15 
Martins prime 6, Ordinary 69, Damaged & Stage 5, Weejacks 
4, Old Bears 4, Coat Beaver 211 lb. the Above Account does 
not agree with the Account recd. from Mr. Walker by Reason 
of his packing half Beavr. in the Room of Whole also some 
Damg. Foxes which I have pack’d two as One. 


Copy of a Letter Received from Mr. W illiam Walker! 


Hupsons House May 14th 1782 
SIR 
By the Embarking of 13 Englishmen for Cumberland 
House I take the Opportunity to Write, hoping these few lines 
will find You & all under your Command in good health as 
iwe-all are at Present. 

Sir, I hope you will not disapprove of my Conduct in 
detaining five Men with Myself up here all Summer, Vizt. 
Isaac Batt, Nicholas Wishart, Andrew Corrigal, Thomas 
Johnston and William Coupland, as certainly there will be 
Englishmen up here again, and it will be a means of drawing 
off part of the Indians that is alive from the Frenchmen, as 

1 Walker’s copy of this letter is on p. 289. 


L752 
May 


1782 
May 


254. SASKATCHEWAN JOURNALS 


well as securing provisions for the people against their Arrival, 
and likewise procuring some Birch Rind for building Canoes. 
Sir, I assure you if people was not to stay Up, they would 
not have an Indian to look at them when they came Up, for the 
Frenchmen would have all drawn off before our Arrival, there 
is a good few Indians alive Up here Yet, some not over the 
pox & a great many Young fellows gone to bring their own, 
& the Furs of their deceased relations, who had laid them up 
when they took the Distemper, a great way off, they have most 
of them promised to come here with the Furs so | thought 
that it would be of more Benefit to our Honble. Masters to 
stay Up here, without Orders than to carry the goods down to 
Cumberland House, where there is hardly an Indian Man alive 
I hope their Honors will forgive it, if I have acted imprudently, 
What Skins the Frenchmen has Got, most part of them has 
been taken by force out of the Indians Tents, And their men 
carried them into the House, where they Just paid them what 
they pleased. 
By the Bearers I have sent down 37 Bundles of Furs, which 
I hope you will receive safe, My Trade is 2598 made Beaver. 
Having nothing more to add, I Conclude, Wishing Better 
Success to the Company’s Affairs, Health & Happiness to 
You and all Under Your Command, I Remain 
Sir 
Your most Obedient & Humble Servant 
WILLIAM WALKER 


20th Monday. Wind N.W. a small Breeze with clear 
Weather, the people Employed packing Furs & repairing 
Canoes, sent James Tate, Wm. Folster and Thomas tate to 
look at a place where James Tate says he thought he saw the 
track of a Man gone Up the Bank, on the 13th March but was 
not certain as it snowed very thick, but what I can learn from 
Mr. Longmoore and the other Men it must have been Magnus 
Sclater.1 Mr. Walker is certainly Very Much to blame for 
sending him so great a Distance by himself as 300 Mile, it is 
the most foolish Action, I have known since I came into Your 
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Honors Service, the Lake Ice is drove greatly Upon this Shore 
which has prevented me from sending Men to Hunt Geese. 

21st Tuesday. Wind Variable between N.W. & Wt. light 
Breezes with clear warm Weather, the people Employed 
Repairing & Pitching Canoes also finished Packing furs, 
Charles Isham & William Flatt Returned from Hunting 
brought 30 Geese, also Received 38 Geese from Indians. 

22nd Wednesday. Wind N.W. till Noon afterwards Varied 
to the N.E. Weather for the Most part Cloudy & Inclinable 
to Rain, two Men went away to Hunt Geese, Malchom Ross 
making Cloathing for the Men, the rest Employed repairing 
Canoes and doing trifling Duty about the House, the three 
Men I sent away on Monday return’d without having seen any 
Mark Except an Indian tent place. 

23rd Thursday. Wind N.E.a fresh Breeze weather Cloudy, 
with sleet & rain, no Working without Doors, at Noon two 
Canoes return’d from Hunting brought 7 Beaver and 4 Geese, 
which they Traded for Liquor, the Lake Ice all gone Except 
what rests Upon the Shores. 

24th Friday. Wind between N.W. & West.Weather part 
Cloudy, part clear, and blowed fresh ’till towards Evening, then 
Varied to the Southward almost Calm 15 Men setting Up 
Firewood, the Rest Employed within Doors, in the Evening 
Charles Isham & James Banks return’d from Hunting brought 
8 Ducks and a Year old Moose, also received 31 Geese from 
Indians snow’d all last Night, which prevents Us from 
Repairing Canoes to Day, gave Ammunition to those that 
came from Hunting Yesterday & sent them off again. 

25th Saturday. Wind S.S.W. a fresh Breeze weather for 
the most part Cloudy, sent James Banks and Charles Isham a 
Hunting, two Men Repairing a Canoe, the rest Carrying in 
the Wood that was hewed in the Fall. 

26th Sunday. Wind S.W. astiff Breeze, Weather sometimes 
Clear, sometimes Cloudy, the Men pitching Canoes, received 
10 Geese from an Indian. 

27th Monday. Wind Northerly, a Stiff Gale with flying 
clouds & cold air, the Men Employed Watering the Canoes 


and getting ready for going down, received 10 Geese from an 
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Indian in the Evening Charles Isham & James Banks Return’d 
from Hunting, no luck, the Geese Mostly gone away. 

28th Tuesday. Wind E.S.E. a fresh Breeze, first part 
Cloudy, Latter part Clear, finished pitching & Watering the 
Canoes & Served the Men a little provisions for their Journey 
Down. 

29th Wednesday. Wind & Weather as Yesterday, took an 
Inspection of the Trading Goods Stores &ca. also Embarked 
87 Bundles of Furs! in Nine Canoes with 17 Englishmen & 
two Indian Women for York Fort, Myself and five men 
Getting ready to Embark to Morrow, please God Wind & 
Weather permits. Honorable Sirs please to Observe, Mr. 
Walker Staying Up at Hudsons House, without informing me 
thereof Untill the Arrival of Mr. Longmoore, has put me 
Under the Necessity of leaving George Hudson in Charge of 
Cumberland House I hope Your Honors will not think me 
Culpable for so doing, Altho’ his time his Expir’d I would 
have Stayed Myself, had there been Indians to Conducted the 
Men Down, out of all that was down last Year, there is only 
two Men a Young lad & two Women alive this great 
Misfortune Obliges me to go on the Head of the Journey 
Myself. 


WILLIAM TomIson2 


Received of Mr. William Tomison the Charge of 
Cumberland House with the Trading Goods Stores &ca. as 
Pr. Acct. Book 

Witness My Hand 
May 29th 1782. GrorcE Hupson 


+’ Tomison met William Holmes on the following day and was told that the 
Pedlars had “* made but 84 packs this year and last year had upwards of 330” 
(B.49/a/12, fo. 11). 

? Tomison’s journal of his voyage to York Fort, where he arrived on July 2, 
1782, is in B.49/a/12, fos. 11-20. He used the same route as for his inland 
journeys of 1779 and 1781 (pp. 59-66, 209). 
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A Journal of the most 
remarkable Transactions and 
Occurrences at Hudsons House from 
2and September 1781 to 12th March [sic] 
1702 
by 
Mr. William Walker Master 


B.87/a/4. This is a vellum-covered, foolscap book of sixty-four pages 
thirty-three of which are covered by the journal entries. The title on p. 25 
appears on the front cover. As will be seen, the journal ends on May 14, 1782 
and not on March 12, 1782, as stated in the title. 


Hudsons House 
in 

North America 

MDT 7 se) 2. 

A Journal of William Walkers, transactions 
Occurrences &c, from Septr. the 22d and ending 
May the 14th 1782 
For the Honourable 
Hudsons Bay Company. 


22nd Saturday. ‘Wind WBN, clear moderate weather. We 
embarked from Cumberland House on our Journey for Hudson 
House, went about 20 miles and then put up. 

23rd Sunday. Wind NWt. a moderate breeze, clear 
weather, We paddled about 24 miles and then put up. 

24th Monday. Wind NEt.a middling stiff breeze, sometimes 
clear other times Cloudy, In the evening put up, paddled and 
sailed about 26 miles, Traded some green moose flesh from 
Indians that we overtook on the Road. 

25th Tuesday. Nind variable, clear weather, proceeded on 
our Journey, sometimes paddled other times tracking, met 
with Six Canoes, traded about 3 days moose flesh, 27 miles to 
day. 

We Wednesday. ‘Wind NEt. a middling stiff breeze with 
thunder, Lightning and Rain the whole day. 

27th Thursday. \Nind much the same but weather clearer, 
proceeded on our Journey paddling and sailing. In the 
morning met with one Canoe, In the Evening put up about 
35 miles to day, received the most part of two moose from 
Indians to day, these Indians was afore hunting for us, and 1s 
to accompany us to our House, Paid them for their flesh in 
Liquor and they got drunk. 

28th Friday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff breeze cloudy 
weather Proceeded on our Journey, track’d about 25 miles and 
then put up. 
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29th Saturday. Wind and weather much the same, 
proceeded as before. In the Evening put up, about 25 miles 
to day, received 5 Beaver from Indians. 

30th Sunday. WNind and weather much the same, proceeded 
as before, about 25 miles to day and then put up. 

1st Monday. Wind variable sometimes cloudy other times 
clear, proceeded on our Journey about 24 miles and then put 
up, received 2 Beaver and one Moose from Indians Gave them 
some Liquor and they got drunk. 

2nd Tuesday. Wind variable, part clear and part Cloudy 
proceeded on our Journey, tracking about 24 miles and then 

ut up. 

ae Wednesday. Wind variable, clear Windy weather. 
Proceeded on our Journey tracking about 16 miles and then 
put up a little way in the Westernmost Branch, Received One 
Old and two young Beaver from Indians. 

4th Thursday. ‘Wind and weather much the same as before, 
but more boisterous, Proceeded on our Journey, tracking 
about 6 miles and then put up, the falls being very bad. 
Received one moose from Indians. 

5th Friday. Wind SWt. a moderate fine day, Proceeded on 
our Journey to the end of the tracking ground about 25 miles 
to day and then put up. 

6th Saturday. Wind variable, a middling stiff Breeze, 
proceeded on our Journey, paddling, passed by the French 
House from which we got the Information that our House was 
standing safe. Traded a few Skins of the Indians that was 
laying about their House and then set off again about 20 miles 
to day and then put up. . 

7th Sunday. Wind SWt. a middling stiff Breeze, clear 
weather, Proceeded on our Journey, paddling about 15 miles 
and then put up the Wind being very bad and right a head. 

8th Monday. Wind variable stiff Breeze clear weather, 
Proceeded on our Journey about 12 miles and then put up, the 
Wind being so Boisterous we could not paddle. 

gth Tuesday. Wind SWt. a moderate fine Breeze, clear 
weather Proceeded on our Journey paddling about Six miles, 
Where we all arrived safe at Hudsons House, found it in as 
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good Repair as we could have expected, 12 Tents waiting 
our arrival, traded some Skins and Provisions and they got all 
drunk. 

10th Wednesday. Wind variable, clear hot sultry weather 
traded with the Indians the whole night and all day and they all 
drunk as before. 

11th Thursday. WWind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze the fore 
part of the day cloudy, the latter clear, traded some furrs and 
Provisions from Indians and part of them pitched away. 

12th Friday. Wind Northerly a middling stiff Breeze Clear 
weather myself and one man trading with the Indians the men 
employed repairing the House, In the Evening 12 Tents of 
Pegogemy Indians arrived with Provisions and a few Skins 
trading Liquor with them the whole night. 

13th Saturday. Nind variable, clear moderate weather 
Trading with the Indians, and a great many of them pitching 
away, the men employed about Sundry duties. 

14th Sunday. Wind SWt. a moderate Breeze, clear weather. 
We heard of the frenchmens arrival, and the Indians they all 
pitched away some for the french House, others for their 
Winter’s quarters, An Invitation came by a Young fellow to 
inform the Indians that as many as would come to them, they 
should get a drink for nothing. 

15th Monday. Wind variable clear weather, the men 
employ’d repairing the mens Chimney, the rest felling Timber 
for a few Boards and building a little Outside House; Also 
fitted out five men for the Winter to supply themselves in the 
Barren Ground, Vizt. Isaac Batt. James Spence, William Omen, 
James Batt and Mitchell Omen, two Tents of Indians upon our 
Plantation. 

16th Tuesday. Wind SWt. a moderate fine Breeze, Clear 
hot sultry weather, the men employed as Yesterday, In the 
Evening arrived two Indians with a few Skins, traded ready 
for going away the next morning, also our men went away for 
the Barren Ground. 

17th Wednesday. ‘Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, the men employed as Yesterday, The Indians all 
pitched away, The Barren Ground is all burnt nigh hand so that 
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their is no Beasts resting nigh hand, Which I believe we shall 
be very hard put to it for Provisions. 

18th Thursday. Wind variable, clear weather, The men 
employed building a little Outside House and sprigging of 
firewood, In the Evening two Indian men and their women 
arrived, brought a little Red Deers flesh and a few Skins. 

19th Friday. Wind and weather much the same as before 
The men employed as Yesterday. 

20th Saturday. Wind Westerly, a middling stiff Breeze 
Cloudy weather, the men employed building a little temporary 
House and mudding the Old One. In the Evening arrived 
Seven Tents of Swampy Ground Stone Indians, part they 
traded here and got drunk and part of them went to the french 
House. 

21st Sunday. Windand weather much the sameas Yesterday 
but more moderate, trading with the Indians that would 
trade here, and part of them went to the french House. 

22nd Monday. Wind SWt. a middling stiff Breeze clear 
weather, the men employed carrying firewood and sawing a 
few Boards, In the Evening one Indian Man arrived for 
Tobacco from Seven Tents of Indians which used to trade here 
also informs me that one of their Tents they was oblidged to 
leave standing in the Barren Ground with Seven Indians laying 
dead in the Inside that died of the Small pox, and he him self 
is taken so bad that I believe he never will recover. This 
Disorder flying through the Country will be very detrimental 
to Your Honor’s Affairs, This plaguey disorder by what I can 
hear was brought from the Snake Indians last Summer, by the 
Different Tribes that trades about this River, I can remember 
the time altho’ it is but a few Years that they did not go to War 
above Once in three, but now they have got such great supplies 
of Ammunition &c.! that they dont know what to do with it, 

1 Saukamappee’s description of Indian methods of warfare before and after 
the introduction of firearms is related by David Thompson (Tyrrell, David 
Thompson’s Narrative ..., p. 328 et seq.). Saukamappee added: “ our wars 
have since been carried by ambuscade and surprize, of small camps, in which we 
have greatly the advantage, from the Guns, arrow shods of iron, long knives, flat 


bayonets and axes from the Traders. While we have these weapons, the Snake 
Indians have none, but what few they sometimes take from one of our small 
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they go every Year, if their had been None but Your Honors 
Settlements, as usual, I dont think any thing of this kind would 
have fell amongst them yet. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind and weather much the same as 
Yesterday The men employed mudding part of the House and 
cleaning the Yard, At noon arrived two Tents of those 
mention’d Yesterday with two or three Skins, and three of 
themselves very bad with the Small Pox and two they buried 
the night before they came here, The Natives they are of such 
a kind of people that if they should have the misfortune to lose 
one of their family, that they have not courage to hunt 
Provisions for themselves, let alone killing of furrs for that 
Season. 

24th Wednesday. ‘Nind variable, cloudy weather, the men 
employed Sawing and sprigging of firewood, Those mention’d 
Yesterday went away. 

25th Thursday. ‘Wind Northerly, Cloudy weather with a 
little Snow, the men employed as Yesterday. In the Evening 
two Indians arrived with a little provisions which I traded. 

26th Friday. Wind EBS a middling stiff Breeze, Cloudy 
weather with Snow, the men employed cutting a little firewood, 
At night arrived two Indians with a little dried flesh which I 
traded for Tobacco and about 12 oClock at night they went 
away, the Ice driving very much in the River to day. 

27th Saturday. Wind NEt. a moderate Breeze Cloudy 
weather, the men employed cleaning the Yard and their 
Cabbins, In the Evening arrived some Indians from the french 
House, they informed me that it was three nights ago since 
the French Canoes arrived. 

28th Sunday. Wind variable, Cloudy weather, those that 
arrived Yesterday went away. Read Divine Service for the 
Day. 

Baik Monday. Wind Northerly, clear fine weather, In the 
morning arrived an Indian Man, just could reach the House 
alive, and in the Afternoon he died of the Small Pox, all his 
camps which they have destroyed, and they have no Traders among them...” 


The “ Traders ” referred to would not only have been the Company’s men as 
suggested by Dr. Tyrrell (p. 344), but the Canadians also. 
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friends and Relations was left him when they was pitching 
away, and at this present time four more are laying here with 
the same disorder, and for the number of Tents, that this 
plaguey disorder has already destroyed, I cannot give any 
just Account, These Natives are such a Dastardly kind of 
people, that if any of their Relations should be bad with this 
disorder, they think they need not look for any Recovery, they 
just throw them away, and so the poor Soul perishes, they never 
seeing any thing of this kind before, The men employed 
Sprigeing firewood and digging a Grave for the Indian 

an. 

30th Tuesday. Wind SEt. Cloudy weather, The men 
employed as Yesterday, One female Indian died of the Small 
Pox, At noon arrived One Tent of Indians with a few furrs and 
a little Victuals part of which they traded and got drunk. 

31st Wednesday. ‘Wind Northerly, a moderate Breeze, 
clear weather, they that arrived Yesterday traded and went 
away the men employed Sprigging firewood and carrying it 
together. 

ist Thursday. Nind Southerly, a mild Calm Day, the men 
employed about Sundry Duties, Buried One Young Child in 
the forenoon, and afterwards one of the men looking for his 
Horse, found an Indian man a little distance from the House 
who died with the aforesaid Distemper, In the afternoon I sent 
the men in search of another that went from here sometime 
ago, thinking that he had shared the same fate, but they found 
him still living and likely to get the better of it. 

and Friday. Wind SEt. a middling stiff Breeze, clear 
weather, the men employed carrying a little firewood together. 

3rd Saturday. Wind Easterly a middling stiff Breeze 
Cloudy weather, the men employed burying a female Indian 
that died of the Small pox. 

4th Sunday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze cloudy 
warm weather, At noon arrived three Indian men and Women 
from the Beaver River, brought a few Skins, traded and got 
Drunk, Charles Isham taken very bad with the Small Pox. 

sth Monday. Wind and weather much the same as 
Yesterday but towards Noon it fell a little Snow, The Men 
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employed doing necessary Jobs about the House, Charles 
Isham and One female Indian very bad with the Small 
Pox. 

6th Tuesday. Wind SEt. a middling Stiff Breeze Cloudy 
weather with Snow. At Noon arrived four Beaver River 
Indians with a few Skins, those mention’d on Sunday went 
away, the men employ’d as before. 

oth Wednesday. ‘Nind and weather the same as Yesterday, 
the men employed cutting a little firewood, those mention’d 
Yesterday traded and went away, Charles Isham laying very ill 
with the Small Pox. 

8th Thursday. Wind Easterly a middling stiff Breeze 
Cloudy weather with a little Snow, the men employed cutting 
a little firewood. 

gth Friday. Wind Southerly a middling Stiff breeze Cloudy 
weather, The men employed covering the Canoes from the 
Weather and cutting a little firewood, Sent two men away to 
see if they can see any Buffallo nigh hand, and to try if they 
can kill, or any other Cattle which may happen in their way, 
Tomorrow I must put my people to short Allowance, which 
the Allowance Book will Specify, for | am not likely to get any 
provisions from Indians, or indeed very little of any thing else, 
the Small Pox is raging with such great Violence over this 
Country, not hardly sparing any that takes it, that in a short 
time I do not suppose they will hardly be a staid Indian Living, 
for where they die there they lay and the Wild beasts eats them 
up, for they are frightened of going nigh one to another as soon 
as they take bad, So the one half for want of indulgencies is 
starved before they can gather Strength to help themselves, 
They think when they are once taken bad they need not look 
for any recovery. So the person that’s bad turns feeble that he 
cannot walk, they leave them behind when they’re pitching 
away, and so the poor Soul perishes. 

1oth Saturday. Wind Southerly a middling stiff Breeze, 
Cloudy weather, the men employed doing Odd Jobs about the 
House. 

11th Sunday. Wind variable, Cloudy weather with a little 
Snow this morning the men employed burying a female 
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Indian that died of the Small Pox, Charles Isham seems to be 
upon Recovery. 

12th Monday. Wind variable Westerly, cloudy weather, the 
two men that went away on friday last, return’d, but not any 
success having seen no Buffallo nor any thing else, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood, In the morning One Indian 
man and his family arrived with a little Green flesh and a little 
dried and Beat Meat, He informs me the Indians he went in 
Company with are all bad and a great many dead, Charles 
Isham still bad with the Small Pox, but likely to recover, also 
five female Indians bad with the same Distemper. 

13th Tuesday. Wind and weather as Yesterday, the men 
employ’d as Yesterday, the Indians mention’d Yesterday 
traded and went away, One Male Indian Child died. 

14th Wednesday. Wind NWt. clear weather, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood and burying a female 
Indian that died this morning, Charles Isham still ailing as 
likewise four female Indians and one Male Indian Boy. 

15th Thursday. Wind variable, cloudy weather, the men 
employed as Yesterday and burying one female Indian, At 
noon arrived one Indian with some Red Deers flesh, traded and 
went away, Charles Isham still bad, In the Evening arrived 
One of the Master Traders and three men going in search of 
Buffallo and to see if they are any nigh Hand. 

16th Friday. Wind variable clear fine weather, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood, the Frenchmen that arrived 
last night proceeded on their Journey to the Barren Ground. 

17th Saturday. Wind NWt. a middling stiff Breeze, Clear 
sharp weather the men employed as Yesterday, Charles Isham 
and the rest still ailing, At noon arrived One Indian Man with 
some Green Red Deers flesh Traded and went away. 

18th Sunday. Wind Westerly, Cloudy weather. 

19th Monday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze cloudy 
weather, the men employed cutting a little firewood and doing 
other necessaries in doors, Charles Isham Better, this day the 
River froze over. 

20th Tuesday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze cloudy 
weather but very sharp, the men employed as Yesterday. 
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21st Wednesday. Wind Northerly a middling stiff Breeze, 
clear sharp weather, the men employed as before. 

22nd Thursday. Wind much the same, Cloudy weather, the 
men employed cutting firewood, Buried One Young Male 
Indian who died of the Small Pox, Charles Isham upon the 
mending Order. 

23rd Friday. Wind Variable cloudy weather, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood. 

24th Saturday. WNind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze, clear 
sharp weather, the men employed cutting a little firewood, At 
noon arrived a few Stone Indians with about a Weeks 
Provisions, for which I paid very Dear, being greatly in want 
for to give them encouragement that they might quickly come 
again, they inform me that the Small Pox has carried off two of 
our Leaders that always used to trade here, They traded what 
they had and went away seemingly satisfied. 

26th Sunday. Wind Easterly a middling stiff Breeze, 
clear sharp weather, In the morning buried one Young female 
Child, Read Divine Service for the day, In the Afternoon 
arrived a few Indians with a little meat and a few Skins Charles 
Isham upon Recovery of the Small Pox. 

26th Monday. Wind SEt. a moderate breeze, clear weather, 
the men employed cutting a little firewood. Those Indians 
arrived Yesterday went away. 

27th Tuesday. WNind variable, clear sharp weather, the men 
employed as Yesterday, At noon arrived one man and two 
women, they informed me that they had left two Tents about 
5 days Journey from here, The People belonging to them: 
laying dead in the Inside, which died of the Small Pox, and 
now two of themselves are taken bad with the same disorder, 
It is very shocking to see the poor creatures in such a deplorable 
condition, it does not lay in our Power to help them, and so We 
shall find to Your Honors great disadvantage. 

28th Wednesday. Wind Southerly, a middling Stiff Breeze, 
cloudy weather, the men employed cutting a little firewood. 

29th Thursday. Wind and weather much the same as 
Yesterday, the men employed about sundry duties At noon 
arrived one Old Man, two Young Boys, and one Young Girl 
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which informed me that they was all that was left alive out of 5 
Tents, These was all left standing with the Deceased Bodies in 
the Inside, all of them dying of the Small Pox Except four, 
those aforemention’d, Some of these Indians I had trusted a 
little Debt, being that they was those, who never failed coming 
to Us for their Supplies, besides helping Us up with Goods 
from York Fort &c, and now I am very sure there will be 
neither Indians nor Canoes to go down with Us next Spring 
from this place, It will be very detrimental to Our Affairs, But 
we are not One alone that will find the Smart, for I think this 
will give the Canadian Traders a trial and let us know whether 
they be Substantial Men or No, To be sure they are not 
beholden to Indians in bringing Goods backwards and forwards 
and that we are, But this Year I am sure that their Goods will 
not be half expended which will lay dead upon their Hands. 

30th friday. Wind Northerly cloudy weather, snowing 
most part of the day, The men employed in doors, In the 
Afternoon Seven Frenchmen passed by on their Journey to 
their Old House above us. 

1st Saturday. ‘Nind Northerly clear weather, the men 
employed cutting firewood. 

2nd Sunday. Wind and Weather as Yesterday, Read 
Divine Service for the Day, Buried one female Indian that died 
of the Small Pox, The men that went out to the Barren Ground 
October the 15th came home this day starving No Buffallo to 
be found, They inform me of the Indians all dying in the 
Barren Ground, and the Tents all standing, the Bodies inside © 
unburied, and hardly a live Indian to be seen. 


* Mitchell Omen after a lapse of several years, gave his account of meeting 
the smallpox victims to David Thompson : “... we proceeded about 150 miles 
up the River to the Eagle Hills, where we saw the first camp and some of the 
people sitting on the beach to cool themselves, when we came to them, to our 
surprise they had marks of the small pox, were weak and just recovering . . . 
none of us had the least idea of the desolation this dreadful disease had done, 
until we went up the bank to the camp and looked into the tents, in many of 
which they were all dead, and the stench was horrid; Those that remained 
had pitched their tents about 200 yards from them and were too weak to move 
away entirely, which they soon intended to do; they were in such a state of 
despair and despondence that they could hardly converse with us, a few of them 
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3rd Monday. Wind variable cloudy weather fitted out 
Eight Men to go to Cumberland House as there is very little 
provisions in the House and no likelihood of getting any more, 
the rest of the men burying one female Indian that came here on 
tuesday last. In the Evening One Indian Man and two 
Children arrived recover’d of the Small Pox but almost starved 
to Death, These People are the Remains of the five Tents, 
mentiond the 23rd of October last, which did not come in, 
They inform me that they was all taken bad the same day the 
Young fellow came to the House for Tobacco that they had a 
great number of Skins and plenty of provisions, But that the 
Wolves had destroyed it all, also pulled down the Tents and 
devoured the Bodies, Shocking news indeed and so well we shall 
know it this Winter. | 

4th Tuesday. Wind and weather much the same as 
Yesterday, Eight men getting ready to go to Cumberland 
House, the rest cutting a little firewood, Early in the morning 
before day, a great many Frenchmen went up the River with 
Goods, and in the Evening twelve of them passed by on their 
way back for the Lower House. 

sth Wednesday. Wind NEt. Cloudy weather with Snow 
Eight men sett off for Cumberland House, the rest cutting a 
little firewood. 


Copy of the General Letter! 


Hupsons House Decr. the 4th 1781 
SIR 
After a fine passage of 18 Days We arrived here, where 
we found the House &c all standing safe as when We left it, 
and wanting very little repair, Twelve Tents of Indians upon 
the Plantation. 
I am very Sorry that I should have such disagreeable News 
to send You, But the Small Pox is raging all round Us with 
great Violence, sparing very few that takes it, We have 


had gained strength to hunt which kept them alive. From what we could learn, 
three fifths had died under this disease...” (Tyrrell, David Thompson's 
Narrative ... pp. 321-2). 

1 Tomison’s copy of this letter is on p. 225. 
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received the News of above Nine Tents of Indians Within here 
all dead, the Tents left standing and the Bodies lying inside 
unburied, As for the Stone Indians they are very few, if any 
left alive, Which will make this One of the Worst Years that 
ever the Honble. Hudson’s Bay Company’s Servants has seen 
both for furrs and Provisions, My Trade at this time is not 
above 1200 made Beaver. 

Provisions we have not at this time above 35 days for 15 
men in the House at half Allowance, which makes me to send 
away the men with the Pacquet to vizt. Magnus Twatt, Robert 
Davey, Edward Wishart, William Grey, Magnus Annell, 
Thomas Tate, William Folster and George Ross, sooner that I 
would otherwise done, and there is not the least likelihood of 
any more Provisions coming in this Year, for indeed where is it 
to come from when the Indians is dying daily, and them that 
has not yet taken the Small Pox, is frighten’d to look after any 
thing for fear of falling in with Others that is Bad. 

I had sent out five men to the Barren Ground to maintain 
themselves, but on Sunday Decr. the 2nd they returned all 
starving, no Buffallo being to be found and the Indians all 
dying by this Distemper that there is no getting a Livelihood, 
the Indians lying dead about the Barren Ground like Rotten 
Sheep, their Tents left standing and the Wild Beasts devouring 
them. 

Friday November the 30th, Seven frenchmen passed by this 
House on their Journey up the River, somewheres to build a 
House, but where We cannot tell, All the men under my 
Command has behaved themselves very well and been very 
brisk in coming up the River this fall, for had the frenchmen 
been up the River with Liquor before us No Victuals had come 
to our Share. I Conclude Wishing Better Success to the 
Companys Affairs Health and Happiness to You and all under 
your Command 

Lain oir 
Your most Obedient 
and Humble Servant 
WILtiAM WALKER. 
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6th Thursday. Wind variable Cloudy weather with Snow, 
the men employed cutting a little firewood and Hunting, In 
the Evening returned without any success. 

“th Friday. ‘Nind Northerly, cloudy weather with a little 
Snow the men employed as Yesterday, Charles Isham walking 
about, almost recover’d to his former strength, And buried one 
female Indian. 

8th Saturday. Wind SWt. a fine clear sharp day, The men 
employed cutting a little firewood, Charles Isham a hunting, 
in the Evening returned without any success. 

gth Sunday. Wind SWt. a middling stiff Breeze, Clear 
sharp weather, Read Divine Service for the Day. 

10th Monday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff Breeze 
Clear weather, the men employed cutting firewood, and snaring 
of Rabbets brought a few Home, At noon arrived a Woman 
which informed me that she had left 20 Tents a little a this 
side of the Touchwood Hill, the most of them dead with the 
Small Pox, only 5 men and a few Women and Children who 
had got over them. 

11th Tuesday. Wind Westerly a moderate fine day, Clear 
weather, the men employed as Yesterday, kill’d a few Rabbets. 

12th Wednesday. ‘Wind and weather the same as Yesterday, 
the men employed cutting firewood and snareing Rabbets, In 
the Evening a few Indians arrived, brought a little dried Meat. 

13th Thursday. Wind Northerly, Cloudy Weather, with a 
thick Rime, The Men employed as before, Those Indians 
mention’d Yesterday traded and went away, fitted out five 
Englishmen to go and see if they can find any Buffallo. 

14th Friday. Wind variable clear weather, the five English 
men fitted out Yesterday went away, the rest of the men 
employed as before. 

15th Saturday, ‘Nind NEt. Cloudy weather, the men 
employ’d cutting a little firewood. 

16th Sunday. ind variable, in the Evening thick Snow, 
Read Divine Service for the day. 

17th Monday. Wind in the NWt. quarter, blowing hard, 
Cloudy weather, The men employed cutting a little firewood, 
and looking after their Rabbet Snares, brought a few home. 
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18th Tuesday. Wind variable, in the morning clear weather 
and very Cold, afternoon more moderate with some Snow, 
Charles Isham a hunting kill’d a Red Deer, the rest of the men 
employed as Yesterday. 

19th Wednesday. Wind NEt. Cloudy weather, two men 
away fetching home flesh, the rest cutting a little firewood, and 
looking after their Rabbet Snares. 

20th Thursday. “Wind and weather much the same as 
Yesterday, the people cutting a little firewood. 

21st Friday. Wind about ENEt. blowing fresh and Cloudy 
the men employed as Yesterday. In the Evening arrived Mr. 
Robert Longmoor and Magnus Sclater, they inform me that on 
Thursday the 13th instant having met the Pacquet men, and 
being informed by them of the Death of the Indians and 
scarcity of provisions had sent back the Homeguard Indian 
and one Englishman with the Goods that was under their Care, 
having heard by the men that the Goods that was at the House 
was not likely to be expended. 


Copy of the General Letter? 


CuMBERLAND Housz, Decr. 8th 1781 
SIR 

By the arrival of Mr. Longmoor with four more 
Englishmen accompanied by three Canoes of Indians on the 
22d October, I received the agreeable news of the safe arrival 
of their Honors Ships, and sailing again for England in due 
time, Sir you will receive from the Bearers the following 
Articles of trading Goods, Vizt. Cloth blue Corded Yards 234 
Red Corded 224, Hatchets Small No. 23, Knives Jack 24 and 
small Roach 24 as also Letters for You and the men, which 
I hope will come safe to hand, Mr. Longmoor has received his 
Orders from Me how He is to employ himself while with You 
so that you will have nothing to do with him further, than to 
give him what assistance he may want in procuring Birch 
Rhind and Wood Work for Canoes, Should the Buffallo be 
plenty, Mr. Longmoor is to go into the Plains where he is to 
pass the time untill the warm season returns as also those sent 

1 'Tomison’s copy of this letter is on p. 222. 
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with him as I have given them a supply for that purpose, I 
conclude wishing Success to the Company’s Affairs, Health and 
Happiness to You and all under your Command, and remain 
Sir 
Your most Obedient 
and Humble Servant 
WiLL1AM ToMIson 


22nd Saturday. Nind variable, Cloudy weather with a 
little Snow, The men employed cutting a little firewood 
Charles Isham a hunting, kill’d One Red Deer. 

23rd Sunday. Wind SWt. a middling stiff Breeze, clear 
weather, Read Divine Service, and three went for the flesh that 
was kill’d Yesterday. 

24th Monday. Wind SBWt. a middling stiff Breeze, clear 
weather, the men employed cutting a little firewood, At noon 
arrived our men from Buffallo hunting, having had no success 
only killed one Old Bull, Also in the Evening one Indian Man 
and his Wife brought me a few Skins and a little provisions, 
traded and went away. 

25th Tuesday. Wind Southerly a middling stiff Breeze 
Clear weather, Read the Lessons and Prayers appointed for the 
day. 

wee Wednesday. ‘Wind and weather much the same as 
Yesterday, the men employed cutting a little firewood. 

27th Thursday. ‘Wind SWt. a moderate fine day, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood and one man a hunting in 
the Evening returned without any success. 

28th Friday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze, Cloudy 
weather with a little Snow, the men employed as Yesterday 
Mr. Robert Longmoor accompanied with Seven Men getting 
themselves in readiness for to go off to morrow in search of 
Buffallo, also to see if they can happen of any Indians on their 
travels, for to persuade them in if possible. 

29th Saturday. Wind NEt. a middling Stiff Breeze, 
sometimes Cloudy, othertimes clear, Mr. Robert Longmoor 
and Seven Men went away, At Noon arrived two Indian Men 
with a few Skins, these inform me they were all starving but I 
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judge they have been in at the French House, These have not 
had the Small Pox yet the men employed about sundry duties. 
30th Sunday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze, Cloudy 
weather the two Indians mention’d Yesterday went away Read 
Divine Service for the Day. 
31st Monday. Wind variable Cloudy weather, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood. 


1st Tuesday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze, Snow 
most part of the day. 

and Wednesday, Wind NEt. a middling fine day, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood, myself and Charles Isham a 
hunting kill’d 3 Red Deer. 

3rd Thursday. Wind variable, the forenoon clear, the 
afternoon Cloudy weather with some Snow, the men employed 
fetching home flesh, In the Evening arrived two small Indian 
Boys, The whole family being dead, only themselves recover’d 
but not having necessaries to rig themselves, One of them is 
very much froze. 

4th Friday. Wind NWt. a sharp clear day, The men 
employed cutting a little firewood. 

sth Saturday, Wind and weather as before, the men 
employed as Yesterday. 

6th Sunday. Nind variable cloudy with Snow, at noon 
clear, Read Divine Service. 

7th Monday. Wind NWt. a middling stiff Breeze, clear 
weather, the men employed cutting firewood, and two men a 
hunting, returned without any success. 

8th Tuesday. Wind SEt. a middling stiff Breeze, clear 
sharp weather and Cold, the men employed as before. 

oth Wednesday. Wind variable, clear sharp weather, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood. 

10th Thursday. Wind NWt. a moderate Breeze, clear 
sharp weather, the men employed as before, In the Evening 
one family of Indians arrived but did not bring any thing 
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with them, all starving, Self Nature oblidges me to give them 
some little supply, hoping that they will be able and willing 
to help me by and by, They say there is no Beasts about, but 
that is false, for I know when Us Englishmen can murder a 
Chance One, If they was to hunt with dexterity, they might keep 
themselves and Us too, they fancy themselves ailing and so 
have no Heart to hunt any thing. 

11th Friday. Wind SEt. a middling Stiff Breeze, cloudy 
weather, the men employed cutting firewood, and one man a 
hunting. 

12th Saturday. Nind the same, Weather Clear, The men 
employed as Yesterday, Those Indians mention’d the roth 
Pitched away a hunting, also the Englishman that went a 
hunting yesterday, returned without any success. 

13th Sunday. Wind NEt. a middling sharp day, clear 
weather, Read Divine Service, At Noon arrived three Indian 
Men, but did not bring any thing with them, these are all 
starving, they have not had the Small Pox yet. 

14th Monday. Wind variable clear sharp weather, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood, the three men went back 
to their Own Tents. 

15th Tuesday. Wind Westerly, a middling Stiff Breeze 
Sometimes clear, othertimes Cloudy, the men employed as 
Yesterday, At Noon arrived Malcolm Ross and two men with 
him brought a few Skins and 350 lbs. Provisions, The Weather 
has been so Sharp that the men was hardly able to keep 
themselves from freezing, if it had not been for one Indian that 
was in their Company that supplied them with Victuals they 
would have been starved, for which I have sent him a little 
Present in return to give him encouragement to stay by them 
and to come in with them in the Spring, The Canadian 
Traders have sent this man many a present to get him from Us 
because he is a good Hunter, they dont mind sending an Fight 
Gallon Keg of Rum to two or three, So in a short time they 
will ruin what is living. 

16th Wednesday. WNind variable clear fine weather, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood. 

17th Thursday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze, Cloudy 
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weather with Snow, four more men getting themselves in 
readiness to accompany Malcolm Ross, and the others that 
came with him, in all Seven to go away with him tomorrow if 
Weather permits, I have sent a little trifle of trading Goods in 
the Care of Malchom Ross, in case he may meet with a 
stragling Indian on their travels. 

18th Friday. Wind and weather much the same, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood, those fitted out Yesterday, 
the Weather would not permit them to go away. 

19th Saturday. Wind Southerly, Cloudy weather with 
Snow, the men that was fitted out on thursday last, went away, 
the rest cutting firewood. 

20th Sunday. Wind variable, Cloudy weather. 

21st Monday. Wind variable, cloudy snowing weather the 
men employed getting Snow Shoe frames. 

22nd Tuesday. ‘Wind Westerly a middling stiff Breeze 
Cloudy weather, the men employed felling a little firewood. 

23rd Wednesday. Wind NWt. a middling stiff Breeze 
Cloudy weather the men employed as Yesterday. 

24th Thursday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze Cloudy 
weather, the men employed cutting firewood. 

25th Friday. Nind variable a very sharp day, the men 
employed shoveling the Snow out of the Yard, In the Evening 
saw one Buffallo walking on the other side of the River. 

26th Saturday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze, 
drifting very hard, the men employed falling a little firewood. 

27th Sunday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff Breeze clear 
weather, Read Divine Service for the day. 

28th Monday. Wind NWt. a middling stiff Breeze, fine 
weather not so sharp as before, three men employed getting 
firewood, and one man a hunting, returned in the Evening 
without any success. 

29th Tuesday. Wind variable, fine weather the men 
employed cutting a little firewood. 

30th Wednesday. ‘Nind and weather the same as Yesterday 
the men employed repairing their fireplace. 

31st Thursday. ‘Wind Westerly a sharp clear day the men 
employed cutting a little firewood. 


PEDKUARY t=15,/ 1782 beg is) 


1st friday. Wind variable, a sharp clear day, the men 
employed felling a little firewood, At noon arrived One Indian 
man very bad with the Small Pox, he informs me that he left 
one man, two Women and four small Children bad with the 
same disorder, he says they will reach here to morrow. 

and Saturday. ‘Nind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze Cloudy 
weather, the men employed cutting a little firewood. 

3rd Sunday. Nind Northerly a middling Breeze, Cloudy 
with Snow, Those mention’d on friday arrived starving Some 
of them in a fair way to recover, only are in want of nourishment 
for to keep them alive. 

4th Monday. Wind variable, clear mild weather, two men 
employed cutting a little firewood, and myself and one man a 
hunting, In the Evening returned without any success. 

sth Tuesday. Wind SWt. a middling Breeze, clear mild 
weather, The men employed as before, myself a Hunting, 
kildcone Red Deer: 

6th Wednesday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze Cloudy 
weather with Snow, the men employed fetching flesh. 

7th Thursday. \Nind SWt. a middling Breeze, part Cloudy, 
and part Clear, the men employed carrying a little firewood 
together. 

8th Friday. Wind SEt. moderate weather but Cloudy, the 
men employed cutting firewood, myself a hunting kill’d one 
Red Deer. 

gth Saturday. Wind Westerly a very warm day, the men 
employed fetching Red Deers flesh myself a hunting. 

10th Sunday. Wind and weather as Yesterday. 

11th Monday. Wind SWt. a middling breeze, clear warm 
thawing weather, the men employed cutting a little firewood. 

12th Tuesday. Wind variable sometimes Cloudy, othertimes 
Clear, the men employed as before. 

13th Wednesday. Wind NWt. a middling stiff Breeze, 
clear warm weather, the men employed falling a little firewood. 

14th Thursday. Wind NEt. weather part Cloudy, and part 
Clear, the men employed carrying a little firewood in. 

1 $th Friday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff Breeze with a 


little Snow, the men employed as before. 
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16th Saturday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze with a 
little Snow, the men employed as before. 

17th Sunday. Wind variable, Read Divine Service. 

18th Monday. Wind NWt. moderate weather, Clear, The 
men employed carrying a little firewood, At noon arrived One 
Englishman with a little Buffallo flesh, came away from his 
Tent in the morning, they are pitching to the Westward for 
about two days Journey, and to hunt there which will be 
nigher hand, than where they was before. 

19th Tuesday. Wind variable, Cloudy weather, the men 
employed cutting firewood, the Man that arrived Yesterday 
went away, with whom I sent another Man to be maintain’d. 

20th Wednesday. Wind NWt. a moderate fine Breeze clear 
weather, the men employed as Yesterday. 

21st Thursday. Wind and weather as Yesterday The men 
employed as before. 

22nd Friday. Wind Variable, clear sharp weather, the men 
employed about Sundry duties. 

23rd Saturday. ‘Nind Northerly, a clear day, three of our 
men arrived from the Barren Ground, no Buffallo being nigh 
hand them, The Indian Man that they have for a Hunter some 
of his family is taken Bad, so that they cannot Pitch after the 
Buffallo. 

24th Sunday. Wind NEt. a moderate Breeze, Cloudy 
weather Read Divine Service. 

25th Monday. Wind variable, clear weather, the men 
employ’d cutting a little firewood, fitted out Magnus Sclater to 
sett of for Cumberland House, and the other two that came 
with him on the 23d to return back to their own Tents. 

26th Tuesday. WNind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze, Cloudy 
weather with Snow, Magnus Sclater! sett off for Cumberland 

1 Magnus Sclator did not reach Cumberland House until September 4, 1782, 
when the Cumberland House journal (B.49/a/13) records: “ At Noon Magnus 
Sclater, and an Indian arrived in one Canoe, the Indian he engaged, to bring 
Him from the fishing place below to the House, he being dubious of finding his 
way Up. He set off, from your Honors upper Settlement, called Hudsons 
House February 26th. with the pacquet for Cumberland House and came on 


very well, till within three Days Journey of this place, he then turned snow- 
blind proceeding down, not knowing where; sometimes wand’ring thro’ the 
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House, also the other two men back to their own tents, the 
men employed falling a little firewood, At noon arrived one 
Young Indian Lad which came for Tobacco, and informed me 
that his Tentmates would be here to morrow, These People 
has not been Ailing yet. 


Copy of the General Letter 


Hupsons House February the 25th 1782 

SIR 

By the Bearer Magnus Sclater, affords me a second 
opportunity of writing to You, hoping these few Lines, will 
find you and all under your Command well, as we are at present. 

My men is all out in the Barren Ground except three besides 
Myself, but we that are at home we still keep at half allowance, 
I am very much afraid we shall be put very hard to our shifts in 
the Spring. Indians I neither see nor hear of any being alive, 
The most part of them that has recover’d is Women and 
Children, I have not traded above 20 made Beaver since my 
last Packet. 

This Year has been dreadfull both for Us and will be 
likewise for our Honourable Masters for it never will be to 
such a flourishing state again for these many Years. 

I have nothing more to add but Wish better Success to the 
Company’s affairs and so remain 

Your most Obedient and Humble Servant 
Wiiiam WALKER 


27th Wednesday. Wind variable, partly cloudy and part 
Clear, the men employed cutting a little firewood, and Myself 
a hunting, killed One Red Deer, Those mention’d Yesterday 


woods, and sometimes on the River, living upon wild hips, scrapings of sticks of 
the Pine, and Willow, ’till such time, as the River broke up, he was then drove 
to the Necessity, to Eat his old shoes, roots of trees, and Willows, and even at 
times, to swallow Tobacco, by way of Nourishment the Dog that was with him 
died along side with Hunger, him he also eat. In this situation he continued 
for a long time . . . having been away six Months, and five Days, without seeing 
any living theing except wild Birds and Beasts, the above he relatede to me but 
says he cannot give a full Account, as he was many Days not able to rise from 
where he sat down without going on his knees and Elbows.” 
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arrived with a little provisions and furrs gave them some 
Liquor and they got drunk. 

28th Thursday. Wind NEt. a stiff Breeze, cloudy snowing 
weather, the men employed fetching home the flesh killed 
yesterday, and myself trading with the Natives. 

1st Friday. Wind variable, clear mild weather, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood. 

2nd Saturday. Wind Northerly a middling stiff Breeze 
clear weather, the men employed as Yesterday, and the 
Indians pitched away to hunt for us. 

3rd Sunday. Wind Easterly a moderate fine day, In the 
morning arrived Seven Men from Cumberland House all well. 


Copy of the General Letter? 


CuMBERLAND House Feby. 19th 1782 
SIR 

I received your disagreeable Letter dated Decr. 4th 
and came safe to hand on the 17th which gave me great pleasure 
to hear that You and all under your Command was in good 
health, which happiness thank God we all here Enjoy but 
greatly Distressed for want of Provisions, which oblidges me 
to return the following persons back to You in hopes of their 
making a better livelihood with You, Vizt. Robert Davey, 
William Folster, Magnus Annell, Thomas Tate, Andrew 
Corrigal, Edward Wishart, and George Ross, I have also sent 
two Men away with the Sandfly and Pussasquet-tumen to be 
supported as their is no likelihood of Provisions coming in and 
the fish falling off, Sir it gives me great pain to hear from your 
Quarter of the Death of so many brave Indians, but indeed it is 
not only with you alone for here we have been buried upwards of 
Thirty, for which number there is only two recover’d, and they 
are but Children. The U’Basqui’au Indians is all dead and 
ten Tents of Pegogemy and Cowinetow Indians that was 
pitching towards this place all died, as to all those that went up 
the Sturgeon River, I have neither seen nor heard from them 
since they had Debt last Autumn, My Trade at present near 
4000 made Beaver But I do not know where there is any more 

1'Tomison’s copy of this letter is on p. 237. 
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to come from, as my Debtors is all dead, I have about 1000 
Beaver out in Debts, which I believe will be all lost by Death, 
J am very sorry I should have such a Discount to make to their 
Honors, but as Misfortunes are unforeseen I hope their 
Honors will not think me Culpable for so doing as in all 
probability had the Natives lived, there would have been no 
such Losses, You will endeavour to ascertain what number of 
Indians may be alive in the Barren Ground, also from what 
tribe this Cruel Disorder first Sprung, as to myself am of 
Opinion that it came from the Snake Indians and have been 
conveyed to them by those, that trade in the Missisippe, Indeed 
I always was of Opinion, that the free trade from Canada 
would be the ruin of this Country, by reason of so many people 
coming into the Interior parts to trade, that was but ill 
qualified for that purpose, You will get what provisions you 
possibly can, As I shall not have a mouthfull by the time you 
arrive here, without there comes something more than I 
expect, You will also get what Canoes you can for I shall not 
be able to get any here, for them that used to Build are all 
Dead. I Conclude wishing Better Success to the Companys 
Affairs, Health and Happiness to You and all under your 
Command. 
arioir 
Your most Obedient and Humble Servant 
WiLL1aM ToMISON 

P.S. Sir the Goods sent by Mr. Longmoor I received all 

safe. 


4th Monday. Wind Westerly cloudy in the forenoon, 
afternoon clear, the men employed cutting a little firewood, 
and myself a hunting but did not light of any thing. 

sth Tuesday. Wind Westerly with a little Snow the men 
employed as Yesterday, At noon arrived two Stone Indians for 
Tobacco, which informed me they was Eight Tents of them, 
that they had got a great quantity of Provisions and a few Skins, 
and that they would come here for which reason I sent off 
Robert Davey and three men with them with Tobacco, and to 
see if they could bring them past the French House, I told the 
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man that if he came here, I would give him a Coat, I had a 
thought they had been at the French House, before they came 
here, for that is always their Custom. 

6th Wednesday. WWind NEt.a middling stiff Breeze blowing 
drifting weather, The Englishmen and two Indians went away, 
that was mention’d Yesterday, The Rest except One and 
Myself gone to fetch Moose flesh from them that went away 
the 2d March. 

7th Thursday. Wind much the same, Weather as Yesterday 
five men returned with four Sleds loaded with green moose 
flesh; Also two of the men that went with Robert Davey 
returned with a few Skins which they had met on the Road 
going in for the french House, and two frenchmen with them, 
they traded all they had for a little Tobacco and a Gun, and 
went back again, These was fourteen Black foot Indian Men, 
all recover’d of the Small Pox, Robert Davey and the other 
man proceeded with the two Indians they went away with. 

gth Saturday.  Nind Easterly a middling stiff Breeze, 
Cloudy weather the men employed about Sundry duties. 

10th Sunday. Wind and weather much the same as 
Yesterday. Read Divine Service for the day. Received a 
Letter this day from Wm. Holmes which is sent home for 
yours Honors Perusal.1 

11th Monday. Wind NEt. a middling Stiff Breeze, cloudy 
weather with Snow, Myself a Hunting but did not kill any 
thing, the rest cutting firewood. 

12th Tuesday. Wind and weather much the same as 
Yesterday, the men employed as before, Sent an answer to 
Wm. Holmes’s Letter, which is inserted at the latter End of this 
Book.? 

13th Wednesday. Wind variable with a little Snow, The 
men employed falling a little Green firewood, At noon arrived 
Robert Davey and the other man with him that went away on 
the 6th having not any success, The Indians they went away 
with had nothing, suppose they pretended they had a great 
deal, They only came here to see if they could cheat us out of 
any thing. 


1 This letter has not been traced. 2 See p. 290. 
Pp: 29 
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14th Thursday. Wind Northerly a middling stiff Breeze 
Cloudy weather, The men employed cutting a little firewood 
In the Evening arrived two Young Indian Lads for to tell Us 
to fetch moose flesh, These has not had the Small Pox till now 
and within this three days there is two of them dead and some 
of the rest taken bad, This Tent was my whole stand by for 
_ Provisions. 

15th Friday. ‘Wind much the same, weather clear, the men 
gone for moose flesh except two and myself. 

16th Saturday. Wind variable clear sharp weather The 
men returned with Six Sleds of Green Moose flesh and Beat 
Meat, and two men cutting a little firewood. 

17th Sunday. Wind NEt. a middling Stiff Breeze, Cloudy 
weather, read Divine Service. 

18th Monday. Wind NWt. a middling stiff Breeze, Cloudy 
weather The men employed falling of firewood, At noon 
arrived one Tent of Indians, from whom I received the moose 
flesh on the 16th, hauling a Woman here to be buried, and two 
more they have left behind, These intend not to pitch away so 
One of the men I intend to send a hunting to morrow; When 
these die, I have nobody to kill a Beast for Us, there is two 
more but one is Lame, and the other too Old. 

19th Tuesday. Wind Westerly a middling stiff Breeze, 
Cloudy weather, the men employed as Yesterday. 

20th Wednesday. Wind and weather much the same as 
Yesterday, the men employed about Sundry duties, and one 
Indian man a hunting but did not kill any thing. 

21st Thursday. Wind Westerly sometimes Clear othertimes 
Cloudy, the men employed cutting firewood, One Indian mana 
hunting but did not kill any thing. 

22nd Friday. Wind Westerly, a middling stiff Breeze 
Clear weather, the men employed about Sundry duties. 

23rd Saturday. Wind and weather much the same as 
Yesterday, the men employed cutting a little firewood. 

24th Sunday. Wind NWt. a strong Gale Read Divine 
Service. 

25th Monday. Wind Northerly, middling clear weather the 
men employed cutting a little firewood. 
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26th Tuesday. Wind NWt. a middling stiff Breeze, Clear 


March weather and sharp, the men employed as Yesterday. 


April 


27th Wednesday. Wind variable clear sharp weather The 
men employed about Sundry duties, In the Evening arrived 
Nine of my Men from the Barren Ground, all hearty and well, 
Mr. Longmoor and Malchom Ross informed me that the 
Canadians does not think any thing of sending an Eight Gallon 
Keg of Rum to a Couple of Men, only just for to get them to 
come in, suppose they have got no furrs, I am very sure in a 
short time they will ruin what Natives is living for want of 
Conduct and a standard for to trade by. 

28th Thursday. Wind Southerly a middling Stiff Breeze, 
Clear weather with a little Thaw, the men employed about 
sundry duties. 

29th Friday. ‘Wind and Weather much the same as 
Yesterday, the men employed as before. 

30th Saturday. Wind variable, Windy weather, The men 
employed cutting a little firewood, Buried One Male Indian. 

31st Sunday. Wind SWt. a middling stiff Breeze, part 
Cloudy and part Clear, Read Divine Service. 

1st Monday. Windand weather much the same as Yesterday, 
The men employed cutting a little firewood, fitted out 16 
Englishmen and one Indian for the Barren Ground to be 
maintained or to maintain themselves where Buffallo is. 

2nd Tuesday. Wind Westerly cloudy weather, the men 
employed doing necessary Jobs about the House, the men 
fitted out Yesterday went away. 

3rd Wednesday. WNind and weather the same as Yesterday, 
the men employed as Yesterday, Buried one female Indian and 
two Children. 

4th Thursday. ‘Nind variable, Cloudy weather, the men 
employed digging a Grave for an Indian Woman and cutting 
a little firewood. 

sth Friday. Wind NEt. a very strong Gale, weather Cloudy 
with a little Snow, The men employed burying two Young 
Indian men. 

6th Saturday. WWind Northerly a middling strong Gale with 
flying Clouds, the men employed burying one female Indian. 
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oth Sunday. Wind Westerly, clear fine weather. 

8th Monday. Wind variable, Cloudy weather, the men 
employed cutting a little firewood, and getting a few Paddles. 

oth Tuesday. Wind NWt.a moderate Breeze, Cold weather, 
The men employed as Yesterday, In the Evening arrived two 
Beaver River Indians for Tobacco, These have not had the 
Small Pox yet, they say will be here to morrow morning. 

10th Wednesday. ‘Wind NEt. Cloudy weather, the men 
employed about Sundry duties, Those mention’d Yesterday 
arrived soon this morning, traded and went away the same 
day, On their Coming here, they was oblidged to stage about 
20 Beaver, for which I sent two men away with them to bring 
the Skins they laid up. 

11th Thursday. Wind Northerly, Cloudy weather, One 
Man and myself at home keeping House. 

12th Friday. Wind much the same, Cloudy weather, My 
self and one Man buried two female Indians. 

13th Saturday. Wind Northerly a middling stiff Breeze 
part Cloudy and part Clear, the two men returned that went 
away for the Skins on the roth. 

14th Sunday. Wind variable clear fine weather, In the 
morning arrived an Indian Man and his family, with four 
Horse, loaded with Beat Meat, and Green Red Deers flesh, 
traded and went away well pleased. 

1 5th Monday. Wind EBS a moderate Breeze, clear weather, 
the men employed about Sundry duties Seed two Swans today 
and Buried one Male Indian. 

16th Tuesday. Wind Southerly a middling stiff Breeze Clear 
weather, the men employed getting Paddles &c. Saw Swans 
and Geese to day, and buried one Indian Man, the last of those 
mention’d on the 18th March, which they was at first 14 in 
number, and there has not one of them recover’d, and I am 
very sure that they did not want for any nourishing things as 
the House could afford. 

17th Wednesday. ‘Wind SWt. a middling stiff Breeze, 
Clear fine weather, the men employed cleaning the Yards. 

18th Thursday. Wind and weather much the same as 
Yesterday, At noon arriv’d Mr. Longmoor with a Horse a 
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purpose for a few Goods, seeing the Damn’d frenchmen in a 
manner forcing the Skins from the Indians, and stopping them 
to go where they pleased, for that Reason I let him what 
quantity he could get conveyance for, and sent one man away 
with him, He informs me there is no Buffallo nigh hand, or else 
I would have had a Tent of Englishmen above the French 
House, but for want of provisions, we cannot do as we would 
wish to do. 

19th Friday. Wind SWt. a moderate fine day, The 
men employed about Sundry duties a little Rain in the 
Evening. 

20th Saturday. Wind variable, Cloudy weather with 
thunder and Rain, the men employed as before, This Day the 
River broke up and went past the House. 

21st Sunday. Wind NWt. a middling stiff Breeze, cloudy 
weather, a great deal of Ice passing in the River. 

22nd Monday. Wind NEt. a middling stiff Breeze, Cloudy 
Cold weather, the men employed making Paddles. 

23rd Tuesday. Wind and weather much the same as 
Yesterday, the men employed as before, In the Evening arrived 
two men from two Tents, brought a few Skins. 

24th Wednesday. \Nind variable, Cloudy Cold weather, the 
men employed as before, the Indians of Yesterday traded and 
went away, At noon arrived James Elphingston and Mitchell 
Omen with a few Skins, also one Indian man and his Wife with 
a few Skins and a little Provisions. 

2 $th Thursday. Wind variable sometimes Cloudy othertimes 
clear, The men employed about sundry duties Mitchell Omen 
and the Indian man and his Wife went away. 

26th Triday. Wind variable, in the morning thick Snow 
afternoon Clear, the men employed about sundry duties, two 
Englishmen arrived from the Barren Ground with a little 
Dried Meat. 

27th Saturday. Nind Northerly, blowing hard and Clear 
the men employed as before, the two men that came Yesterday 
getting ready to go to their Tents to morrow. 

28th Sunday. Wind Wterly. fine clear day, the two men 
returned to their Tents. 
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29th Monday. Wind variable, Blowing hard, Cloudy 
weather, two Tents of Indians arrived from within, with a few 
furrs, Traded some Liquor and they got drunk. 

30th Tuesday. Wind Eterly. Clear weather the men 
employed about Sundry duties, the Indians trading what little 
they had got. 

1st Wednesday. Nind variable, Cloudy weather with a few 
Drops of Rain, the men employed as before. 

2nd Thursday. Wind Easterly, forenoon Cloudy at night 
heavy Rain, in the Evening four fall Indians came for Tobacco 
but did not bring any thing with them, the men employed 
doing neccessary duties about the House, the Indians of the 
29th Instant, I sent away for Birch Rhind. 

3rd Friday. Wind Easterly, clear weather, At noon arrived 
Malcolm Ross and five more Englishmen with a few Skins, 
also four Indian men with a few furrs, gave them some Liquor 
as encouragement and got drunk, the men employed as before, 
the fall Indians of Yesterday went away this morning. 

4th Saturday. Wind variable, clear weather, Six Englishmen 
arrived this day from the Barren Ground, the men employed 
packing of furrs, Three Tents of Indians arrived with a few 
Skins, traded some Liquor and got drunk. 

sth Sunday. ‘Nind Wterly. the Indians of Yesterday two 
tents went away, as likewise those that came on the 3d Instant 
very well satisfied. 

6th Monday. Wind variable, Cloudy weather with Rain 
four men getting their Canoes ready to go off for Cumberland 
House to morrow, the rest packing of furrs, five of my men 
came in this day from the Barren Ground, One Indian man a 
hunting. 

“th Tuesday. Wind Southerly, Clear weather, two Canoes 
sett off for Cumberland House, the rest employed repairing 
Canoes, Robt. Longmoor, William Coupland and an Indian 
man arrived this morning from the Woody Hill with Birch 
Rhind, in the Evening a few Indians arrived with some Green 
Red Deers flesh and a little Birch Rhind, the Indian Man that 
was a hunting returned, killed One Red Deer, traded some 
Liquor and got drunk. 
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Copy of the General Letter! 


Hupsons House, May the 6th 1782 

Dear Sir 

I received your disagreeable Letter dated February 
the 19th and came safe to hand on the 3d March, which gave 
me great pleasure to hear that You and all under Your 
Command, was in good Health, which happiness thank God 
we all here enjoy, but greatly distressed for want of provisions 
which oblidged Me to send my Men far away in the Barren 
Ground | was intended to have hada Tent at the Upper french 
House but for want of Provisions I was oblidged to drop it, I 
have only been 3 Men with Myself for the most part of the 
Year, By the Bearers Charles Isham, William Folster, William 
Lewtit, and Thomas Tate I have sent down 17 Bundles of 
furrs, Excuse me for I would have sent a Canoe sooner, but my 
Men falling in with a few Indians, and they waiting for to get 
them in, 1s the Reason I have detain’d them so long, the 
frenchmen there has been about 60 Men at the Upper House, 
ever since the Spring advanced, I am informed that the 
frenchmen at the Upper House has killed two Indians on the 
4th Instant. 

I am very sorry to hear of the death of so many brave Indians 
belonging to your part, I cannot say but what there is a few 
Living here Yet, and a great many that has not had the 
disorder, the Old Sky and his Son, has not had the Disorder, 
what Indians is Living is very hard to deal with, Mr. Tomison, 
Sir Excuse me if I have done amiss to your disapprovement, in 
appointing a few of my Servants to stay up here the whole 
Summer, Some of the Indians that is recover’d, has got a great 
many Skins laid up, but they are far away, To be sure it will be 
very expensive in staying but it will be a means of drawing a 
few of the Natives, thats Living to Us, and if we should not 
stay up, we shall not have a Native to look at us, besides 
preserving a stock of Provisions against our Arrival here again, 
for undoubtedly some of Us will be here, also they will be liable 
to preserve some Birch Rhind in the Summer, | have nothing 


1'Tomison’s copy of this letter is on p. 251. 
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more to add till a further Opportunity but Wish a better 
prospect to the Company’s Affairs & so Remain Sir 
Your most Obedient and Humble Servant 
WiiiraAm WALKER 


P.S. My Trade at present is only about 2 500 Made Beaver. 


8th Wednesday. Wind Westerly clear weather, Robt. 
Longmoor One Englishman and an Indian man getting 
wooden work for a Canoe, the rest employed repairing the Old 
Canoes. 

gth Thursday. Wind SWt. clear weather, the men employed 
as before. 

10th Friday. Wind Wterly. clear weather, the men 
employed as before. 

11th Saturday. Wind NEt. with some Rain, Cloudy weather, 
the men employed about Sundry duties. 

12th Sunday. Wind Westerly, a middling stiff Breeze 
Clear weather. 

13th Monday. Wind variable, cloudy weather, Eight men 
embarked for Cumberland House, the rest employed about 
Sundry duties. 

14th Tuesday. Wind variable, Sometimes Clear, othertimes 
Cloudy, Mr. Longmoor finish’d his Canoe ready for the next 
morning, the rest employed as before. 


Copy of the General Letter1 


Hupsons Houses May the 14th 1782 
SIR 

By the Embarking of 13 Englishmen for Cumberland 
House, I take the Opportunity to write hoping these few 
Lines will find You and all under your Command in good 
Health as we are all at present. 
Sir I hope You'll not disapprove of my Conduct, in detaining 
five Men with myself up here all Summer, Vizt. Isaac Batt, 
Nicholas Wishart, Andrew Corrigal, Thomas Johnston, and 
William Coupland, as certainly there will be Englishmen up 
here again, and it will be a Means of drawing off part of the 


1 Tomison’s copy of this letter is on p. 253. 


752 
May 


1782 
May 
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Indians, that is alive from the frenchmen, as well as securing 
Provisions for the People against their Arrival, and likewise 
procuring some Birch Rhind for building Canoes. 

Sir I assure you if people was not to stay up, they would not 
have an Indian to look at them when they came back, for the 
frenchmen would have them all drawn off before our Arrival, 
There is a good few Indians alive up here yet, Some not over 
the Pox, and a great many young fellows gone to bring their 
own and the furrs of their deceased relations, who had laid 
them up when they took the Distemper, a great way off, they 
have most of them promis’d to come here with their furrs, So 
I thought that it would be of more Benefit to our Honble. 
Masters to stay up here without Orders, than to Carry the 
Goods down to Cumberland House, where there is hardly an 
Indian man alive, I hope their Honors will forgive it If I have 
acted imprudently, What Skins the Frenchmen has got, most 
part of them has been taken by force out of the Indians Tents, 
and their men carried them into their House, where they just 
paid them what they pleased. 

By the Bearers I have sent down 37 bundles of furrs, which 
I hope you will receive safe, My Trade is 2598 made Beaver, 
Having nothing more to add, I Conclude Wishing better 
Success to the Company’s Affairs, Health and Happiness to 
You and all under your Command I Remain 

Sir 
Your most Obedient 
& Humble Servant 
WitiraM WALKER 


Copy of a Letter sent to William Holmes in answer to a 
Letter received from him on Sunday March the roth 


Hupsons House March the 12th 1782 
Mr. Homes 
SIR 
By the Bearer Champayne on the roth Instant, I 
received the disagreeable News of Charles Ishams Misconduct 
and behaviour, which should have been forwarded by Monsieur 
St. German to you, of his being guilty of employing the Proud 
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Blood to kill some of your Men, and again that He Charles +782 
Isham dont intend to leave the Country untill such times as he May 
kills Frenchmen, As for taking your Mens Women away, I 
think the Women must agree to it, before any such thing as 
that could be done. Mr. Holmes if in case I should find any 
thing to have been said in like manner to what you have reported 
to me, You may depend I shall do my utmost to put a stop to 
any such proceedings further, I have sent for him out of the 
Plains, and another man with him when time permits that it 
can be conveyed to him, As for punishing him I am not 
qualified for it, nor e’er a Man in this Country no further nor 
keeping him confined, untill such times as he can be conveyed 
to a proper place where Justice is to be had in a Christian 
Country, Sir you say in your Letter to Me, should we go to 
extremities, I do not know what you mean by extremities, The 
best of my Judgment, I think we are all under one Government 
and that we ought to agree as such, and stand by one another in 
such Cases, and again Jealousy, You never know’d two of one 
Business but what always is so 
I remain dear Sir 
Your friend and 
Humble Servant 
WiLiiaM WALKER. 
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From Mr. Wiuram Tomison Chief at Cumberland House 
to Mr. Humpurey Marren Chief at York Fort 1 
Dated Lake PErHE-PAW-WENEPEE August 15th; 1779 


Kinp SIR 
Being weather bound at this Lake three days oblidges 
me to trade some provisions from those people now coming to 
you, which I hope you will not impute it to my Ignorance for 
so doing as necessity requires it, our men not having any thing 
to eat but Oatmeal which I think is not a wholesome food alone 
for men on long Journeys: I have traded from these people 
60 lbs. dried Moose flesh 20 lbs. Fatt and 20 lbs. Pemicon, 
they also wanted to trade Furs which I denied, and you may 
believe me on the word of a Man I never will trade a skin that 
is likely to come to York Fort. Please to send up the Accompt 
Book in the fall also some Medicines, as the small stock I had 
from Mr. Stephenson is almost expended; our men have been 
greatly plagued with Cutts and Boils on their feet, and now it 
is come to my turn, my right foot has been bealing for this 
week past and God knows when it will be better. Six Canoes 
went up Steel River eight Canoes went up the middle track 
the rest are in company with us and have behaved tolerable 
well so far in every respect; but I assure you Sir I am oblidged 
to give them Liquor at times to keep them in a good humour. 
I conclude wishing you a happy arrival of their Honors 
Ship and health and happiness to yourself and all under your 

command ~ 

I remain Dear Sir 
your most Obedient 
Humble Servt. 
Witiiam Tomison. 


1 B.239/b/39, fo. 28-28d. Tomison would have included a copy of this letter 
in his Journal if he had been resident at a post, and it would then have appeared 
at p. 10. Since he was on his journey inland at the time of writing the only 
copy preserved is in the York Fort correspondence book. 
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P.S. I Desire to be remembred to the Gentlemen of your 


Mess. 
STuRGEON River Fort the 2nd Decm. 791 


Messrs. Tomason & LonGMoor 


GENT. 

We think it a Duty incumbent on all white People in 
this Remote Part of the World, to Give all the Information or 
Intelligence, that We Can Possibly Learn the Times at Present 
being Extremely Critical & Dangerous, This Goes to Inform 
you of Five Indians, that Arrived Here Last night Three 
Natives of the Land & Two Bungees or Sauteaus, Belonging 
to the Carriboes Head, whom we Imagine you already know, 
they Bring the Dissagreable News of Cumberland House, 
Being Cut off, in the fall, By a Band of yr. Half Home Guards, 
it was told us Very Privately, by the young Lad Begging at the 
same time not to Devulge the Secret, fearing the Natives of 
the Place might Bear him a Grudge, & Kill Him, He Being 
a Stranger & far from his Land, We Have Cross Questioned 
Him & do assure you He Varies Very Little from what he 
first Represented, we Likewise questioned, a Native of the 
Place, But Cant Learn any thing from Him. He seems Very 
Indifferent, & Gives Short Answers 

Gentlemen we should be very sorry any Missfortune should 
Happen you. Or to Propagate any Story or Falsities that 
might be of Prejudice to your Interest or Persons, God Knows 
How it is, you have the News as We Have, there is No Person 
About this Place, that, Knows Any thing of the Matter, 
Excepting the two Lads who delivers you this, whom we 
Confide in, & well Convinced will keep it a Profound 
Secret, Captain Jas. Tute Joins in Compliments to yr. 
House. 

We are Gentlemen yours 
Very Sincerly, 


Hoimses & Panocman, 
P.S. If any further Particulars Occurs depend on the 
1A.11/116, fos. 61-62d. 
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Earliest Information, Will Holmes Begs His Best Respects to 
Old Isaac. 
Nirswiece: 
Pore, Pe 


[Enclosure] 


Mr. Holmes Presents His Compliments to Missr: Tomason 
& Longmoore, Requests the favor of their Company on 
Christmas day, to dine and spend the day. 

STURGEON River the 2"d Decm. 79. 
if not Convenient for Both, Begs a Visit from One. 


[Addressed] 


To Messrs. Tomason & LoNGMOORE 
Hudsons House 


[Endorsed] 


YF 1779 Holmes & Pangmans Letter, 

dated StuRGEON Fort River 2d December 1779. 
to Tomason & Loncmoor of Hudson’s House. 
Relating Indians. 


York Forr August 17821 

Dear SIR 

I believe never Letter in Hudson’s Bay conveyed more 
doleful Tidings than this. Much the greatest part of the 
Indians whose Furrs have been formerly & hitherto brought to 
this Place are now no more, having been carried off by that 
cruel disorder the Small Pox. 

The Trade at this Place is 6761 3/10 Made Beaver, 
including 1544 After Package last year. This great fall is 
owing to our loss of Indians but what is worse, several of the 
Indians who brought the little we have got are since dead. 


1B.239/b/42, fos. 15d.-16d. 
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The Trade brought down from Cumberland & Hudson 
Houses is 6095 17/30 Made Beaver and 2824 41/60 more 
left which could not be got down for want of convenience of 
Carriage. 

On the 2d. July Mr. William Tomison with 22 English 
assisted only by 2 Indian Lads and a few Women, arrived. 
Mr. Tomison informed me that the Small Pox had destroyed 
most of the Indians Inland. The whole tribe of U’Basquiou 
Indians (their former assistants) are extinct except one Child, 
and that of the several Tribes of Assinnee Poet Pegogomew 
and others bordering on Saskachiwan River he realy believed 
not one in fifty have survived. He said that some of the 
Indians who went to war last year having met with a Tent of 
Snake Indians who were ill of the Small Pox, they killed & 
Skalped them, by this means they recieved the disorder 
themselves, and most of them died on their return, the few 
that reached their own Parts communicated the Disorder to 
their Countrymen and since then it has run with great rapidity 
through the whole Country above here and is now raging 
among our poor Pungee Deer Hunters of whom almost every 
one that has been seized with it have died. Of four Lake 
Indians who arrived the same day as Mr. Tomison did, ill of 
the Small Pox and who had the greatest attention paid them 
by our Surgeon, only one survived and his Complaint was past 
the height before he was brought. Thank God we have 
preserved our Home Indians as yet by keeping them at a 
distance. 

As this dreadful Disorder had not reached Severn when the 
Sloop came away from thence Mr. Falconer & Self have 
thought it proper to send Advice to the Person left in Charge 
to Use his endeavours to prevent its spreading among their 
Indians and to direct him to forward this Packet immediately 
to the Bay Settlements for the same purpose. 

Our People have been healthy slight Complaints excepted. 
We had middling Success of Geese as also of Fish & Rabbets 
in the Fall which was remarkably long & mild, The winter 
proved cold and Partridges Scarce, as also Geese in the Spring, 
We got part Venison first of the Summer, but now tho the 
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Deer are swarming up this River I dare not sendan Homeguard 
to kill any there. 

I received Your favour of last June by the Severn Sloop, 
which arrived here the 8th. 

Anxiously wishing all Indians Your way may escape the 
fate of Ours, And that You may have general Success and 
every other Felicity. 

Tremain Dear Sir 
Your most obedt. Servant— 
Matruew CockIne. 


The Gentlemen now here desire their Compliments may be 
acceptable to Yourself & Officers. Your Packet to be sent 
by our Ship shall be carefully forwarded. 


N.B. The above Letter was twice Copied, one of which was 
directed to Mr. Edward Jarvis Chief at Moose Fort, and the 
other To Mr. Thomas Hutchins Chief at Albany Fort. 


N.B. The aforegoing Letter was coppied nearly Simular and 
directed to Mr. Samuel Hearne Chief at Churchill. Dated 
16th August 1782. 
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INDEX 


ALBANY FORT, XxX, XXlim, XXiV, xxvii, 
XXX, XXXiV, xlli7, 299 

Albany River, 981 

Alison, Rev. James, ln 

Ammunition, presents of, 46, 54, 60, 74, 
121, 122, 134, 148, 155, 175 ; supplies, 
Wa, 202.5 traded, 70, 119; 143) 154 

Annel, Magnus, 118, 161, 1837, 225, 233, 
D227 Osa OO 

Apitsibi River, 597 

Assiniboine River, xliiz 

Athabaska, xxxviii, xli, xliii, lviil, 57, 527, 
105 

Athabaska River, 57 

Augers, 72 

Auld, William, xxxvii, xl 


BACON, xix 

Ball, 172, 174, 178, 182 

Banks, James, duties performed by, 37, 
AG AACA RAOUL SmI ZO.NUZ2 uI2a 51275 
ERO; USL, 1525 215, 216, 217, 220; 23%, 
237, 240, 249, 252, 253) 255, 256; 
goes to York Fort, 54; sick, 19, 221, 
222 

Barley, xlv, liv 

Barren Grounds, lvili, lx, 11, 112, 178, 
LOT 12025 20592205 2515 200s 202, 200, 
203, 270, 279, 281, 284, 287, 288 

Barry, Rev. G., xlvii 

Basquiau, lviii, 46, 65, 148, 150, 151, 218, 
250 

Batt, Isaac, at Cumberland House, 26, 87, 
153, 1573 at Hudson House, 87, 96, 
253, 289; death of, lii; duties per- 
formed by, 89, 209, 2103 goes to 
Cumberland House, 80; goes to 
Hudson House, 15, 29 3 goes to York 
Fort, 52 ; goods for, 28 ; hunting, 72, 
73, 74, 76, 803 instructions for, 36, 
93 3 message for, 297 ; sick, 3, 69, 70, 
713 tenting, 78, 261; threatened by 
Canadians, 35, 88, 92 


Batt, James, 261 

Bayonets, 78 

Beans, xxxiiin 

Bears, 6) 152, 76, 253 

Beaver, caught, 233; coat, 6, 146, 152, 
155, 239, 241, 2533 coats (to wear), 
AS, 465 485 49, 515 185, 2315 242, 244 ; 
half, 27.73, 75; 825.037, 15221555 199: 
200, 20%, 245) 236, 2435 holise, 169; 
in terms of trading goods, 15 ; meat, 
45, 145, 162, 179, 218 3 parchment, 6, 
73, 78, 81, 82, 84, 137, 152, 155, 199, 
200, 2015235, 2693 returns of, 527, 
Ssas scrap, 1525 togey,. xlixys 
traded, 39, 40, 47, 49, 61, 120,'122, 
123; 120, 131, 144, (40, 150, 172, 178; 
181, 182, 248, 255, 260, 285; whole, 
Boyfy Ofek ais, sits E35, evry eS ISP). 
ENSy E00. 200s Cony 2iene eke tb. 
253 

Beaver ake, 45, 17,112,129 

Beaver, Made, see Goods for trade ; 
Made Beaver 

Beaver River, 77, 181, 250, 264 

Beef, xix, xlviii 

Beer, xxviliz 

Betts Island, 1647 

Bigger, Walter, xxxiv 

Birch, White, xiv 

Birchrind, 35, 67, 91, 92) 94, 97, 98, 144, 
LAS EO OWLOy > LOS 22352 525m 22575 
288, 290 

Bird, James, lviiz 

Bloodletting, 246 

Bloody Walker (Indian), 149, 191 


Bottomless Lake, 61” 

Brandy, Ixii, 277, 35, 39, 40, 41, 46, 50, 
60, 61, 62, 77, 81, 85, 91, 92, 93, 95, 98, 
P11, 10s, Eye 119, 1345 130, 297, 15d, 
165, 169, 171-2, 174, 1755 1785 179; 
180, 284, 186, 215, 252 5 stock of, 27 

Broughton, Sergeant John, xix 
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Buffalo, hunting, 72, 83, 99, 188, 2733 
meat, 71, 73, 76, 84, 179, 278 3 men- 
tioned, 697, 7A, 223, 265, 271, 272, 
276, 284, 286 ; pounding of, 80, 84 ; 
scarcity of, Ixi, 134, 168, 175, 226, 266, 
203527051279 

Bungee (Pungee) Country, xxx, 217” 

Burney, Henry, 50, 51 

Bus’kes’cagan, 64 

Butler, Lieut. W. F., lix 


CABBAGE, XXxili7, xlvi, liv 

Canadians, abandon Hudson House area, 
gi; complaints against, xxxli, 46”, 
53%; 79, 89”, 975 243, 275 5 half-breed 
children of, xxxviz ; on Saskatchewan 
R., 119; H.B.C. refuse to trade with, 
106 ; H.B.C. seize goods of, 48, 51 ; 
H.B.C. tent beside, 37 ; H.B.C. under- 
sell, 62 ; pass Cumberland House, 16, 
DAM, 30, 34, Hf 213, 2143 precautions 
against, 35, 36, 45, 92, 93 3 provisions 
supplied to, 30; refuse to trade guns, 
96 ; settlements of, 68, 70, 73, 78, 83; 
see also French ; Pedlars 

Canoes, building of, xiii, xiv, xliiz, 35, 
39> 45) 47 52 92s 94s 95, 96; 97, 98, 99, 
144, 147, 149, 151, 155, 157, 185, 186, 
LO75 Loo, LOO) LOO; LOM lO2, 22 nue72. 
281, 289; Canadian, 98; for trade, 
45,47, 48, 53, 150) 152, 1543; North, 
xliiiv; protection for, 41, 44, 100, 105; 
repairs tO, 145.159 100y 106, 053, 155 
1 wale Ply yin) Pehyhy PEK) 9 ARS= 
quired, 2395. sizes: of).98, 1075 (140, 
190, 192 3 use of, xli-xliii, liii 

Carrots, xxxilin, liv 

Cats, 126, 144, 152, 239, 242, 253 

Cattabobbinwow (Indian), 151 

Cattle, xxxill, xlvi 

Cauliflowers, xxxiliz 

Cedar, xiv 

Cedar Lake, 52, 65 

Cha’ke’te’naw River (Chukitanaw), 13, 
59”, 60, 61 

Champayne, —, 290 

Charles, John, xxxvii 

Charlotte, xxii 

Cheese, xix 

Chisels, Ice, 77, 187 
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Christopher, William, xxxiiin, 2161 

Churchill, xv, xvin, xx, xxii, xxiii, xxiv, 
xliva, xlvin, lx, 116, 299; see also 
Prince of Wales’s Fort 

Churchill River, xliiz, xlix, 337 

Clarke, John, xliiz 

Cloth, 78, 85, 178, 184, 208, 200) 2IOs 22s 
2245 229, 2424 272 

Clothing, xlixn 

Clouston, J. Storer, xxxviin, xlva 

Clouston, Rev. William, xxxviin, Ix 

Clouston, William, lviz 

Coats Sra n2 

Cocking, Matthew, xvin, xxii, xxiv, xxv, 
XXVill, XXXIli7, xxxix, li, li, liv, lviiz, 
105, 212, 216-17, 299 

Cod, 235 

Cole, John, 182” 

Colen, Joseph, xvii, xix 

Copeland (Coupland), William, at Cum- 
berland House, 54, 148; at Hudson 
House, 253, 289 3 duties performed by, 
73, 86, 190, 2873 goes to Hudson 
House, 15, 118, 161 3 sick, 72, 185 

Coppermine River, xvin, 6” 

Corrigal, Andrew, 2157, 220, 221, 2223 
225, 238, 253, 280, 289 

Country Distemper, 168% 

Cranberry Carrying Place, 37, 151 

Cumberland House, complement at, 
54, 156-7 ; competition against, xxl, 
24n; garden at, liv; goods for, xxv, 
209, 215”; goods required from, 85, 
91, 179; G. Hudson in charge of, 
2563; journals, xii, lxiiz, 1-55, 14”, 
ESM 55>) O62, TO3—5 750 0 U5, munities 
195-256, 196, 278” 3 letters from, 28, 
50, 53, 87, 92, 135, 152) 154, 156, 157, 
T8O} 1837» 200512225237 22 OO mle 
Longmoor at, 101, 161, 193; men- 
tioned, xix, XXli, XXVil, xxvili, xlixm, 
lit, Ixti, 62, 57, 59, 64, 670, 69, 86, GG¢ 
99, 118%, 163, 162, 173; 174,/190, Loes 
253) 254, 259, 269, 287, 289, 2903 
outpost of, xill, xxx, 147 3 packet for, 
175; rumoured destruction of, 26, 
27, 79, 296; M. Sclator en route for, 
278; servants from, hii; small-pox 
at, lvill, 224; stockades of, 120; W. 
Tomison at, lxi, 35, 66 ; W. Tomison 


INDEX 


goes to, 87 ; W. Tomison in charge of, 
iin, 2953 trade returns of, axxil, 
ag%; 136, 2177; W. Walker in charge 
at, 54, 70, 105 


DAVEY, RoBERT, duties performed by, 
225) 230, 234, 235, 236, 270, 281, 282 5 
goes to Hudson House, 15, 161, 237, 
280; goes to York Fort, 52; letter 
from, 1837 

Day (Indian), 157 

Deer, hunting, 25 ; killed, 23, 29, 59, 63, 
168, 171, 177, 181, 184.5 meat, 41, 88, 
172s red, Si, 168, 1715 1725 177, 181, 
184, 262, 266, 272, 273, 274) 277, 279; 
285, 287 5 seen, 22, 42, 299 

Dogs, eaten, 129, 134, 172, 174, 175, 181, 
279n; killed by French, 170; lost, 
66 ; transport by, 78, 84, 86, 133, 1395 
TAO WLAN eLAD Anan 2 26 

Driver, John, accused of malingering, 
xliii, 248, 249; duties performed by, 
2503 goes to Cumberland House, 
21523 sick, 242, 243, 244, 245, 246, 
247, 2483; to live with Indians, 237, 
241 

Duck(s), hunting, 8, 11, 12, 16, 17, 18, 
42, 43, 44, 118, 119, 120, 122, 146, 150, 
216, 2553 seen, 42, 98, 146, 246; 
traded, 153, 211, 214, 247, 248 

Duffel, 28, 231, 239, 241 

Dundas, Sir David, xxxix 

Dundas, Henry, First Viscount Melville, 
XV1li72 

Dutchman, see Waden, Jean Etienne 

Dysentery, 1847 


EACH’E’WE’MA’MES RIVER, 63 

Eagle, 244 

Eagle Hills, 1827, 268” 

Eastmain, xxii, xxiv 

Elk River, 57 

English River, 57 

Echimamish River, 632 

Education, lv 

Elphinstone (Elphingstone), James, at 
Cumberland House, 157 ; at Hudson 
House, 286; duties performed by, 
XXXlli, 191, 192 5 engagement of, 1187; 
goes to Hudson House, 118, 161 ; 

u 
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journals by, 184” ; winters away from 
Hudson House, 172 

Escon or Escun (Indian), 53, 156 

Etowimami River, 637 


FALCONER, WILLIAM, 298 

Fat, 11, 63, 64, 149, 176, 179, 190, 192, 
206, 295 

Favell, J., xxiva 

Fettels, 18 

Fidler, Peter, xxxvii, xl, xlim, lviin 

Fielding, Henry, xix 

Firth, xxxvila 

Fish, liv—v, 32, 136, 180 

Five Fathom Hole, 216 

Flatt (Flett), William, xxxviliz, 215”, 
2.20) 231) 232) 234) 235» 237s 241, 242M, 
250,282,255 

Flesh (Indian), 50, 112, 155 

Flour, lxi, 13, 212 

Flux, 168%; bloody, 184, 185, 2423 
white, 168 

Folster, William, 118, 161, 1837, 225, 


22%, 23%, 250, 251, 254,270, 280, 
288 
Food, 5-6 


Fowler, Jonathan (junior), 337, 118”, 
242n 

Fox, Charles James, xviiiz 

Fox River, 132 

Foxes, traded, 27, 75, 77) 78, 80, 81, 82, 
84, 152, 155, 174, 178, 181, 183, 212, 
2533 traps for, 169 

Franklin, Captain John, xli, li 

French, criticism of, 284, 290; effects of 
small-pox epidemic on, 268; house, 
915 94, 95> 985 99, 149, 162, 164, 184, 
185, 189, 191, 192, 226, 251, 260, 261, 
2.625 263, 269, 270, 281, 282, 286, 288 ; 
pass Cumberland House, 16-17 3 pass 
Hudson House, 67, 89, 90, 266, 268, 
269; prevent Indians from trading at 
Hudson House, 170-13; starving, 6, 
32; threats by, 97, 99; trade returns 
of, 6, 254 ; see also Canadians ; Pedlars 

Frobisher, Mr., liv, 57 

Frostbite, 230, 246, 274 

Fur, prospects of, 94 

Fur Press, 45, 46, 47, 48, 525 146, 147, 
148, 151, 152, 155, 244, 246, 247, 253 
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GARDEN(ING), xxxiliz, liv, 8, 43, 44, 
69”, 106, 107, 149, 150, 198, 199, 202, 
203, 204, 208, 214, 249, 250, 252 

Garrett, Andrew, xliii 

Gasket, 17 

Geese, gone, 218, 256; hunting of, 12, 
13, 14, 15, 16, 17, 18, 29, 43, 44, 45, 
LEO sLZOssL 205) 1225 123A eels 
ino, PAN, Pyle CUO, Bie, i 8 Gebincle, 
AOS Gest AM Of, TM, ey, 2710 6 
traded, 475 119, 148, 1¥0, 151, 183, 
210, 211, 213, 214, 218, 247, 250, 251, 

p 7529255 

Gloucester House, xxx, xliiz 

Gold Eye’d Fish, 108, 109, 110, 111, 197, 
198, 199, 200 

Goods for Trade (in terms of Made 
Beaver); 19, 35, 86, 92, 116%, 138, 
209”, 211, 2233; shortage of, 187 

Goose Lake, 24, 121 

Goose Stone (Indian), 157 

Gordon House, xliiz 

Gout, xx, XX1 

Graham, Andrew, 
1687 

Grand Portage (Great Carrying Place), 
XXXVIN, 52, 112, 199, 250 

Grand Rapids, 647 

Grass River, 297 

Gratuities, xxvii 

Great Carrying Place, see Grand Portage 

Great Fall, 54, 64 

Grey, (Gray), William, 15, 54, 86, 118, 
140, 144, 145, 225, 240, 241, 270 

Grouse, xxxv 

Gun, Setting, 125, 130, 1697 

Gungyor 35275. 278, 55 83s 02, 02 .0n eae 
169, 174, 181 


a, 2Qint, oii, Loin, 


HALF-BREEDS, xxxvi, xlivz 

Half Day (Indian), 53 

Hansom, Joseph, liva 

Harmon, Daniel Williams, xliiz 

Hatchets, 35, 77, 81, 82, 85, 92, 106, 126, 
PPI Ose) 

Hats, 81 

Hayes River, xiv, xxxiil, xlix, 137, 59, 63” 

Hearne, Samuel, competes for York 
Fort trade, xxii-iv; his journey to 
Coppermine River, xvi, 6 ; letters to, 
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XX, XXIM, 299; mentioned, xxxiv, 
XXXVlin, xxxix, xlvill, lviiz ; quoted, 
xxiv, xxxv, xlix, 1, lx, 527, 116 

Henday, Anthony, lii 

Henley House, xxiin, xxiv, xxixm, xxx, 
xliin 

Henry, Alexander (the elder), xxxvii 

Henry, Alexander (the younger), xliiz 

Hill River, 137, 59” 

Holme, Iu 

Holmes, William, beaver coats taken by, 
48, 49, 513; fishing, 46; Indians 
threaten, 77; in Hudson House area, 
68, 72, 73, 85, 89, 90; letters from, 
27, 79, 282, 296-7; letter to, 290-1 ; 
mentioned, xxxix ; supplies goods to 
W. Tomison, Ixiin; threats by, 35, 
88, 92; Tomison’s opinion of, 86 ; 
trade returns of, 2567 

Holy Lake, 61” 

Hoppner, John, xviii 

Horses, xx, 67, 69, 78, 86, 171, 181, 188, 
285 

Hudson Bay (The Bay), xiii, xiv, xvin, 
XX, XXXVI, Xxxvil, xliv, 337, 109” 

Hudson, George, at Cumberland House, 
1123; at Hudson House, 118; duties 
performed by, 119, 120, 121, 122, 123, 
126511275 128, 132,1Q7 0180 LAO Aes 
147, 148, 210, 219, 221, 222, 223; 206, 
229; 230, 231, 233, 234, 237, 239, 240, 
241, 244, 249, 2503 in charge of 
Cumberland House, 157, 256 ; journal 
by, 197-209, 2357, 244; letters from, 
200, 212; mentioned, 6”; praised, 
XXXlll, 209 

Hudson House (The Upper Settlement— 
1779-82), Canadian House near, 72 ; 
description of, 27, 70; establishment of, 
19, 70 3 estimated loss of trade at, xxxi, 
g5n—g6n ; goods for, 34, 35, 92, 115, 
118, 137, 210, 211, 222-3; Indians 
near, 117; journals of, 14”, 157, 57, 
59, 69-101, 101m, 118%, 159-93, 
257-91; letters from, 26, 134, 148, 
175, 190, 225, 251, 253, 269, 279, 288, 
289, 290; R. Longmoor goes to, 223 ; 
R. Longmoor in charge of, 86, 118, 
154, 161, 162-3, 176; R. Longmoor 
leaves, 15173 mentioned, lili, 1xi, 
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28, 30, 237, 278”, 297 3 name of, 19, 
70; remains of, 6973; shortage of 
goods at, 827 ; site of, 692, 96”, 2517 ; 
small-pox at, lvili, Ix, 225 3 state of, 
135, 163, 176, 225, 260-1, 269; W. 
Tomison leaves, 347; trade returns 
from, 47, 50, 557, 86, 134, 148, 149, 
152, 155, 175, 253 3 upland expedition 
to, 142; W. Walker in charge at, 
Ivili, 211, 2177, 256 

Hudson House, Lower, 6973 see also 
Hudson House (The Upper Settlement 
—1779-82) 

Hudson House, Upper (1778-79), 697 ; 
see also Upper Settlement, H.B.C. 
(1778-79) 

Hudson’s Bay Company (Governor and 
Committee), archives, xviz; com- 
petition against, xiii ; disadvantages of, 
xiv, xv; letters from, xxviin, xliiin ; 
letters to, XIX”, XXI7, XXV/, XXVi7, 
XXIX7, XXX7, XXxli2 ; number of em- 
ployees of, xxxviz ; Orkney servants 
of, see Orkney Islands, servants from 

Hutchins, Thomas, xxiv, xxlvm, xxv7, 
XXX, XXXIV, XXXV, 299 


IcE CONDITIONS, XXlll, 33%, 43) 44, 45, 
148, 149, 167, 188, 219, 249, 252, 255, 
263, 286 

Tle-a-la-Crosse, xlz, xliin 

Indian Corn, liv, 106 

Indians, Arapaho, 75”, Assinnee Poet, 
71> 73 74, 705 775 795 80, 815 82, 84, 86, 
298 ; Athapuscow (Athopus, cow), 
106, 200, 216, 2173; Atsina, 757” ; 
Basquiau (U’Basquio), Ixii, 29, 32, 33; 
38, 40, 45, 48, 52, 54, 81, 85, 87, 122, 
DZS MEG LAA TAs Uhl, The 20859220, 
234, 235, 238, 280, 298 3 Beaver, 181 ; 
Beaver R., 85, 117, 265, 285; Black- 
feet, 757, 282 ; Bungee (Pungee), 62, 
63, 296, 298 ; Cawonitow (Cowentow ; 
Cowin, eth, tow), lx, 9, 128, 238, 
280; Chipewyan, lviii; Cree, lviii, 
Ox, 23973 Fall, 79, 181, 183, .287 ; 
Grass River, 14, 29, 88 ; Half Home- 
guard, 27, 296; Homeguard, xxvi, 
ra5, 2136; Invalids, 119, 121, 127, 
1313 Mandan, 752; Northern, 52 ; 


Be? 
North River, xxii, xxiv, 24, 117, 156 ; 
Piegan, 238%; Pigogomew (Pego- 
gemy), Ixil, 77, 111; 238; 261, 280, 
298 ; Saskatchewan, xiii; Saulteaux, 
296; Snake, 238, 262, 281, 298; 
Southern (Southward), 116, 170, 179 ; 
Stone, Ixii, 89, 91, 93, 94, 134, 163, 165, 
167, 168, 169, 174, 175, 179, 188, 225, 
267, 270, 281; Sturgeon R., 84; 
Swampy Ground Stone, 166, 262 

Indians, at war, 9, 11 ; burn ground, 166, 
175; character of, xxv, 263, 264, 265 ; 
die from small-pox, lviii-lxii, 224, 
FAR—O5 2275 220723 ly 2325 233; 234, 
235) 250,922.49) 9240, 242, 25%, 262; 
263-4, 265-6, 267, 268, 270, 271, 274, 
283, 297-8; die of starvation, 181 ; 
H. Marten’s relations with, xxv—vi ; 
murder of, 46; payments for trans- 
porting goods made to, 52, 54, 212, 
213; troublesome, xxv, xxviiz, 9, 50-1, 
52, 59-60, 80, 97, 164, 1823 warfare, 
262” 

Inland trade and expansion, xiii, xv, xxx 

Ironsides (Indian), 117 

Irvin, John, 118, 157, 161, 1837 

Isham, Charles, at Cumberland House, 
148, 150, 153, 250, 251 3 at York Fort, 
157”; complaints against, 290-1 ; 
duties performed by, 78, 80, 83, 86, 89, 
04; 100,125; 252, 255,946, 271, 272, 
273, 274, 288 ; goes to Hudson House, 
I5> 118, 16% 5 goes to York Fort, 54; 
half-breed, xxxvil, lviii; letter from 
ES3H $s SICK, 60, KZ, 595064, 70.8 esiCK 
with small-pox, lvili, 225, 264, 265, 
266, 267, 271 

Isham, James, xliva, lviii 

Island House, xliiz 


JACKASHES, 152 

Jacobs, Ferdinand, xv, xxiv, xxvi 

Jarvis, Edward, 299 

Johnson, Samuel, xlv, xlvi 

Johnston, Magnus, xxii, xxiv 

Johnston, Thomas, 118, 157, 161, 1837, 
186, 209, 210, 253, 289 


KEGs, 61, 92 
Kettles, 135 27, 27, 35, 81, 82; 92, 187 
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King George, 337 

Kirkwall, xlvu, 157 

Kitchin, Eusebius Bacchus, xxiin, xxivz, 
XXXII2, XXXV7 

Kitchin, Thomas, xx7, xxvlin, Xxxv 

Knee Lake, 617 

Knives, xxi, Ixii, 35, 9 
175) 179, 180, 223, 2 


134, 136, 137, 


2; 
72 


LAKE OF THE HILLs, 57 

Lake of the Rendezvous, 64 

Lapérouse, Jean-Frangois Galaup, Le 
Comte de, xviz, xlviz, lxii 

Laughton, James, 116 

La Véerendrye, Pierre 
Varennes, Sieur de, liv 

Liddell, Rev. Francis, xlvi, xlvii, xlix 

Lilly Plain, 69” 

Lines, net, 18, 31 3 tracking, 67 

Liquor, 14, 16, 32, 59, 67, 105, 106, 111, 
II2, 113, 114, 154, 208, 209 

Lisk (Leask), James, xxxix, 37, 43) 445 45, 
46, 120, 122, 123, 127 

Lisk (Leask), Thomas, 116 

Little Playgreen Lake, 64” 


Gaultier de 


Lockey, William, xxxil, 116, 117, 
1557 
Longmoor, Robert, at Cumberland 


House, 47, 151, 193, 215, 216, 253 ; 
at Hudson House, 272, 285; at York 
Fort, 1577, 21523; canoes built by, 
xliiz, 47, 955 T51, 189, 191, 192, 289 5 
character of, Xxxii, XxXxix ; coniplaries 
against, xliv, 183”, 217”; duties per- 
formed by, 74, 80, 97, 98, 186, 187, 
ESS, 2iQ; 227, 222.0 2207 2725 os 
furs traded by, 155; goes to Hudson 
House, 15, 677, 154, 222-3, 225 ; goes 
to York Fort, 50, 513; his opinion 
quoted, 277; hunting, 69, 70, 71, 83, 
84; in charge of Hudson House, 86, 
118, 161, 162-3 ; journals by, lvin, 57, 
59, 672, 82m, 87-101, 882, 957, 161-84 ; 
leaves Hudson House, 47”, 1517; 
letters from, 134-5, 148-9, 175-6, 190 ; 
letters to, 35, 897, 92, 135; 296-7 3 
mentioned, xxx, XXXii, xxxilil, xl, 
lviiz, 63, 84, 117, 218, 239, 254, 256, 
281, 284 ; origin of, xxxvil ; sick, 184, 
185, 188; to go to Athapuscow 


INDEX 


Country, 216-17; Upper Settlement 
(1778-79) of, 692, 857 

Lower Settlement (Pedlars’-—1778-79), 
66n, 692 ; (1779-80), 90 

Lutit (Lewtit), William, at Cumberland 
House, 54, 250,251 ; duties performed 
by, 73, 186, 252, 253, 288; goes to 
Hudson House, 15, 118, 161; letter 
from, 1837; sick, 68, 69, 70, 71 


M?’GILLIVRAY, DUNCAN, xl, liin 

MacKay, Douglas, xliun 

Mackenzie, Sir Alexander, lix, 5, 6n 

McLean, Rev. Hector, xlv 

Made Beaver, furs traded etc. at Cum- 
berland House and inland in terms of, 
29, 39, 40, 44, 50, 557, 116”, 128, 132, 
136, 137, 180, 199, 200, 202, 236, 238, 
240, 242, 280, 298; furs traded at 
Hudson House in terms of, 27, 47, 55%, 
67; 68, 69, 70; 72, 73> 74 759 772 85, 86, 
155 184, 225, 252, 254, 270, 289, 290, 
298; furs traded at York Fort in 
terms of, 297 ; furs traded by Pedlars 
in terms of, 67, 48% ; goods supplied 
by W. Holmes in terms of, lxiiz ; pay- 
ments for services in terms of, 117; 
returns estimated in, 45”, 483 see 
also Goods for Trade 

Ma, meek, a, thinue (Indian), 115, 116 

Manitoba, xiv 

Marten, Humphrey, character and career 
of, xv-xxxv ; chief at York Fort, xv, 
211m, 295 3 commission from, 211”; 
description of, xxxiv ; goes to England, 
216; health of, xx-xxi; his relations 
with S. Hearne, xxii-iv; his 
relations with Indians, xxi, xxv—vi; 
his relations with servants, xxvi—vii, |; his 
remarks on the inland journals, 62, 247, 
27M, 29N, 452, 46, 482, 677, 827, 88n, 
952; his report on W. Walker, 105% 5 
letters from, XVli”, X1X7, XX, Xximt, 
XXlim, XXlll, XXIV, XXVM, XXViM, XXViin, 
XXIZ", XXK7#, XXX1, XXX”, KOUHs 
XXX1V%, XXXvM, xlilim, 116, 118”, 212-13, 
21723; letters to, xxll, xxvlim, xxxiliz, 
50, §3, 62m, 154, 156, 157, 200, 295 5 
mentioned, Ixi; son of, xxxv; 
Umfreville’s criticisms of, xvi-1x 
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Martens, caught, 127, 129, 130, 131, 132, 
Fis, 1305 140; 226, 229, 2304 traded, 
39> 49, 49, 142, 152, 253 

Maskech, equan Lake, 61 

Maskistigwan Sakahigan, 61” 

Matonabbee (Indian), 6 

Meat, allowance of, 176, 1837; beat, 6, 
134, 149, 175, 179, 181, 183, 186, 190, 
192, 205, 206, 266, 283; dried, 63, 
ible Ve, TYR, TeAlOp, akep ry weyllyy bikie sels, 
ZOLA O52 OO 201s) 200) 5) STEEN, 10275 
pounded, 29 

Medicines, 295 

Men, shortage of, xiv, Xxix, 47, 50, 54 

Methy Portage, 6x 

Middle Settlement (Pedlars’-—1778-79), 
852, 2517 

Middle Track, 50, 51, 60, 155, 295 

Minnesota, xliin 

Mississippi River, lvii, 238, 281 

Miss’nee’kis’och (Indian), 50, 155 

Missouri River, 757 

Montreal, xiii 

Moose, drying meat of, 121, 1473; 
hunting, 26, 62, 63, 177, 186, 187, 255 5 
meat, 3, 5, 6, 7; 9) 10, II; 12, 14, 16, 29, 
39> 47> 53> 63, 64, 67, 82, 83, 84, 86, 87, 
105, 106, 109, 110, III, 112, 113, 114, 
TET 110; 120, 126, 127, 133, 1365 137; 
138, 140, 14.5, 152, 162, 168, 170, 179, 
180, 183, 184, 201, 204, 205, 211, 212, 
220, 229, 220,236; 2375 259, 260; 282, 
283, 2953; toggy, xlixn 

Moose Fort, xx, XXiiz, XXIV, XXXIlI7, 
299 

Moose River, xliin, 98” 

Morris, John Bennett, 155 

Mosquitoes, 4, 6, 7, 8, 9, 44, 106, 198, 
200, 201, 202, 203, 205, 206 


NACCAYSH, 108” 

Natural History Specimens, xxxiv 

Nemaycoose (Ne’ma’cous ; Lake Trout), 
41, 127 

Nelson River, xvin, xx1in, 637 

Net-setting, livz 

Nets, lxiin 

North River, xviz 

North River Track, 37, 48, 51, 54, 156, 
200, 206, 216 
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North West Company, xxxvi, xxxvi, lii, 
lvi, 49” 

North West Passage, xviz 

Northern Department, xl, xli, xlin 

Norton, Moses, xviz, XxXli, XXXVli 

Norway House, xl 


OATMEAL, xlvill, 13, 61, 62, 295 

Oats, xlv 

Old Growl (Indian), 117, 154 

Old Sky (Indian), 251, 288 

Old Snake (Indian), 95 

Oman, Sir Charles, lvi 

Omen (Oman), Mitchell, lvii, lix, Ix, 
Ixiz, 15, 54, 118, 161, 1837, 261, 2687, 
286 

Omen (Oman), William, 15, 54, 78, 85, 
90, 95, 118, 161, 261 

Onions, liv 

Orkney Islands, education in, lv ;_ half- 
breed children of men from, xxxvin ; 
life in, xlv-lvii ; Parishes, xlv ; pony 
from, xxxiv; population of, lvii; 
servants from, xv, XXil, XXVi, XXXVIl— 
xhiv, xlviii-lvii, 15”, 118”; wages in, 
xlvill 

Orphir, xxxviia, xlvi, xlvii, 157 

Otters; 129) 152, 253 

Oxford House, xliin, 617 

Oxford Lake, 61” 


PACKS, 6, 52 

Paint, 77 3 see also Vermilion 

Painted Stone, 597, 637 

Pangman, Peter, 46, 48, 49, 51, 68, 77, 
I51, 152, 296-7 

Partridges, xvil, 21, 22, 23, 26,26; 29, 30; 
Blin, Bean Bey Boy oo BY Way WAG, AG), 
13%> 133; 219; 221, 222; scarcity of, 
136, 180, 298 ; sent to England, xxxiv 

Peas, xxxilln 

Pedlars, xxi, 66”, 89, 256”; see also 
Canadians ; French 

Pemech’shag’amashen, 64 

Pemmican, 47, 128, 295 

Pennant, Thomas, xxxiv, xxxv1 

Penney’cut’ta’way River, 59 

Perch, 109, 139, 198 

Pe’the’pa’we’ne’pee Lake, 61, 62, 295 

Pigs, xxxili, xlvi 
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Pike; 48, 107, 108, 109, 110, 118, 119, 
127, 128, 129, 130, 132) 133, 134, 137, 
138, 141, 150, 197, 198, 200, 203, 219, 
220, 221, 222, 223, 224, 227, 228, 229, 
230, 2315 232,234, 236, 237, 239; 240; 
241, 2425 2439 244, 245, 246 

Pitch, 42, 67, 244, 245, 247 

Pit-saw, 136, 180 

Pitt, William, xviii 

Playgreen Lake, 647 

Pond, Peter, 5-6, 52m, 214, 250 

Poplar, xlix 

Pork, xix, xlviii 

Portage la Loche, 6” 

Portages, xliii 

Potatoes, xxxiliz, xlvi, liv 

Powder, Ixii, 6, 45; $3, 77; 128, 172, 174, 
182 

Powder Horn, xxi 

Primeau (Primo), Louis, 52 

Prince Albert, 697, 164” 

Prince of Wales’s Fort, xviz, xxii, xxiv, 
33%, 52, 116” 3 see also Churchill 

Prince Rupert, 242n 

Proud Blood (Indian), 290-1 

Provisions, dried, 10, 12; flour from 
York Fort, 212 3 prices for, 134, 176 ; 
shortage Of, 9; 27,123, 1445) 040s 0525 
154, 156, 165, 170, 172, 180, 190, 200, 
MONS PN, Wh, Mice, Pyle, AsO DS F 
stock. of, 24, 86; fis; 174, 1955 592, 
200, 206, 225 ; traded, 75, 81, 82, 184, 
240, 276 

Ptarmigan, xviim, xx 

Pusas, quet, tumen (Indian), 238, 280 


QUEBEC, lvii 

Ques’quetenau River, 66 

Quickhatches (Quiquihatches, Quiqua- 
hatches), 139, 152 


RABBITS, caught, 23, 25, 30, 31, 32s 33> 
36, 36, 126, 127) 2715) for London, 
XXXIV 3 scarcity of, 136, 180, 230 

Radishes, liv 

Red Deer River, 140, 214, 238” 

Red River, Upper, xhin 

Robertson, Colin, xxxvili, xl, xli, xliii 

Robinson, Alfred, 242” 

Robinson Falls, 627 
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Rocky Mountain House, xliin 

Rope Yarn, 17”, 18 

Ross, George, 118, 161, 225, 231, 232, 
234, 235, 238, 270, 280 

Ross, Malchom, duties performed by, 
48, 69, 70, 71, 80, 83, 9%, £525) .2105 
255) 275, 276, 287 3 goes to Cumber- 
land House, 86; goes to Hudson 
House, 15, 118, 161 3 mentioned, 284 

Routes, xxx 

Royal Society, xxxiv 

Rum, 243, 275, 284 

Rupert’s Land, xli, xliv, liv 


ST. GERMAIN, VENANT, 290 

St. Lawrence, River, xiii, xiv, xxxvi 

Salaries, see Wages 

Sanderson (Sandison), James, at Cumber- 
land House, 54 ; duties performed by, 
83, 217, 237, 240, 249, 2503 goes to 
Cumberland House, 86; goes to 
Hudson House, 15, 118, 161; letter 
from, 1837 

Sandfly (Indian), 116, 117, 154, 212, 238, 
244, 280 

Sandwick, xxxvii 

Saskatchewan River, boats on, xliin, liii ; 
first garden on, 69”; fishing in, 12 ; 
H.B.C. posts on, xiii, xv, xvin, xxviii, 
xin, ln ; ice broken up in, 42, 145, 
146, 247 ; ice strong on, 23; Indians, 
298 ; letter from, 19, 70 ; mentioned, 
xli, Ixli, 15, 47, 50, 66, 89, 147, 150n 
Pedlars on, xiii, 57, 119, 214; small- 
pox on, lvii ; South Branch, 68 

Saukamappee (Indian), 238, 262” 

Sclator, Magnus, 37, 44, 54, 2157, 222, 
250M, 254, 272, 2782, 279 

Scurvy, Xxxili 

Sea River, 63, 64 

Seahorse, 216n 

Secuswy (Indian), 216 

Seeds, xxxiii 

Selkirk, Thomas Douglas, Fifth Earl of, 
xl 

Setting (Sturgeon) River, 68”, 69 

Severn House, xvin, xx, xxlin, xxiv, Xxix, 
xxxili#, 1, 217”, 298, 299 

Shagabinisscum (Indian), 157 

Sheep, xlvi 
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Shetland Islands, xlv 

Shirts, xxiv, Lxii, 81 

Shot, 35, 92) 134, 136, 137, 175, 179, 180 

Simpson, George, xxxviii, xl, xli, xliiiz, 
litiz, lv 

Sky (Indian), 112 

Sledges (Sleds), 21, 22, 23, 24, 32, 80, 82, 
83, 85, 86, 88, 134, I71, 173, 219, 220, 
D262 2550220 

Small, Patrick, 49, 117, 153 

Small-pox, effect of, xv, xxxi, lvii—lix, 
Ix-ii; in Barren Grounds area, 262 ; 
in Cumberland House area, lvili, 228, 
232, 234, 241, 244, 251, 297-83 in 
Hudson House area, lviii, 225-6, 251, 
254, 263, 264, 265, 266, 267, 268, 
269-70, 271, 277, 283, 297-8 ; men- 
tioned, 274, 275, 285 3 news received 
at Cumberland House of, 224”, 225, 
231 3 M. Omen’s account of, 268-97 ; 
origin of epidemic, lvii—vill, 238, 262, 
281, 298 3 outbreak of, 1869-71, lix, 
Ixm ; Pedlars spread rumours of, 79 ; 
precautions against, 226, 229, 240, 298; 
recoveries from, 236, 251, 264, 269, 
282, 2903 spreading, 2273 see also 
Indians 

Snow Buntings, xxxv 

Snowshoes, 80, 125, 170) I7I, 172, 173, 
174, 219, 276 

Society for the Propagation of Christian 
Knowledge, lv 

South Ronaldshay, xxxviliz, xlv, 157 

South Track, 54, 60, 155, 211 

Southern Department, xliz 

Spade, 136, 180 

Spence, James (junior), 15, 18, 19, 455 
46, 69, 70, 118, 161 

Spence, James (senior), duties performed 
by, 73> 74, 78, 80, 89, 945 goes to 
Hudson House, 118, 1613 goes to 
York Fort, 50, 51; sick, 84, 85 

Spence, James (unidentified), 1837, 261 

Spruce, xlix 

Standard of Trade, lviiz 

Starvation, 6, 12, 32, 84, 89, 90, 127, 129, 
130) 132) 134) 135 136, 137, 167, 168, 
172, 174, 175, 176, 178, 181, 183, 187, 
188, 226, 232) 233, 236) 239, 240, 273, 
2759 277 
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Steel River, 137, 59, 60, 65, 295 

Stephenson, William, 117, 1557, 2427, 
295 

Stockings, 81 

Stores, complaints about, xxi, 67, 72 

Stromness, xxxviin, xliv, ln, li, lvii 

Sturgeon, caught, 8, 16, 17, 25, 37, 385 
39) 40, 41, 42) 123, 125, 126, 127, 128, 
129, 130; 131,132, 133) 1345 137, 138, 
139, 140, I41, 142, 143, 144, 145, 197, 
198, 202, 203, 204, 205, 206, 219, 220, 
DOT 22202 2052 2A 2 fai 2e Os 229512 80> 
231, 232, 233) 234, 235, 236, 237, 239, 
240, 241, 2425 2435 244, 2455 246, 247 5 
totals caught, 28, 87 

Sturgeon River (about 40 miles above 
Cumberland House), 39, 40, 41, 44, 45, 
66 

Sturgeon (Setting) River, 662, 68”, 69n, 
79, 77) 79 83 

Sturgeon River (unidentified), 148, 150, 
238, 280 

Sturgeon River Post, 162, 296, 297 

Sturgeon-weir River, 29, 88 

Sugar, xxin 

Sutherland, George, xliiz 

Swallows, xxxv 

Swampy Lake, 137, 61 

Swampy River, 119, 121, 215, 243, 250 

Swans, 42, 144, 145, 146, 187, 220, 246, 
248, 249, 285 


AD wens, essen hy 

Tate, James, duties performed by, 78, 
223, 226, 228, 229, 231, 232) 239, 240, 
242, 2543 goes to Cumberland House, 
86, 2503; goes to Hudson House, 15, 
118, 1613; letter from, 183”; service 
of, xxxviliz 

Tate, Thomas, 118, 161, 1837”, 225, 235, 
237, 251, 254, 270, 280, 288 

Thatching, 73 

Thickwood Hills, 692 

Thompson, David, xxxvii, lviii, lix, lx, 
lxin, 617, 2387, 262n, 2682 

Tickameg, 13, 46, 48, 107, 108, 109, I10, 
118, 150, 197, 198, 203, 222, 245 

Tobacco, for trade, 78, 154 3 mentioned, 
8; obtained from Pedlars, Ixui ; 


presents of, 39, 41, 45, 47» 50, 539 54+ 
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60, 71, 74, 77) 97) 121, 128, 133, 148, 
ESI, 155, 166, 169, 28% 3 ‘Stocks "ot, 
94, 187; supplied to P. Pond, 6; 
traded; 46,93, 94, 111, 112,122, 644, 
171-2, 174, 178, 184 

Toggy, xlixn 

Tomison, William, arrives at Cumber- 
land House, 14, 34, 66, 115, 209; at 
York Fort, 157”, 209” ; contract for, 
2163; description of, 55”; duties 
performed by, 235, 2443 establishes 
Hudson House (1779), 697; goes to 
Cumberland House, 873; goes to 
Hudson House, 15, 67” ; journals by, 
Ly 35 14%, 34-55, 57) 59s 59-85, 67%, 820, 
SST OSs ORs LOG nL L577, SomenO 75 
209-56, 2097, 256”; letters from, 
XXVill, 13, 18, 19, 26-8, 277, 35-6, 50-2, 
53-4, 597, 62, 80n, 89n, 92, 135-6, 
T52—3, ISd4—5, L506, 15% 180; 222-95 
238-9, 272-3, 281, 295 ; letters to, 28, 
ZOOL LILO} VAs LAS aN 8 72, see OO, 
296-7 ; master of Cumberland House, 
lviil, lxi, 211”, 295 ; mentioned, xxvn, 
ARK, KEM, MAK) KK, RIA, eon, 
100, I14, 179, 190 3 reports on small- 
pox, xv, lx, lxil, 224”; sick, 62-3, 64, 
65, 66, 295 ; supports R. Longmoor, 
18372; takes returns to York Fort, 3, 
4, 55, 105, 197, 200, 201, 298 ; wages 
of, 216 

Touchwood Hills, 271 

Trading Goods, complaints about, 67, 72, 
94 

Transport, 982 

Trout, 239 

Trout Fall, 61 

Trout River, 597 

Turnips, xxxii, liv 

Turnor, Philip, xxixm, xxxill, xxxvz, 
xxxvil, xliiv, xliv, liii, liva, lvi, 2, 98” 

Tute, James, 72, 76, 77, 837, 296 

Twatt, Magnus, duties performed by, 
52> 73> 74, 75, 76, 77, 78, 79, 81, 86, 
9°, 92 95, 136-7, 138, 139, 144, 151, 
210, 225, 227,239, 240, 242, 243; 244, 
245, 246, 249, 250, 270; goes to 
Hudson House, 15, 118, 161 ; hunting, 
833 letter from, 1832; mentioned, 


353 sick, 48, 49, 84, 85 


INDEX 


Twine, lxiiz 
Tyrrell, J. B., 2637 


U’BasQuliau, see BASQUIAU 

Umfreville, Edward, xvi, xvii, xx, xxxi, 
XXXV, Xxxvil, l, li, li, liii, liv, lviiiz, lix, 
1557 

Upland Expedition, see Hudson House 

Upper Settlement, H.B.C. (1779-82), 
see Hudson House 

Upper Settlement, H.B.C. (‘‘ Hudson 
House by Turnor”’, or Upper Hud- 
son House, 1778-79), 69n 

Upper Settlement, Pedlars’ (1779-82), 
jen Ge 


VENEREAL DISEASE, xliv 

Venison, 13, 298 

Vermilion, Ixii, 45 

Victoria, Fort (Saskatchewan district), 
lix 

Vitry (Vittery), xxix 

Voyageurs, English, xxvii ; French, xiii, 
XXXVI, xxxviil, xliii, lii, livz 


WADEN (WARDDEN), JEAN ETIENNE 
(the “ Dutchman ”’), 52, 68, 1367, 180 

Wages (Salaries), xxvi, xxvii, xxxii, 157, 
118”, 216, 220” 

Wales, William, xlixn 

Walker, William, arrives at Cumberland 
House, 117; at York Fort, 1577; 
character of, 105” criticism of, 253, 
254, 2563; duties performed by, 36-7, 
40, 44, 45, 46, 105, 118”, 119, 120, 
I21, 122, 123, 126, 127,9128,.130,n0 gue 
132, 137, 138, 139, 147, 148, 150, 1535 
152 3. goes to York Fort, 114, 16a 
in charge of Cumberland House, 3, 
15, 54, 55; in charge of Hudson 
House, xliv, Iviti, xi, 231, 20778 
journals kept by, xv, 3-14, 15-34, 
IO§—-115, 257, 259-91; letters from, 
28-9, 29”, 87-8, 225-6, 251-2, 253-4, 
270, 279, 288-9, 290-1 ; letters to, 13, 
26, 592, 70, 80m, 222, 237 3; mentioned, 
XXXll, Xxxlil, xli, 6”, 143 reports on 
small-pox, lix, Lx, Ixi, Ixii 

Wapiscogamy House, xliin 

Wapiti, lxi 


INDEX 


Wappee’naw’sew (Indian), 46 

Warfare, methods of waging, 262” 

Wass, James, at Cumberland House, 112 ; 
duties performed by, 140, 227, 231, 
232, 234, 235 3 goes to York Fort, 50, 
Bt ¢. SICK, 105210, 226 

Weather, extreme severity of, 
275 

Wedderburn, Fort, lv 

Wee, she, now (Indian), 200, 212, 213, 
232, 235 

Wee-sippe-num or 
(Indian), 156 

Wejacks, 152, 253 

Wellington, Duke of, lvi 

Wethachap (Indian) xxii 

Whale (sloop), xxim, 116 

White Falls, 627 

Whitewater River, 592 

Windows, parchment, 74, 
shutters, 148 

Winnipeg, Lake, xxx, xliin, 1ogn 

Wishart (Wishard), Edward, 15, 50, 51, 
WO SO; T1 95. 1S372)) 19052255) 280; 2355 
270, 280 

Wishart (Wishard), Nicholas, at Hudson 
House, 253, 289 ; duties performed by, 
48, 80, 83, 152, 2103 goes to Cum- 
berland House, 86; goes to Hudson 
House, 15, 118, 1613 goes to York 
Fort, 55; letter from, 1837; sick, 
185 

Wolverenes, 253 

Wolves, caught, 126, 130, 1323; men- 
toned, 26095 traded, 27, 75; 77; 78; 
80, 81, 82, 83, 84, 89, 152, 155, 174, 


2205 


Wescepunum 


LIQ, 2183 


s*3 


178, ESI, t8%, 2h2x 25343 traps for, 
169 
Woody Hill, 287 


York Boats, xliiz, xlii 

York Fort, boats at, xliiz; chief and 
assistant at, XV, XVI, XX, XXV1I72, XXXIV, 
105m, 211”; complement at, xxxi ; 
description of country around, xiv ; 
destroyed by French, xv, xx ; duties 
at) Xavill ; furs sent t0,°3,. 52, 94,154, 
155, 156, 197, 199, 200, 201, 211, 256 5 
garden at, xxxill; goods etc. sent 
inland from, lxi, 12-13, 14, 15, 112, 
LUAy Lio DLO 2075 20551209,12 105.211, 
212, 2143 guide to, 323; Indians en 
route to, 62, 63; Indians needed to 
transport furs etc. from interior to, 
Ix, 39> 47) 49, 517, 81, 148, 153, 268 5 
Indians of, xxvi, 46, 74, 76, 143 ; 
Indians trading at, xxil, xxiv, 166; 
inland expansion from, Xili, Xv, XXXill ; 
journals of, xvin, xviin, xxvn, xxviin, 
XXVIlI”, XXIXM, XXXIN2, 67, 24N, 27M, 29M, 
452, 46n, 48n, 51n, 67n, 82n, 88n, 95n, 
II§M, 157M, 209n, 215” ; letter book of, 
21723 letters from, xviin, xix, xXxn, 
XXI#, XXII7, XXV1, XXVIN, XXX, XXXII7, 
XXXIlI2, XXXlv7, xliliz, 116, 118”, 212, 
216, 217M, 297 3 mentioned, xx, xxill, 
Ly luis lily £3,125 57> 59s 199203, 295-5 
non-arrival of ship at, 33 ; officers at, 
15523; packet from, 87; posts sub- 
ordinate to, xxxi; rebuilding of 
flanker etc. at, xix, Xxxlll 3 surgeon at, 
117M, 242; trade of, 217” 
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